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PREFACE. 


X BERNAL DIAZ del CASTILLO, rcgidor of this loyal city of 
Guatimala, and author of the following moft true hilfoiy, during the 
time I was writing the lame, happened to fee a work cotnpoled by 
Francifeo Ix>pez de Gomara, the degance of which made me bliifh for 
the vulgarity of my own, and throw down my pen in defpair. But 
when I had read it, I found that the whole was a mifreprefentation, 
and alfo that in his extraordinary exaggerations of rijc numbers of the 
natives, and of thofc who were killed in the different battles, his accouiit 
was utterly unw'orthy of belief. We never much exceeded four hun- 
dred men, and if we liad found fuch numbers bound hand and foot, 
we could not'have put them to Heath. But the fadt was, we had 
enough to do to protcdl ourfclves, for I vow to God, and fay Amen 
thereto,' that we were every day repeating our prayers, and fupplicating 
to be delivered from the perils that furrounded us. Alaric a moff; brave 
king, and Attila a proud warrior, never killed fo many of their foes 
as we are faid by that hifforian to have done in I^ew Spain. He alfo 
fays we burned many cities and temples ; and this he does to affonifli 
his reader; not feeming to recolledi that any of the true conquerors 
exifted, to contradidl him. He alfo enhances the merit of one officer 
at the cxpcnce of another; fpeaking of fome as captains who were not 
with us. 
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He fays that Cortes gave orders, (ccrctly, for the dcilru<5tion of 
the fhips; whereas it was done by the common confcnt of all, to have 
the aniflancc of the mariners. He alfo depreciates Juan dc Grijalvai 
moft unjuihy ; he being a vciy’ valiant captain. He omits the difeovery 
of Yucatan by Dc Cordova, and is in an error again when he fpeaks of 
the firft expedition of Garray, as if Garray had come with it. In what 
concerns the defeat of Narvaez, his account is conformable to the rela- 
tions given ; but in that of the was% of Tlaicala he is as erroneous as 

» 

ever. As to the war in Mexico, where we loft above eight h'undrcd 
and ieventy folding, this he treats as a matter of little importance ; and 
be makes no mention of our loftes in the fublcquent liege, but fpeaks 
of it as if it had been a feftival, or a marriage! but why (hould 1 wafte 
paper and ink in the detc^ion oChis numerous errors; I will therefore 
proceed, witii my relation, for according to what the wife fay, the art 
and beauty of hiftori^l compofition is, to write the truth j and proceed- 
ing upon this rule, with fuch embellifliment and ornament as I (hall 
hereafter judge expedient, I will relate and bring into full light the 
conqueft of New Spain, and the heA>ic (erviccs of us the* true conque- 
rors, who with our fmall numbers, under the adventurous and brave 
Captain Hernando Cortes, and with great danger and hardftiips, gained 
to his Majefty this rich country; for which iervice his Majefty has 
frequently iftued. his orders that we (hould be amply rewarded. More- 
over, as a good pilot (bunds, and difeovers Ihoals and fands as he pro- 
ceeds, by the lead and line, (b will I, with my pen in my hand, cxpolc 
mifreprefentations, in my voyage through the hiftory of Gomara, to 
the liavcn of tmth; but if I were to point out every error, the chaff 
would outweigh the grain. 

My relation will give to hiftorians fulficient whereby to celebrate 
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our general^ Cortes, and the brave conquerors by wliofe hands this 
holy and great undertaking fiicccedcd ; for this is no hiftory of diffant* 
nations, nor vain reveries ; 1 relate that of which I was an eye witnefs, 
and not idle reports and hcarfay : for truth is facrctl. Goinara received 
and wrote fuch accounts as were intended to enhance the fame and merit 
•f Cortes i no mention being made by him of our valiant captains and 
(bldiers; and the whole tenor of the work (hews how much he was 
influenced by his attachment to that family by whom he and his arc 
patronifed. He has alfo mifled the Dodlor lUefcas, and Bifhop Paulus 
Jovius. 

The following hidory I have brought to its concIuHon, in the 
loyal city of Guatimala, the refidence of the royal court of audience, on 
this twenty fixth day of Fcbniaiy, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
fand five hundred and feventy two. 
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PART THE FIRST. 

CHAPTER I. 


Expedition of Hernandez de Cordova, A.D. 1517. 


In the year 1514, I left Caftillc in company with Pedro Arias dc Avila, 
who was then appointed governor of Ticrra Firma, with whom I arrived 
at the port of Nombre dc Dios. A peftilcnce raged at that time, of 
which many foldicrs died, and moft of the fiirvivors were invalids. The 
governor P. A. Dc Avila had a jcaloufy which terminated fatally, w'ith 
an Hidalgo who had conquered that province, of which he was Captain : 
his name was Vafeo Nunez dc Balboa, a rich man, and to whom Avila 
had married his Daughter; but being afterwards fufpicious that his Son- 
in-law had an intention of revolting, he caafed him to be beheaded. 

B When 
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When wc faw that troubles were likely to enfue, and learned that 
the lAand of Cuba had been lately gained under the government of Diego 
*Vdafquez, a certain number of us, perfons of quality who had come 
with Avila, rcfolved to demand his permilfion to go to Cuba. This he 
readily granted us ; not wanting fo many foldiers as had come with him 
from Callille, for the country of which he was appointed to the govern- 
ment, had but few inhabitants, and was already conquered. PermifTion 
being obtained wc failed for Cuba, and arriving there, waited on the go- 
vernor, who received us kindly, and promifed to give us the firft lands 
that (hould fall vacant. Three years however elapfed, reckoning from 
the time wc left Caftille, and no i^tlemcnts had as yet oflmd. Con- 
fidcring this therefore as lb much lofs of time, one hundred and ten of 
MS clc<5ted for our Captain a rich Hidalgo of Cuba named Francilco Her- 
nandez de Cordova, and determined to fet out under his command, upon 
a voyage of dilcovery. For this purpofc wc bought two velTcls of con- 
lidcrable burthen, and our third was a bark which wc obtained on credit 
from the governor VcJafqucz; he however propofed as a condition, that 
we Ihould engage the foldiers to make a defeent on certain Illands be- 
tween Cuba and Honduras, named Los Guanages, to feize a number of 
the inhabitants and make (laves of them, in order thereby to pay the coll 
of the bark ; but when the propofal of Vclafquez was made known to 
the foldiers, wc to a man refufed it. faying, that it was not julV, nor did 
‘God or the King permit, that free men Ihould be madc'llavcs. 


Vclafquez was immediately convinced, and aflented to the juftice of 
what w'e faid, and he gave us alfo what alTiftance he could as to provi- 
, lions. Wc laid in a (lore of Hogs, which were then fold at three 
Crow’ns each, and Caflava bread, there being in Cuba neither Oxen or 
Sheep. With fuch poor provilions, and fome tridin^ Toys and Oriui- 
ments for the Indians, wc prepared ourfclves for the voyage, having 
engaged three Pilots, the, principal of whom was Anthon dc Alaminos, 
a native of Palos ; the other two were named Camaoho de Triana, ?uk 1 
Juan Alvarez el Manquillo de Huelva. Having provided ourfclves as 
well as wc could with c^'er>’ necclTar)', wc all aflemblcd at a port on the 
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North of the Ifland, eight leagues from the town of St. Chriftopher, tha 
Icttlers of which were two years after removed to the Havannah. This • 
port is called in the language of Cuba, Agaruco. That our expedition 
might bccondutfled on proper principles, we pcrfuadeil a Clergyman of 
that town named Alonzo Gonz;ilc$, to accompany us, and we aJl’o chofc 
for Vecdor a foldicr named Bernardino Iniguez, that in cafe Gold fhould 
happen to fall in our way, the proper Officer might be at hand, to take 
care of his Majefty’s rights. 

On the eighth of February 1517* having recommended oufk-lves to 
God, and the blelTed Virgin, we (ailed from the port of Agaruco, and in 
twelve days palTedSt. Anton, otherwife called the land of thcGuanatarcyes, 
a tribe of favages. Doubling this Point, we failed at hazard towards 
that part of the Horizon where the Sun fet, utterly ignorant of (hallows, 
currents, or prevailing winds'^. During our voyage a ftorm came on, 
and for two days and two nights we were in the mod imminent danger; 
the wind however fubfided, and in twenty-one days from our leaving 
the l^nd of Cuba, we faw land w'hich had never before been difeo- 
vered. We alfo on approaching perceiveil a large town, at the diilance 
of two leagues from the coaft, which from its (ize, it exceeding any 
town in Cuba we named Grand Cairo. The fmalled VelTcl was’ then 
ordered to approach and examine the neighbouring coafl. 

On the morning of the fourth of March, five Canoes came off to 
us. Thefe veflels arc like troughs, made of one entire tree, and many 
of them capable of containing fifty men. We made fignals of invitation 
to'thofe on board, with which they readily complied, not (hewing the 
lead apprehenfion. Above thirty entered the principal vcHel, where 
they were treated with fuch provifions as we could give them, and each 
was prefented w ith a dring of green beads. After admiring the vcdl-Is 
for fomc time their chief defired to return, faying that he would on the 
enfuing day come again to us with more Canoes, in order to bring us to 
land. Thefe Indians w’ore dole dredcs of cotton, their w'aids being 
girded with a narrow cloth ; in which, w’e obfer\'cd that they exhibited 
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more fcnfc of decency than the natives of Cuba, with whom this drefs 
' was ufed by the women only. On the enfuing day, the fame chief 
came with twelve large Canoes, and made fignals to our Captain that he 
would bring us to land. This heexprefled by faying, " Con-Efcotoch,” 
Con-Efeotoch,” which {ignifies,comc to our town: and it was from this 
that w'c gave it the name of Punta dc Cotochc. It was determined by us 
to accept the invitation, obferving the proper precaution of going ail in a 
btxly, and by one embarkation, as we perceived the (hore to be lined 
with Indians. We therefore hoifted out oiir own boats, and in them, 
with twelve Canoes brought to us by the chief, and our fmallcft vcflcl 
we proceeded to the land. On arriving there we halted for a time to 
conhder what fhould be done, but the Cacique or Chief ftill urging us by 
iigns to advance, we proceeded in good order, with fifteen crofs-bows and 
ten mufqucts, the chief guiding us, and accompanied by a number of 
the natives. On a fudden, as we palled by fomc thick woods, the 
Cacique began to call out loudly to a body of Indians which he had 
polled there in ambufcadc; they fallicd out upon us at the lignal, and 
poured in a difeharge of arrows, whereby they wounded fifteen our 
fbldicrs. 

Thefe warriors were armed with thick coats of cotton, and carried, 
befidcs their bows and arrows, lances, fliields and flings; th^ alfb 
wore ornaments of feathers on their heads. Having difeharged their 
arrows they advanced, and attacked us with their lances, but the kccn- 
nefs of our fwords and the cfhrdl of our crofs-bows and mufquetry foon 
drove them to a dillancc, with the lofs of fifteen left dead upon the fpot. 
Near the place of this ambufeade were three buildings of lime and flonc, 
wherein were idols of clay with diabolical countenances, and in flrangc 
unnatural poflures, and fcvcral wooden chefls which contained fimilar 
idols but fmallcr, fomc vclTcls, three diadems, and fomc imitations of 
birds and fillies in alloyed gold. The buildings of lime and flone, and 
the gold gave us a high idea of the Country we had dilcovered. Ou 
our return to the Ihorc we had the fatisfa<^ion to find, that while we 
were fighting, our chaplain Gonzales had taken care of tlic chefls and 
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their contents, which he had with the aiTiihmce of two Indians of Cuba 
brought off fafeiy to our (hips. In this a<5Iion wc made two natives pri* 
foncrs, who were afterwards baptized, and called by the names of Mdchor, 
and Julian. Having re-embarkcd, we proceeded as before, cxxijfling 
towards the Weft. 

After fifteen days cautious failing by an unknown couft, wc dif- 
covered from our (hips a large town with an inlet which was apparently 
a River. This place wc named from the day on which wc dil'covered it, 
which was Sunday of Lazarus j and here wc determined to endeavour to 
procure water, of which wc were in want, owing to the badnefs of our 
calks, our limited means not enabling us to purchafe proper vcflcis for 
that purpofe. As the tides run very far out, wc left our large (hips a 
league’s didance from the (hore, and proceeding thither well armal, 
came to the water which fupplied the town ; h^r in this Country as far as 
wc could oblervc, there are no running ftreams. Here wc filled our 
cafks, and juft as we had fini(hcd, about fifty Indians drefted in cotton 
mantles and to all appearance chiefs, approached us, enquiring by figns 
wliat wc wanted ; to which wc replied in the fame manner, that wc came 
for water, and were returning to our vcflcis. They then pointed tothe 
Kaft, by way of afking if wc came from that quarter, repeating fevcral 
times the wor^ “ Caftillan;** after which they invited us to their tow^n, 
to which we proceeded with them, and arrived at fomc large, and very 
well conftrudled buildings f)f lime and ftonc, with figures of ferpenfs 
and of idols painted upon the walls. When wc entered thefe temples, 
for fuch they were, we perceived about one of the altars traces of blood 
frefh fpillcd ; there were alfo fevcral idolatrous figures and fymbols, all 
which contributed to imprefs us with furprife and horror. During tbio 
time the Indians behaved peaceably, but colledled in great numbers, 
which put us upon our guard though they appeared (.nly to be attracted 
by curiofity. A body of natives foon appeared, drefled in very ragged 
mantles, and each bearing a bundle of dry reeds, which having depu- 
fited together, they retired. After them tame two bodies of warriors, 
each commaoded by its captain, who drew them up oppofitc to us ; ini~ 
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mediately after whkli, ten priefts rufhed out of anadjorning temple.-— 
, The)" were drefted in loofc robes of white cotton, tlicir long hair was clot- 
ted with blood, and matted and twilled together fo as to be apparently 
impolTible to he Icparatcd ; they had in their hands vcflels containing fire 
and aromatics, with which they fumigated us, making ligns at the lame 
time, that unlcfs we quitted their Country before the fuel lying by us was 
ronfumed, they would put us to death. They then kindled the faggots, 
and retired without doing any thing more. The warriors however 
began to make a noile by whiftling, founding their horns, and drums. 
Thefe formidable preparations made us think it moll prudent to retire, 
which we accordingly did, and regaining our boats on board of which 
thfs water calks had been already put, we embarked, and reaching our 
vellcls, proceeded on our voyage. We co-alled for fix days, during 
which time we encountered a violent gale of wind from the North, and 
were in imminent danger of being driven on Ihorc. We alfo luflercd 
from want of water, owing to the badnefs of the veficls, and, were con- 
llantly obliged to go on fliorc and link wells, in order to procure a daily 
fupply. Continuing our route, we arrived oppofitc a town about a 
league from the coall, which we determined to proceed to, and for that 
purpolc Ciill anchor. 

This town the name of which was Pontonchan, cpntained fevcral 
buildings of lime and Hone, and was furrounded by fields of maize. — 
Having landed and found a fpring of water, while we were engaged in 
filling our calks, large bodies of warriors approached us in lllencc ; they 
were armed with their ufual milfilc weapons, Ihields, and two handed 
fwords. Their bodies were covered by a defenfive armour of cotton 
reachiiig to the knees, their faces painted black, white, and red, and 
plumes of feathers ornamented their heads. They accolled us in the 
fame manner that the natives of Campeche had done, pointing to the 
Eall and laying ** Callillan, Callillan,*’ we replied to them by ligns 
that wc came from the Eall, but were much perplexed to know the 
meaning of this cxprclfion, or whether to conllrue it favorably or other- 
wife; and as wc meant to remain on Ihore, for the night, we formed 

ourfclvcs 



{ 7 ) 

ourfclvcs into a body, and kept a good watch in every diredlion; being 
alfo occupied in confuhing upon the arrangement of our future move- 
ments. During this time wc heard a great noife among the Indians, 
which wc conlidercd as portending us no good. Some of us were for 
embarking, but that was conhdered too dangerous to attempt in the 
face of the enemy, others were for attacking them, on the old principle 
that he .who makes the firll attack conquers; but wc had at leaft three 
hundred to encoimter, fur each one of us, and tliis was confidcred too rafli. 
While thus occupied, day broke, and gave us a fight of our danger. Wc 
comforted each other with hopes of God’s mercy, and each determined 
to exert himfclf to the utmoft. Wc foon perceived great bodies of war- 
riors advancing, wdth colours flying, and joining themfclvcs to thofc 
who had aflemblcd on the preceding night. They then cnclofcd us on 
all fidcs, fighting with us foot to foot, and wounded above ten of our 
foldicrs ; the execution however of our fire arms and fwords made them 
draw' off a little, but it was only to ufc their arrows to more cffc<Sl.— 
Tlicy continually evied ovu, “ A1 Calachioni,” ur fiioot at the captain; in 
confequcncc, he received no lefs than twelve arrow's. I alfo got three for 
my fhare, one of which, in my left fide, was very dangerous, and two 
of our foldicrs they carried off alive ; one was named Alonzo Bote, the 
other w'as an old Portuguefe. Our captain feeing that all our exertions 
to drive them off were ineflc<5tual, that the enemy were continually 
receiving fupplifs, while wc had above fifty of our number killed, de- 
termined to endeavour to cut his way through them. This wc cflfeCled, 
being formed into a compa(5t body; but they purfued us at our heels, 
attacking us with their lances, and with fhowers of arrows. We how- 
ever reached our boats, but it was only to encounter new difficulties ; 
the hurry and prefifure to embark was fuch, that the boats were funk, 
and w e were forced, half wading, and half fWimming, to endeavour to 
reach the fmall vcflcl, which came as far as poffible to our affiflance ; 
our foldicrs received many wounds, while in and about the boats, and if 
was with the utmofl: difficulty that any of us cfcaped with our lives. On ' 
counting our numbers when we arrived on board the fhips, wc found 
tliat our lofs amounted to fifty-feven. This afStion laflcd above liaif an 
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hdur. In the marine charts this bay is named ** Dc Mala pclca.** 
Our wounds after a little time became very painful, from the cold and fea 
water, and we began to grow very much out of humour with the pilot 
Alaminos, and his difeoveries. He ftill however perfifted in his origi- 
nal opinion, and in denying that this land was a continent 

One fbldicr only of thole who furvived had cfcaped unwoiinded ; 
moft of us had three or four wounds, our capitain twelve. The mariners 
alfo were many of them difabled; for which rcal'on we burned our 
fmalleft veflcl, and divided her crew between the others. But I have 
jrct to mention the greateft misfortune that attended u.s. In tiic huriy^ 
to elcapc from the natives, we had been forced to leave our calks be- 
hind. The thirft we endured in confcquencc thereof, (hiring the time 
that we were at fea was fuch that our ver}" tongues an.i era* kt d; 
Such cruel hardfhips attend thole who go on voyages of d feovery ! After 
three days (ail, we perceived an inlet which we concluded would lead to 
a rivci or Ibmc frvfli water; fifteen mariner., and three foldier^ entered to 
examine it, but what water they found was all fait, even wIktc they funk 
pits on the rtiore, and when they returned with it, dillrelling av our 
thirft was we found it undrinkable. We called this the inlet of allin^a- 
tors, from the numlicr of thofe animals feen taere, 'J'ht reigiiing 
winds of North and North Eail at this time increal'ed to a ft(.)rm which 
we fortunately w'cathered, and then, having determinecf to return to the 
Havannah, by the advice of Alaminos we ran for the c'oaft of Florida, 
which by his maps, his degrees, and altitudes, he found to be diftanc 
about feventy leagues. With this navigation he w'as well .acquainted; hav- 
ing been in that country in a voyage of difeovery with Juan Ponce de T aion, 
ten or twelve years before. Accordingly, having failed lor four days 
acrofs the gulf, we difeovered that part of the coaft of America to liich 
we were bound. 

When we approached the coaft, the firft objcifl with us was to 
obtain a fupply of water. Our captain, from his wounds and fufierings 
by thirft, was linking hourly ; on his account therefore and our own, 
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twenty of us, of which number I was one, went on Ihorc with the caiks. 
The pilot Alaminos warned us to be prepared againft a fudden attack of 
the natives, who hud in that maimer fallen on him, in liis former vifit 
to this coaih We accordingly put a gooil guard in an open place near 
the fhore, and proceeded to make wells, in which to our great iaiistac- 
tion W'c found excellent water. We Itiycd about an hour fl:ec*ping 
dotlis in it, and wa/hing our wounds, and this delay enabled the In- 
tlians tt' fall on us; for at the expiration of that period, one of our out 
cenrincls came to give us the aLirm of their appraoch, a few moments 
only Ixfore they appeared. Thefe Indians were very tall of flaturc, and 
were clothed in the Ikins t)f aninxils. They ailailed us with a flight of 
arrows, with which they wounded fix of us, and myfclf among the 
relt. We however beat them and they then went to fupport another 
body of their countrymen, who, in their canoes, had attacked and 
j'eized our boat, and were dragging it away with them, having 
wounded rlie Alaminos, and lour of the mariners. We followed 
them clofe, and wading abose uui middles in the water, refeued the 
boat, leaving in all twenty-two of them dead, and three who were 
flightly wounded, we made prifoners; thefe however died in the voy- 
age. After the natives Avere Ixaten off, we cnquirai of the fbldier 
who brought the report of tlie enemy, what had become of his com- 
panion ; he faid that a fliort time before, he faw him go towards the 
water fide with a hatchet in his hand, to cut a palmita ; that he fhortly 
after heard him cry out as he fuppofed when the enemy were putting 
him to tkath, and therefore he gave the alarm, the Indians appearing 
immediately after. This foldicr wus named Berrio; he w'as the only 
perfon who cfcapcd without a wound in Pontonchan. We went in 
fcarch of him, and found the plant which lie had begun to cut, and the 
find much trodden, but no trace of blood ; of courfe we concluded that 
he had been carried offalivc. After fsirching for the fpacc of an hour 
we gave him up, and returned to the vcflcls with the water, which, 
when our companions fiw', they knew no moderation in their joy. 
One man in particular leaped into the boat when it came along-fidc the 
veflcl, and icizing a calk of water, did not flop drinking until he died. 
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Wc then proceeded on our voyage by fomc low lilands namoi Los 
.Baxos de los Martires, where the vellcl on board which our captain was 
(Iruck ground » and in coniequence took in fo much water that (he was 
near finking; indeed we feared that our utmoft exertions in pumping 
could not bring her into port. There were as I recolledt two Tailors of 
the L.cvant on board; when we called to them to aflift us in pumping 
they replied, ** facctclo vos ! Do it yourfidves !** At this time wc were cx- 
haulfed by fatigue, and the vcfTcl in the mbft imminent danger of fink- 
ing ; however wc forced them to give us their afliflance, though un- 
willingly ; and by our exertions, with the blcfling of God, wc arrived 
fafely at Puerto de Garenas, where is now built the city of the Havan- 
nah. 


On OUT arrival an exprefs was forwarded to the Governor D. 
Velafqucz, to inform him that we had difeovered a Country where the 
houfes were built of lime and flonc, and the inhabitants decently clad ; 
that they fbw’cd maize, and poflefled gold. Our captain went imme- 
\diately to his eflate near Santi 'Spiritus, where he died in ten days after 
his arrival. Three foldiers alfo died of their wounds in the Havannah, 
and the reft dlfperfed to their different homes or avocations. The fame 
of our difeovery was fpread through the Iflands by the vcflels on 
tbeir arrival. When the figures and idols which th^ brought were 
produced, it was believed that they wen; antiques conveyed to thofe 
countries by a jewifh colony, after the deftru<Stion of their city by Titus 
and Vcfpafian. Our Indian 'prifoners on being afkcd if their country 
produced gold, replied in the affirmative, which is contrary to fa6t, as 
has been fince well afeertained. 'The name -whiGh that part of the con- 
tinent now acquired, was owing' to an equivocal expreffion or miftake of 
words. Yuca is theinfular name of the plant made ufe of for bread, 
the heap of earth in which it is planted is cilled by^thefe people, Tale ; on 
being queftioned relative to it, they faying they knew it, and ufing this 
word with its 'fignification in their language, the two repeated together 
made the word Y uca-tal, or Yucatan as it was exprefled by the Spaniards, 
and ever after remained applied to that part of America. Such was all 
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tluit the foldicrs gained by this difeover)', hum which we came hack, 
poor and wounded, and thought thofe fortunate who had reached their 
homes alive, for our lor:> from firft to lad amounted to feventy ot our' 
numlKT. Diego X elafqucz wrote to his patron the Billiop of Burgos 
relating the particulars of his tlitcovcry and the cxpences he had been at, 
for all which he obtained fame and credit with his Majilly, hut not a 
fj'llabic was faid of the poor foldicrs who had expended their properties, 
and loft, or rifqucd, their lives in the expedition. 

Three foldicrs ot us whofe objcCil u.is tv> reach the town of Trini- 
dad, as foon as our wounds were healed, agreed with an inhabitant oi 
the Mavannah who was going thither in a canoe with a cargo of cotton 
to lell, for our palfagc, for which he was to lx; paiil ten crowns in goKl- 
Accoidingly we embarked with him, and after coafting for eleven days, 
we arrived near an Indian town named Canarreon, where we were driven 
on ftiore by a violent gale of wind. The caiux; was dafhed to ]ticces, 
and we with dilliculty reached the luml, nuked, wounded, and bruiied, 
by the violence of the waves. We had no relourcc hut in the clothing 
adopted by the ftrft pair, and in the fame wootl where we procured this, 
we found a fpccics of tough flexible roots calleil Bejucos, with wliich 
we tied on our feet fandals made of the bark of trees, which we cut out 
for that purpofe with (harp ftoncsj and travelling thus for two days, 
we came to the* village of Yaguarrama where Fray Bartholomc de las^ 
Ca(as afterwards bifliop of Cliiapa was then parilh pried. On the next 
day I went to another town named Chipiona, belonging to Alonzo de 
Avila, where, at the hoiife of a friend named Anthonio de Medina I got 
clothed, and then purfued my journey to St. Jago, where I found the 
governor Velafqucz bufily employed in filing out another armament for 
difeovery. As he was my relation, ami all'o as governor, 1 went to 
wait upon him, and after paying him my refpcdls, he afked me if I was 
able to undertake another expedition to Yucatan. I told him that lie 
(liould fay the land of wounds and calamity ; to which he anlwcrcd 
tliat he knew we had fuffered much in the former voyage, but that 
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/ucli was the fate of thofe who fought honour and lame in new- dilco^ 
vcrics; and that his Majcfly (hould know and reward our merits. 
*“ And now,” continued he “my fon, try your fortune again, and I 
will put you in a ifation where you fliall acquire honour.” 
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CHAPTER 



Expedition of Jfiian de Grijalva. A. D. 1518. 

The governor Diego V^clafqucz, encouraged by the accounts of 
thofe who returned from the laft expedition, now fitted out a fccond 
armament confifting of four fliips, two of which were employed in the 
former voyage, and the other tw'o were purcliafed by himlelf. Thclc 
vcflels were to be commanded by his relation Juan de Grijalva, (in 
chief,) Pedro de Alvarado, F'rancifco de Montejo, and Alonzo dc Avila, 
all perfons of valour, and poflefled of cflates in the iflands. The charge 
of the equipment was divided thus ; each captain found provifions and 
failors, the arms and Ibme trifling neccfliiries were provided by the go- 
vernor. The accounts of the richnefs of the country, cfpccially thofe 
given by the native MclehoRjo, created an univerfal difjX)fition in thofe 
who were unprovulcd in the iflands to engage in the expedition. Ac- 
conlinglv, two huivlred and forty companions immediately entered them- 
Itlvcs, amongfl whom I deurmined to try my fortune a fixond time. 

Each of us depofited a- certain fum to provide various ncccflary 
articles, benh for the vcfTel.s and for oiufelvcs in the field. TIic orders 
and inAnuftions given by the governor to our chief were, to procure 
and bring back all the gold and filver that he could, and he gave him 
diferetionary power to a< 5 t as he thought bcA, in regard to colonization 
or cftablilhments. The veedor ap|vjintcd by us was named Penalofa, 
and our chaplain was named Juan Diaz. We had the fame pilots who 
had gone the former voyage, aiul a fourth whofc name 1 do not recollctfl. 
Our rendezvous was at the port of Matanzas, which was convenient for 
vitflualling, as the colonifts had their plantations and ftorcs of hogs in. 
that neighbourhood . 
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I'lic name of Matanzas was given fo this place on the following 
account. I3cfore the ifland was conquered, a Spanifh vcflcl was wrecked 
on this coafl, in her voyage from St. Domingo to the lAicayan Iflands 
to procure /laves. Thirty men and women cfcapcd to the land, and were 
met by a number of Indians who oftcred them an hofpitable reception, 
and propofed to take them in their canoes. Our people being embarked, 
when they were in tlic middle of the river the Indians upfet the canoes, 
anti killed or drowneti tlicm all except three men and one woman who 
was hand/bme; flu- was taken by one of their principal caciques, and 
the three men were allotted to others. >\frcr the conqucH: of the i/land 
was efletijjed, /lie and the Indian chief parted, and I afterwards knew her 
married in the city of Triniilad to one Pedro Stinchez barfan. I was alfo 
acquainted with the three men ; one was named Gonzalo Mexia, anotlier 
Juan dc St. Kftevan, and the third Cafeorro. This laft mentioned had 
married the daughter of the cacique to whofc lot he fell, and had hi.j 
ears and nofe bored like the Indians. 

On the fifth day of April 1518, after having heard mafs with great 
devotion, W’c let fail, and in ten days pafled the point of Guaniguanico, 
called by the pilots St. .Anton. In eight days more w'c came in fight of 
the Ifland of C'ozumel, whither we were driven in part by the currents, 
which forced us farther dow n than w hen we came wuth Cordova. 
Coafling along the illand by the South, wx* perceived A landing place at 
which our captain Grijalva went on (hore with a confidciable body of 
foldiers. The natives of an adjacent town fled at the fight of the fliips, 
but our people found two old men who could not follow them concealed 
in fome maize. Our interpreters, Julianillo, and Melchorejo, under- 
flood thefe Indians very well, for that ifland is diftant but four leagues 
from their native country. Grijalva treated them well, and made them 
fome prefents, in hopes to be thereby able to induce the inhabitants to 
return to their tow'n, for which purpofc they were then difmifled. 
Some time after, an Indian girl of a good perfon and countenance joined 
us, and addrefled us in the language of the Ifland of Jamaica, w hich is 
the fame with that of Cuba. The account flie gave of hcrlelf was, that 
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ihe had failed from Jamaica two years before in a large t'anoe with ten 
of her Gountiymen, to fxih at certain fniall lllands, and that the current 
had driven them hither, where the natives had. killed and facriheed her 
huiband and all her companions. Our captain thought that this woman 
might be icrvioeable in inducing the natives to return ; he therefore lent 
her on a mellage to that for which he allowed them a period of 

two days ; but on- the eni^ing one (he came back and inforiiied us tliat (ho 
could not prevail on any of them to do fo. We named this place Santa 
Cruz, having difcoveied it on the day of that holy feAival. ^In the 
town we found a quantity of honey in hives, vegetables, fuch iis boniatus 
and potatoes, and droves of hogs of the fpccies of the countr)'^ with the 
navel on the back. There were two fmaller towns in the Hland which 
wc did not vi(k, Grijalva perceiving further ftay to be lofs of time, 

Purfuing the route of F. H. de Cordova, in eight days wc arrived 
at Champoton, and caAing anchor at tlic diilance of a league from tlKr 
(hore, on account of the height of the tides, we difenibitrked one half 
of our foldiers, landing them clofc to the town. The natives, proud of 
their former fuccefs, attacked us inimcdiately on our landing in great 
bodies, and with much military parade. Experience had taught us to 
go well prepared, and accordingly wc brought falconets in our boats. 
Half our number was- wounded before we reached the land, but -when wc 
formed, and had received a reinforcement by a fecond embarkation, wc 
foon drove them to the marfhes, . with the lofs however of three o*f our 
foldiers, and our captain rec^yed three arro^vs, and had two of his 
teeth beaten out. When wc entered the town after the defeat of the 
natives, wc found tliat they had removed all their cflfcdts. Three of 
them whom wc had taken prilbners we thought by kind ulage to have 
made friends of, and that they would have induced their countrymen 
to return, but after we had diiiniiled them they never came back to us, 
and we fufpedted that our interpreters had treachcroudy fpoken to them in 
oppofition to our intentions. The field where we fought with thefe 
people was very Aony, and there was on it a prodigious fwarm of 
locuAs. Thcfe animals during the a^ion fpxang up and Aruck us in 
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the faces, fo that we hardly knew when to put up our (hields to guard 
us, or whether they were arrows or locuils which flew round us, they 
came fo mixed together. 

After four days flay in Champoton we re-embarked, and purfuing 
otir voyage arrived at what appeared to be the entrance of a large river ; 
i>ut our pilot Alamiiios inflfted that what we Ikw before us vfus an 
Kland, and that Itc iaw the termination of it; Thefe ctreumflances 
caufed^us to name the bay, Boca de Terminos. Captain dc Grijalva 
with many oflicers and foldiers went to examine the bay and neigh- 
bouring country ; on the (hore they found fome ackxratories or temples, 
built of lime and ftone, and containing id<ds made of clay and wood, 
fome in the figures of women, others of ferpents, and many horns of 
deer. Thcfc were the occafional ofterings of traders or hunters, who 
frequented thofe parts, for they were entirely uninhabited, but abun- 
dantly flocked with deer and rabbits. Wc killed ten of the fomicr with 
one greyhound, and many rabbits. The dog was left behind us on our 
embarking, but when wc returned with Cortes we found him on the 
(hore, and he Teemed to have fared well in our abfcncc for he was very 
fat and fleck. 

From the harbour of Boca de Terminos wc coafled weflward, and in 
three days arrived at another inlet, which being difeovefed by founding 
to be lhallow, was entered by the vefl^s pf the lightefl burthen, in which, 
together with the boats, wc embarked whole force, as wc perceived 
numbers of armed Indians in canoes. Wc therefore judged that we 
were near fome populous town or diflrid^, and the more fo, as we found, 
and took fi(h out of nets, which were laid in the track of our veflels. 
This River was called Tabafeo from a native chieftain; but it was from 
this time named in honor g£ our Captain, de Grijalva, and it is fo put 
down in the maps. When we approached the fliore we heard the noife 
occalioned by the falling of timber, which was a preparation of defence, 
for they were very well acquainted with the tranfadlions of Pontonchan. 
We difembarked at a point of land which was diflant about half a 
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league from the town, where was a grove of palm trees, and tlic na- 
tives advanced againlV us here, painted and prepared for battle, in about 
fifty canoes ; but fortunately it was deteinuncd on our part, to addrefs 
them through our interpreters, who dcelaad to them our pacific inten- 
tions, and invited their chiefs to an interview. Upon tliis, about 
thirty Indians landed, to whom we prefented Ix’ads and coloured glafs. 
Our captain then caufed to be explained to them how we had come from 
a difiant country, and were the vaflals of a great prince to whom we re- 
commended them to fubmit, and further, that in exchange for thofc 
I>cads and glailcs, we cxpcdled that they fliould give us a fupply ofpro- 
vifions. Two of them, a chief and prieft made anfwcr to us by faying 
that they would barter, and give us provifions: that as to a fovcrcign, 
tliey alre;idy had one, and that our demand was fo unlcafonablc that 
tlicy advifed us to be cautious how we repeated that, or any fimilarone, 
left they ftiould attack us as in Pontonchan, they having two xiquipils 
(eight thoufand men each,) of warriors ready for the purpolc, adding, 
that though confident of their force, they had come to trc’at with us 
amicably, and would repeat to their chief's our propofal, aitd return to 
us with their dccifion for peace or M'ar. C'>rijalva embraced them in 
token of peace, and prefenting them witli firings of heads, required 
their fjKcdy return with an anfwcr, which they promifed and fulfilled, 
alTuring us on ^hc part of their chiefs, of the moft pacific coniludl j 
and as it is the cuftom of that country in amicable treaties to ^ make* 
prefents, tliirty Indians ftiortly afterwards camo tt) us loaded with broiled 
lifh, fowls, fruit, bread of maize, and .veflels with liglitcd coals to 
fumigate us witli incenf.*, and fpreading a mat upon the ground and a 
mantle over it, they laid thereon fomc toys of gold made in the form 
of birds, and lizards, and three mrklacts of gold caf) like beads, with 
fomc other trifles not altogether worth two liundrcd crowns j they alio 
produced fomc cotton mantles and otlwr articles of clothing ufed by tlicin, 
faying, that we fliould receive their prefent kindly, it Iwing the w hole 
of the goM tliat tliey were able to colkcft. But they added, that more 
to the Weft there was abundance thereof, repeating feveral times, 
•‘Mexico, ”and“Culua,’* words wliich we at that time did not underftand. 
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Wc were fatisfied however by this proof that there was gold in the 
country, and wc haflcncd to quit our ftation, where a gale of wind from 
the North, fucli as was to be hourly e^qpciSted, mighr prove fatal to us. 


In two days fail from this place, we arrived oppofite to a towti on 
the coaft, named Aguayaluco, where wc obierved the inhabitants pa- 
rading, armed with (hiclds of the (hell of the turtle, which being po- 
lifhcd and (hintng in the fiin our foldicrs infixed were of gold. This 
place wc named La Rambla. Wc next came to an inlet where the river 
Parole difeharges ilfclf: this wc named the river of St. Anthonio. Con- 
tinuing our route by the mouth of the great river Guacayalco, and the 
high chain of mountains which arc covered with perpetual fnow, as alfo 
others nearer the Tea and which we named the ridge of St. Martin, bc- 
caufe they were firft defcrilxrd by one of our foldicrs of that name, Alva- 
rado difeovered and entered the river called by the natives Papalohitna, 
but by us afterwards the river of Alvarado, where the natives of a place 
named Tiatocalpa prclentcd him with feme fifh. Our chief was much 
difplcafed with the condu<St of this oflicer, for whofe return wc were 
obliged to wait during three days, and gave orders that in future no (hip 
(hould ever feparate from the fquadron, left an accident (liould happen 
where it might not be polliblc to afford aftiftancc. As foon as Alvarado 
had rejoined us wc proceeded on our voyage until we came to the river 
Vandcras, fo called by us on account of the white banners which we 
obferved upon the (horc, and which were borne by numbers of Indians, 
who waved them as a (ignal of invitation to us. 


It is now well known through moft of Chriftendom, that Mexico 
is a city as large as Venice, and built in the fame manner upon the 
water, alfo that the numerous and extenlive provinces of that empire 
were ruled by a great monarch named Montezuma, whofe third for 
conqueft induced him to extctul his view's to the utmoft limits of pofli- 
bility. This monarch had received information of our firft expedition 
tinder Cordova, of the battlv (j 1 Champoton, that we were very few in 
number, and that wc taUic to procure gold in exchange for certain 
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articles whicH wc brought with us. All thcfe particulars had been 
faithfully reported to him by painted reprefentations tranfmitted by ex- 
prefles to his court. MontC7mtia therefore on our arrival coming to his 
knowledge, iiTued orders to his officers to procure from us in exchange 
for gold, our green glafs beads, on which they fet great value, not 
knowing them to be aitfficial, and he had alfo given them inflrudtions, 
to endeavour to make particular enquiry, both as toiour perfons and in- 
tentions. Wc alfo underilood that he was much influenced by an ancient 
prophecy which is faid to have declared, that men were to come from 
where the fun riles to rule that country. In compliance with thcfe 
orders, his officers were now upon the coaA: and making ligns of invita- 
tion to us. This induced our general to fend a party to the Ihorc under 
the command of Capt. F. de Montejo; the weather was favorable, an 
unufual circumftancc on that coaft; wc thcrch»re landed without diffi- 
culty, and foimd the governor of that diftri^l, untfer Montezuma, 
attended by many natives with provifions of fowls, bread, anti fruit, 
fuch as pines, and fapotes. They were repofing upon mars under flic 
(hade of feme trees, and invited us by figns to do the fame, for our In- 
dians of Cotochc did not underft|;nd their language; they alfo, as on 
fonner occalions, prefented us with incenfe. Our reception Ix'ing re- 
ported to our chief, Grijalva, he immctliatcly landed with the whole of 
the foldiers, and as foon as his rank was made known to the Indians, 
tlicy treated him with the greateft rcfpcdl, which he returned with 
equal courtefy, and ordered beads and cut glafs to be diffributed to thcjn, 
lignifying his wifli to procure gold in return; in confequcncc of whicli, 
we obtained pieces of gold of various workmanfliip, to the value f)f 
fifteen thouffmd crowns. It muff be this gold that Gomara and Oviedo 
mean, w'hcn they fay in their hifforics that fo much was obtained iu 
Tabafeo, a country in which that metal is not to be found at all, or but 
in very fmall quantity. We at this time took poffeffion of thefe terri- 
tories under the Governor of Cuba, and in his Majeffy’s name;' and 
after diffributing feme Ihirts of European manufacture among the na- 
tives, we re-embarked, taking with us one of them, who w'as baptized 
and named Francifeo. 1 faw him after the conqueff of Mexico, fettled 
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ai)d married at a place called Santa Fc. After ftaying heiii^{ix days we 
now re-embarked and bailed along the coaA, palTing a low Uland diflant 
three leagues from the main, called by us Ida Blanca. Farther on 
we came to a large one, diilant about a league and a half therefrom, 
w'hcre a party commanded by our captain went on fltoie. Our people 
found on tliis lad mentioried Ifland two buildings of lime and done, well 
condrutfled, each u^th Heps, and an altar placed before certain hideous 
figures, the reprefentations of the Gods of theie Indians. They found 
alfo here the bodies of hvc unfortunate perfons who had been (acrificed on 
the preceding night, thcirTicarts cut out, their limbs lepaiatcd from the 
bodies, and the walls and altars ilaincd with their blood. This Ifland 
was named Ifla de Los Sacrificios. Oppoflte to it on the continent we 
landed, and conflruifling huts, remained fomc time time in expedtation 
of trading with the natives for gold. Many Indians came thither, but 
brought very licdc of that metal, and appeared fliy and timorous; in 
confcqtfbncc of which \vc rc-cmbaikcd, and proceeded. 

On our arrival at that part of the coafl where the town of St. Juan 
de Ulia is now built, we lodged ourfe^ves in huts which we conftrudted 
upon the fand kills, and having founded the harbour w’c found good 
anchorage, and it was fecurc to the North. A party of thirty of us 
commanded by our captain then proceeded to examine the Ifland. where 
we found a temple containing a veiy large and hideous image intended 
to reprefent a God* tlic name given to which was Tezcatcpuca. Here 
were four Indians in long black mantles refembling the habit of the Do- 
minicans; theie were priefls. and they had that day faoiiiced two boys, 
and offered their hearts to tliat curfed itlol. On our entering they came 
to us with their pots of inccnic, but wc could not endure it, being dif- 
gufled and grieved at the light, and die horrid cruelty of their facrifices. 
Our interpreter who (hewed fome marks of intelligence being queflioned 
as to the caufc of thofe vitflims being put to death in that manner, made 
anfwcr as well as he could, that it w'as done by the Indians of Culva or 
Culchua, meaning the Mexicans ; but he pronounced this word, Ulua, 
a name which ever after diflinguilhcd the place. It was called St. John, 
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partly becauie this was the day of St. John, and porriy in compliment 
to our chief, Juan dc Grijalva. The neighbouring Indians brought us 
finne gtdd, but in fo trifling a quantity as not to be worth .mentioning, 
and here we remained fe\'en days dcfperately annoyed by the molquitos. 
Our bread now Rowing very bad, and our wounded men declining, 
being alio convinced that the land where we were was a part ofthecon* 
tinent, and our mimber having been fo reduced as to be infuflicient for 
colonization, it was determined to fend P.'dc Alvarado to Cuba for a 
reinforcement, which was accordingly done, for our chief was very 
anxious to ellablilh a fettlement, and always (hewed himielf a moH va- 
liant ofHccr, the very reverfe of what would be fuppofed, from the 
aiperfions call upon him by Gomara« 

From the time of our (ailing the Governor of Cuba had always 
been penfive and untafy as to our fate ; at length be determined to fend 
a vcflcl in (ouch of us, commanded by a valiant foldier naujcd Chrif- 
toval dc OH: but after De OH had failed for fomc time in our track, he 
met with a gade of wind which fo (battered his vcflel that he was obliged 
to return to Cuba, without having gained in any degree the intelligence 
he was fent for. This was a great dilappointment to Vclafquez i how- 
ever he was (bon relieved by the arrival of Alvarado. The difplay of 
the gold (Iruck jthc governor and all who (aw it with aftonifluTK^nt ; and 
Vclafquez thought he never could fuflicicntly (hew his favor to onc^ who 
had brought fach agreeable intelligence; Alvarado was fcaded and ho- 
nored, and the fame of the newly difeovered and wealthy country was 

dilFufed and enhanced through the Klands, and fix>n reached Cadille. 

• * 

Wc determined now to extend our difcovcrics as far as circum- 
flances would jicrmit, and palling by the mountains of Tufta and Tufpa, 
we approached the province of Panuco, thickly lot with populous towns, 
about three or four leagues from tlx: coafl j and advancing further, ar- 
rived at the river de Canoas, fo named by us on account of what I am 
going to relate. We were here fuddcnly attacked while at anchor by 
ten canoes filled with Indians ; they fell violently on the (mallcfl: (hip, 
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which was commaikied by Alonzo de Avila, and it ioetns as if their in- 
tention was to have carried her oiF, for they cut the cable, notwith- 
Aanding the gallant defence made thoie on board ; bur we lent them 
fpeedy aflifhincc , whereby the enemy were forced to retreat with a con- 
fidcrable lofs. We then weighed anchor and purfued our route, until 
we arrived at a very bold point of land, Wmch the violence of the cur- 
rent, according to the report of our pilot, did not allow us to double; 
whereupon it was determined in council to return to the liland of Cuba, 
contrary to the opinion of Grijalva who was anxious to eilablifh a fettk- 
ment, but was oppofed for (everal reasons, fuch as the latenefs of the 
feafon, w’ant of provi lions, and hardfhips already fuibuned by the 
troops. 

We therefore fet fail upon our return, in w'hich, aided by the cur- 
rent, we made way rapidly, and entering the river ofTonala, were 
obliged to delay, in order to repair one of our (hips. This vclTel llruck 
three times in eroiling the bar* on which the w'atcr is (hallow. The 
natives came to us here very amicably, and brought provilions of bread, 
hfli, and fruits. We prelentcd them with beads and cut glafs, defiring 
gold in return, and this being made known in the neighbourhood, the 
inhabitants of Guacacualco and otlier places brought to us what gold 
w'as in their podHIion. 

It was a cuftom of the Indians of this province invariably, to carry 
fmall hatchets of copper, vciy bright, and the wooden handles of 
which were highly painted, as intended both for defence and ornament. 
Thele were fuppofed by us to*bc gold, and were of courfe eagerly pur- 
chafc*d, infomuth that within three days wc had amongil us procurcd 
above fix hundred, and were while under the midakc as< well plcafcd 
with our bargain, as the Indians with their green beads. One mariner 
thought he had made his fortune, having purchafed feven of t|icm. 1 
recolledt alfo that a fbldier named Bartholome Pardo entered a temple 
which was on the fummit of a high mount, and there found in a chell 
fome diadems and collars of gold, and two figures of idols. The gold 
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he kept for himfclf, and prefented the idols to our comtmndant. The 
ftory howo'cr came to the cars of the latter, who infilled on having the 
gold, but was induced to leave it with the poor man on his paying his 
Majefly*s fifth, and the whole was not worth eighty crowns. 

As this country is infellcd by mofipiitos, in order to avoid them 
I went to deep in a large temple, near which 1 at this time lowed Icven 
or eight feeds of oranges, which I had brought from Cuba. They 
grew very well, for the pricfls of the temple took care of them when they 
faw that they were uncommon plants. This I mention^ bccaufe they 
were the firft trees of the kind that ever grew in New Spain. After the 
conquell of Mexico, this province being confidcred as offering the 
greatefl: advantages, was chofen by moff of tlic principal perfons amongff: 
the conquerors, of which number 1 was one; and on my arrival there 
I went in fearch of, and found my young trees flourifhing, and having 
tranfplanted them, tliey all did very well. 

We now embarked, leaving the natives very well futisfied with us, 
and failed for Cuba, where we arrived after a voyage of forty-five days. 
The governor was w'cll pleafed w'iih the gold, which amounted in value 
to twenty thoufand crowns: but there was much laughter when the fix 
hundred luUchets were produced, and alkiyed; the governor however 
was on the whole contented, though he appeared for a time difplcafed 
with Grijalva, which was owing to the unjuft af^KTlions of the fwo 
captains, Avila and Monttjo. 

Velafqiicz now' wiffiing to convey to his Majeffy the firff account 
of his voyages of difeovery, and the refult of them, lent his cliaplain 
Benito Martinez to Callille with letters to his patron the Biffiop ol 
Burgos, and to the licentiate Juan Zapata, and fccrctary Con- 

chillos, both of whom were employed in the affairs of the Spanilh fet- 
tlemcnts in the Weft Indies. With all thele, who were perfons in 
power, Vclafqucz had cre-ated a llrong intcreft for himfclf, by giving 
them rich diftricts in the iflands, preferring thereby his own mtcrcll 
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to that of his Nlijdly. Martinez was inArutflcd to obtain for the go- 
vernor a patent or commiiTion to procure gold, and to make conqueffs 
and fcttlcmcnts as he jutlgcd expedient, through all the newly difeovered 
countries. This he not only completely cflc<fted, but fuch was the fatts- 
fadlion of thofe in power witli thcconduift of Velafqucz, and the proofs 
which he fent of the wealth t»f thofe countries, that Martinez alfo 
brought back with him a commiflion for his employer, of adclantado 
of the Ifland of C'uba, 
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CHAPTER III. 

Expedition of H, Cortes, A. D. 1513. 

The Governor of Cuba was anxious to proilx'utc the advantages of 
which the expedition of Grijalva afforded him fo flattering a profpett. 
For this purpofc he provided ten fliips at the port of St. Jagp, four of 
which had been on the former voyage, and fupplied them with fiicli 
provifions as that place afforded, but their full complement of neccffarics 
and appointments was to be taken in at the flavannah. Great differ- 
ence of opinion exilted as to the appointment of a chief : Vafeo Porcallo 
a man of quality and related to the Count de Feria was propofed, but 
Vclafquez was afraid to truft his armament with one of his bold clia- 
radler, left hcfhould revolt, and declare himlclf independent. Auguftin 
Vermudez, Anthonio Vclafquez Borrego, and Bernardino Vclafquez, 
all relations of the governor, w'crc alfo fpoken of, but the foldicrs v^ crc 
in general inclined towards Grijalva. 

Juft at this.timc Andres de Ducro, Iccretary to the governor, and 
Amador de Lares, the Contador of his Majefty in Cuba, made a private 
propolal to a rcrpe<£lable Hidalgo named Hernando Cortes, a native of 
Medellin in Eftremadura, and fon of Martin Cortes de Monroy, and of 
Catalina Pizarro Altamirano, both, though poor, Hidalgos, and of the 
good lineages of that province. Hernando Cortes poftefted a property 
in the Iftand of Cuba, had been twice Alcalde there, and had lately 
from motives of inclination married a lady named Donna Catalina Suarez 
Pacheco, daughter of Qiego Suarez Pacheco of Av'ila, and of Maria de 
Mcrcaida a Bifeayan. This marriage brought much trouble upon 
Cortes, and he was frequently in confinement by the interference of D. 
Vclafquez. Leaving this to be relied more f ully by others, I will now 
however proceed in my narrative of what took place between Cortes and 
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the Secretary and Contador. Thefc two ofUcers, the particular conh> 
dential friends of Vclafqucar, agreed with Cortes to procure by their in- 
tereft with the governor his appointment to the command of the arma- 
ment, on condition of his giving them, each, equal parts with himfclf, 
in the treafure which (hould come to his (hare; for the commiiTton was 
to be extended no farther than barter and obtaining gold, and not to 
colonization. This being agreed amongft them, the Secretary and Con- 
tador took* fiich meafures, praiiing and recommending Cortes, and 
vouching for his fidelity, to Velafquez, who had flood as father to him 
at his marriage, that they fucccedcd in obtaining the commifTion for 
him, which, it being the office of the fecretary lo draw it up, was done 
as the proverb fays with very good ink, and fully ratified, according to 
the wifli of Cortes. 

As foon as the appointment was made public, to fomc it gave fa- 
tisfadlion, and others were difplcafed at it ; and one Sunday, the gover- 
nor going as iiAial to imfs attended by the mofl refpetflable perfons of 
the town and neighbourhood, he placed Hernando Cortes by way of 
diflindlion on his right hand ; upon which occafion one Cervantes, 
called the mad, a kind of buffoon, ran before them repeating his abfur- 
ditics fuch as, ** Huzza for my maflcr Diego, what a captain lias he 
** chofeni And how foon he will lofc his fleet !** With much of that 
kind, but all having a malicious tendency. Andres dc Ducro who was 
ppefent ciifted him, and bid him be filent, faying he well knew that he 
repeated what others put in lift mouth, but the rogue perfevered, adding, 
that he would quit his old maflcr, and follow the fortunes of Cortes. 
It was certain that the relations of Velafquez hired him to repeat thofc 
things under the colour of folly, and to alarm the governor; but all he 
faid turned out literally true. 

Cortes immediately on his appointment pfoceeded with the grcatefl 
aiflivity in making his preparations ; he alfb drefled and appeared in 
much greater flate as to his own perfon than before; wearing a plume 
of feather$, and a gold medal in hiaicap, which ornaments became him 
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vcr>' well. His funds were ver)’ inadt'qiute to this cxj'cnce, for he was 
much indebted and diilrcflcd, although he had a good cAate; Iwing very 
extravagant, both as to hinifcU and the drefs and Aatc of his wife; but 
certain merchants, his friends, naimxl jainic or Jcronynio Tiia, anvl 
Pedro dc Xercs, perceiving that he was riling in the world, and fortune 
likely to favor him, advanced him four thoufand crowns in ntoncy, and 
merchandizes alfo, upon his property. With this, he caiifed to Ijc made 
a Aandard of gold and velvet, with the royal amis ajid a crofs embroi- 
dered thereon, and a latin motto, the meaning of which wUvS, “ Brothers 
“ follow this holy crofs with true faith, for with it we Aull conquer.” 

It was proclaimed by beat of drum and found of trumpet, that all 
fnch as entered the fervice in the prefent cxpcilition, fhould have their 
Aiarcs of what gold was obtained, aud grants of land, 'as foon as the 
conqucA w'as efic<Jled. I muA obferve, that notwit hAanding this was 
announced to he by his MajeAy’s commiAion and authority, the Chap- 
lain Benito Martinez had not yet returned from CaAille. The procla- 
’mation however was no fooner made, than by general inclination, as 
well as the private inAuence of Cortes, volunteers oAered themfelves 
every where. Nothing was to be leen or fpoken of but Ailing lands to 
purchaA arms and horAs, quilting coats of mail, making bread, and 
faking pork for Aa Aore. Above three hundred of us aAembled in the 
town of St. Jagof The principal -perfons in the family of the governor 
entered with us; Diego dc Ordas his firA Major Domo was Anfcby 
him as a fpy upon Cortes, whom he already began to fufpcdl, althougli 
he diAlmuIated : and F. dc Morla, EAobar, Heredia, Ruano, EAu- 
tlero, Ramos de Lares, and many others were all adherents of the 
governor. 

The relations of Velafquez Aill continual to be much dill^tisfitd 
with him, and envious of the fortune of Cortes upon this occaAon ; 
they knew that a bitter enmity had fubfiAed lx*twccn tlic tivo on account 
of certain circumAanccs attending his late marriage, and they omitted 
nothing that could be dtnic to induce the governor to revoke his com- 
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Ttiiflion. Of this Cortes was very wdl adv'ifed, and for that rcaion 
took care always to be in his company, and to appear entirely devoted 
to him. Andres dc Duero alfo warned Cortes to ufc all poflible expe> 
dition, as he perceived that VelafqueK was already wavering, from the 
importunities of his relations. Leaving therefore to his Lady Donna 
Caulina the care of fupplying him with what was ncceflary for his 
voyage, Cortes warned all his captains, maifers, pilots, and foldicrs, 
to be on board at the given tinFie, which having iecn fully complied 
with, he went, accompanied by his friends the Secretaiy' and Contador, 
to take his leave of Velafquez, whom he parted from with great polite- 
nefs, and many alTumnces of fcrvicc on both fides. On the enluing 
morning he embarked, being accompanied by the governor to his fhip, 
and fetting fviil immediately, our fleet arrived in a few days at the town 
of Trinidad. 

There were in the towQ of Trinidail at this period very rcfpe<ftablc 
and opulent Hidalgos, from W'hom all of us, but Cortes in particular, 
experienced a moll hofpitablc reception. Cortes here planted the royal 
ilandard in front of his quarters, and caufed a proclamation to be made, 
inviting volunters, a number of whom, Hidalgos of moll refpcdlablc 
families, and perfons of wealth, immediately joined us ; amongll thefc 
were the Alvamdos and Alonzo de Avila. 

At the call of Cortes, Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, coulin of 
-the Count de Medellin, Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velafqucz dc Leon 
a relation of the governor, 'Rodrigo Rangel, Gonzalo Lopez dc Ximena, 
his brother Juan Lopez, and Juan Sedeno alfo came from the town of 
Santi Spiritus. They joined us in a body, and were received with re- 
joicings, difeharge of artillery, and all the marks of relpedl and courtely, 
due to fuch honorable perfons. Provilions were procured from the 
ddates of thefe Cavaliers, and the number of our companions was hourly 
ihcrealing, but it was very difficult to obtain horfes. Cortes llripped 
himlclf of fomc of his golden ornaments, and therewith purchafed a 
grey marc for liis friend Puertocarrero, whole means did not permit him 

to 



( 59 ) 


to go to that expence, and at this time a vcflcl arriving with a cargo ot 
provi(i(»is, the owner immediately waited on Cortes to kifs his hands, 
,and enrolling himfelf with us, Cortes bought both (hip and lading * 
from him upon credit. His name was Sedeno. 

Trom the time that we quitted the port of St. Jago, the rdations 
of Velafqucz had not ccafed to work upon diis mind, in order to induce 
him to fupcrccdc Cortes in the command. dn tins they were much aided 
by one Juan Millan, an aftvologer, and confidered to be mad. This old 
man, to whom the governor gave an ear, was conftantly telling him 
how Cortes would .be revenged for fome former injiuries, upon an occa- 
fion when Velafqucz had thrown him into prifon. Every action of 
Cortes was alfo explained in the moft unfavorable manner, his fudden 
(ailing was dwelt on, and the fccrct treaty with the Secretary and Con- 
tador furmiled. Velafqucz in confequcncc of thefe reprefentations, font 
two confidential perfons, with politive orders to his brother-in-law the 
Alcalde Major of the town of Trinidad, who was named Francifeo Ver- 
dugo, to take the fleet and troops from uuder the command of Cortes, 
he having been fuperceded, and Vafeo Porcallo appointed in his place. 
Diego de Ordas, Francifeo dc Morla, and all the friends and relations 
of Velafqucz alfo received orders to the fame efted. 

Cortes whb was well aware of thefe priKCcdings, exerted himfelt 
to fuch eflfed, that by promifes and otlicr ways, he contrived to bring 
over all thole upon whom Velafqucz relied, aiKl cf])ecially Diego tie 
Ordas, to his own interell, which the latter fupported moft cflfedually 
with the Alcalde Verdugo by his perfuafions and arguments, reprefent- 
ing to him the danger that would refiilt from any violent mcafurcs. 
Such was the talent of Cortes in making friends, that the very meflen- 
gers fent by Velafqucz with the orders, came over to h’m, one of them 
Pedro LalTo enrolling himlelf under his command. By the othn 
Cortes wrote to the governor, exprclTing his attachment to him in the 
ftrongeft terms, his furprife at the ftep that he had been induced to take, 
and his requeft to him, not to let himfelf be deceived by the mifrepre- 
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fmtations of hit enemies, and of the old imdmtn Juan Mtllan. Thus 
Cortes continued in bis command. The twelve enfuing days were 
palled in preparations; all the fmiths of the city wo-e employed in 
making arrow heads for the crofs-bows, and allb engaged to join the 
expedition. 

Cortes perceiving that nothing more was to be done at the town of 
Trinidad, gave orders for the fleet to fail for the Havannah, and alfo, 
that all fuch as clioic to proceed thither by land Ihould go under the 
command of Pedro dc Alvarado, who was to receive the volunteers who 
cxpedlcd us in fome lettlements upon our road. I and about fifty more 
marched witli Alvarado; and Cortes, having difpatched one vefiel to 
the Havannah under the commafid of his friend Juan dc Efcalantc by a 
northern route, embarked, and fet fail with his whole fleet for that 
port, by the South. All the fhips except that on board of which 
Cortes was, arrived at the Havannah without any accident, and our 
land party liaving alfb reached that town, we were there for the fpace of 
feven days, that wc could not by any means account for his abfencc. 
We were very apprehenfive that the Ihip was loft in fome (hoals called 
Los Jardincs, and it was determined to fail with three vcflcls in frarch 
of it, but as there was no one to command, the time was fpent in dif- 
putes, and fadtion began to cxift as to the cl^oicc of a fubftitute for 
Cortes, until wc (hould know what was become of him. 'Lhc perfbn 
whd was moft particularly bufy on this occafion was Diego dc Ordas. 
At length thclc intrigues were put a ftop to by the appearance of Cortes 
himfclf. The fhip which he was on board of had ftruck upon a Ihoal, 
but being near the land they had got her off, by lightening her of a part 
of the c'argo. 

As foon as Cortes arrived, he took his quarters at the houfc of Pedro 
Barba the Lieutenant of Vclafqucz, where he planted his ftandard before 
the door, and beat up for volunteers. He was accordingly foon joined 
by Fiancifco dc Montejo, Diego de Soto, one Angulo, Garci Caro, St- 
baftian Rodriquez, Pacheco, Gutierrez, and Rojas, (not Rojas the 
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wealthy) aUb by a lad namt^l Santa Clara* two brothers named Los 
Martinez de Frexenal* and Juan dc Najara* (not the deaf man of the 
tennis court in Mexico,) all perfons of quality, beiidcs many other 
(bldicrs* whofe names 1 do not rccoUcdf . 

Cortes judged it ncceflary to fend Diego dc Ordas to the eflate of 
the governor at Guaniguanico, for more provifions of bread and bacon* 
and with diredfions to wait there ibr furtlicr orders. This he did* 
knowing that during his abfcncc Dc Ordas had fliewn himfclf by no 
means attaclicd to his intercll. Cortes now brought his artillery which 
coniiilcd of ten brafs guns and ibme falconets, on Hiorc, and gave them 
in charge to four cannoniers named Mclli, Arbenga, Juan Catalan, ant! 
Bartholomc dc Ulagre. He alfb ordered the crofs-hou s to l)o inlj^ctflcd* 
the cords, nuts, and arrows, to be put in proper repair, and their range 
to be afeertained by trial at a mark ; and as the country about the Ha> 
vannah produces much cotton, the foldiers provided thcmlclves with 
good quilted jackets of that material, 

Cortes now began to aflumc (late in his edablifhment, and to ap- 
pear in a high character. His fteward of the houfehold was one Guz- 
man, (not he who took Guatimotzin prifoncr,) his chamberlain w'as 
one Rodrigo Rangel, and his Major domo JuandeCaccrcs. He ordered 
mangers to he fitted up in all the fhips, and (lores of maize and hay to 
be put on board for tlic horfes, of which I will now deferibe fuc*h as 
paflkl over with us. 

Captain General Cortes, had a chefnut horfe which died in St. 
Juan dc Ulua ; Pedro dc Alvarado, and H. Lopez dc Avila, (in part- 
nerfhip) an excellent chefnut mare, for cxcrcife, or fcrvicc; after our 
arrival in new Spain Alvarado took her entirely to himfcif* either by 
purchafe or by force : Alonzo Hernandez Pucrtocarrcro, a grey marc of 
good fpced, bought for him by Cortes ; J. Velafquez de Leon* a very 
powerful grey marc called La Rabona, (docked tail) well drcfltd, and 
of great fpced: Chrifloval dc Oli* a dark cliefniit horfe* tolerably good: 
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IVancifco dc Montejo, Alonzo dc Avila, (between them) a dark chef- 
nut, not fit fur fcrv'icc: Francifco de Morla, a dark chelhut horie, of 
great fpced and well drcdlcd ; Juan dc Efcalantc, a light chefnut horie, 
not good for fcrvicc: Diego de Ordas, a tolerable grey mare, but of no 
fpced: Gonzalo Dominguez, an excellent horfeman, a dark«^chefnut 
horfe, very good, and of great fpeed : Pedro Gonzales Truxillo, a good 
clicfnut horfe, ami fpeedy j Moron of Vaimo, a dappled grey, well on 
liis haunches : Vacna of La Trinidad, a dapple, fomewhat black t this 
horfe did not turn out well : Lares > the good horfeman, a very good 
horfe, bright chefnut, of great fpeed: Ortiz the muiician and Bartho- 
lomc Garcia who had gold mines, a horie called £1 Harriero, one of 
the bert: that came over with ns : Juan Sedeno of the Havannah, a chef- 
nut marc which foaled in the ihip. Sedeno was the richeft man in our 
army, polTcfling alfo a ihip, a negro, bread, and bacon; fomc of which 
articles were indications of great wealth at that time, for horfes and 
negroes were hardly to be procured for any money. 

1 muft now revert, to the proceedings of Vclafqucz, who was more 
determined than ever to deprive Cortes of the command. He was cn- 
lagcd when he found that Verdugo had neglected his orders, and re- 
proached his Secretary and the Contador w'ith having deceived him. 
He now therefore fent a confidential perfon named Garnica to his Lieut. 
Pedro Barba at the Havannah, with orders to him, Und letters to his 
friefids De Ordas and Velafquez dc Leon, earnelUy foliciting them by 
no means to fuller the fleet to proceed, but to arreft Cortes, and fend him 
a cloic prifoner to St. Jago. The meflenger was no fooner arrived than 
Cortes knew his bufincis, for he brought with him letters from a friar 
who w'as about the governor, to our Chaplain Fray Bartholome de OI- 
medo, whereby the Secretary' ani^ontador conveyed intelligence of all 
the fehemes of Velafquez. Diego dc Ordas it has been already mentioned 
had been fent out of the way ; the otlier perfon, Vclafqucz de Leon, 
Cortes hatl now brought over completely to his fide, for he was dif- 
pleafixl with the governor for not having taken, as he thought, proper 
care of him. As to flic Alvarados, Pucrtocarrero, Montejo, Dc Oli, 
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Efcalantc, the two Monjarazes, and all the reft of us, the Lieut, Go- 
vernor not excepted, we would with plcafure have laid down our lives 
for him; fo that if the orders of Vehifqucz were concealed in La Tri- 
nidad, they were completely fupprefted in the Muvannah, for Pedro 
Barba wrote an anfwcr telling him that he dare not put them in execu- 
tion, fuch was the popularity of Cortes ; and that he was furc if he 
were to attempt it, the town would be facked, and Cortes would carry 
away all the inhabitants with him. Cortes alfo wrote to Velafqucz pro- 
telTing his eternal devotion to his intcreft, and informing him that it 
was his intention to fail on the enfuing day. 

The whole fleet (ailed for the ffland of Cozumel on the tenth 
of February 1519. Our fliip, w'hich was commanded by Alva- 
railo, was fent round by the north, under orders to w'ait for the fleet at 
the point of St. Anton ; and Cortes all'o lent diredtions to Diego de Ordas 
to do the fame ; but our pilot negledfed his inflrudUons, and proceeded 
for Ci'zumcl, where we on this account arrived two days Ijefbrc the 
refl. As foon as we had caft aticltor otir whole p^ty went to the town 
of Cozumel, which we found abandoned by the inhabitants. We then 
proceetlcd to another place from which the natives fled at our approach, 
but not in fuflicicnt time to movc'^heir efledls, for we found a quantity 
<^f fowls, and Come iilols, toys, and ornaments of debafed gold in the 
temple of the place, wherewith we returned to the town near which 
our (hip was at anchor. At this time Cortes and, his fleet arrival, and 
the firft thing that he did was to put our pilot Camacho in irons, for 
not having obeyed his orders. He then fent for Alvarado, and gravely 
reprehended him for liis imprudence in feizing the property of the na- 
tives, telling him that was by no means the way to efllsfl any gooil in 
the country, and he immediately ordered two men and a woman whom 
they had made prilbricrs to be brought before him, and through our 
interpreter Mclehorejo, defired them to call back their countrymen to 
their habitations, and afl'ured them that they need be under no appre- 
hcnlions. He ordered all the articles that hail been taken to be returned, 
lor the fowls which had been eaten he paid in beads and trinkets, and 
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lo each of the three natives^ he prcfeiited a fliirt. Hie people were fo 
fatisHcd with this treatment, that on the enfuing day the cjiief of the 
place and all the inhabitants returned, and mixed with us in (b eafy and 
amicable a manner, that it would have been fuppofed W'c had pafled our 
whole lives together. 

Cortes now began to take the command upon hirh in carneft, and 
our liOrd was pleafed to give him grace, th^ w’hatever he undertook 
he fucceeded in. 

In the three days which we pafled here, Cortes ordered a review; of 
his troc^s, which* amounted to five hundred and eight, the mariners 
not included. The number of thefc was one hundred and nine. Wc 
had lixteen cavalry, deven (hips large and fmall, including a brigantine 
belonging to one Gines Nortes, thirteen mufketeers, ten brafs field 
pieces, four falconets, and (as well as I recoiled) thirty-two crofs-bows 
with pfcnty of ammunition. He alfo ordered the artillcr)'-men to put 
their guns in order, and appointed one Francifeo de Orozca, who had 
been a good foldier in Italy, his captain of artillery. But I know not 
why I now wafle (b much ink in relating this, for truly he ufed the 
greatefl: vigilance and exadnefs in att things relating to the fervice he 
was upon. 

Cortes now (ent for me and a Bifcayan named Martin Ramos, in 
order to queftion us' as to our opinions of the meaning of the word 
*• Caftillan,** fo frequently repeated by the Indians of Cotoche, when 
we came] with Captain Hernandez de Cordova ; adding that he was 
convinced that it mufl: allude to fbme Spaniards in that countiy : for 
which reaibn, he queflioned the native chiefs upon the fubjed. They 
all anfwcred in the affirmative, and certain indism merchants then in 
Cozumel aflured us that they had fpoken to th^ a few days before. 
Cortes was anxious to obtain their releaie, and being informed that 
compenfation would be expeded, he amply provided his meflengers for 
the purpofe. By theie perfons he fent lett^ to them, and he ordered 
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for this fcr\'icc two light vcflcls, witli twenty cror»bow»men atnd muf. 
kctcers under the command of Diego dc Ordas. One fhip was to renViUn «t 
the point of Cotoche for eight days* while the md(Tangers went and rcm 
turned* and the fecond was to bring the report to Cortes bow the 
butinefs proceeded* 

The places wliere the Spaniards were faid to refide* . w'cie diftant 
from the point of Cotoche only about four leagues. The letter which 
Cortes lent was as follows* ** Gentlemen and brothers j here i|n Co- 
** zttmel I have been informed that you are detained piilonmby aca> 
. ciqtic: I reqtied as a favour that you will forthwith join me. I fend 
•* a fhipand foldiers* with whatever is neoeflaiy for your ranfomi they 
** have orders to wait eight days* but come with all di /patch to me, 
,, from whom you fliall receive cveiyafiiftancc and protetStiotr. I am 
** here with eleven fliips and five hundred foldiers* with which 1 will* 
** with t!ic a/Tiflanceof God, proceed to Tahafeo* Pontonchan, dec. 5cc.'* 

The merchants of Cozumel to whom this bufinefs was intruded 
being embarked* the Oiips eroded the gulf* and the letters were in two 
days received by a Spaniard named Jeronimo de Aguilar* together with 
the beads fent for his ranfom. He immediately waited upon his maAer^ 
who accepted them with fatisfadlion, and gave him his liberty. Aguilar 
then went to liis*companioh Alonfo Guerrero, and having made known 
his bufinefs* Guerrero replied to him as follows : ** Brother Aguilar* 1 
** am married ; 1 have three fens* and am a cacique and captain in the 
** wars ; go you in God’s name ; my face is marked* and my cars 
** bored ; what would thofe Spaniards think of me if I went among 
“ them ? Behold thefe three beautiful boys ; I beii^h you give me for 
** them fomc of thefe green beads* and fay that my brother fenPthem 
** as a prefent to rnffirom our country.’* The man’s wife who was 
prefent now became greatly enraged and faid in her language* “ See this 
flave how he comes to feduce my hufband !” Aguilar perfevered in 
advifing the other not to lofe his precious foul for the fake of an Indian* 
or at any rate if he could not part from his wife and children* to bring 
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them with him i but he could not be induced to quit his home. When 
Aguilar faw that it was impolliblc to move him, he came with the In- 
dian meflengers to the part of the . coail where the Chips had been Ra- 
tioned ; but they had already failed, for the eight days to ^ which De 
Ordas coniidered himfelf limited, and one more, '^ere expired; and 
De Ordas defpairing of the return of his meClengers, had gone back to 
Cozumel, ,1b that Aguilar was forced to return with great forrow to his 
Indian mafter. Cortes was exceedingly difpleafed at De Ordas, for re- 
turning without the Spaniards, or even thofe whom he Cent in queft of 
them. 

♦ 

Certain failors named the Penyates of Gibraleon, were at this time 
accuied of Rcaling bacon from one Berrio a foldier, and a general exa- 
inination and queRions upon oath taking place, they denied it, but upon 
a (carch, proofs were brought home to them, and notwithftandmg 
much interceflion was made, Cortes ordered feven of them to be fevcrcly 
whipped. 

There was on the liland of Cozumel a temple, and fomc hideous 
idols, to which all the Indians of the neighbouring diRri<5ts uild to go 
frequently in folemn proceflion. One morning the courts of this temple 
were iiUed with Indians, and curiolity having alfo drawn many of us 
thither, we found them burning odoriferous refins like our incenfe, and 
(hortly after, an old man in a large loofe mantle afeended to the top of 
the temple, and harangued or preached to the multitude for a cunfidcr- 
iblc time. Cortes who was prefentat length called Melchorejo to him, 
to qucRion him in regard to the evil dodlrines which the old man was 
delivering; hc> tlien fummoned all the caciques and chief perfons to 
come to him, and as well as he could, by figns and interpretations, ex- 
plainai to them that the idols which they wodE|ppped were not gods, 
but evil things, which would draw their fouls down to hell, and that if 
they wiihed to remain in a brotherly connc<Rion with us, they muR pull 
them down, and place in their Read the crucifix of our Lord, by whole 
aRiRance they would obtain good harvcRs, and the falvation of their 

fouls; 



( 37 ) 


fouls j with many other good and. holy reafons, which he eirpitiled 
very well. The prtefts and chiefs replied, that they worfhipped theie 
gods as their anceih>rs had done, becauie they were kind to them ; and 
that if we attempted to moled them, the gods would convince us of thchr 
power, by dedroying us in the (ca. Cortes then ordered them to be 
prodrated, which we immediately did, rolling them down fome f^ps. 
He next fent for lime of which there was abundancx in the place, and 
Indian malbns, by whom, under our direction, a very handfomc altar 
was condrudted, whereon we placed an image of the Holy Virgin, and 
the carpenters liaving made a crucidx which was cretded in a fmall clia> 
pel dole to the altar, mafs was faid by the Rev. Father Juan Diaz, and 
lidencii to by the prieds, chiefs, and the red of the natives, with great 
attention. 

The regulation of our fleet was now made by Cortes, and the cap> 
tains appointed. The fird or admiral's fliip was commanded by Cortes 
in perfon, and the red as follows: The St. Sebadion by P. dc Alvarado, 
the third fhip in fizc by Alonzo H. Pucrtocarrero, the fourth by F. dc 
Montejo, the fifth by Chridoval dc Oli. the fixth by Diego dc Ordas, 
thefeventh by J. Velafqucz dc Leon, the eighth by J. dc Efcalantc, the 
ninth by F. dc Morla, the tenth by Efcobar, and the eleventh by Gines 
Nortes. Pilots were appointed, the night fignals given, and each cap- 
tain received his *inftru<dioris. 

In the beginning of the month of March, we fet fail, after having 
taken a friendly leave of the natives, who promifol to take care of the 
holy altar and crucifix ; and they prefented Cortes on his departure with 
fome fowls and honey. Wc had failed but a few hours when a fignal 
gun and cry of alarm informed us that the veflel of Juan de Efcalantc 
which contained the bread for the fleet was in danger, having fprung a 
leak. This forced us to put back to the place from whence wc had 
failed. On our return there, wc were vifited by the friendly Indians, 
and the cauie of it being made known to them, they immediately 
brought tlicir canoes to aflifl: us in taking the lading out of the veflel, 
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and we bad alfo the further ratisfa<3:ion of perceiving on entering the 
tenciplc* that far from having done any injury to the holy altar and 
crucifix, they had taken care of, and placed incenfe before them. 

The Indian me0b>gcrs and Aguilar hearing of our return, joyfully 
hired a boat and crolied the gulf to join us. Intelligence of the arrival 
of a large canoe was given to Cortes, by fomc fbldiers who liad gone 
out to hunt wild fwinc, whereupon he ordered Andres dc Tapia and 
two others to go and fce who and what thefe Indians were, who cam© 
to us thus without apprchcnfion. Aguilar was not in his appearance 
to be difiinguiChed from a native, and he had hardly the pronunciation 
of his own language; his only words at firA were, ** Dios, Santa 
** Maria,” and **&villa.** His colour was as dark as a native, and 
he was marked like them ; he had a few rags about his Aioulcicrs and 
waiA, an oar in his hand, and the remnant of an old bcx>k ol prayers 
tied in a bundle on his Aioulder. When he cune into tiie pa-lcncc of 
Cortes, he like the reA of his companions fquatted dc'wn upon his 
hams, and every one was looking for the Spaniard. At length, to the 
enquiry of Cortes he replied, ** Here he is,” and then coming forward, 
he was immediately fupplied with proper clothing. 

Being qucAioned concerning himiclf he informed us that he was 
a native of Eeija, and had been ordained in the chufeh. That eight 
yeafs before, he was wrcckol with fifteen men and two women, going 
fitxn Danen.tothe Ifiauidt^ St. Domingo, at a time of a certain litiga' 
tion between one Encifo, and Valdivia. Tliat the veAcl which tlicy 
were on board was Aranded and went to pieces, and with her were loA 
ten thoufand crowns in gold. Thole on board taking to the boat, en- 
deavoured to reach the llland of Cuba or Jamaica, but were forced by 
the current upon this coaA, where the diAcrent chiefs had divided and 
made property of thern. Many had been ikcrificed, Ibme had died of 
diieale, and tlv: two women had lunk a (hort time before under hard 
labour at their mills. He was to have been at one time fucrificed, but he 
made his efcape, and taking refuge with a certain cacique had re- 
mained 
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mained with him ever fiiKc ; and of the u lu>U* numl>er tlicrt* were 
now in exigence, only hiinfclf, and Guerrero. As to his knovvlctlgc 
of the country it was very confitied, for he was only employed in pro- 
curing wood and water, and digging in the maize Adds, and hat! 
never been farther from the coad than about four Icigucs ; but he uiuler- 
ftood that it was very populous. He deferibed Guerrero as cxa<fll)r rc- 
fcmbling an Indian, adding that he wxs confidcred by the natives as a 
veiy' brave man, infomuch that when above a )'car before, three fliips 
enme upon the coaft at the point of Cotochc, (this was the expeditioh of 
II. de Cordova,) he planned the attack uptm thofc who landed, and led 
the Indians in perfon. Upon hearing this^* Cortes regretted much his 
not Ixing able to get him into his hands. 

Aguilar w’as well treated by the natives of Cozumel, who fuppliai 
hhn plentifully with pr<>vifions ; he in return cameftly exhorted them n> 
coniinnt Mithful to our holy religion, the good efietffs of which they 
ihould foot! pciceivc , and hv. ilfo advifed them to apply to Cortes for a 
fetter of protetilion, which would be of fcrvicc to them in cafe of the ar- 
rival of other Spaniards on their coaft. This was immediately granted 
them ; and fuch is the tnic narrative in regard to Aguilar. 

On the fourth of March the fleet again put to f«i, and was during 
the night feparated hy a gale of wind, but on the next day all the Ihips 
joined comparty exct'pt that of Velafqucz de Leon, which not appearing 
on the enfuing day, Cortes made fail for a certain bay on the coaff, 
w'hcrc, according to the furmifeof the pilot, they found thcfhip, which 
had put in during the florm, and w'as detained there wind bound. Here 
feveral of our companions went on fliore, and found in the town haul 
by, four temples, the idols in which reprefented human female figures 
of large fizc, for whidi j^eafbn we named this place, Punta de lx> 
Mugert's, 

Aguilar faid that he had once been fent fo far witH a load, and that 
the town where he refided ^vas about four leagues diflant ; he alfo told 
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US that the rcfitlcncc of Guerrero was not far off, and that the country 
contained gold though in very fmall \juantity, offering to ferve as a 
guide, if Cortes thought proper to fend a party on Ihore ; to which the 
general replied that he did not come for fuch trifles, but to ferve God 
and his fbvcrcign cflfcdlually. Cortes now ordered Capt. de Efcobar to 
examine the bay called Boca de Terminos ; and to leave figns on the 
roaft of his having Ijcen there, or cruize off the bay, till the arrival of 
the fleet, for by the defeription given of the harbour, and the abun- 
dance of game, he was inclined to think it an advantageous fituation 
to colonize. 

Efcobar proceeded thither, and on his landing found the grey- 
hound which had been left behind by Grijalva waiting for him on the 
fhorc, and teftifying his joy at the fight of our people ; he was taken 
on board, and the vcflcl tlien cruized, waiting for the arrival of the fleet; 
but a ffrong gale of wind from the South came on, and forced her con- 
ihicrdbly out to ica, fo that when we arrived there, Elcobar’s fhip 
was no where to be feen. On fending oi) fhore however, a letter was 
found, wherein he told Cortes of the ftate of the harbour, and country, 
both of which he reprefented in a favorable light. We then flood out, 
and in the enfuing day his vcflcl joined us. At this time we were near 
the point of Pontonchan, the natives of which Cortes and many of us 
w’cre well inclined to punifh for their conduct on fornler occafions, but 
it ^K'as oppofixl by the pilots on account of the fhallownefs of the coafl, 
and height of the tides, whereby veflels are compelled to ride- at leaft 
two leagues out at fca. We therefore continued our \oyage for the 
river of Grijalva. 

On the thirteenth day of March 1519, we arrived with the whole 
armament at the river of Tabafeo or Grijalva. As we knew that it did 
not admit veflels of great burthen we fcle<^||^ the lighter ones, and in 
them, together with the boats, our troops proceeded to the fhore, and 
diiembarked at the point of Palmares, which was diflant from the town 
of '1 abafeo about half a league. The borders of the river, which arc 
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covered by nungroves, were filled with canoes containing amned In- 
dians » and above twelve thoufand warriors had ailomblcd in the town 
of Tabafeo which w'as at that time poncfled of an extenfive domination 
over the neighbouring diftri^ls. This aflbrded matter of furprife to us 
who had been at this place before, and the reafon of their prefent hof- 
tility we afterwards found to be, that the neighbouring nations of Poii- 
tonchan and Lazarus, (as w'e named the place,) had reproached them for 
their daflardly timidity, as they coniidered it, in treating amicably with 
us, inftead of attacking us at our landing as the others had done.. For 
this reafon they were determined to take the prefent opportunity of re- 
trieving their charadler with their neighbours. 

As foon as Cortes perceived what kind of reception he was to cx- 
pedl, he diret^ed Aguilar to addrefs himfclf to fbmc of the natives who 
appeared to be chiefs, and who were in a canoe w^hich was then pafling 
very near us, and alk them the reafon of thefe ho/lilc appearances when 
we came to them as friends and brothers, adding, that if they were 
rafli as to recur to hoflilitics they (hould certainly have caufe to repent it. 
This, and more to the fame purpofe being explained to them, only 
feemed to render them more violent ggainfl us, and they rcjdicd by 
threatening us all w'ith inftant death if we ventured to approacli their 
town, which they had fortified with parapets aud palifades. Aguilar 
then requellcd pfirmifTion to procure wood and water, and an interview 
with their caciques, to whom our general had matters of the grditcft 
importance and of a holy nature to communicate, but to this they only 
replied in the lame manner as before. 

Cortes hereupon ordered three guns to Ixr placed in each vellcl, and 
alfo divided the mulketecrs and crofs-bowmen through them. It was 
recolledled by us who had been there before, that a na^Tow road went 
from the point of Palmares, by fome brooks and marflies, to the town 
of Tabafeo. Cortes ordered three foldiers to watch the motions of the 
enemy, and report to him if they retired to their town ; which they 
Ihortly did. 
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Oil the next morning, after mals, our general detached Captain 
Alonzo de Avila with one hundred Ibldiers, to march by the narrow 
road already mentioned, with inilnK^ions, that as loon as he heard the 
diicharge of the artillery, hefliould attack the town on one iide, while 
the main body did the fame upon another. This being arranged, Cortes 
with his troops proceeded in the veflels towards the fhore near the town . 
As foon as thofc of the enemy who were in canoes amongd the man- 
groves perceived that w'c were proceeding to the attack, they all (allied 
out, and fuch a prodigious number of them collected at our point of dif- 
embarkatton, that nothing was to be feen around us but armed hofts, 
nor heard except their trumpets, horns, and timbrels. 

.Cortes oblerving this, ordered a halt, and that tlic bring biould 
not commence^ for he wifhed to proceed in a ftridlly jufttbable manner. 
He therefore ordered Diego de Godoy a royal notary, formally to re- 
quire them to permit us to fupjily ourfelves with wood and water, and 
lixak to them as wc were in duty bound upon what concerned the fer- 
vicc of our God and King, warning them, that in caiie of violence th^ 
'Were anfwerublc for all the mifehtef that rcfultcd. All this, being duly 
.explained to them produced no efi^, they loomed as determined to op- 
pofe us as they were before. They made with their drums the (ignals 
for a general attack, and to clofe upon us, and thelc were immediately 
followed by discharges of arrows. Their canoes then proceeded to fur- 
round us, and we were compelled to fight them up to our middles in 
water. We were detained a confidciablc time here, partly owing to the 
attacks of the enemy with their lances and arrows, partfy^ to the depth 
of the mud on the fliorc, from which we could not extricate ourfelves 
but with great difficulty; and Cortes in particular, was obliged to leave 
one of his buikins behind him in it, and come to land barefooted. Wc 
were jufl at that rime in very great difiiculty, but as ibon as wc got to 
the dry knd, with our general at our head, calling upon St. Jago, we 
fell upon the enemy, and forced them to give a little ground. They then 
fell back behind. fome circular works confiru(^ed of large timber, until 
wc alio drove them from thence^ and entered by certain fmall gateways 
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into the town. Wo then drove them before ns up the ftreet to a fecoml 
barricade, behind which they polled themfclves, fronting us valiantly, 
\\ hiHling, and Ihouting, ** A1 calachioni,** or “ kill the captain.** While 
we were thus engaged, the party commanded by Captain De Avila and 
which had marched from the point of Palmares arrived, and joined ps 
moll opportunely. He had been retarded on his route, in crolfing 
marfhes and breaking down barricades, whereby he arrived at the moA 
convenient moment, for we had been detained longer than we cxpc<fled 
in making the fummons which I have related. We now drove the 
enemy before us, though they fought manfully and never could be 
made turn their backs, until they arrived at a grciit enclofed court, 
where were Ibme large apartments and halls, and three houlcs contain- 
ing idols. Here they had collcdled all their ellcdls', but as they were 
forced to evacuate this laft poll, our general ordered a halt, and that 
they Ihould be purfued no farther. 

Cortes took pofTclTion of the country for his Majerty'and in his 
Toyal name in the following manner. Drawing his (word, he gave 
three cuts wdth it into a great ceiba tree which llootl in the area of this 
enclofurc, and faid, that again A any who denied his Majclly’s claim, 
he was ready to defend and maintain it, with the fword and lliield 
which he then held. Tl\is ftep was generally approved of, and it was 
formally witnellal by a royal notary. It gave caufe for fccret murmurs 
however amongft the party of Vclafqucz. In thefe adlions fourteen of 
our foldicrs were wounded j I received a flight one, and eighteen of the 
enemy were left dead upon the field. Here we polled llrong guards, 
and halted for the night. 

On the next day Cortes detached Captain P. de Alvarado with one 
hundred men, to inarch through and reconnoitre the country for the 
dillance of two leagues round our poll. On this occafion the interpre- 
ter Mdehorejo being ordered to attend, it was found that he liad tlc- 
ferted on the preceding night, leaving his clothes behind him. This 
vexed Cortes much, as it was to be apprehended that he could convey 
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to his countrymen intelligence very injurious to us. Our general de- 
tached a fccond party of equal flrength and upon the fame duty under 
Captain Francifeo dc Lugo. This lafl mentioned detachment had not 
marched far, when it fell in with feveral large bodies of the enemy’s 
warriors, who attacked our people on all (ides, infomuch that all the va- 
lour of De Lugo and his foldicrs could not repulfe them and he was 
obliged to fall l»ck, which he however did with great regularity, to 
our quarters, fending before him a fwift Indian of Cuba to call for 
fuccour. Alvarado with his detachment had advanced fomewhat far- 
ther, to the diAance of above a league from the town, when his progrefs 
was intercepted by an arm of the lea, or river. Being obliged thereby 
to inarch in another diretSlion, it was the will of God that he fhould 
come within hearing of the mulketr}% and tlic inftruments and (houts 
of the Indians with whom Dc Lugo was engaged. He immediately 
flew to his relief, and the two bodies joining repelled the enemy and re- 
treated towards the town, in which w'c who occupied it had at the lame 
tirhe been attacked by great bodies of the enemy, whom however wc 
foon made retreat by the efle^ of our muflcctry and crofs-bows, and 
our good fwords. As foon as Cortes received intelligence that his de- 
tachments were engaged, he fallied out at the head of all of us who 
could carry arms, and wc met our companions in their retreat, at about 
half a leagues diAance. They had loA in the engagement two foldiers 
of the company of Captain de Lugo, and had in all eleven wounded. 
Wc returned with them to the town, bringing with us three prifoners, 
one of whom appeared to be a chief. We were informed by them that 
Mclehorejo had advii^ them to attack us by day and by night, where- 
by they would, he laid, dcAroy us, being fo few. The native who 
told us this we rdeafed and fent to his countrymen with an amicable 
mcfhige, but he never returned, and Aguilar was informed by the others, 
that wc were to cxpe<A to be attacked by the whole force of the warriors 
of that country. 

When Cortes underAood the formidable preparations which were 
making againA us, he ordered the horfes to be landed, and all the 
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wounded men who were able to marcli to turn out. The horics w'hcn 
firft brought to land were very dull and torpid, but in the courfe of a 
day thej' recovered their fpirit. Several of our beft and moft alert young * 
men were at this time taken fo ill and weak by an ailment in the reins, 
that they could not (land on their feet, or help thcmfclvcs : we could 
only account for it from their good living in Cuba, and the heat of the 
weather, and weight of their arms. Cortes ordered them to be put on 
board the (liips, and adigning the horfes to the bed horfemcn, he fur- 
nilhed each with a breaftplate with bells hanging to it, and gave his 
cavalry general indru<flions not to halt, or make thrufts with the lance, 
until the enemy w'cre put to flight, but in their attack to point at their 
faces. He fcle^ed the following oflicers and foldiers to ferve in the*- 
cavalry. Chriftoval dcOli, P. de Alvarado, A. H. Piicrtocarrero, J. de 
Eicalante, F. de Montejo, Alonzo de Avila, J. V. de Leon, I'rancifco 
deMorla, Lares (called by way of diflin(5tion the good horfeman,), 
Gonzalo Dominguez another excellent horfeman. Moron del Bayamo, 
and P. Gonzadcs de Truxillo. This body was commanded by Cortes in> 
perfon. The artillery he put under the command of Mefi, the infantry 
under that of Diego de Ordas, and the colours were borne by Anthonio 
de Villarocl. Being thus arranged and appointed, our whole force 
took the field early on the morning of the tlay of our lady in the month 
of March, after hearing mafs, and proceeded to the plain of Ciniia, our 
cavalry making*a circuit in order to avoid fome marfliy ground. 

Having marched about a league we faw the enemy in tlic plain in 
our front, advancing againfl; us, founding their tmrapets, horns, and 
drums, with plumes of feathers on their heads, their faces painted black, 
red, and white, all of tliem bearing defenfive armour of quilted cotton, 
and fliiclds, and their oflTenfive arms confifting of large bows and ar- 
rows, lances, two handed fwords, darts, and flings. Their numbers 
covered the whole plain, and they fell upon us furioufly, wounding 
above feventy of our Ibldicrs by the firft difeharge of their miflilc 
weapons. One foldier fell inftantly tlead by an arrow which pierced 
his car : his name was Saldana. The cuenvy then clofird upon and 
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fought with us foot to foot, while we with our cannon, . mulkctry, 
croJ’s-bows, and fwords, maintained our ground firmly. When they 
*had pretty well experienced the fharpnefs of our fwords, they drew off 
a little, but it was only to (hoot at us with more advantage ; our artil- 
lery now however made great havoc amongft them from the manner in 
which they were crouded together, and they w^ at that difhmce which 
enabled us to fire at them with the greatefl advantage;, but all could not 
make them give way. 

I advifed Captain dc Ordas to dole w'ith them, bccaufc they fbemed 
to be (hy of our fwords, and had the advantage of their miflile weapons 
when at a little difhmcc ; but he objeded to this, obferving that they 
were three hundred for every one of us. However we did advance upon 
them, and as they were unwilling to come wdthin the reach of our 
fwords they yielded ground, and inclined towards a marfh. During 
all this time we were anxioufly looking out for Cortes, and very ap- 
prehenfive that he Jjad met with fomc difaflcr. 

I recoiled that in this battle, every time that tltc cannon were 
fired, the Indians (houted, whiflled, and founded their inftruments, 
throwing up ftraw and dull in the air, and crying, ** Ala, lala ;** 
this they did to prevent our perceiving the mifehief done by our artillery 
in their crouded bodies. While we were engaged as f have now de- 
feribed, we were rejoiced a tthc fight of Cortes approaching to our fup- 
port. As the cavalry came round by the rear of the Indians, w'ho were 
intircly occupied in their attacks upon us, die latter did not perceive 
them until they made their charge. The ground being very level, moll* 
of the horfes adkivc, and the men expert, they now rode through the 
bodies of the enemy as they chofe, and we, encouraged by this fupport, 
reiterated our efibrts on our fide. The Indians foruck with furprife 
thought that the horfe and his rider were one; they were terrified at the 
light, and in an inflant fled to the adjacent woods and mailhes, leaving 
the field and vi<Slory to us. 
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Being thus mafters of the held, after taking breath Cortes related 
to us how he had been retarihl in his march by bad ground, and the 
attacks of fome bodies of the enemy who had wounded five of his men 
and eight horfes. The cavalry then difmounted, and under a grove of 
trees on the field of battle, we gave thanks to God and our Lady his 
bleflcxi mother with ujdifted hands, for the victory which they had 
given to us ; in confequence whereof, and on account of the day on 
which the battle was fought, a town was afterwards founded on that 
fpot named Santa Maria dc La Vitoria. We next proceeded to take care 
of our wounds, which wc bound up, and thofc of the horfes we drefled 
with the fat of the Indians whom wc found dead thereabout. Wc then 
walked over the field to examine the lofs of the enemy, which wc found 
to amoimt to upwards of eight hundred, dead or dying of their wnunds 
by cannon fhots, and thole of our fmall arms or fwords ; alfo where 
the cavalry had charged we found them to lie very thick. For the firll 
hoirr of this battle wc could not force the enemy to yield us an inch of 
ground, nor did they until they faw the cavalry coming on them. 

Wc made five Indians prifoners, two of whom appeared to be 
chiefs ; the day was growing late, and wc were fatigued ; wg therefore 
retreated to our quarters, firft burying two of our foldicrs, w'ho were 
killed, one by a wound in the car, and the other by one in the throat, 
and then, after dhriling our wounds with the fat of Indians, and having 
placed good guards round our poll, wc cat our fuppers, and w^ent to 
our repofe. 

In his account of this action Gomara fays, that previous lo the ar- 
rival of the nruiin body of the cavalry under Cortes, Francifeo de Morla 
appeared in the field upon a grey dappled horfc, and that it was one of 
the holy apoftlcs, St. Peter or St. Jago, difguiled under his perfon. I 
fay, that all our works and vi<5Iories arc guided by the hand of our Lord 
jefus Chrill, and that in this battle, there were fo many enemies to 
every one of us, that they could have buried us under the dull they 
could have held in their hands, but that the great mercy of God aided 
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US throughout. What Gomata aiTcits might be the cafe, and I, (inner 
as I am, was not worthy to lie permitted to fee k. What 1 did (<x was, 
Francifeo dc Morla riding in company with Cortes and the reft upon a 
chefnut horfe, and that circumftancc, and all the others of that day ap- 
pear to me at this moment that 1 am writing, as if a<ftually pafting in 
the view of thefe (inful eyes. But although I, unworthy (inner that I 
am, was unfit to behold either of thofc holy apoftles, upwards of four 
liundrcd of us were prefent, let their teftimony be taken. Let enquiry 
alfo be made how it liappiencd, tliat when the town was founded on that 
fpot, it was not named after one or other of thofc holy apoftles, and 
called St. Jago dc la Vitoria, or St. Pedro de la Vitoria, as it was Santa 
JMaria, and a church ercdled and dedicated to one of thofc holy faints. 
Very bad chriftians were we indeed, according to the account of Gomara, 
who when God font us his apoftles to fight at our head, did not every * 
day after acknowledge and return tlianks for fo great a mercy ! Would 
to heaven that it were (b, but until 1 read the chronicle of Gomara I 
never heard of it, nor wiis it ever mentioned amongft the conquerors 
who were then prefent. 

I have related how w'c made two chiefs prifbncrs in the late battle; 
having b^n kindly treated by Cortes, and exhorted to induce their 
countrymen to come into amicable terms, they w’crc difmided for that 
purpofe, after having been prefented with a number of beads, and arti- 
ficial diamonds. Thclc Indians faithfully executed their million ; and 
to fuch an efiedt, that the chiefs of the province immediately fent 
fifteen of thev Haves with their faces befmeared with black, and in 
wretched habits, in fign of contrition for what had paded, and bearing 
fowls, roafted fi(h, and maize, as a prefent. Cortes received them 
with kindnefs, but the interpreter fpeaking fomewhat angrily to them 
faid, that it was with chiefs, and not with Haves that we were to treat. 

On the enfuing day thirty Indians of rank came in good dredes 
with another prefent, and to requeft permidion to inter their dead that 
they ftiould not be eaten by lions and tygers. This being granted 
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they proceeded to bum and inter tlie bodies. They alfo informed 
us that on the next day we fhould receive an cmbaily to treat concluHvcly 
of peace. Accordingly, at the time mentioned, ten chiefs richly drefled 
aiTi\’ed with much ceremony, and faluted Cortes and the red of us ; they 
brought with them veiTids of inccnle which they of&rcd to us, demand* 
ing pardon for the pad, and declaring their good intentions in future. 
Cortes aduming a grave countenance told them they def^rved death for 
tliclr neglc<d of our former oders of peace; but that our great Monarch 
Don Carlos had enjoined us to favour them fo far as tlicy fhould deferve 
it, and in cafe of their adopting a bad line of condu<d, they fhould again 
feel the ededt of our vengeance. He then caufed a cannon to be dred, 
the noife of which terrified them, whofc imaginations were under the 
impredlon of its being a living creature ; and the noife of the ball in the 
neighbouring wootls confirmed them in their way of thinking. One 
of the mod fpirited of the horfes was then broiight into the apartment, 
and it being fo contrived that he fhould (how himfclf to the grcatcfl ad- 
vantage, his apparent derccncfs, and his adtion, druck the natives with 
awe. Shortly after this twenty Indians of burtlien arrived bearing pro- 
vtfions for our ufe. Cortes converfed a long time with ihc chiefs, W'ho 
at length took their leave, highly contented with the rcfult of their vifit. 

On the enfuing day we were vifited by many chiefs of the neigh- 
bouring didridls,^ who brought with them prefents of gold wrought 
into various forms, fomc rcfcmbling the human face,' others of animads, 
birds, and beads, fuch as lizards, dogs, and ducks. Alfo three dia- 
dems, and two pieces in form like the foie of a fandal, with fomc other 
articles of little value, nor do I recoUedt the amount of the whole. They 
alfo brought fomc mantles of very large fize, but that part of the pre- 
fent which we held in the highed edimation was twenty women, 
among whom was the excellent Donna Marina, for fb fhe was called 
after her baptifm. Cortes thanked the chiefs for their vifit, but caufed 
it to be intimated to them, that the certain indication of peace was, the 
return of the inhabitants to their town, which by their authority he 
expedit'd to foe done within two days, and this was accordingly com- 
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plied with in the time prefcribed. They alfo on being called on to re- 
nounce their idolatrous woiihip* declared a ready aficnt upon that point. 
Cortes explained to them the mylleries of our true faith, and thole parts 
of it which are reprefented in the crucifix, and the image of our Holy 
Virgin. To this the caciques -replied that they admired the ** Tccle- 
** ciguata,** which in their language li'gnifies a great princefs. 

When thele people were quellioned as to their hoftilities againll 
us they excufed themlclves by faying, that they had been inlligated 
thereto by the cacique of Champoton, and alfo by our Indian inter- 
preter who deferted from us. This man Cortes was very anxious to 
lay hands on, but to his enquiries concerning him the anfwcr was, that 
he had fled: it came to our knowledge however afterwards, that he had 
been facrificed. Being queftioned as to the place where they obtained 
their gold they replied, that it was on the weft, and they frequently 
repeated, ** Culchua,” and “ Mexico,” words, the lignification of 
which 'Was at this time unknown to us. We had here an interpreter 
nanaed Francifeo, who had alfo been with Grijalva ; he did not under— 
ftand the language of Tabafeo in the leaft, but knew perfedWy what 
they meant by the word Culchua, which country, he endeavoured to 
explain to Cortes, lay far within the land. 

On the enfuing day, an altar being built and the cmcifix crc<fted, 
the tQwn of Tabafeo changed its name for that of Santa Maria de la 
Vitoria. The twenty Indian women who had been brought to us, 
were upon this occalion baptized, the Rev. Father Bartholome de Ol- 
inedo preaching to them many good things touching our holy faith. 
Donna Marina, the principal of them, was a woman of high rank, 
'\vhich indeSSI^^ (hewed in her appearance; and thefe were the firft 
chriftian wonioi^ New Spain ; Cortes gave one to each of his captains, 
and we remained here five days longer, taking care, of our lick and 
wounded. This time Cortes’ employed in conciliating the natives, re- 
coimncnding to them to prderve their allegiance to his Majelly our 
Emperor, whereby tliey Ihould CDfurc our protection to them ; this they 
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promifcd faithfully to perform, and thclc were the firft of the natives of 
this country who became vailkls to the Spanilh monarchy. 

On the next day, (Palm Simdiiy) with the ajflidance of the natives 
a crofs was made in a large cciha tra: on the fpot where the battle, was 
fought, in order to afford a long memorial thereof, for this tree has the 
quality of reproducing its bark. The natives attended at the adoration 
of the holy image and crofs, which we went in procelTIon to pay our, 
devotions to, on this fedival. They then at our rcquilition aflided us 
to make our preparations to rc-embark, our pilots wilhing to get far oiV 
that coall, which the wind at this time blew flrongly upon ; and all 
things being prepared, and Cortes having taken leave of the natives, in 
the evening of this day the troops went on board, and on the enfuing 
morning failed for St. Juan de Ulua. 

As we proceeded along the coafl, thofe of us who had l)ccn there 
before with Grijalva pointcil out to Cortes tlic different places we faw on 
the land, faying, here Sir is La Rambla, and there Tonala or St. An- 
ton : more forward we (hewed him the great river of Guacacualco, the 
lofty mountains covered with fnow, thofe of St. Martin, and Roca Par- 
tida. We then (hewed him the rivers of Alvarado, and Vanderas, Ifla 
Blanca, and Ida Verde, and clofc to the land Ida de Los Saertdeios, 
and early in the evening of holy Thurfday we thus arrived at the port 
of St. Juan de Ulua. I recollcdt that while we were pointing out 
places to Cortes, a cavalier named Pucrtocarrcro came up to him and 
faid, “ It feems to me Sir as if thc(e gentlemen who have been here bc- 
** fore are making their exhibition, as it were, here you fee Montednos 
“ of France, and here you fee the great city of Paris, and here the 
** waters of the Ducro where they run to the fca. But I fay fee the rich 
** lands, and look to your mcafures!” Cortes very well underftood the 
purport to w'hich this was fpoken, and replied, ** God give us fortune 
“ in arms like the Paladin Roldan, and for the red:, having you gentle- 
“ men for foldicrs, 1 fhall know very well how to a<Sl to good effed.** 
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The ydung native who was ba]»ti2ed by the name of Donna Ma- 
rina, and who rendered fuOh dSent^ fervices in the iequel, was the 
daughter of the chief or Prince of Painala, a powerful lord who had 
ieveral dillrii^s fubjdft to him, eight leagues from Guacacualco. He 
dying while this lady was an infant, his widow married another chief, 
a young utitn, by whom (he had a fon whom they determined to place 
in fuCtt^on after them. They therefore gave tUs girl to certain In- 
dians of Xicalango to carry off feeretly, and caufed it to be itimouied 
that Ihe was dead ; which report they corroborated by taking the ad- 
vantage of the death of a child about her age, the daughter of a flave. 
The people of Xicalango gave her to thofc of Tabafeo, and the latter to 
Cortes, by whom (he was prefented to a cavalier named Alonzo Her- 
nandez Puertocarrero : when he went to CMd Cailillc, Cortes took her 
to himfelf, and had by her a fon who was named Don Martin Cortes, 
and who was a commander of the order of St. Jago. She afterwards on 
our expedition to Higucras married a cavalier named Juan Xaramillo. 

Donna Marina had by her birth an univerfsd influence and cemfe- 
quence through theie countries i fhe was of a fine figure, frank manners, 
prompt genius, and intrepid fpirit; an excellent linguift, and of moft 
dflcntial fcrvicc to Cortes whom fhc always accompanied. I was ac- 
quainted with her mother, and her half brother, who was at the time 
I knew him grown up; they governed their territory* conjointly, the 
Axrcmd hufband being alfb dead. They were aftcrwaids baptized, the 
morther by the name of Marta, the fon by the name of Lazarus ; this 
I'know, for in the expedition to Higueras, when Cortes palled through 
Guacacualco, he fummoned all the neighbouring chiefs to meet him in 
that fettlement ; and amcmgfl many others came the mother, and half 
brother of this lady. She had told me before that fhe was of that pro- 
vince, and in truth fhe much irefemblcd her mother who immediately 
recognifed her. Both the old lady and her Ion were terrified, thinking 
that they were fent for to be put to death, and cried bitterly, but Donna 
Marina dried their tears, faying, that (he forgave them, that at the 
time they fent her from them they were ignocant of what they did ; and 
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that Hie thanked God, who had taken her from the worHiip cd* idol$ to 
the true church, and was happier in having a (bn by her lord and mailer 
Cortes, and in being married to a cavalier like her hulband, than if (he 
had been fovcreign of all the provinces of New Spain. All this I heard 
with my own cars, and fwcar to the truth thereof. Amen. At parting 
ihe gave them a very handfome prclent of gold, and thus difmilTcd them. 
This llory brings to my mind that of jofeph in Egypt, when his bro- 
thers were in his power. Doiina Marina underllood the language of 
Guacacualco and Mexico which is one and the fame, and as fhe alfo 
could converlc with Aguilar in that of Tabalcoaad Yucatan, we thus 
acquired a medium of communication with the Mexican language, 
which was an obje^ of great mqx>rtaiioe to us. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Arrival of the Armament commanded ly H, Cortes, at St. Juan de 
Ulna. TrarfaClions and Occurrences there. 

On Holy Thurfday of the year 1519. wc arrived at the port of St 
Juan de Ulua, and Cortes hoided the royal ftandard. In about half an 
hour, two large canoes called piraguas full of Mexicans fet off from tlic 
fhorc to vifit the (hip which bore the flag. When thc(e people cam' 
on board, they enquired for the lord, or as they exprefs it Tlauxm, 
who was pointed out to them by Donna Marina. They tVirr. 'idvanced 
to CortCvS with great refpedl, and informed him that a fervant of their 
(bvercign Montezuma had (ent them to wait upon him, to know who 
we were, what our bufinefs was, and if we were in want oi any thing, 
in which cafe they had orders to fupply us. Cortes thanked Oicm, and 
having made them a prefent of fome cut glafs, ordered an entertainment 
to be (erved up, after which he declared that the object of his vifit was, 
to fee and treat with the people of thofe countries ; that no one (hould 
fudain any injury by him, and that he hoped they would have caufc to 
be.fatisfied with his arrival there. 

On Good Friday wc difembarked the cavalry, infantry, and artil- 
lery, on the (and hills of which that coad is compofed ; and having 
poded our artillery, and laifed an] altar, we condrutded temporary bar- 
racks. On the enfuing day we were vidted by many of the natives, 
who brought hatchets wherewith they proceeded to work in nuking 
the huts, that of Cortes efpecially, more convenient; they alfo brought 
mantles to guard us from the fun, and a prefent of gold, fowU, bread, 
and plumbs, Thofe who brought them informed Cortes, that on the 
next day the governor of the province intended to wait upon him, 
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At the appointed time, on tlic day of the fcaA of the rcfurrc^lion, 
a nobleman named Tendile wlio was the governor fpoken of, accom> 
panied by Pitalpttoquc afterwards called Ovandillo, and attended by a 
great train of folU>wcrs bearing vari»)ns articles of provihon, with much 
rcfpetJl and ccre*mony, advanced, and made three reverences to Cortes 
and the foldiers who were about him. Cortes went to meet and bid the 
two chiefs welcome : he then cauted mafs to be faid, after which the 
tables were pKurvl, and he together with certain of his captains and the 
two Mexican lords, fat down to dinner. Their rcpall ended, and hav- 
ing withdraw n together he informed them, that he was the vailal of the 
grcatcA prince in the world, who had lent us thither, to W'ait upon the 
king of thofc countries, whofe fame had reached him, in order to con- 
tra<A a treaty of peace and amity, and to tell many things to him of the 
greateft import to Ik known. To this Tendile fomewhat haughtily 
replied, faying, ** How is this ? You arc but juft arrived, and you talk 
*• of feeing monarch; receive this prefent which he fends you, and 
'* it i‘- tip ■ f<' think of other things afterwards.*’ He then 

took out of a cheft many pieces ol gtikl well wrought, which he pre- 
fented to Cortes, together with ten loads of fine mantles of white cotton 
adorned w ith plumage ; and many other things, which, it being fo 
long ago, 1 do not recollect. After thcle followed an abundant fupply 
of provilions. Inch as fowls, fruit, and roafted fifli. Cortes in return 
prefented them With artificial diamonds, and requefted that they would 
encourage the natives to come anil barter with us, which they promHcd 
to do. We afterwards learned that thefe noble Mexicans were the go- 
vernors of the provinces named Cotaftlan, Tuftepeque, Guazpaltcpequc, 
Tlataltcclo, and other diftriifts which had been lately reduced to fub- 
jcitlion under their monarch. Cortes then produced as a prelcot for the- 
great Montezuma, an, arm-chair elegantly carved and painted, fomc arti- 
ficial jewels t ailed margajitas cnvcllopcd in perfumed cotton, a ftring of 
artificial diamonds, and a crimfon cap with a gold medal whereon was 
reprefented St. George killing the dragon. Thefe he defired Tendile to 
prefent to his mafter in the name of our fovereign, and to fignify to him 
at the fame time, his requeft to know when he might he permitted to 
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wait upon him. To this the Mexican noblemsHi refried, that his 
monarch would be happy to hold an intercourfe with our emperor, and 
that the application fhould be immediately made, and an anfwer tranf- 
mitted. 

With this embaily fome of the ablcil painters of Mexico had been 
fent, who drew reprefentations to the life, of the countenance of Cortes, 
the other captains and foldicrs, Donna Marina, Aguilar, and even the 
greyhounds, guns, and balls. Cortes perceiving this, in order to im- 
prefs the people and their monarch with a formidable idea of our power, 
caufed the guns to be loaded with a high charge of powder, and mount- 
ing his horfe, ordered the cavalry down to the wet fands, which w'cre 
liaixl, to cxcrciie under the command of P. de Alvarado. Me took care 
to call the attention, as it were by accident, of the ambailadors at the 
moment that the guns were fired, and as the air was calm, the cxplo- 
fion, and node of the balls through the trees, flruck the natives with 
ailonifhmcnt, ami thclc circumftances were immediately rcprcfcntcd in 
the painted cloths. 

Tendile who was the moil acute of the ‘wo in appearance, re- 
marked at this time a partly gilt helmet with one of our ft)]dicrs, and 
oblervcd that it refemblcd one which had belonged to their anceftors, 
and which was placed on the head of their god Huitzilopochtli ; he there- 
fore exprefled a wifli to carry it to Montezuma. Cortes immediately 
prefented it to him, faying at the lame time, that in order to afeertain 
wliat rclcmblance exifted between the gold of the two countries, it 
W'ould not be amifs to return it filled with grains of that inctitl, as a fit 
prefent for our Emperor. Tendile now took his leave, afifuring Cortes 
that he would fpcedily return w ith the anfwer to his requeft. The in- 
telligence of what had [palled, together with our prefents, was rapidly 
conveyed to Montezuma by this olficer, who was as eminent for his 
fwiftnefs of foot, as for his rank. That Monarch was moll particularly 
llruck with the fight of the helmet ; and it imprdled ftrongly on his 
mind the idea, that wc were' the men dellined by heaven to rule thole 
countries. 
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The other lord, PitsJpitoquc, tAablilhed his* rcfidcncc in a icni|>orary 
building, at a little diAance from our camp, hib people fupplying the 
table of Cortes with provifions, and the foldicfS fubliAing by b^cr. 
Thus fix or fcven days palled, at the expiration of which time, we one 
morning perceived Tendile approaching, followed by upwards of a hun- 
dred men bearing prefents. With him came alfo a great Mexican lord, 
who in countenance, feature, and perfon, ftrongly rcfcmblcd Cortes ; 
and the rcafon of his being joined in the embafly was, that when the 
paintings were exhibited at the court, ewry one was immediately Aruck 
with the refcmblance which the portrait of Cortes bore to this lord, 
who was named QuintaU>or. The likenefs was fo Arong, that whilA 
he remained among us in camp, we in fpeaking of them ufed to fay, 
this, and the other Cortes. 

On the arrival of the amlxiflitdors in the prefe»icc of Cortes, they 
fouclicd the ground with their hands and kiAkl them, and with their 
veflHs of incenfe fumigated him and the rcA. After Ibmc conver- 
fation, mats and mantles being Cpread out, the prelcnts were difplayed 
upon them. The firA was a plate of gold of the fizc of the wheel of a 
carriage, rcprelcnting the fun, admirably wrought, and faid to be worth 
iipwanls of twenty thoufand crowns ; a larger one, equally wrought, of 
filver, reprefenting the moon ; the helmet already mentioned filled with 
gold in its native Aate to the amount of three thoufand crowns, but the 
information we hereby obtained of the value of the mines we cAimated 
at more than thirty thoufand ; thirty pieces of wrought gold reprefent- 
ing ducks, very well executed, others in the forms of deer, dogs, lions, 
tygers, and apes ; twelve arrows ; a bow with the cord ; two rods like 
thofe borne by officers of jiiAice, five palms long; fen collars, and many 
other ornaments, all of fine gold, and caA, of moulded work. After 
thefc were protluced plumes of feathers rcprcfcntcd in gold, others of 
filver, together with fans of the fame materials, beautiful pcnachcs of 
green feathers, thirty loads of the fincA cotton cloth, with many othtr 
things which I cann^-now rccolledl. 
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All thele being laid before Cortes, the ambalTadors made a fpeech, 
wherein they told him that with the* fame good will that their monarch 
fent the pre^t, it was hoped he would receive it, and divide it as he 
thought beft among thcTeuks with him. They alfo communicated to 
him a medage from the great Montezuma to this edb£l; ** That he re- 
** joiced in the arrival of fuch brave men in his country as the accounts 
** he hsul received proved us to be ; that he much wilhed to fee our 
** great emperor, and to communicate by a reciprocation of prelents 
** with him ; and that he was ready to render us any fervices ; but that 
** as to vifits to his court, they were attended with many difficulties, 
** and he did not wifli for them,** Cortes received this meflage with 
apparent good humour, and prelmtcd cacli of the ambaifadors witli 
holland (hirts and other articles of fmall value, but replied by oblerving, 
that after having eroded fuch a vad fpacc of fca, he could not setiirn 
without executing the miffion which he had been (bit upon, which 
was, to fee and (peak to the Emperor Montezuma in perfon, fuch be- 
ing the orders of our great monarch, which he was compelled and de- 
termined to obey. The ambad&dors replied that they would convey his 
melTage, but gave no hopes of a favorable anfwcr. Out of our poor 
means Cortes contrived to fend by them a (ccond prefent ; it con/iflcJ 
of a glafs cup of Venetian manufa<dure, curioufly gilt and wrought 
with (igures, three holland (hirts, and fome other articles. With thefe 
the tw'o ambadadors returned to Mexico, leaving Fitalpitoquc to take 
the charge of providoning our camp. 

Cortes (bing that thefe uninhabited (and banks inkfted by mof- 
quitos were dt(bivantageous for a (btlement, ordered Krancifeo de Mon- 
tejo, with two fmall (hips, to proceed along the coad for the fpace of 
ten days fail, in fearch of a port in a better dtuation. Montejo ad- 
vanced as dur as the great river of Fanuco, which he could not pafs on 
account of the violence of the currents. He accordingly returned with- 
out being able to report any information, except that twelve leagues 
from this place, he had (een a town or fortrefs named Quiabutdlan, and 
near it a harbour which appeared .to the pilot to be (ecure to the north. 

It 
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It w’as afterwards'callcd Puerto dd Nombre Fco from its reldnblance to 
one of that name in Old Spain. In this expedition Montejo employed 
ten or twelve days, during which time the Mexican lord who was in- 
truiled with the care of our provihons, relaxed ib much, that we began 
to experience great diflrefs ; our bread grew rotten, and unlclt we were 
fuccefsful in filhing we might i):ur\'c, for the lew Indians who occa- 
fionalJy brought fowls valued them much higher than th^ had done 
at firll. 

After waiting for fome time very impatiently, the Mexican am- 
bailador Tcndilc returned, with a preient of ten loads of the hnefl mantles 
of cotton and feathers. Montezuma alfo fent four jewels called calchi- 
huis, refembling emeralds, moA highly valued by the Mexicans, and 
various articles of gold, to the amount of three thouliind crowns. The 
two noblemen, Tendilc and Pitalpitoquc, for the third who rcfcmblcd 
Cortes had fallen ill on the road, infomnd our general that the great 
Montezuma had received his preient with nuie'h iarisfadtion, but that as 
to the interview, he could not pemiit any more to be faid on the fubjed. 
That thefe rich jewels each of which, exceeded in value a load of gold 
w'crc intended for oiu emperor, and that hcTew'ith all farther intcrcouric 
with Mexico was precluded. Cortest though greatly mortified, thanked 
them Jlblitely, and turning to feme of us who W'crc prefent faid, *' 'fruly 
“ this is a great monarch, and rich: w'^ith the pcrmifiion of God we 
“ muft fee him.*’ To which all the (bldicrs replied, that they wCrc 
ready to march. At this moment the bell tolled for the Avc Maria, and 
all of us fiJI on our knees, before the holy crofs. 

The Mexican noblemen being very inquifitive to know the 
meaning of this, Cortes hinted to the Rc;v. Father Bartholomc the 
the propriety of a fermon, fuch as fhould convey to then, the truths ol 
our holy faith. Fra. Bartholome accordingly preached, like an ex- 
cellent theologian which he was, explaining the myfterics of the crofs, 
at the fight of which the evil beings they worlhippcd as gods fled away. 

'1 hefe fubjeds and much more he dilated upon, and it was pcrfcdly ex- 
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plained to, and underilood by the Mexicans, who promiied that they 
would relate all they had feen and heard to their fovereign. He alfo de« 
Glared to theni, that amongfl the principal objc<51s of our million thither, 
were, thofe of putting a ftop to human facriiices, injuftices, and idola- 
trous worfhip ; and then, prefenting them with an image of our Hdy 
Virgin with her fon in her arms, he deiircd them to take it with them, 
to venerate it, and to plant crofles iimilar to that before them in their 
temples. 

A number of articles of gold were now brought in order to barter 
by the natives, and with this we paid for the proviiions, principally 
fi(h, which we could procure j this was our only prefent rcfourcc 
againfl abfolutc Avant j we were moftly provided with thole toys which 
were in requeft among the Indians, and with them we procured the 
gfdd, which as foon as obtained was paid to our hlhermen, who w'crc 
chiefly the mariners of the fleet. Cortes well knew of this private 
trade, nor did it aflbrd him diflatisfat^tion, as he conlidered it a fur- 
therance of his views, though he concealed his mind upon the 
fubje^. 

The partizans of Vclafquez however began now’ to grow jealous 
at this pradtice, and demanded Cortes to make fuch regulations as 
fhouM bring all the gold which had been, or was in future to be pur- 
chafed, into one common flock, under the care of a treafurcr. To this 
Cortes conlented, and named for the purpofc one Gonzalo Mexia. He 
then tiuned to thofe who had made th^ application and with an angry 
countenance laid, “ Look you gentlemen 1 Our companions fuller under 
•* want; I therefore thought it prudent to connive at what w’as doing > 
•* all they obtained amounts to a mere trifle, with the blcfltng of God 
"•we have great and fplcndid profpedis before us ; it is now proclaimed, 
•* as you have delired ; Icc if tlie Ibldiers will in future be able to pro- 
cure food.** It is upon this tranfadlion that Gomara relates, that it 
was done as a piece of art by Cortes, to induce Montezuma to think 
that gold was no object with the Spaniards ; but the application for the 
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cafque to be returned filled with gold, iuid other previous circumAances 
muft have fully convinced him to the contrary. 

One morning at this time, wc wctc difagreeably furprifed by jicr- 
c'civing that all our Mexican neighbours had quittcxl us without taking 
IcavT. This wc afterwards learned was done by the order of Monte- 
zuma, who was determined to permit no nnore conferences. It feems 
this monarch veas greatly bigott^ to the worfiiip of liis idols, to which 
he every day facrificed boys, in order to obtain diredtions how to a(Sl. 
Their commands were, that he fhould hold no farther intercourfc with 
us, and they forbid the reoqption of tlie crucifix in Mexico. This was 
the caufe of the flight of our former neighbours, which gave us an 
alann and we prepared for hoAilit^. 

One day whilA 1 and another foldicr were ccntinels upon the lands 
at fome diftance from our poA, we remarked the approach of five na- 
tives, whom, in order not to create an uniK'C(‘A.iry alarm in the camp, 
wc fuAbred to come up clofe to us. Thcfc men falutcd us in a friendly 
manner, and by figns defired to be brought to our camp, 1 therefore 
left my comrade at the out-poA, and attended tlicm thither, for 1 then 
had the full ufe of my limbs, far otherwife than at prefent that I am 
worn down and old. When 1 liad brought them to Cortes they falutcd 
him with great reverence, addrefling him with the title of Lopllucio, 
or lord, which is the fignification of tlic word in the Totonaquean 'lan- 
guage. Thefe Indians were very different in their appearance from tlic 
Mexicans, and they wore in their ears large rings of Aone painted blue, 
and very fine leaves of gold in their lips. As their language was un- 
intelligible to our interpreters, Donna Marina aiked in the Mexican if 
any of them could fpeak in t^t dialed! ; to which two of them anfwcred 
in the alHmnative, and immediately proceeded to fay, that their lord 
had lent them to congratulate us on our arrival ; that he would be proud 
to Icrve fuch braw men as he had heard wc were, and would have 
waited upon us before, but from dread of the people of Culchua, who 
were with us. In the courfc of converfation Cortes was plealed to find 
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that Montezuma liad enemies in the countjy j he diiiniflbd thefc men 
with preients, and deiired them to aflfure their chief, that he would 
fhoitly pay him an amicable vilit. Thefe people were ever after named 
the Lopclucios. 

I'hc fands wc liad remained on during this time, were infefted by 
the fmaU mofquito, which is much the moft troublcfome of all, and 
under whole attacks it is impoflibc to fleep; our bread was rotten, and 
wc had hardly any thing dfc to cat. The faction of Vclafqucz, and 
thofe who had good plantations in Cuba therefore began to be very tired 
of our pieient (Ituation, which indeed required fome change, and Cortes 
prepared to proceed to the fortified town named QuiabuilUan. Upon 
this the perfons I have alluded to grew more querulous than before; they 
complained that they fhould be worn down by the attacks of the natives 
of this vaft country, having already loft above thirty-five of our num- 
ber, and that it was preferable to return and r«q>ort to Vclafqucz what 
wc had done. To thefc rcmonftrances Cortes replied, that hitherto wc 
had no caufc to complain of fortune ; that death was the fate of war, 
and it was our faults if w'c wanted while we lived in a plentiful land ; 
that it was impoftiblc to quit this country without feeing more of it, 
and he trufted in God’s aftiftancc. This in fome degree calmed, but by 
no ineans extinguifticd the fpirit of the party which had formed itlelf. 

* Cortes had now obtained from Pucrtocanero, Alvarado and his 
four brothers, De Oli, Dc Avila, Eicalantc, De Lugo, and myfelf, to- 
gether with other officers and cavaliers, promifes of our fupport in ap- 
pointing him to an independent command, and this was fufpctftcd by 
Montejo who clofely watched all our motions. One night very late, 
Pucrtocarrcro, Efcalante, and De Lugo who was a diftant relation of 
mine came to my hut, and faid to me, “ Soaior del Caftillo get your arms 
and join us to attend Cortes who is going his rounds.” I accordingly 
did lb, and as foon as we had quitted the hut, they tokl that they 
wanted fome .converfation ^vith me, which it was not proper for my 
comrades, who were of the faction of Vclafqucz, to hear. One of 

them 



( 6 ;, ) 

them then addrefled me. as follows} “ Senior del Caftillo it is now the 
** third time that you have viHted this country to your coft: and iofs ; 
“ Cortes has deceived us j he faid in Cuba that he had powers to 
•* edablifh a colony, whcmis tluy went no farther as at prcfcnt appetirs 
** than to traffic, and now we arc to return to Cuba and afTigti all our 
“ wealth over to Vclafqucz. Here arc many of us detcmiincd to take 
*' polTcflion of this country under Cortes in his Majefty’s name, and 
** until his royal pleafure is known: Cortes (hiafll be clcdlcd our general, 
“ and we expedb you will give him your vote.** To all this i mofi. 
heartily and immediately aflentcd, and we. went through the tlificrent 
huts thus canvaifing for Cortes. The affair was foon known to the 
party of Velafquez which was much more numerous than ours ; they 
immediately went to Cortes, and haughtily defired him to denfl from 
thefc underhand proceedings ; they told him that it was his duty now 
to return to Vclafqucz who had fent him, and that we went not by any 
means provided for the cfiabliniment of a colony. To this Cortes 
mildly replied, that as in duty l>ound he would inrtantly return ; but 
we who were of the other party now exclaimed againft him for having 
deceived us in aflerting that he h-ail a commifTion to colonize, whereas 
It appeared that it went no farther than barter; adding, that we de- 
manded a fulfilment of his original engagement with us, as ncceflary 
for the fervice of God and his Majefty. That once we were fettled 
more foldicrs would join us, and that Vclafqucz had drawn us to our 
ruin, by inducing us to come here in hopes of a fctticmcnt, and difap- 
pointing us ; and we concluded by faying, that tliofc who chofe to re- 
turn to Cuba w’erc welcome to do fo. 

We then infifbed on Cortes accepting tlic command of us who were 
determined to try our fortunes in this new country, for the Icrvicc of 
God and hi.s Majefty ; he for feme time refufed, but at length acceded, 
for as the proverb fays, ** You alk me that, to which I have already got 
my own confent,” and thus lie was appointed our captain general, mid 
fupremc magilbrate. The Worft part of the bufinefs was, the power 
which we gave him, to draw for himfclf, one fifth of all the gold after 
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that of Jiis MajeAy was (lcdu(5bcd. However with all thcie authorities 
, and privileges he was formally inveAed, before a royal notary, Dkgo dc 
Godoy. It was now determined to proceed immediately to the founda» 
tiort of a fettlemcnt and town, which we named Dc la Vera Cruz, bc- 
caiifc we arrived here on Holy Thurfday, and dilembarked on Good 
Friiiay, and we called it Villa Rica, from the words of a cavalier, who 
laid, “ Behold the rich lands.** We alfo appointed civil magiArates, 
the two ArA alcaldes Aeing A. H. Pucrtocarrcro, the cavalier I have 
jiiA alluded to, and Franctfeo dc Montejoj the latter was no friend to 
Cortes, and it was for that rcafon he was Arom policy appointed to this 
iituation. A gallows was erc<5i:ed in the fquare of the town, and ano- 
ther at li>mc diAance out of it. Pedro de Alvarado was appointed cap- 
tain of the expeditions, ChriAoval de Oli maeArc dc campo, Juan tic 
Efcalante Alguazil mayor, Gonzalo h^xia treafurer, Alonzo dc Avila 
contador, and one Corral Aandard bearer, for Villarocl who had held 
that Atuation was difplaced, on account of fonac umbrage Cortes had 
taken again A him about an Indian woman of Cuba. Ochoa Vifcaino, 
and Alonzo Romero, were appointed military alguazils. If it is aAced 
now', why I do not name Gonzalo de Sandoval that valiant captain, 
who was noticed by our great monarch the emperor, I reply, that he 
was at this time a Aripling, and had not acquired the fame in arms he 
• afterwards obtained. 

The Aeps which we had taken enraged the fa<5tion of Vclafquez 
beyond all meafurc; tlicy were almoA ready to break out into adls of 
violence, and uttered the moA mutinous cxprcAions. Juan de Efca- 
lantc now, having previoufly concerted the meafurc with Cortes, de- 
manded in the name of us all, a fight of the inAru<Aions given by Vc- 
lafqucz. The tenor of them was as follows; “ As foon as you Aiall 
■** have procured the utmoA quantity of gold that is to be had, return.** 
Wc rcqucAcd this inAriiment, in onlcr thit the whole of the proceed- 
ings fhould be laid before his MajcAy ; a neccAary precaution as after- 
wards appeared, from the Aeps which Avere taken againA us by the 
BiAiop of Burgos and ArchbiAtop of Roflano, Don Juan Rodriguez 
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dc Fonlwra, for fu he uas named, who wiOied, throughout, to dc/lroy 
us all. 

The adherents of Vclafqucz now declared, that they would not re- 
main under the command of Cortes, but would return to the Ifland of 
Cuba ; to which Cortes replied, that it was not his wilh to detain any 
one contrary to his inclination, even though he fhould remain alone. 
This pacified many, but Juan V'clafqucz de Leon a rclation.of the Go- 
vernor of Cuba, Diego dc Ordas, Elcobar who had been liis page, Ef- 
cudero, and trthers were not to be reconciled; fo that Cortes was obliged 
to arrefl them, and keep them for a time in irons. 
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CHAPTER V. 


The Spanifk Army advances into the Country, 


The wants we experienced now required fome relief, and Alvarado 
was accor<^ngly lent with a hundred fc^diers principally of the party 
of Vdafquez, to (oirch the countiy, and procure maize, and other pro> 
viAons ; for it was thought moft politic, that the whole of thofe who 
were fpends to Cortes ihould remain with him. It. muA be obferved 
that this neighbourhood where the language of Culva was ipoken, was 
dependent upon Mexico. Alvarado proceeding on his expedition, 
marched to (bme fmall villages, dependencies of the diArid, named 
CoAitlan, which the inhabitants had quitted a fhort time before his 
arrival. In their temples he found the bodies of men and boys lately 
facriiiced, the Aones on which the horrid ceremony was performed, and 
tlie knives yet fmoking ; the limbs w’ere fevered from the bodies, and 
taken away, as pur people were infonned, to be eaten. Thefe Aiocking 
fcencs aAoniAicd our foldiers, but we every where as we proceeded 
through the country found Amilar ones. In thefe villages they obtained 
abundance of proviAons, of which they Aripped them, without doing 
further damage, by the Aridl orders of Cortes, and returned with two 
prifoners to our quarters, where we rejoiced in the novelty of good fare : 
for, as the faying is, all hardfhips and misfortunes are fupported with 
a hearty meal. 

The addrefs and activity of Cortes made him daily acquire an 
intcrcA amongA the former adherents of Vclafquez, fome with gold 
which breaks the folid rocks, and more with promilcs were fucccflively 
drawn over to him. He ArA brought his prifoners from the fhips 
where they had been in confinement, and in a few days rcleafed them 
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entirely, attaching them finccrely to his intereft, and all by the Ibftcning 
efi^s of gold. 

We now proceeded to the fortrefs of Quiabuifllan, and on our 
march thither along the coaft, 1 recollect that We palTcd a great fifli 
which was left behind by the tide. We then arrived at a river where 
the prelcnt town of Vera Cruz is built, and crofled it to a village on the 
oppofite fide. The diftrid: was fubjcdl to tlic great town of Cempoal, 
to which the five Indians bdonged who vihted us with golden orna- 
ments in their under lips. In fomc temples we found the inlVrumcnts 
and remains of human (krrificcs, much plumage of parrots, and books 
of the paper of the country, folded in the manner of cloth of Caftillc; 
but the natives had all fled, and no provifions were to be found. 

Wc now quitted the coaft, and ftruck into the counliy towards the 
weft, where, in fomc large plains without any beaten track, we faw 
herds of deer feeding. Alvarado with his fwift chefnut marc gave 
chace to one of them, which he wounded with his lance, but the ani- 
mal cfcaped from him into the woods. Juft at this time twelve Indians 
came to us, bearing provifions ; they had been fent by their chief with 
an invitation to go to his town, which was diftant one day’s journey. 
Cortes thanked them, and wc proceeded on, to a town where wc halted 
for the night. Wc found here the remains of human facrificcs, both of 
men and women, with the repetition of the further details of whic6, I 
will not tire the reader. 

Early in the morning we proceeded under the condiuft of our 
friendly Indians, and lent forward to the chief of Cempoal to inform 
him of our approach. . When we came within a league <»f the place, wc 
were met by twenty principal perfons, who prt*fenti ng Cortes and the 
cavalry with very odoriferous flowers tied in bunches, told him, that 
they came with an cxcule on the part of their chief, who was fo 
fat and unwieldy that he was not able to come out, but had lent them 
to invite us to his town. Cortes thanked them, and w'c proceeded.- 
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When we entered, we were furprifed with the beauty of the buildings 
and (ituation, and the various plantations of trees. All the Arects as we 
pafTcd were filial W'ith men and w’omcn, attradlcd by curiofity. Our 
advanced guard having gone to the great fquare, the buildings of which 
had been lately whitewalhcd and plaiAcred, in w hich art thefe people 
arc very expert, one of our horfemen was fo fhruck with the fplendor of 
their appearance in the fun, that he came back in full (peed to Cortes, 
to tell him that tlie walls of the houies were of filver. When we came 
to know the reality we all laughed heartily at him, and u(cd in future to 
fay that every thing that was white, w^s filv-er in his eyes. Thefe 
buildings were appointed for our lodgings, and large apartments afllgncd 
to us, which contained the whole ; and here the fat cacique, for fo I 
am in future to call him, came to pay his refpefts to Cortes. They had 
provided an entertainment for us, with ba(kcts of plums, and bread of 
maize. We were well plcafcd wdth our fituation, and named the town 
Villa Viciofa ; though Come called it Seville. Cortes ordered that the 
foldicrs (hould give no umbrage to the inhabitants, and that we (hoiild 
for that rcafon remain in our quarters. 

As foonas the fat cacique undcrAood that we had dined, he figni- 
fied to Cortes his intention of w'aiting on him, which he fhortly after 
did, attended by many of the principal inhabitants, drefled in rich 
mantles, and ornamented with gold. Cortes went out to meet them 
with great ceremony, and having embraced tiic fat cacique, the latter 
ordered a prefent to be brought, compofal of gold and mantles, but of 
little value, which he oftered to Cortes, faying, '** Great lord, receive 
•* this prelcnt kindly, for if I had more it (hould be yours.” Cortes 
anfwcred that he would repay it with good works, and defired to know 
what fervices he could sender him, having been fent by the emperor 
whole vaflal he was, to redrefs wrongs, punifh the wicked, and pre- 
vent the facrificc of human fouls. He then faid many things to him 
concerning our holy faith. As loon as the fat cacique had heard them 
out, giving a dap figh, he complained bitterly of Montezuma and his 
clIiccTS, laying, that having lately been conqx-'Ucd to iubrnit to the 
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yoke of that monarcli, he had icized all his gold, and now lirld him 
completely enthralled. 

Cortes promiibd that he would foon take fuch mcafures as (hould 
free Iiim from the tyranny he complained of. I'hc cacique then made 
a very difcrect anfwcr, and they parted for the prefent. On the cnlliing 
day ue quitted this place attended by above four Inmdrcd Inilians to 
carry our baggage. Thefe perfons arc called I'amcnes : they carry a 
burthen of about fifty pounds for the fpacc of five leagues, wlierc they 
arc relieved; and we underfiood that in peaceable and orderly times, in 
thefc countries, each cacique was obliged, on demand, to provide them 
through his difirid;. At night we arrivctl at a village hard by the 
town of Qiiiavifilan, where we found a gootl fupper provided tor us 
by the care of the fat cacique. 

At ten o'clock in the forenoon of the enfuing day, we entered the 
fortified town of (j)ui,avilUan, Ittuatcd upon a rock of very diflicult 
afeent, with our artillery in the front. 'J'hough I may Ik charged with 
breaking in upon my narrative to relate old (lories, I mufi mention, 
that as we were marching up to this place. Captain A, dc Avila, an ill- 
tempered man, being angry w'ith a foldicr namcil Villanueva for^hreak- 
ing his rank, gave him a thruft of his lance in the arm which kmcd 
him ever after ; he was therefore in future called Villa nueva cl Man- 
quillo. We advanced to the middle of the city without any rcfiflance, 
or even meeting an individual ; but on appnxiching the temples* which 
were upon the principal fquarc, we (aw' fifteen perfons drcflcii in rich 
mantles, who approaching Cortes prclentcd him with inccnle, and 
apologizing for the abfence of the people, through fear, invited us to 
repofe ourfelvcs, and promifed that before night the inhabitants fhould 
return. Cortes informed them of that which related to our million, in 
the fervicc of our great emperor, and holy faith, and prefenting them 
tv'ith feme trinket||^, defired that they would (ej^d us a fupply of pro- 
vifions, which they inftantly did. 
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Cvrtcs was now informed of the approach of the fat cacique, tv'ho 
fhortly appeared, home in a litter by his principal nobility ; and on his 
arrival, he immediately joined with the chiefs of this place, in bitter 
complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma; one of the heavieft articles 
of which was, his demand of their children for the purpoles of (acrihcc, 
or Havery ; and thqr aflerted that this was the practice, with many 
other a<Sls of outrage committed by his officers, through the whole of 
the country where the language of Totonaque was fpoken; a tradt 
%vhich contained above thirty towns. Cortes confoled.them, promifing 
redrefs, and whilft they wxtc thus converting a perfbn came to inform 
the chiefs, that there were juti: then arrived tive Mocican officers, or 
collcdlors of tribute. This intelligence drove the colour from the cheeks 
of all the natives, and they went trembling, to receive them, leaving 
Cortes quite alone. 

For thclc officers lodgings were prepared with the .greatelldiljpatch, 
and chocolate got ready for their rcfrefliment. As they went to their 
apartments they palled us by with great Date, not deigning to call a 
look upon Cortes. They were dretied in mantles elegantly wrought, 
and drawers of the fame; their hair lliining, and as it were tied at the 
top of the head, and each of them had in his liand a bunch of roles, 
which he occationally finclt to. They were attended by fervants who 
fanned them, and each of w-hom carried a cord and a hooked Hick. 
Th<^’ were allb attended by a numerous company of the principal per- 
fons, who did not quit them untU they .had taken their refrclhmcnt, 
after -which they font for the fat cacique, and thole of this place, and 
gave them a fevere reprimand for receiving, and. entertaining us, contrary 
to the will of their fovereign, Montezuma; and having ufed many 
threats of punilhment, they concluded with a demand of twenty men 
and women to facriticc to their gods, in order to expiate the oflcncc. 

This being, made known to our general he acqu|^ed the caciques, 
that in conformity to his duty, he deemed it properm Icize the perfons 
of thefe officers, until their lord, Montezuma, Ihould be informed of the 
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tyrannies they committed on his fubje^s. This propofal terrified and 
ailonifhed the chiefs, and at firfl refufed to lay hands on them, 
but*Cortes ^^'as determined, and caufed them to be feized and faftened 
by the neck in a kind of pillory made of large ftaves and collars. They 
were fo fixed as not to be able to ftir, and oite of them alfo being refrac- 
tory was beaten foundly. Cortes then proclaimed that neither tribute 
nor obedience fhoiild be paid to Montezuma, and this he onlcred to be 
made univerfally known through thefc diAridls, and alfo, that wherever 
he fhould hear of any ofTicers of Montezuma coming, he would fend 
for and arreft them. The intelligence of thefc meafures foon fpread 
through the country, which the natives faid were to be attempted only 
by fuperior beings, or Tcules, the name which they give to their idols, 
and by which they henceforward diflinguifhed the Spaniards. 

The chiefs were now violent to facrifice the officers, whom l>efore 
their arreft they hardly ebred to kx)k at ; anti this they faid was in order 
to prevent them frt)m conveying intelligence to Mexico; but when it 
came to the knowlctlgc of Cortes, he prevented it by taking them into 
his own cuftody, and putting them under a guard of foldiers. At mid- 
night he caufed two of them to be untied, and brought Iccrctly into his 
prefence ; when they came before him, he nfkcd them, as if ignorant 
of what had happened, what country they Ixrlonged to, and why tlicy 
were kept prifoners. They anfwcrcd, ** That they had Ijecn feized by 
the caciques and people of that town, who were favored and encou- 
**i^raged in it by him and us.” To this Cortes replied, “ That he 
“ knew nothing of it, and was very forry for what had happened.” 
He then caufed food to Ik brought to them, and treating them with 
great kindnefs, defired that they would go and inform their fovcrcigri 
how much he wiftied to be his friend and fervant. lie alfo promifed 
that he would relcalc their companions, and reprimand tli? caciques for 
what they had done. He then tkfired them to go away as faft as they 
could, but they informing him that it would be their dcftrudlion to at- 
tempt to pafs through the country, he fcnt them by a boat with fix 

/aiJors, 



{ 7 * ) 

Tailors, who haul orders to put them oii ihore beyond the territoiy of 
Ccmpoal. 

In the morning, when the caciques found that two of their pri- 
foners were flown, they were very determined on facrificing the reft, 
but Cortes aftuming the appearance of great difpleafure at the lofs, or- 
dered a chain to be brought, in which he.fcnt the remainder of the 
Mexicans to the ftiips, and this he did to get them out of the power of 
the others, for as foon as they were on board he releas’d them, with a 
promife that they ftiould foon be permitted to return to Mexico. i'hc 
caciques now reverted to Cortes for advice how they fhould as 
Montezuma muft inevitably know the manner in which lii ofiicers had 
l»ccn treated, and vrould in cpnfequcnce overwhelm them witli his great 
armies 5* to which Cortes with a cheerful countenance replied, that 
he and his brothers there would guard them againft dl aftacks. 
The caciques on their part offered to fupport us with all their power ., 
and they at this time entered under allegiance to his Majcfty before 
Diego dc Godoy the royal notary, and caufed proclamation tlicrcof to he 
made through the province, the people of which rejoiced in the exemp- 
tion from the vexatious demands of Montezuma’s officers. 

The ftrong alliance wliich we had now made, induced us to loft, 
no time in cftablifliing our fcttlcmcnt in lb advantageous a lituation. 
For the Icitc of our town we chofc a plain, half a k’ague from the fortrefs 
where wc now were; and tracing out the foundations of the church, 
fquarc, arlenal, and fort, wc railed all the buildings to the firft ftory, 
and alfo the walls and parapets of the fort, with loop holes and barba- 
cans. Cortes was the firft to carry earth, or ftoncs, or dig in the foun- 
dations; and his example was followed by all the officers and foldiers, 
fomc digging, and others making the walls of 'clay, bringing water, 
and at the kilns making bricks and tiles ; others fccking provifions or 
timber, and the Imiths preparing the iron work. In this manner we 
continued, until, wdth tlic aftiftance of the natives, wc had nearly com- 
pleted tlie c hurch, houfes, and fortreftes. 
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At this time, it appears, the great Montezuma rcccivcil intclh- 
cence of the manner in which !iis olhVci !! haJ been treatoci, am! of the 
rebellion of the provinces. He uas much enraget! with Cortes, and 
had orilcrcd two annies to march, <Mie to puniih hi.s refractory fubjccts, 
the other againA us, Init wlien they were nady to fet out, the arriviJ ol 
the two officcTK whom Cortes Itad rclcaicd, and the account of thcimn> 
ncr in which they had been tit‘afed while in our power, afluaged his 
:u!ger, and induced him to fend us a peaceable meiliigc. For this pur- 
polo he I’clcClctl two of his nephews, whom he lent to us under tlic 
fiu-c of four old noblemen of tl^jf firA rank alxnit his court, with a pre- 
fTJt t>f g‘dd, and mantles, wortli two thoufand_ aowns, and alio to re- 
turn lii.s thanks to Cortes, for the civility Ihewn to his oAicers ; but 
adding a complaint of his having iiiAigatcd thefc people to throw oA* 
tlicir allegiance, for which he would at a future opportunity punidi 
flK*rn, though he ref mined from doing fo at the prefent, on account of 
»»ur being amongA theiTi; becaufe Iw was o>nvirKvd that uc wcrcthi>fc 
ot nnIiohi the ancient prophecies had fpokeii, and that we were of the 
Jaine anceAors with himfclf. Cortes infonned the ambaAadi>rs, that 
he and all of us were the moA humble fciA'ants of the great Montezuma, 
for whom we had taken care of thofe officers , thivc of whom were now 
t>n hoard of our fliip- , and thefe he ordered to lx* immediately brought 
and delivered to their friends. 

Cortes then complained of Montczumsi, am! the uiu'ivil flight ol 
his officer the governor, faying, that w'as the rcafon of liis now coming 
fo this country, where he had received much kindnefs; hoping what 
had paflfid would be pardoned, anti that as to tribute, it was not pof- 
lible tt> ferve two maAcrs, and the people ot thefe provinces were now 
the vaffiils of our lord the emperor j but that he exposed foon to wail 
on the grcjit Montezuma, and then ev’ery thing Aiould be done to his 
fatisiadiion by us. He prefented the young princes' with glafs diamonds 
and beads, and treated them with much honor, ordering the cavalry 
out to cxercifc in their prefence, a fight which aAbrded them great fa- 
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tisfadtion ; after which they returned to Mexico, vety well contented 
with their viiit. 

Cortes at this time lofl his horfe, whofe place he Tupplied by that 
called £1 Harriero: he was a dark chefiiut and one of the bell that were 
brought to New Spain. The embaily ient by Montezuma had the 
greateft on the people of thofe 'countries, for faid they how formi- 

dable muil thofc Teules be, whom even the great Montezuma fears!! 

The fat cacique now waited on jCortcs, to complain of the out- 
rages committed by a garrifon of Mexican troops which occupied a 
town called Cingapacinga, nine leagues didant from the place where 
we were. After fome conlideration, Cortes laughing laid to thofe about 
him, ** Gentlemen you fee that thefe people eftcem us to be a fuperior 
** race of beings, let us* encourage the prejudice, and imprefs them 
** with the idea that one of us is enough- to drive an army before him. 
** For this purpofc I will fend old Heredia the Bifcayan mullcetccr, 
** whole fierce and fcarred face, great beard, one eye, and lame leg, 
** will terrify them.” This man had been a foldier in Italy. Cortes 
told him when he had got as far as the river to lire a mulkct as a lignal, 
for he did this only to try how far the credulity of the Indians in our 
favor would carry them. Heredia being prefent, he called to the ca- 
ci(|ucs faying, “ Go with this Teule, whom I fend to kill or make pri- 
*• loners all your enemies.” The caciques fet out with their party ac- 
cordingly, being headed by the old foldier, who w^ent firing his mulket 
■before them out of the town. As foon as he arrived at the river he 
gave the lignal, and Cortes lent to flop them, having fufficiently tried 
their faith, and when thqr returned he informed them that it was his 
intention to proceed againll their enemies with his whole force. 

When the foldicrs were warned for this duty, thole of the party of 
Vdafqucz refuied to obey orders, laying, that th^ would go on no ex- 
pedition, but infilled on returning to the llland of Cuba. The number 
of mutineers who openly declared themlclvcs was (even; w’hen thefe 
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were brought before Cortes anvl afkcd by him how they could behave To 
ill» they infolently replied, that the)' wondered at liis idea of colonizing 
amongfl fuch numbers of the natives; that for their parts they were 
tired of being dragged about, and would go to their plantations in Cuba. 
Cortes replied that he would not oppofc their going, though he difap* 
proved of thdrcondudl; accordingly they embarked, and brought their 
proviHons of bread, oil, and vcg^bles, on board, and one of them 
named Moron fold a good horfe to one Juan Ruano, who was to pay 
lor it by an aflignmcnt of certain articles of his property in Cuba. 

Juft as the vcftel was ready to fail, the foldicrs, headed by the al- 
caldes, and other civil officers of the fcttlcmcnt, waited on Cortes with a 
requeft that he would permit no jicrfons whatever to quit their colours, 
a crime for which thofc who committed it deferved to fuffer death. 
Cortes for feme time appeared to be unw'illing to withdraw the per- 
miflion, but at length fuffcrctl himfclf to be perfuaded, and the* (even 
malcontents were obliged to come back to us and fuftain the ridicule 
their conduct brought on them j Moron alfo loft his horlc, which the 
other kept, referring him for the payment, to his affignment on his pro- 
perty in the llland of Cuba. 

Our internal troubles being appeafed for the prefent, Cortes fet out 
upon his expedition with four hundred foldicrs#>.being joined at Cem- 
poal by a thoufand of our allies divided into four companies. The firft 
days march was five leagues, and on the enfuing day we reached tlic 
outlkirts of the town of Cingapacinga, which was built among ftcep 
and difficult* rocks. When the inhabitants hc*ard of our approach, a 
deputation of eight of their chieftains was (ent to Cortes, and being 
brought into his prefence, thefe p»erfons with tears in their eyes afleed 
him why he came to deftroy them, who had given no <x:cafian for fuch 
an aggreftion, adding that this furprifed them tlic more from the 
celebrity of our jufticc, which had I'cached them ; and as to our allies 
of Cempoal, their malevolence againft them was founded upon an old 
difpiite about boundaries, and now they took adv antage of our fuppoit 
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to rob and murder them. They admitted that a Mexican garriiim had 
been in their town, but it bad retired on the arrdl of the officers of 
Montezuma. Th^ therefore prayed that wc would grant them our 
favor. 

As fooh as this was estplained to Cortes, he gave orders to his 
troops not to fuffiar any of the allies to advance. This order was 
rpeedily communicated, but th^ were already jdundering the people in 
the fubiirbs, at which Cortes was greatly enraged, and ordering the 
captains into his prefence, he commanded them to return what had been 
taken, adding, that they deferved tlie puniffiment of death for their 
mifreprefentatiops, when their real and evident int^tion was, to rob 
and facrificc their neighbours : an injufficc which we were bound to 
prevent or redrefs. The chiefs of Cempoal, duly impreffird by thefe 
menaces, inftantly furrendcred their prifoners and plunder. Cortes 
then, with an enraged countenance commanded them to quit the place 
for the night, which they accordingly did. This condu^ won the 
hearts of the people of the dillrid:, and both chiefs and priefts li^lened 
attentively to, and were convinced by, the truths which Cortes told 
them relative to our holy faith, and his exhortation to quit their abo- 
minable woiihip and cuftoms, infomiich that, calling in the people of 
the neighbouring diftridls, the whole engaged under allegiance to his 
Majefly; after havingldone which, they made heavy complaints of the 
tyrimny of Montezuma. 

On the enfuing morning, Cortes called for the chiefs of Cempoal, 
and effi;<fled a permanent reconciliation between them and his people. 
Wc then departed by a different route, and being much fatigued, we 
iialled in a town which was in the diftri<5t of the place we had left. It 
happened here that a certain foldicr named De Mora, took two fowls 
from tlic houfe of one of the inhabitants, and Cortes on hearing of it 
was fo incenfed at fuch an outrage being committed in a peaceable 
ftnmtr)', that he immediately hung him up, but Captain de Alvarado 
thawing his Avord, cut the rope juft in time to lave the poor man's 
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tifej this ibldicr was afterwards killed in an a^ion at a rock in Guati* 
mala. I mention the circumftance as a proof of the Ibi^ncfs with 
which Cortes enforced difeipline. 

Proceeding from the place where this happened, we arrived at 
Ibmc huts where we found the fat cadque waiting for us with refrefh'' 
ments and proviiions. Our condu& on this expedition made the na* 
ttves hold us in higher eftimation than before; for although untaught, 
they could iix than juilice is' holy and good, and that the behaviour of 
Cortes was conformable to what he profciTcd, w'hen he deebred that he 
came to redrefs and prevent tyranny. Here wc relied for the night, and 
on the enfuing day all the caciques attended us to our lodgings in 
their town. 

They were doubly intetelled now to retain us amongil them, for 
they were in great dread of the vengeance of Montezuma ; tlicy tlicrc- 
forc in order to fix us pn^olcd an intermarriage, ami for that purpofe 
offered to us eight bdies, all of the firft families, who were intro* 
duced richly drclfcd, and ornanKnted with gold colbrs and ear rings, 
and attended by a number of female Haves. The fat cacique then faid 
to Cortes, *• Tcdc or lord, thefc feven young women arc for the cap- 
•* tains of your army, and this my niece who is proprietor of towns 
*• and vaflals, I beg leave to prefcnt to you.*’ Cortes received the offer 
as it merited, but took the opportunity to obferve, that in order to 
llrcngthcn the fricndfhip with us, it was ncceflary that they Ihould firil 
renounce their idobtrous worlhip, the abominable cuffom of male 
youths appearing in women’s drefs, and their human fecrificcs ; for 
eveiy day our fight was offended by the repetition of four or five of thefc 
horrid murders, the unfortunate vidlims being cut up and their limbs 
fold in the public markets, as beef is in the towns of Old Callillc. He 
alfb added, that before wc could accept their propofol relative to thefe 
bdies, it was ncceflary that they fliould undergo the ceremony of baptifm. 

The chiefs and priclls replied, that they could not think of re- 
nouncing 
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nouncing the worHiip of their gods in any refped : but as to the c^her 
evil pradtice a Aop (hould be put to it. This anfwer however *di<l not 
by any means fatisfy us, and Cortes flrongly repreiented the neccinty of 
fuppreillng by force their idolatrous woiihip, and his determination, 
though it coil tlie lives of all, on that very day to proftrate their falfe 
gods. For this purpofe we therefore immediately got under arms, and 
then Cortes declared his intention to the chiefs. As ibon as the fat ca- 
cique heard it, he ordered the people to arm and allemble in defence of 
their temple, and they all appeared greatly agitatecUs but when they 
law that wc were preparing to afcoid the great flight of ileps, the chief 
abovementioned came up to Cortes and cxpoftulatcd with him, afking 
him why he proceeded upon a meafurc whereby he would bring dc- 
flrudlion upon them and us alfo. Cortes anfwered that he was deter- 
mined fince they paid no regard to what he faid, to hurl their pretended 
gods down the flops. The chiefs replied, that they were unworthy to 
approach than, but if wc were refolvcd on doing what we faid, they 
could not help thcmfelvcs. Accordingly, they had liardly faid tlris, 
when fifty of us going up for the purpofe, threw down and broke to 
pieces the enormous idols which we found within the temple, fome in 
the form of dragons, others of half human fhape, and others like dogs. 
At this%ght the chiefs and prices wept and prayed for pardon, but the 
warriors prepared to attack us with their arrows. • Perceiving their in- 
tention, wc immediately feized the fat cacique and fix more chiefs and 
priefls, Cortes exclaiming, that if any outrage was attempted, they 
Ihould every man die that moment. The fat cacique then called to his 
warriors to dcfifl, and matters being foon brought to a (late of quiet, 
Cortes took an opportunity of haranguing the people upon the fubjedt 
of religion. 

He next ordered that the fragments of the idols fhould be burned, 
and immediately eight priefls who ufed to have the care of them came, 
and colle^ng them together, brought them into the temple, where 
they were coni'umcd. 
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Thefe priefh were dreded in long black mantles like (beets with 
hoods refcmbling thofe of our canons hanging to the (boulders, their 
robes reached to the feet, and they had a (inallcr hood like the domi- 
nicans. Their l<mg hair was matted together with clotted blood ; with 
fome it reached to the wai(^, and with others to the feet, their cars 
were tom and cut, arid they fmelt horribly, as it were of fulphur, and 
putrid fle(h« They were (aid to be all of noble families, and they were 
addidled to the evil pra^icc of the country. Cln certain djiys they failed s 
I have feen them make food of the (eeds or kernels of the cotton plants 
what clfc they might have ufed at otjher times I cannot (iiy. 

Cortes then harangued the people, faying that now wc were really 
brothers, Montezuma (hould no longer opprefs them, and he would 
place them under the protcdlion of the great Lady whom wc adore, the 
mother of Chrid, with many other good and holy rcafons and argu- 
ments, which could not be better expreded by any one, and all which 
the people lidened to with great attention. He then caudri a number 
of Indian mafons to lx: collcdled, with lime, which abounded in that 
place, and had the walls cleared of blood, and new plaidercd. He al fo 
condrudted an which he hung round with rich mantles, and 

adorned w’ith wreaths of ro(cs. The temple being thus purified and 
cleaned, he commanded four prieds to cut off their hair, and change their 
black garments for white ones, and cntnidcd them with the care of the 
altar, and he placed an old foldicr named Juan de Torres dc Cord6va, 
who was lame, as a hermit to refide in the temple. He alfo planted a 
crofs againd a column of timber, and on the next day rruifs was faid 
there by F. Bart, dc Olmedo. Wc likewKe taught the natives to make 
candles of wax, and they were enjoined to keep them always burning 
before the holy altar. 

The principal perfons of this and the neighbouring didridls at- 
tended at divine fervice, and the eight ladies were at this- time baptized 
and indrudlcd in our holy faith. The niece of the fat cacique 'was 
named Donna Catalina ; fhe was as ugly as poihble, but the general re- 
ceived 
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a-ivccl her by tl»c hand aficdkionatcly. Puertocarrero was more fortu> 
natc; his lady was for an Indian very handfomci (lie was the daughter 
of a jjrcat cacique named Ciicfco« and was called Donna Francifea. 
The alliance confolidated the fricnddiip between us and this peo{dc, of 
whom we now took our leave, and returned to Villa Rica. 

On our arrival we found a vdlcl from Cuba in the harbour, com- 
mandccl by one Francifeo Saucedo, called cl Pulido on account of his 
afludlation of jfincry and manners. Luis Marin a very able officer, and 
ten foldiers witli two horfes were on begird. We learned by’ thcic 
people that VVlafqucz had received from Old Spain his authority to 
barter nnd colonize. This, with his appointment to the commilTion of 
avlclanudo of Cuba, put his friends in our army in very great (pirits. 

The w orks of our town were nearly finifhed, .tnd many' of us now 
grew anxious toqjav a vifit to the great Montezuma, and exjircflcd to 
C’ortes our wi/h to try' our ibitunc. Confultations being held hereon, 
it was detennined in the firft place to fend a deputation to his Majeftv, 
with an account of what we had done, and alfo with the gold and other 
articles of value which had been obtained. This dgtemiination was 
.agrcctl to by Cortes, and was immediately carried into cfiibtSl, and Diego 
tie Ordas, and Fmneifeo dc Montejo, two men of budnefs, going 
through the vcholc of the ofiicers and foldiers, and reprefenting to 
thcrti, that, although to fucli as claimed their (hare it (hould not be 
denied, y’ct it was for tlic general intcreft that the whole of the ircafurc 
(hould be fent to his Majel|ly, all oiu companions gave their eon- 
lent, and renounced their clkim to a partition. Alonzo Hernandez 
Puertocarrero, and Fmneifeo dc Montejo werq, named as our agents, 
the lad mentioned of whom Cortes had already (ecured in his own in- 
terclf by a gift of two thoufand crowns. By thefe gentlemen Cortes 
wrote his private letters, the contents of w'hich W’c never knew. The 
ixiuncii alio w’rotc cmijointly -with thole of the Ibldiers who were mod 
felicitous for the tjdablifhment of the colony, and the election of Cortes 
<is captain generjd. In lliis letter nothing was omitted that could ler\'e 
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our caole ; my hand his to it with the rcfl : and bdides thcfci a letter 
to the foUawing purport tvas written in the name of the whole army. 

Beginning with the cxpreflions of ftfpe<5t dpe to fo gitat a monarch, 
it proceeded to inform him of the events which had occurrctl during our 
expedition, to the period of our clc^ion of Cortes, until his Majdly*s 
pleafure on the fuhjedi (hould be known ; with our engagement to yield 
him a fif^h o^ ail creafure, after the deduction for his Majclly. It alfo 
contained *an account of our difeovery of the two Spaniards in this 
country, and our war in Tabafeo, until we brought thofc people to 
fubmiiTion to his Majefty, and to embrace our holy faith, of our ob- 
taining two excellent linguidsi of our arrival at $e. Juan dc Ulua, and 
our interviews with the ambafladors of Montezuma; our fublcqucnt 
march into the country, and our alliance with the people here, who 
had in conl^uoice renounced obedience to the Mexican monarch, of 
the expedition to Cingapacinga, the conlbrudlion of our fbrtrefs, and 
our prefent determination to advance into the country, to the court of 
the great Montezuma. The letter alfo gave an account of the military 
and religious cuftoms of the inhabitants, of the former expeditions of 
our countrymen, and an enumeration of the various articles of treafure 
which wc (ent by our agents, and how we allb lent by t^ic time oppor- 
tunity, four natives, whom we reicued out of the cages of Ccmpoul, 
where they were fattening for vidtims. After thefc accounts wc fur- 
ther llated, how we were at prclcnt four hundred and fifty ibldicrs, fur- 
rounded by hofb of enemies, and ready to lay down our lives for the 
fervice of God, and his’ Majcdy, and we fupplicated, that his Majcfty 
would be plcafed not to beflow the government of fb great and rich a 
country, which deferved to be ruled by a great prince or lord, on any 
unworthy perfon. Wc alfo 'fbited to his Maje% our apprehenfion, 
that the Governor of Cuba might be attempted to be put in upon us, 
through the intcreft of his patron the Biihop of Burgos, whom he had 
.ittached to him by the aflignment of valuable cflatcs in that Ifland, in 
wliich he failed in his duty to his Majefty, who was hy right entitled 
lo them. That tlidfe things wc were bound to rq>rcfcnt, arnl await tlie 
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return of his grsu:ious anfwer proftrate oh the ground ; and that if the 
Bifliop of Burgos fent tuny peribn over us, we fliould fuQwnd our obe« 
dioKe, until his Majeily's pkafure was known, and that in the mean 
time, we remained under the command of his Maje(W% £itthful fer\'ant 
Coites, whole merits we exalted to the (kies. 

This being all drawn up in due form, our general deftred to be 
permitted to read it, and on the perufal he exprefled his highell iatis- 
£i£lion thereat. The <mly two articles he excepted to were,*^the men- 
tion of his (hare of the tr^urc, ttttd of the names of the preceding dif- 
coverers i for it feems that he had in his private letter alcribed all the 
honor and merit to himielf. Thefe parts he defired to fupprefs, but 
there were not wanting thofc who told him, that his Majefty was to 
know, not only the truth, but the whole truth. This bulinels ccmti- 
pleted, the letters were intruded to our agents, with ftritfl injunctions 
by no means to touch at tlic Havannah, nor at the port of £1 Maricn, 
as we wifhed to keep the aiEiir from the knowledge of Velarc^uez. 

After mafs on the twenty-fixth of July 1519 our agents failed, 
and arrived fafely at the Havannah, in direCt oppofition to our indruc- 
tions, for, Pucitocarrero being fick, Montejo compelled the pilot Ala- 
minos into his views, on the pretence of getting providons from his 
cdfte at Maricn. As foon as the (hip cad anchor, Montejo lent a 
failor on (hore with letters and advices to the Governor Velafquez, and 
this man as he went through the Kland proclaimed the news of all that 
had happened in tlie army under Cortes. 

Velafquez on receiving the intelligence communicated by Montejo, 
as is (aid, heartily curled Cortes, his lecretaiy', and the contador,, by 
whole advice he had chofen him. He immediately lent two vedels 
armed in fearch of our (hip, of which the unwelcome intelligence was 
(bon received, that Ihe W'as by that time condderably advanced towards 
Europe; and with this news his vedels returned to St. jago, making 
Velafquez more difconfolate tlian ever. He lodr;ed a ump^aint I eiorr 
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tlie Bilhc^ of Burgos, and the court of ro3raI audietioe in St. Domingo, 
but the reverend Withers fcnt him back an anfwcr hig^y fitvorabk to 
us, whole Ibvices they were by this time made ac^|||Mntcd with. This 
anfwcr, which was brought by a licentiate named Zuazo, or arrived abput 
the fame time with him, vexed the governor fo much, that from being 
veiy fat, he grew quite lean. He now made the utmoll exertions to 
collect a powerful armament in order to overwhelm u$, on which bull- 
nefs he went in peribn^ and by the fury and determination he exhibited, 
he induced moft of the Icttlers of Cuba to take part in the cxpeditioi), and 
prepared a fleet of eighteen fail greal^^and fmall, under the command of 
Pamphilo de Narvaez, 

Our agents palling the canal of Bahama, under the guidance' of 
Alaminos, the flrll pilot who ever navigated through it, proceeded to 
the Iflands of Tcrccias, and from thence to Seville; and in a few d.iys ar- 
rived at the court, which was then at Valladolid ; the Bilhop of Burgos 
Ixring preiident of the royal council of the Indies. Our agents went to 
w’ait on him ia great, fpirits, expelling a gracious reception, but having 
prefented their letters and requefled a fpeody tranfmilTion of them and 
their prefent, to his Majefly, who was then in Flanders, the bifliop 
returned a vfry rcpulfivc and haughty anfwcr, faying, that he would 
make his own repreientations of our condbdl, in having thrown off* our 
obedience to the governor of Cuba. The arrival of Benito Martinez 
the chaplain of Velafquez at this time, contributed much to* let bur 
afBiirs in an unfavorable lituation, and the bilhop in confequcnce of a 
rcmonlbrance which was made to him by A. H. Pucrtocarrero, one of 
thole employed by us, and a cavalier of rank, caulcd him to be thrown 
into prifon, on a pretended mifdcmcanor, in carrying away with hint 
to the Indies a woman of Medellin, named Maria Rexiriquez. Ali 
this it was neceflary, according to the didlatcs of prudence, to keep 
lilence upon, until the proper time and place. 

The bilhop now wrote to his Majefly, reprefenting the tranfac- 
tions in the moft favorable light for Velafquez, and the moft oppolltc 
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one for us, and entirdy fuppreflcd all mention of our letters, or prcious, 
of which he appropriatcxl a great part to his own uie. Our agents then, 
in concert with Murtin Cortes father to the general, and the liomtiatc 
Nuner, relator of his Majefty’s royal council and a near relation to 
Cortes, with the countenance of ibme noblemen their friends, and 
others who were jealous of the haughty manners of the bifliop, lefolved 
to fend the duplicates of our letters to his Majefly, and dfo others, 
compUining of the partiality of this prelate. It was the will of God 
that the faid accounts (hould reach his Majc(ly*s hands, and that he 
fhould be well pleafcd with them,, infomuch that, for many days, no- 
thing was talked of but the fcrvices of Cortes, and us his (bldicrs. 
The Emperor was ever after dill&tisficd with the Bifhop of Burgos for 
the part he Iiad aded. When he heard the turn our afHiirs had taken 
at court he was more furious againfl Cortes and the reft of us than ever, 
but it was the 'will of God that by the time two years more had clapfed, 
his courage fhould be cooled, for he was ccnAired, while we continued 
to be held in eftimation as loyal fubje<ft$ to his Majefly, and the Em- 
peror was pleafed to fay, that he would fhordy come to Caftillc, and 
there attend to our memorials, and reward our fcrvices. 

In four days after the departure of our agents, a plot, was formed 
certain perfbns who were enemies to Cortes on various accounts, fuch 
as the return to Cuba being precluded to them, and their being deprived 
of a (hare of the gold. Amongft thefe confpirators were one Eicudcio, 
and one Cermeno, Gonzalo de Umbria a pilot, Bemaldino de Coria, a 
clergyman launed Juan Diaz, and certain ^ors who had been whipped 
in Cozumel. It was determined amongft them to feizc a veftid and fail 
Ibr Cuba, thereto give information to Velafquez of the departure of 
our agents, and this plan was fuggefted by fome perfons conftquence. 
Their feheme was fruftrated a few hours before th^ were to have failed, 
by the repentance and difeovery of De Coria, who revealed it to Cortes. 
TTiey were in confequcncc (eized, and being examined confefled the 
whole, and accufed fevcral others i but of thefe no farther notice was 
taken* The prifoners were all condemned except the prieft, whofe 
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orders pr oie d ted him, but he got a great fright. Eicodero and Cet- 
meno were hanged, the pilot Umbria had his feet cut oif, and each ok' 
the marinen received two hundred laihes. 1 remember when Cortes 
was ratifying this iaitence, he gave a deep (igh and exclaimed, ** How 
** happy is he who is not able to write, and is thereby prevented from 
** figning the death warrants of men/* It fecms to me that this ex* 
preilion is veiy frequently aflcdlcd amongft judges, and that it was bor- 
rowed from the cruel Nero at the time he counterfeited the appearance 
of being a good emperor. As foon as the fentences were executed, 
Cortes polled off at full fpeed to Conpool, commanding two hundred 
foldiers, and all the ca\’a1iy, as alfo a detachment which was out under 
Alvarado, to follow him. 

In the confultations which we held at Cempoal upon our intended 
expedition to Mexico, the friends of Cortes advilcd'*‘him to dcHroy the 
fleet, in order to prevent attempts fimilar to that related in the lafl 
chapter, and alio to obtain fo conlidcrable a reinforcement as the whole 
body of mariners, who amounted to above a huruired. It appeared to 
me that Cortes had already determined this in his own mind, but he 
preferred that it (hould come as an application from us, in order that if 
damages were fued for on account of the lofs incurred', we (hould be all 
reiponiible as himielf. C<ntes therefore ordered his friend Juan de £f> 
calante who bore a bitter enmity to Velaiquex on account of not being 
given a good diihri^l in Cuba, to difmantle the (hips, and then fink 
them, retaining only the «boats for the purpoie of (idling. Efcalante 
executed this (ervice, and returned to Cempoal with a company formed 
of the mariners, many of whom turned out very good foldiers. Cortes 
now fummoned the chiefs of the(e people who had renounced their 
allegiance to Montezuma, and enjoined them to render all (ervices in 
their power to the party he left in Villa Rica, and to adid; them in 
completing the town. Then taking £(calante by the hand he (aid, 
** This is my brother: ob^ him in whatever he ^fires you to do, and 
** if you require afifidance or protedlion agatnft your enemies, recur to 
** him, and he will give it to you/* This the caciques all promiied 
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to perform, and I recolloft they immedsatdiy hereiq;K>ii began, much 
againil hi& will and endqivoun, to fumi^ite Elcalante with their in- 
cenfe. This ofBcer was placed here in order to repd any attempts 
which miglit be tnadel^ Velaiquez, as he thoroughly attached to 
the intcreft of Coitcs. Comara here allerts that Cortes dared not pub> 
lifli to the (pldiers his intention of marching to Mexico, I beg to be 
informed what is the difpofition of a Spaniard ? Or when it ever hap- 
pened that he was not ready to march forward ? He al(b errs where he 
fays Pedro de ireio remained commandant in Vera Cruz. 1 fay again 
that Juan dc Efcalantc was captain, and alfo alguazil major. Pedro dc 
Ireio was not fit to be a corporal, nor is it juft to take from one what 
bdopgs to him* and give it to another. 

After having rendered the veftels unferviceable, but not privately 
as Gomara aftcrts„,bcing one morning aflcmblcd after maft, and con- 
verfing on roilitaiy affairs with Cortes, he defired our attention, and 
addrdlcd us, faying, ** We now knew the bufinefs which was before 
** us j that with the aid of our Lord we (hould conquer, and it was 
** ncccftary to do fo, for in cafe of a defeat there was no efcape ; nor 
** had wc any fupporthut in our valour, and the mercy of God.** To 
this he added many comparifons of our fituation with thofe drawn from 
tlie hiftory of the ancient Romans. We one and all replied, ** That wc 
** were preparcii to obey him; that the lot was now caft, let fortune 
** take what turn ihc would, as Cscfar laid in pafting the Rubicon, for 
** that all our fervices were devoted to God and his Majefty.** Cortes 
then addrefted us again in a veiy .eloquent and impreftive ipeech, which 
having concluded, he called for the fat cacique, and having informed 
him of our detennination, he injoinod him to take care of our church, 
and holy crofs. 

When wc were juft ready to depart, a foldicr arrived with a letter 
to Cortes from Juan dc Efcalantc, whereby he was informed that a 
ftrange (hip was then at anchor in a river three leagues diftant from 
Villa Rica*, and tliat he could not obtain any anfwer to his ftgnals 

from 
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from thofe oik board, t^pon this, Cortes appointed Alvarado, and San- 
doval who afatady b^gan toihew himlelf the officer HO afierk^’ards was, 
to take the contnaand of the army in his ablence ; (Avila being palTed' 
by, and Sandoval preferred on this occafton, firil; cauiM a certain jea- 
loufy on the part of the former ;) he then let out with four of the ca- 
valry to Villa Rica, ordering thirty of the lighteft infantry to follow hinv 
thither, which number accordingly arrived there that night. 

When we arrived at Villa Rica, Eicalante oflcred to Cortes to go 
with twenty men to the vei&l, left (he (hould make her efi:apo,.and that 
Cortes might take fome repofe « but Cortes replied, that he could not 
think of that, for ** A lame goat took no afternoon's nap.'* Accord- 
ingly, without eating a nnoriel, we proceeded along the cood, and' on 
our road fell in with four %MUiiards, who were fent to take pofleffitm of 
the country, by Captain Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda. One of thefe, 
who was named Guillen de la Loa, was a notary', and the leR attended 
him as witne0«. Cortes having queffioned rhc(c men as to what 
brought them these they replied, that Fiancifco dc Garay, governor of 
Jamaica, had obtained from the court, a commiffion of adelantado and 
governor of fuch diftqS’ as he (hould difeover on that coad, northward, 
from the river of St. Peter and St. l^ul, by virtue of which, he had 
fcHt three (hips, with two hundred and (eventy (bldicrs, unditr the 
captain already named, who was then in the river Panuco^ Cortes 
treated them with much kindnefs, and a(ked them if they thought that 
we could get poik^on of their (hipi to which Guillen da la Loa re- 
plied that they would do their utmoft to aflid us, but no (igns nor in- 
vitations that they made could induce tho(c on board to approach, and 
we were told by them that their captain was aware of our being on the 
coad, and they ruppoied, when the boat did not come off, that we had 
been difeovered. Cortes now bethought himfdf of a dratagem, and it 
was this ; he dreded four of his foldiers in the clothes of the(e men, 
and left them there upon the fpot, tracing back the way that he had 
come along the (liorc, fo that we might be ob&rv^ from the (hip. 
Thus we proceeded, until we were out of (ight of it, when we druck 

into 
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into the woods and made a (hden inarch back, rvching about midmi;ht 
the rivulet where we had left our four oon^nmons. Here we concealed 
ourielvcs, and eady in the morning our fiddiers who were in diiguifc 
went down up<m the ih<ne, and made figns to thoie on board the vciTcl, 
in ooniequence of which a boat put off with fix fkilors, two of whom 
landed with calks for virater. CHur four men pretended diat they were 
walhing thdr hands, and holding down their faces endeavoured to 
avoid being obferved, but thole in the boat calling to them, one of ours 
rqilied, ddiring them to come ou (bore. The ftrange voice gave aiv 
ahum, and fuljpe^ing a tiick they made off: we were going to fire 
vfotk them, but Cortes would not let us. Thus we obtained fix men, 
and returned to Villa Rica, without having eaten a morlU during two 
entire nights and a day. 
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Cf^APTER VI. 


' ‘ of Spav*^ Army for iJCr City Wats in 

7 ^fj,lc S^ibmifj^ rf Uiat TfdUm^ 


jBeing now ready to tM-oc^d to MexM^o* ottt* miK^ or i«eia^pou 
proofed to us to mao'h ‘^y the province of the 

which were their friendi», atiu bitf'tr enemies ' to" the Mexicans* In 
c»mplknce 'sidth' fifty of their 'principxl iRhuHici^l ati* 

tended IIS, slftd aUb tWb' hjundmi men to diaW'OUr guns* and thus ivc 
fet out ftom month of Auguft 1519, ouratm^in 

good <^rdcr, and j^trol^ of cavalry, and light infiuitiy in ftnnt. 

Guy firft day*s maith was to t town named Xidapa* aiid^ Second 
^\’as to Socbchima, a place of difficult approach, aboundinj^ wfthjviiies. 
The people here Were harangued through our interpstters, who inform^ 
tliem that we w^ vaflsds of the Emperor Don Ourlos^ wlio had fiatit 
us to put a %>p to human faCiificesi and other abitfts. Thigralfo ex- 
plained to them many thing!' concerning oiir icligioil, Und ae thC^ 
pc /p] .V 2v allies of Cempod and iftdi^^endant of McMiMuna» we 
found tl.v »i j'‘ry well difixdhd to usl Wc here eredh^ a croft, ex- 
plaining v*'hat it fignif^, and that it ftiould he hdd in vcsieration* 
Proceeding from this p^sCe, hy a paft ttmottlf lo^" mountains, We ar- 
rived at another named ^i^Utla, the people of which we fbund eeptaQy 
well difpofed tci us, they alfo/pa£d no tdihute to the |(teican 
monarch. Comiiiftii^ our march thtoi^ niountains, wn'chat 

night eqperienced great cold and ftoems of Oh the 
reachdi aho^r paft, where wofc f >ine hohfts ||dd huge with 

great piles of wood for the forvice of the Idfilit, fiawc 

with us for theft two days, and we now ap^pnaschpd the territory ot 

N h^nuco. 
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Mcxiop, at a 
caj^iquiKu 

Appemm that jm hai 

for,the ten^ka'vii^ ymy At)4 vifith i^4Mified4«cJ^ 

lings, and the hon/e of due 4Stci<|ue, he^ {dat0eied 
appealed, yeiy well, and re&mbled Tome of tO|iv>|owiks lfi<Spain. We 

mmpd this place CaM ]dlanc;o. * In confequence of our is^ge, the 
chief, and other prmipa^p^ft^ ojf thi town came^utjto meet u$, and 
took us to our quarteia^ whem thejr gave us paltiy and cold entertain- 
■ Ipenl. After Cupper Cotta ttjad© ahquiry relative to tlic miUtaiy power 
of Monteatnta. He was informed* how that monarch had under him 
^;teat armies, and ^hat the citjr of Mexico was of uncommon ilrength, 
^ing founded in the water, and faO.padlige from one houfe to another 
OKeepI bridges or boatsi that each Houfe was terraced, and only re- 
a parapet to be converted into a fortrefs s that the caitrancc to the 
*ci^ hy thmc caufeways, in each of which were four or five aper- 
ttfires for the p^age of the waters, and. that on each of thefc apertures 
was a bridge of wood, which being raifed, precluded the entrance into 
Mexicxi. We, were alio informed of the great wealth of Montcauma. 
in gold, filveC|,as}d jewels, the hcanng of which tilled us with ailonifh- 
jpent, and fuch is the nature of Spsnilh ioldiers, that wc were anxious 
to tiy our foittmcs, although the accounts we had been given, made 
our hopes appear ^almoil vhionarys and truly we found Mexico ibrongcr 
than what it was now deferibed to us. Hie cacique jaurtched out alio 
in the praifes of his great lord, Montezuma, faying, that he ruled 
where ever it was his will to, do fo, and that he was appreheniivc of 
his diflahsfadlinn at our Wng entextatned in that place, without his 
licence. To'OH this Cortes replied faqrtng, ** That we came from a 
** diAant country, by the oiders of mnr fovendgn, to warn the great 
** Montessuma to deiift from human iaciiAces, and al! outrages either 
** upon hli own vaAkIs, or Ms neighbours, and to mquire from him 
fubmiiTion to our monarch. And, ** added Cortes, ** I now require 
^ you an who hear one, to renounce your human facriiioes, cannibal 

*• ft.aO'C 
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*^''4ku’:'lJ^''Goj(li '’wfioim'"Wc'''i£>it’'"4^^ 1t^ giv»..u$ Ii^''’iu^ 

** r ^ y , ? K ' ‘ ^ 1.' '’■' ' ' ' ' , ' ' J ' 

** ^ us u{i tb'hca^.'V 

heib^;''ii^'^»-^^^nd nicnCe," mid 


pr<^pc^lRSiri0 imiAediatety to f bili tH< 

tt|)ob>^yi^in<js;i^;^^ andi^b-.. 

mcS -iil*' f^'’'|i^jlc/ "wbich mi^ oubttge ' 
or ind^ity tlitial Holy ^^mbbl i trat 

it fli^itld be d^er^ tuitiX # b^r v 
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^Wc H^y^itb ' ycxy'.^hkjf^-Q^^ jdic'-^o^^ ‘dS ^ 

La^, which duriiig the night ii&^t6 l^k/ » tinhg 
prifcd tbe tiaitte, Who buor'ull^ tliat |hrbc ahi(nial w0 a lion 
or tygcr Which We tHoy ftfw^rfed th^ h<^ M ion. 

and tore to pfe|-ahy ^ho them t^iat ohr 

guns fent forth ftoncsV Which i^tlQm enemies iia |dqifi»d 
thetn, that dur Hbtfts ^ughr ^ we pd^ued f h>' [ Wli^ 
othc^' replied, that with fuic;h po>’»^ we were . Diir 

allies alfo warned thto to taks^ 4***^)^ for thii we ffettir inoft 

fccret thoiighWy'amh advifed th<^ to imtl^iate ii$ by a .pi^^te; 
after we received from thi^ f<»ne gold in thflftyicrit ^icles but 
much debai^, fouT ti:^!^ Wonwn cdm^e bi^ a lb»i of mantis. 

I nsmeifi^' a ''pkl^iciiW-^ ''Kear fohic 

temples wcit: 1^ numb<^'; of Immih. ^ arrlnged that they 

could be countiii with cafe and certaih^r i i am conpheed from, h>y own 
obferyatinn that there were above a hunted thbtdbi^} I repeat it, 1 am 
furc there ■.wenS!''mofc' thsh of the 

ft^uare,;' htumW' H^s 'yi)^^''liinj^^ fudHr'^fUl^ttes th^ th^’ .^cbuld 

hot be counted; NmtiiteA' cif ^ ftbife Irere ai^.;fufporiam fro^ 
and; all; th^' wem;wmciibd;';by^^ 'lecn 

wi^ pid^ this oouht^uid that 

' '"'■■■■ •"'■■■,' '-v;:;.: ‘ ■' 
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ftrongly a* 
difpofition 
riibn in it 

him y?*e liSw ^ orifer to T&ibala; by 

advice of ouf aUf<», who every 

we bre^^ thither» iendmg n«a(l^ger$ beioie 
awl'flloai prefent Ibiuilot^rve tbataldl^ou^ 

kttdi^ iiqt people, tl^ kiiew ^hat^ 

of. the to^ge that was to be 
dt^Veitd, «nd bf 'the brbu^t it, and as fuch it w‘as 

imt upon all bccahoits. r ' 

.■'•■'■•' .-V / i' „V , 

■#tt)iceeciing whh' tve iff it’Ctl at a village in 

Xalac ab#fr£«to ihencc Jem tWo of ouf allies, with 
the letter, to.^IMaliir At intelligence, that the 

whok natioh i^as'almdy usy on the ft^oiltion, from 

the number Oif pcrloM^ibQ^^ aherided us, of thojfc nations which ux*rc 
fubje<9tvto that wc were In alliafice with the Mexican 

power, whofc inwtciam they were, * Having fufpicion of 

treachery froni the Mesdeans ' fay tlkie s^pearanocs, they inllandy on 
their arrival feisied our meflengiers, 

for during two days, which Cortes the con- 

verfion of the Indhuiis to our holy fahui^, hii^ adVk» and (»chorta- 
tiofts. He alfotfi^anded^^ attti^aiKe of twenty pdnnpal inhabK 
fants, who tbi^y J^cd him, and 'wc it Ihe ex|drsdipn df that time 
continued We met tik 

had fent to l1armla,'''and"''Wh^-^lkd;\ihade,;fh<^ the 

negligence hr cohnivaoce of their gwairdfi 

'Hide Indians had not yet totovered ftom tWft lq d!br Into which 
they wem put by what ^ Ihte ahd heiinl, for i-hc people of 
TIalbda vowed dcftrttdHon td att oui^Wlhei^ts. Tlic Aandaid 

was 


cacique 

1 to 

. ''..CdfteS' dcmamtilig’t^i^wir^ mdntipdl -imribar'io attend 
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Jff.it muft'.be fa. 
the cavalry 

'^.,fii!|^|p'.|fiyei^ their 

thcm.at,,the.^^; face;, and he taught 

-i^isred' .it OKJA of their .Kanda 

hythc,|iii!|^l|to,!^ IWid'hnUil^^the the Ian under 

,$hC:iti|||;V • 


Haying advatsced about tyro te^gucs. me at, a kind of forti- 

fipition built of him atld Ibht, and £bif^ :^emont of fo ftrong a nature 
that noting but tools of irem coiiM.haye any onj^ • ^ wa$ abb 
extrdndy >yeU conAhiftel for defence. Weihaito^ to examifiethla 
work, which the pec^ informed us i^s built hy ^I^oTloi^ans. on 
whofe territory it ftood. »s a defence agamil the incurlions of the Mexi- 
cans . After .panftng fo^ timjp hi % ious contempl^ion of this objed:, 
Cortes ordered us to mamh on. /ayi^y ;** Cendcin^ follow yot^ 

** dard the .holy ..jcrojs, \vhcrew-ith mp fhall- conquer to which ^ 
one and all ji^iicd Thai, ^wo wx;ie rci^y, 

“ fuppoit/’ 


After we had proceeded fonitc difbmce, our advanoed guard law 
about thirty of the enemy, fimt out to obfciye us. . Cortes ordered feme 
of the cavahy m .cntkaviour^^^^^ them ptifcipers , while we advanced 

at a quick to fupport the advaryxd party., Out cavalry attacked 
them, but tbei enemy ^lendetl thcinlelves ;fo well widi their fwonii, 
wounding the horfes i^vcrely, that our people were obliged to kill five, 
it being ifpppffibje to make them ptifooer^. A of three thoufimd 

warriors whkh had been plao^ ii^ ambufesyk »pw fidlicd out with 
great fury, arid hqgan to i|i^ at thig bcvaliy. ^*1^*'* aflcmblcd in a 
body ; but ^ we at tht« time Wdught pur arti|h^. apd mulkctry^to bear 
upon thi'm, they were a&pr a time compdksd to fill back, though re- 
gularly, and fighting durli^,^ir ;le)ft dead on 

and one of our a 

Evening was now\4i:twing on* 3^ them, but pur- 

fuing 
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f ii ing our march , <}uitted , the vHHs (ist 

farm houii:$* in' 

the night near '.|]fe--<g^;we 


took out of a fet tl« 

people W' a« .'wliich 

Mfc caught wf^ the^^ p €hetf aflbrded 

us 


iif ; 4^ *hc wifuing^^^ having i:^|[\<nendi^ 

)6pdl» we rnarch*^ ont to cnemjr,; J^h i;av^ty:a^ infanti^ 

ha^ been pi^i3a3 hbif in the attack* the 

|bnmr to chatge* and th^ 4€ar thetn&l^ of the en^y, the latter not 
to fcfflT their lank^ Pto««M*ng on our match, we 

Hiortly mpt two bodies, -of ^ wau^ors amounting to about fix 
th^fiiiiuj ill number^ Who att^ with their miflilc 

wt^pons^ ihotiting* their infiruments.. Cortes ordered a 

lialt^ and them three Indians 'yhbm we had made prisoners on 
the preening c?ay» d^to# ^9 t^cqwre xif tb^ countrymen a 
peacseabie and arnica!^, to confider 

them a» bfottasr; Piego de 

Godoy a rbyrd noinoy to w As foon as our mdfiige was 

ii^ivciedv <^hcy attack^ us more violently than before, infomuch that it 
impofiible to endure, it any longer, and Corie^, tb^forc cried out, 
^ ^’St. jago, aincl at th^r” aocordh^gly attacliid, and made a con- 
fidmble flaugbiipr ^ tbem^^ tlic iiidl difirharge^ of killing, 

aniongil othm* tbice of th^ 


They ittreatid towiirds fomclbioken ground^ where the whole 
army of Xk^dtehga the npwindf of forty 

thoidand men, %vas ported nnder ^yi^r. In tbis -^und^^t^ 
could not adl, and we were fort^ ' to ' it wdl ^ we could in a 

COjnp^ much amwy^; ^ .who (larted up, and 

^mgthc due'^'^ diilano;, ofth^r 

arthm. Thefc troops wCrc '^ b<^ tfeviass of white and red, 

which 
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^hteh ^lio ymt armed witli 

ground, 

iitadb''f|hi& lijpdn us .on 

cvety'iidi^ wc'<J6uW''^i^^^ In*^;'' and we -^erc 

in gris^ djtiiger to that ti\e li^d of vis. Whilft 

we were eh^ged as f have already related, a nufiiteof the (loutcfl of 
thofc warriors who caitkd the tremendous tuti^liandcd fwords, aifo- 
ciated in toes' to 4«5te op& of to horles i to *s 

Pedro de Moroh; air tototng good horfemavi, was etiarj^ing amongil^ 
them in oomtoy more, thefe warririrs iirft feito his lanec, 

and then wounding him dangeroudy, one of them with a blow of a 
two*handed fwoid, to through the neck of the iriaie he rode, fo that 
the fell initotly 'dto,^ to vrith Ihcgrettcfl^ 

difficuify i for It was iittoy otit of the pbwer of us wtio formed the 
battalion to <|uit it, froiri fear that the <mtoy fhould bie^ us com- 
pletely. Howeto dh this bcriilion to 'fiicccetlcd in refeuirtg him out of 
the hands of tlKiericmy* *hd we alfo cut the girths arid brought off the 
faddie, biit in fo doing we had ten of our number wounded, and I be- 
lieve that we then killed ten chiefs of the enemy, fw We were fiiirly 
engaged with them foot to foot, and we ufed our fwords to fuch effcdl 
that they began to toto taking With them the body of the marc, 
which they to in pieces^ and fent all through fhc of Tlafcala. 

This marc was the property of Juan Sedeno, who was at tto time ill of 
three wounds which he had received on theprcccdirtg day Moron died 
of his wounds, at kaft I do not rccollct^ having ever feen him after- 
wards. Aftesr : being engaged with the enemy f<wr above an hour, 
during which to artillery made great havoc iri thdt thick and nu- 
merous bodiesi* all of iis alfo righting as wc were annpelled to do for 
our lives and his Majefty's feirvicc, they drew erff regularly, and feft the 
field to' us, who were too much fatigued to follow them. Wc there- 
fore remained in the next village, for that Country was thickly inha- 
bited, and they had fubterraneous dwellings, in which numbers of 
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jKopIc Tlic 

3.ad the battle xvasi 




The lofs of elie this o£ils<m .wii$; vety coiifide^ble, eicht 

of their princt|i^ <^icTs amoiigil dw number. As Toon as we 

jfotmd oufl^va dear of tht^ ! wxi for mercy, 

and entering a ilroiig and fjp^io^* dfujr Wounds with 

the fat hf Indians. 0f fiileen wounded ;mch, Only cmc died. Wc ob- 
tairiM ^ plentiful fupper of the fowls and dogs which we found in the 
Villag^, and refted for tKtr ni^hi under the pmte^ion df ftrong guards. 
In this 'and all othtsr battles, as foon as we wounded an erwamy he was 
imrnediatcly carri<^ oft* by his cojnpjmions, fo tliat w^e. never could af- 
eertain tiir nuinbe^'t^f Fifteen of tliein ivcrc made prifoners 

ty us/ of wdiOrh iwt^vcix: , 


. After the fatigues fufieied in the late battle wc repoled for one day, 
which was employed in repairing our crofs-bows, ahd. making arrows. 
On the nc.xt, Cortes, «6t toj^yc the enemy time to arrange new attacks, 
lent out as many of itlw fol^a^ as were fit for foryiqc, to fcour the 
cx>uhtry, which ia ^heire V% ftat and well adapted for cavalry. Ac- 
tt>rdingly, fcvfh of the cavaln% and hvo hundred infantry, attended 
by Our iiilics, w enr out, and made prifoneri tiyenty Tiieh and women, 
but without any harm whatever being done by the Spaniards. The 
faihe cannot be faidt of out allicj;, who bdng Cruel, made great deftruc- 
tioii, am! letunied loaded with fowls and dogs. As loon as w'c returned 
Cortes rclealcxl the priloners, and having given them food, ami treated 
them kindl)', he expoftulatcd with thetn upon their madnefs in at- 
tempting to relift: us. He alfo at this time ielealed two of the chiefs 
whom wc Irad taken in the late battle, and fent them with a letter, and 
to inform their comitryineh, that ue only required an unmolefted paf- 
fftge to Mexko. Thefl* chiefs waited upon their General Xicotenga, 
who was ported with his anriy.al thediftahet? of two kagues, at a place 
named to the Wl of my reColkCIidn Tehuacihpacihgo, and delivering 
the m^'lTage with which they were intrufted, the reply of ,Xicotcnga 

was. 
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was, ** That wo (hould go to tho head 4 owfi of Thdcahn* whcie peaee 
ihould be made with us bgr ckvourin^ our bodies, and of&ring our 
hearts and bkxxl to thetr gods i and that on the next morning, he 
would give us his aidwertn perfon.** This hiiguage, after what wc 
had expqticiKed, k muft be confeiied founded moft terribly in our ears. 
Cortes however did not fufler his appveheniions to appear, and treated 
the meilengers even more kindly than before, in order to induce them 
to go again. Me then enquired relative to the power of Xicotenga and 
the nature of his command. They informed him, that the army now 
afl^bled confifted of the quotas brought by five chiefs, each of which 
was ten thou&nd men. Thclc chiefs were, Xicotenga the elder, father 
of the general, Maxicatzin, Chichimecatecle, Tecapaneca cacique of 
Topc]ranco, and a cacique named Guaxobcin. Thus fifty thoufand 
wauriors were now ranged under the banner of Xicotenga, which was, 
a white bird with the wings fpread refembling an oftrich. Each dtvi- 
(ion of the troops had alfo its own marks of diftintSlion : this we found 
to be the cafe, and that each cacique bore them in the manner of our 
nobility in Caftille, although when wc were firll informed of it by our 
priibners we diibdieved it. When all tills was communicated to us, 
being but mortals, and like all others fearing death, we prepared for 
battle by confelling to our reverend fathers, who were occupied during 
the whole night in that holy office. 


On the fifth of September 1519, liaving brought out our whole 
force not excepting the wounded, the crofs-bowmen ^d mufkctcers 
being dirc<Sted to fire alternately, fb that there fhould ailways be fome of 
each loaded, the foldiers with fword and buckler being ordered to ufe 
the points, paiTing them clear through the bodies of tlieir opponents, 
and the cavalry being inftrudbrd to keep their ranks, and charge at half 
fpced, pointing their lances at the ^es of the enemy, and riding through 
them without halting to give thrufls, with our colours flying, and four 
of our companions as a guard upon them, we out upon our march. 
We had not proceeded half a quarter of a league, when we faw the 
troops of the enwny covering the plains. Each body difplayed its ro- 
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fpe^ive device, and th^ advanced, founding all their warlike inftru- 
ments. . 

Much might he writffm the fubjeft ol* this gieat, and long 
doubtful battle, where four ihundred mim Ihxxi Opf^oled to hcilb, which 
furrounding them from all jparts, filkd thdic plauisT extending in every 
direction for the fpace of two leagues. K^y of our final! number 
were fick and wounded, and we knew that the eriemy came upon us in 
a determination to fweep us firom the earth, and facrifice us to their 
idols. Their firfl difeharges of arrows, fiones, and two-headed darts 
which pierce any armour, and through the body where unprote(fled, 
covered the ground; and they continued advancing until th^ clofed 
upon, and attacked jus with their lances, and two-handed fwords, 
fitting foot to foot, and encouraging each other by their cries and 
ihouts. Onr artillery, muiketry, and crofs-bows played on them, and 
the home thruib our infantry made with their fwords, prevented their 
clofing upon us as much as they liad done on the former occafion. Our 
cavalry alfo charged with fuch efledt, that, next to God, it was to 
them we owed the vidlory. At one period 1 faw our battalion com- 
pletely broken, nor could all the exertions of Cortes for a time rally it, 
fuch Was the prefifure of the enemy upon us. By the foie of our 
fwords, however, we at length forced them off from us, and were then 
enabled to clofe and form. One circumfiance that prefinyed us was the 
thicknefs of the enemy, whereby full play was given to our artillery. 
Another was, that they did not know how to bring up their forces 
upon us without confufion, and fomc of the divifions could not come 
to the attack at iUl. The one compoled of the warriors of Guaxocingo, 
was prevented from engaging by Chichimecatecle, whom Xicotenga, 
the commander in chief, had provoked by (bme infulting obfervation 
rdative to the preceding battle. This circumfiance we were informed 
of afterwards. They were alfo apprehenfive by experience of our ca- 
valry, our cannon, and other arms ; but above all was the great mercy 
of Gc^, who gave us force to fufiain their attacks. Two divifions as I 
have obierved fiood aloof, from dif^fi at what Xicotenga had faid 

relative 
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fehtive to the conduA of the fon of ChkhtinecaMcle on the (bnner oc- 
caiion: this being obferved by the otlm, flackened their ardour, and 
the lofs of one of their gnateft chiefs killed, at length caufcd them to 
draw off their forces and retire, purfued'by our cavaliy, though but for 
a vciy litde dilbince, owing to their Oxceflive Butigue. Thus being 
again nnollcrs of the held, we returned our thanks to God for his mercy. 

of our foldiers was killed, above (eventy and all the horfes were 
wounded. I received two wounds, one by a ilone, the other by an 
arrow; but they were not fuch as to prevent my^ing duty; indeed if 
wounds had exempted us, few would have been 5t for it. 

We now returned to our former poll, having buried our dead in 
one of the fubterraneous dwellings already mentioned, filling and level- 
ling it, that our lofs (hould not be perceived by the enemy. How 
wretched and comfortlefs was our fituation after our haidlhips and 
dangers f We could not procure even oil and fidt ; and the cutting winds 
of the Sierra Nevada, made us (liivcr again. 

Cortes now fent three of his prifoners, together with thofe who 
had carried the former meilage, to repeat his demand of a free pafikge 
to Mexico, with threats of dclbru<5tion in cafe it was refufed. When 
our meifengers arrived at Tladcala, they found the chiefs of that nation 
much difgufted with their misfortunes and lodes ; dill they heard our 
propofds with a veiy unwilling ear, and fent for their priefts, and cer- 
tain wizards who divine and foretdl by cading lots, in order to learn 
from them, if we were vincible, and which were the mod likdy means 
of fucceeding againd us; alfo, if wc were fupcrnatural beings, and what 
our food confided of. It feems their wizards informed them, that wc 
were human beings, and fubfided as fuch, not eating the hearts of thofe 
we killed, as they had been told, and that though invincible hjl^day, 
wc were to be conquered by night, for that all our force was derived 
from the prefence of the fun. This being believed, orders were imme- 
diately fent to their General Xicotenga to make an attack upon us during 
the night. Accordingly, he marched againd us with a force of ten 
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thoufand warridrs* who attacked Our poft in three dtflmyf bodies, but 
our out parties had kept too good a io^ out to be fiifpirtiifd, and a mo- 
ment was fudicient tO put us under arths. Thejr therefbie met 'tvith 
fuch a reception as loon cauled them to turn tbdr backs, being, as it 
was moonlight, purfued bj our cavalry iVith a conliderable kfs ; and 
they returned to fheir pod heartily lick of a nocturnal attack. I have 
heard it laid, that finding thcmlelves deceived by their prieds and 
wizards, thty in revenge lacrificcd two of them. Wc had bjut one of 
our allies killed, and awo Spaniards wounded in this a€tioh, and wt 
made four prilbncrs ; but on the enfuing day when we came to kx>k 
into the fituation of our army,' it was far from confolatory j wc were 
dreadfully harrallcd, had loft above fifty-five foldiers by battle, ficknefs, 
and Icvcrhy of weather, and had fevera! lick; our gcnetal was ill of a 
fever, as was our Rev. Father Olmedo, and the expedtation of reaching 
Mexico was now confidered as a vifionary idea, after what Wc had ex- 
perienced of the refi/lancc of the Tblcalans. 

Wc had however in our army many cavaliers equally wife in 
council as th<^ were brave in the field, with whom Cortes never omitted 
confulting on important occafions, notwithftanding Gotnara fays that 
Cortes did this and that, as if he was the foie adlor, ittfcMfnuch that 
even if he had been made of iron, he could ctot have executed all which 
that hiftorian aferibes to him. Let it fufficc that he. did ift every refpedt 
Hke a good captain which he wtis, and this I lay, that in addition to 
his other mercies Ood was plealed to give us wildom to eoanfel and 
advile Cortes, upon all important occafions, for the bdl, as the rtfult 
proved. But to have done with prailes, wc waited on Corfcs, and rc- 
prefented to him the favors which heaven had (hewn to us, and how 
evidently they pointed out that wc were rclervcd for Ibmte great end, 
and how wc advil^ him to releafe his prifoners, and by them to make 
a lecond offer of amity to thefc people. Donna Marina, w’hofc fpirit 
fuppoited her in all dangers, and when Ihe knew that wc were upon 
the Ixink of deftru<ftion, and were in ittomcnfeiTy apprehenfion oi being 
devoured, u’as at this time of moft efiRmtial fci^'icc, for Ihe explained to 
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art ftiht, that it was out detenninadon, if thcit oountiymcn did 
not fmmediatdjr treat, to march agaitxft and deflmy them and their 
towfl. With this fttblutt mdfiigid they sttbt once more to Hafcala. 

Diif md(!engers having arrived at Tlafcala, waited oft the chiefs, 
the |>rtfteipa! of them bearing in one liand our letter, and in the 6ther a 
dart. It v^s the Will of heaven that the Tlafcalans (hould be now ih- 
cliried to enter into terms of accommodation. The two chiefs named 
Maitieatzm, and XiCotenga the elder, immediately font to invite the 
teft, and alfb the cacique of Ouaxocingo their ally, and being jdl af- 
fesnbled, they le^ftefeatcd to them, that their attacks had been inefie^ual 
on us, and definitive to them, and that we were in hoflility to their 
ifttetenite enenhoes the Mexicans, who had made war on them for up« 
wards of a hundirM years, hy which they were now deprived of fait and 
cotton. They theTefort profiofcd, that their nation (hould accept our 
allianee, and that, in order to perpetuate it, the daughters of tlicir firfl 
fatnilies (houM be offered to us as wives. To thefe propOfals they all 
agreed, and fibit notice thereof to their general. This chief was highly 
ofRndad at it« and infixed 6n making another night attaek upon us. 
The cOunctl of Thfcala being informed of this, fcht orders to iu|)erf^c 
him, but the capelins and warriors refufed to otxry, and in confcquencc 
of his violent conduifl, four 6f fheir principal and mofl venerable chiefs, 
who were appointed to wait on, and invite us to their town, were in* 
timidated, and pitvented from executing their miiTion. 

Having remained two days Without doing any thing, wc now ^ro* 
pofed to Cortes to march to a place called Zumpacingo, the chief town 
of the diftriet, the people of which liad been fummoned, but had treated 
our meflage with ncgleift. Accordingly, early in the morning wc fet 
out, under the command of Cortes who was nut yet quite recovered. 
The morning was extremely cold, the wind affc<5ting two oT our horfes 
fo much that we were afraid they would have died. Proceeding on our 
march, wc arrived at the town before daybreak. The inflant the na- 
tives heard of our approach, (hey fled from their houfes, crying, that 
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the Teulcs were eoming to kill them. We halted in a walled indofure, 
until it was light, when certain prieib and old men came from the 
temples, and apologized for not having attended to our fummons, 
afciibing their conduct to the threats of Xicotenga. Cortes ordered 
thefe people to go to their head town and defire the chiefs to attend him, 
in order to bring about a peace ; f<»r we were as yet ignorant of what 
had pailfed. Wc obtained here a good fupply of providons, and the 
farther advantage, that the Indians formed a favorable opinion of us, 
which daily gained ground. The chiefs and old men went to Tlafbda, 
and their reprefentations had fuch an efledt, that orders were given to 
all the neighbouring people, to fend in providons to us. 

Some of our foldiers began now to hold very querulous language ; 
more cfpecially thofe who had left good hoiiies and plantations in the 
Ifland of Cuba. Seven of them waited at this time upon Cortes, and 
their fpokefimn addredx^ him in a prepared oration in the manner of 
advice, wherein he rcprcfcntcd to him, that above dfty-dvc of our com- 
panions were dead, and that we were ignorant of the dtuation of thofe 
in Villa Rica. That notwithftanding the mercies which had been 
fhewn us, it was imprudent to tempt God too often, and it was nc- 
ceflary to avoid being brought into a worfe dtuation than that of Pedro 
Carbonero, for at prefent there was hardly a hope of efcaping being 
ftcrideed to the idols of the natives. But that though it (hould pleale 
God to prelcrvc us, flill k ^i'as expedient to return to Villa Rica, and 
conRrudl; a vdTfd to fend to Cuba for aflillance ; and they lamented the 
imprudence of having totally deftroyed our (hipping, a deed the ralh- 
nefs of which could not be parallelled in hillory. They added, that 
though our dtuation was worfe than that of beads of burthen, who if 
forced to labour have at lead food and red, yet they had hitherto dc- 
dfted from remondrating, as not thinking the time admitted of it, but 
that now the enemy were withdrawn and the country feemed peaceable, 
the prefent opportunity fhould not be omitted to be taken. 


Cortes replied mildly, that he believed there never exided Spanifh 
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foldiers who had exhibited more valour and perfcvcrance tlum ourfclves, 
and that it was neoeilary to continue to do fo in order to iavc our lives. 
That with our courage he was well acquainted, as he alfo u'as with 
many other circumflances which they had then mentioned. But, that 
as God had delivered us from thole great perils, he hoped the Isunc 
mercy would be continued to us in future. He then appealed to them 
if he had ever (hewn himfdf unwilling to lhare dangers with us, 
which indeed he well might, for he was ever forward on thofe occa- 
/ions, and continued his reply, adding, that as we had wherever we 
went preached to the ignorant natives the doctrines of our holy faith, 
he trui^ we Ihouid dill receive the divine adidance, and that of, his 
patron St. Peter. That as to dedroying our Ihips, it was done by good 
advice ; ** And,** continued he, ** Gentlemen, our fame will exceed 
** far that of the mod illudrious of our prcdccedbrs, who never, as you 
*' obferve, dared to take fuch a meafure; and therefore it is better, in- 
dead of repining, to look forward, and leave all to be guided by the 
“ hand of God. As to our return, it is true the natives wc had left 
** behind arc now friendly, but if we feemed to retreat, the very dones 
** would rife againd us. Therefore gentlemen, thus it is ; bad there, 
*' worfe clfewhcrc, better day as you arc, here in a plentiful country, 
** and as to w’hat you lay of lodes, deaths, and fatigues, fuch is the 
** fortune of war, and wc did not come here in fearch of padimes and 
** amufements. Therefore I lieg of you, who arc all cavaliers by your 
** dation authorized to fet an example, that you no longer will thjnk 
“ of retprning, but do your duty like the valiant foldiers 1 have always 
“ found you to be.** 

The others replieii deprecating dill the march to Mexico ; he then 
cut them Ihort by faying, that according to the fong, it was better to 
"die at once than live tlilhonored ; and Cortes being fupported in thefe 
fentiments by all his friends, the complaints of thefe people were dided 
ibr the prefent, for wc all cried out that no more Ihould be laid upon 
the fubjecd. 
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After four mcHagcs from the chiefs of Tlafcala to their general, to 
(end a peaceable onbady to us, that chief was obliged to comply. Ac- 
cordingly forty Indians arrived at our quarters, ibit by him with fowls, 
bread, and fruit ; tlicy alfb brought with them four old women in 
wretched clothing, feme incenfc, and a quantity of parrots feathers. 

Having offered their inoenfe to Cortes, one of the men addrdTed 
him as follows. “ This prclcnt our General Xicotenga fends you. If 
** you arc, as it is (aid, Teuks, and dehre human (acrifices, here are 
** thcic four women; take their^ hearts and blood for food; as wc 
** knew not your plcafurc, wc have not hitherto facriheed them to you, 
** now do as you chulc with them. If you arc men, here are fowls, 
** bread, and fruit; if you are benignant Teules, we offer to you this 
** incenfe and thefe parrots feathers.** Cortes replied that he had already 
fent to them requiring peace, as our obje^ in coming was to make 
nrunifed the truths of our holy religion, and in the names of our 
God and Emperor, to prohibit human facrificcs; that we were men 
like themfclvcs, but not accuilomed to put any to death ekeept in our 
own defence, and that they (hould no longer continue their mad rc- 
(iAance, but embrace peace when it was offerol to them. 

Thefc men it feems were fpics ; we were warned of this by our 
friends of CempcKi), who informed us likewife that the people of Cim- 
pactngo had faid that Xicotenga meant to attack us. Cortes now made 
immediate inveiligation, and cauiing four of thefe Indians to be feized, 
they confcflTcd the whole, and that their general was waiting only for 
♦heir report, lo attack us on that vciy night. Cortes then caufing 
fevaitecn of the Tlafcalans to be arrefled, made their hands be ftruck 
off, and al(b the thuipbs of others, and in that condition font them to 
their chief, with an invitation to him to come and attack us ; laying, 
♦hat wc w'oiild wait, for the fpace of two days, and at the expiration of 
that time, if he heard no farther, would come and feek for him in his 
Xicotenga w'as prepared to march againll us, when his fpics re- 
joined him in that lamentable (late; but from the moment he law them, 
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he loll his oounge arid haughtiiiefi; AUh one of thole divifions with 
the chiefs of whkh he M quattelled, tti this time quitl^ his army, as 
we weie informed. 

A vedette noW, iinex^e^edly, announced the approach of a nu* 
merous train of Indians hy the road of Ttafo^ iuid his companion 
who had flayed to ohferve them, fhortly after galldp^ in and informed 
us that they were hard by ; we therefore ctmoeived hopes of (hat which 
it turned out to be, an cmbafly of peaarif\- Cbrtes' ordered us all to our 
quarters, and on the arrival of the embafly, the fimr old men deputed 
for the purpofe, advancing from the reil,‘ went to the place where our 
general was, and bowing their heads, touched the ground with their 
hands, and kiflbdl them ; making three more hows th^ then advanced, 
and having prefented their incenfe they ^d,' that they were fent cm the 
part of the pecqde of Tlafcala, to put themfelves under our protedlion ; 
declaring thaf they never would have tmde war upon us, but for their 
belief that we were the allies of Montezuma, their mortal and ancient 
enemy. They added, that the hrfl attack made upon us was fy the 
Chontales £fh»hics, or mountaineers, (without their approbation,) who 
thought that they could eatily bring our fmall number to their lords the 
Tlafcalans ; th^ then faid, that they were come to folicit pardon for 
the oflfence, and that the gcncniFof their army and other chiefs (hould 
fhortly wait upon us. Having finifhed, they bowed, touching the 
ground, and kifllng their hands. Cortes, affuming a fevere look, fe> 
proaclied them for the violence th<y had committed, but in confidera> 
tion of their wifh to expiate their offences he told them, that he was 
now willing to accept their prefents and receive them into favor. He 
bid them immediately fend their chiefs to himv - sb in Cfps they failed 
to come he was determined to proceed in hoflility agaiml thorn, but 
that his wifh was for peace ; in token of which he made them a prdent 
of fomc artificial diamonds. The four ambafladors returned with this 
mefTage, leaving thofe who had attended theni with provifions, in our 
quarters. We now were convinced of the finceri^ of their profcflions, 
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which came in very good, time, for yrc heartily tieed of this (evere 
and hopclcfs war. 

The hiftorian Gpmara (ays, that Cortes afe^ded a rock, in order 
to get a view of Zumpacingo. I fay it was clo(c to our ftation, and 
the miM mvil have been blind indeed who could not have it from 
thence. He alfo talks of mutinies, and otiicr things, of which he fays 
that he was informed, I fay that never was a captain in the world 
better obeyed than Cortes, and that no fuch thought ever entered the 
mind of any of us, nor any thing that could be fo conftrued, except 
the aOair of the fands, and what 1 have lately related, which was only 
by way of advice, for the whole of our foMiers followed him mod 
zcaloufly, and it is no (hangc thing that good Ibldiers (hould occa- 
(lonally co^nfcl their chief. 

'i 

The news of the great victory which it had been the will of God 
to givi; to us flew through all parts, and foon reached the cars of the 
great Montezuma ; infomuch tliat this monarch, awed by the fame ot' 
our valour, (ent five of the principal noblemen of his court, to con- 
gratulate us upon our fucccflcs. By them he (ent a prefent of various 
articles of wrought gold, to the amoimt of a thouland crowns, and 
twenty loads of the riched mantles, with a declaration of his w'idi to 
be^me a va(&l of our great monarch, to whom he oflRrrcd to pay an 
annual tribute; adding, that from the edeem in which he held our 
general, he much wilhed to fee him at his court in Mexico, but that 
he was obliged to deprive himfelf of that (iitisfatf^ion, in confcquenct 
of tlic poverty of the country and badnefs of the roads by w'hich he 
was to pafs. #Cortes expreded his obligation to this great monarch for 
the prefent, and his odcr to pay tribute to our (bvcrcign; he requedeJ 
the ambaHadors to day and accompany him to Tlafcala, with which 
government lie had not yet made his concludve arrangements, and dc- 
iixed that they would allow him to defer giving any farther anfw’cr on 
that day. He was now' convalcfcent, and had taken as a medicine cer- 
tain apples of great virtue, the produce of the Ifland of Cuba. 
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While Cortes was convcrikig wkh the amboflkdors of Montezuma, 
Xicotenga and fifty of his principal warriors, all clothed in uniform 
habits of white and red, arrived and waited on him with great refpe^. 
Centes Ttccivcil him with no Icfs, and made him fit down at his fide. 
The chief then told him, that he came in the name of his father, and 
the reA of the principal perfons of his nation, to (blicit our friendfhip, 
to fubmit to our monarch,, and to apologize for having taken up arms 
againfl us, the reafon of which w'as, the apprehenfion of the wiles of 
Montezuma. He Mded, that their country was very poor, producing 
neither gold, filver, jewels, cotton, nor even fait, which laA article 
Montezuma prevented them from obtaining. He faid alfo, that what 
gold their anceAors had colIe(5tcd, he had deprived them of, ahd that 
if they did not now bring fatisfadtory prefents, their poverty mu A 
plead their cxcufc. He made many other complaints of Montezuma, 
and concluded by cameAly foliciting our alliance. This chief was of 
tall Aature, Arong, and well proportioned; his face broad, and fomc- 
w hat wrinkled; of a grave afpc<St, and aged about thirty-five years. 
Cortes treated him with every mark of friendfhip, and expref!^ his 
fatisfadtion .^having been the means of inducing fo refpedlablc a na- 
tion to becoflll^V^dlals to our fovercign, and allies to us. The Tlafcalan 
chief then invited him to his city, w hich Cortes promifed to vifit as 
foon as he had difpatchcd his bufinefs with the ambafladors of Mon- 
tezuma. At the conclufion of the converfation however, Cortes ad- 
dreflcd a few words to them of a more ferious nature, in refpcdl to 4hc 
offences which they had committed againA us, w’arning tiiem to take 
care of their condudt in future. They all promifed the utmoA fidelity, 
and this converfation having paf!^ in the prefence of the umbafladorK 
of Montezuma, they attempted to ridicule the credit which we gave to 
the affuranccs of the Tlafcalans, which they aAcrtcd were fo mapy de- 
ceptions, their intention being to fall on and murder us in their city. 
Cortes replied, that any fuch attempt would bring with it its own 
punifhment, and that he was determined to march to Tlafc'ala, if it 
were only in order to afeertain the finecrity of the people. The ambaf- 
fadors of Montezuma then requcAed a delay of fix days, to obtain far- 
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farther inAni^ions. ThU Cortes meded to; for which be had tvro mo- 
tives* hrft, his ilatc of health, fecondly, becaufe the ^bfervatSons of 
the Mexican ambafladors a0brded grounds for iorious ibfledtions. He 
now alfo fern to Jtian de Elodante, informing him of what had hap> 
pened, and requiring fome vtdlch of 'faemnw^ which had 

been buried in a certain {dace* and alfo foi^^ conibciated bread, tliat 
which we had brought with us being ul^. Wo at this time ercdled 
a fumptuoifs and kdty crofs tn our quarters, and #»rtes ordered the 
people of Zumpacingo to purify and whitcwalh a temple, w hich they 
accordingly did. 

‘ ' ^ ' 

Our friends of TIafcala brought us continually ample fupplies of 
provilions, fuch as fowls, and tunas or Indian figs, and they repeated 
their invitations, which we could not as yet accede to, confidently w'ith 
the engagement which we had made to the Mexican ambailauiors. At 
the expiration of the time which Cortes had given, fix noblemen fent 
by tl^e, Montezuma arrived, with a prefent of various articles in 
goId\iiif the value of three thbufand crowns, and two hundred rich 
mantles. They alfo bifought a meflage of a congratulatory nature, and 
containing the mod earned requed and advice, by noilfcans to go to, 
or trud the people of TIafcala. Cortes received the prefent with every 
cxpreflion of gratitude, afluring them that he would repay it in good 
works to their monarch, adding, that, as to the Tlafc^ns, he w'as 
thankful for the warning, and if they attempted any treachery, would 
make them pay for it with their lives. At this moment he received in- 
telligence of the arrival the Tlafcalan chiefs f he therefore requeded 
of the ambafladors a dday of three days, before he gave his anfwcr to 
them. 

The ancient chiefs of TIafcala, named Maxicatzin, and Xicotenga 
the elder, a blind man, together with Guaxtdacima, Chichimecatecle, 
and Tecapancca of Topeyanco, now arrived at our Aation, borne on 
hammocks, in litters, and cm men’s backs, attended by a great train. 
Saluting Cortes with great refpedt, Xkotenga the blind chief addref!^ 

him 
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fiim ikying, that they had ietit to him, to requeil pardon for their 
hofUlitics, which they aibribed to the folpidon they emeitained of our 
being allied to Montxnsuma. But -now we- know, iktd he, -who, and 
what you are, we would go down to the codl to invite you from 
(hips, and fweep the roads before ypui at prefent the utmofl we can 
do is, to requeft your company in <Hif ci^, w'here you (hall be (crved in 
e\'cry manner th^ts in our power. Wc at the Atnie time warn you, noa. 
to give credit terne mifreprelentations of thefe Mexicans, who are iiW 
fluenced by the malice which they bear to: us. Cortes returning many 
thanks to them, ikid, he would have vilited them befoie that time, but 
that he w'anted to draw his cannon ; upon which, in lefs than 
half an hour, above five hundred of the natives were alTembled for the 
purpofe, and early in the morning we fet out upcm our march, attended 
by the Mexican amba(&dors, by the xequeA of Cortes, who kept them 
near him, leA they (hould meet with any infult. Before I proceed, I 
muA mention, th^ from this time the natives always addreded Cortes 
by the name of Malintzin ; the iCkfon of which was, that Donna 
rina being our ItngiitA. and interpreting to Cortes, they gave film the 
name of Marina*s captain, which in their pronunciation was pmerted 
to Malintzin,/: Wc entered the territory of Tiafcala twcnty>fbur days 
before our arrival at the chief city, which was on the twenty-third of. 
September 1519. 

A.S fopn as the chiefs perceived that we were on our march, they 
went before us to provide our lodgings, and wlicn we approached their 
city they came out to meet us, bringing their daughters and female re- 
lations; but each tribe, or divitionof inhabitants, diftin<A and (epasyte; 
for it Teems that of thefe there were four, excluAve of that under the 
government of Tecapaneca, lord of Topeyanco. Each of thefe tribes 
was diftinguifhed by a different uniform, of cloth made of ncquen, for 
cotton was a luxury not within their reach. The priefts came with 
their incenfe pots, in loofe white garments,! with their long hair matted 
and clotted with blood which flowed from reooit cuts in •their ears, 
and the nails upon their fingers were remarkably long. They faluted 
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Cortes with leverence, aUd the when we nueied the town, 

crowded upon us in fuch numbers as to make the iheets hardly pallable, 
pieimting to Cortes and the cavahy» garlands of beautiful and odori- 
ferous flowers. Wh^n we arrived af fbm0 large courts, in the apart- 
ments about which we were to be lodged, the two chiefs taking Cortes 
by' the hai>d, brought him to that which was intended for him, and 
•every Span^ (bldicr was accommodated With a b^ compof^ of a 
mat, and clothes made of nequen. Our allies wefPlodged near us, 
and the ambailadors of Montezuma, ]by the deilre of Cortes, in the 
apartment next to his own. Althou^ wc had O'ciy confidence in the 
iillcerify of the llarcalaiis, yet Cortes never permittqji the ieail relaxation 
in military duty ; when the chiefs obferved this, it gave them a jcaloufy , 
as they thought it to indicate that wc harboured fufpicions of them, 
and they fpokc to Cortes on the fubjcdl in fuch terms as convinced us 
all of their fincerky. Cortes replied by aiTurances of his pcrfcdl reliance 
upon their jtrutli, and alfo informed them, that it was merely a com- 
plianooWith the cuftom of our countiy. 

As foon as an altar could be creded, Cortes ordered mafs to be 
faid by Fra. Juan Diaz, the Rev. Father Olmcdo being ill of a fever. 
At this many of the native chiefs were prcfcnt, and after it was ended 
Cortes took them with him to his apartment, attended by thofc foldicrs 
who ufualiy accom^utnied him. Xicotenga the elder then told him, 
that they had prepared a prefent of which they requefled his acceptance. 
Accordingly, fomc pieces of gedd, and of cloth were produced, not 
altogether worth twenty crowns. The chief then addrefled him, cx- 
prefitng his fmr that he would defpife fuch a paltry ofl^, but that their 
poverty, and die extortions of Montezuma, of. whom they were obliged 
to purchaie peace at the cxpcnce of all they polleil^, were the caufes 
of it. Coitcs received their prefent with thanks, laying, that little as 
tt was, he valued It more from them, as ai teftimony of friendihip, 
than if others bad given him a houle full of gold. Xicotenga then 
pvoppfed to him an alliance between our two nations, and that we 
ibould accept their daughters in marriage, making the ofib* of his own 

to 
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to Cortes. Our general thanked Kim for thefc marks of good vilK 
and tiae chie& remained nvkh kim a whole day* Xicotenga 
(hewed paitiodar attachment to Cortes, was hlaiid i . he was,, curious to 
examine with hk hands, hk heiil, features, and heardi which the 
general permitted him to do. 

On the next ^ the ohiefs hrooght five daughters of cacix|uet,. 
handfome la oofi^pariibn to the other women (d* the country, wett 
dre(!«i, and each attended by a female fUwe. Xicotenga then prelentcd 
hk own daughter to Cortes, defiruig him to afiign the reft to his of- 
ficers. Cortes that^ed him, but obferved, that for the piefent the 
ladies muft lemain with their parents. The chief aiking the reafon 
W'hy he would not receive them he replied, that it was necedaiy firft to 
obey the mandates of our Lord God, and the will of our monarch who 
had fent us thither, to put a ftop to human Edifices, and other evil 
pnidliccs, .and being them to the true fiuth in the adoration of one God. 
He then (hewed them a beauteous image of our Lady, with her pmdous 
fon in her arms, and explained to them that it was the nrprcfeittati^ of 
the holy Mary, who is in the heavens, and mother to our Lord, the 
grace of the Holy Ghoft, ** Sine pcccato concepta,** and that (he is our 
mediatrix with her precious Ton, who is our Lord Cod ; then, (aid he, 
if you wi(h to be our brethren, and that we (hould intermarry with you, 
renounce your idolatrous wordiip, and adore our God, the good efiefls 
of which you will foon perceive in your temporal concerns, luid thereby, 
after this life, your fouls (hall ;be taken into heaven, there to enjoy 
eternal happineft. Whereas, by perfifting in the worihip of your idols, 
which ore devils, you will be drawn by them to their infernal pit, there 
to bum eternally in ftomes of fire. Cortes after an cxcellenC hanoguc 
containing much more matter to the (amc efie<5t, which was pcriciflly 
well explained by our intefpreters, here ceafed and waited their anfsuer, 
which was given by the chiefs as follows. That they readily bdteved 
all that th^ had heard now, and before, of ftie. excellence of our God, 
and his (aizxs, and that they hopcil in time to underftand more upon 
the fubje^ j that in regard to tiie renunciation of their ancient religion. 
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if they to do it in their old age, in order to pleafe us, what would 
thdr prieib and the rt^g genefation think of them ? They would raife 
an,;inrurraftio|l i the ippre jo, »i the^ricfts had already confulted their 
gods, who h^ commanded them jby to omit their human 

^KTiHces, and other ancient cuilotnss as hi cafe of failure in theob- 
iervance^ them, they would punifli the .^m]y with famine, pefti- 
lence, am war. ' They therefore requcllcd ’ll be no inore fpoken to on 
the fu^jeft, as th<^ could not renounce their gods but with their lives. 

Whi^ the Rev. Father cSmcdo, who was a wife man and good 
ib^ok^iah, heard this, he adviicd Cortes to urge it no farther at pre- 
ilmi, being adverfe to forced conyerHons, notwithfbindmg it had been 
done in Cempoal. He alfo obferved, that the dei^rudtion of their idols 
was a'^fruitlefs violence, if the. principle was not eradicated from their 
minds by arguments, as they would find other idols to continue their 
worfhip tp, clfcwherc. Throe other cavaliers, Alvarado, De Leon, and 
De Xaigp, alfo fpoke to Cortes to the fame efledt. We however got 
one temples cleared out, and erecting an altar, converted it into a 
chriffi^ church, and here the ladies deilined to be the brides of our 
officers MTcrc baptized. The daughter of Xicotenga received the name 
of Donna Louifa, and was taken by the hand by Cortes, who prefented 
hn* to Alvarado, telling her father, that officer was his brother: at 
which the old chid* exprefled his entire fiuisfa<Stion. The niece or 
(hiughter of Mardcatzin was grv'cn to Vdalquez de Leon, to the bell of 
my recOllediion: ftic was very handfbme, and took the name of Donna 
Elvina ; and the reft whofe names 1 do not now remember, but they 
were all Donnas, were affigned to De <Mi, Sandoval, and Avila. After 
the<ceremony, the reaibn of the ere^ioci of croffis was explained to the 
native, .as being done in order to terrify and expd the evil fpirits they 
worfhipped, .to all which they liftened with proper attention. Before I 
jpiocced ftirther i muft mention, that almoft the whole province of 
IWcalapaid 'homage and made prefents to Donna Louifa: Alvarado 
her a fon *named Don Pedro, and a daughter named Donna 
fvife at prefent to D.^^Fra. de la Cueva, a good cavalier, coufin 

to 
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to the ^ke df Albuqu^qiie, whom & Im ^bur^or 6ye ibm 

worthy cavaliers } Donna Leonora herfi^lf bel^Ag an C3cdS|^ the 

true ddixndant of fuch a father, who was in* right of DamU Louifii, 
great lord, or as it u*earc (overeign, iii '^fcala. 

Cortes now obtained m a 'cbnverfation with XioUcnga the eh!^ 
and Maxicatzin, coniklcrablc information relative to Mexico. Thijr 
told him, that Montezuma had an army of a hundred thoufand war- 
riors ; that the enmity between the Mqricans and TlaXcalans liad fub- 
Itftcd above a hundred years, the latter having fornWl an jlliance for 
mutual protection with the pedple of Guaxdcingo, and that all the dtf> ' 
triCls wlu'ch Montezuma had brought under his fubycClion w’crc diila- 
rished with his tyranny, and inclined to favor his enemies. They (aid 
that the people from whom the Tlafoilans had fuflibred mofV, were thoic 
of Chohila, from which city, the troops of Montezuma could come 
by furj'trifc upon the TIaicalan territory; that the Mexican garrifbns 
occupied all the cities of the neighbouring fbtes, who were obliged to 
pay tribute to their monarch, in gold, manufactures, and vi^ims for 
facrihcc; and in fliort, tliat his wealth and power were immenfe. ' They 
informed him alfo of the great ftrength of the city of Mexico, of the 
lake, and tl»c caufeways with their w'oodcn drawbridges. They farther 
defer ibed that city as built princi^xilly in the water, fb that there was no 
pafling from one houfe to another except by drawbridges or in canoes, 
and tliat all the houics were terraced at top, and defended by parapets. 
The arms of the Mexicans they defbribod as confining of doubk-headed 
darts throw'n by a kind of fling, lances w ith double-edged blades of 
an ell in length, made of flone, and fharper than a razor, two-handed 
fwords of the fame material and confbruClion, and fhields. The Tlaf- 
calan chiefs then produced for our infpeCtion large cloths of ncquen, 
whereon were painted reprefentations of their various battles. The dif- 
courfc afterwards turned upon thcmfclvcs and their nation. They £ud 
that their anceflors had told them, that in fortrier times the country was 
inhabited by tnen and women of great fbiture, and wicked manners, 
whom their anccflors had at length extirpated; and in order that we 
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might jvidgc of the bulk of t$eic'|}eo{»lo, th^ hfOught us t bone which 
belong^ tj^ one of fp Urge, that when plaoo} upright it was 
as high as d mkldlifig uum $ Jc was. the bone between the knee and 

the h^ i I Hood by it/ and it height* though I am as tall 

aS tlie generaiiQr of men* Tliey brougWs^ pieces of other bones of 
griUt fose^: but much coniumed by time) b^tbe one I have mentioned 
wks entire j we. were aHontih^ ar thefc remslms* and ttiought that they 
certainly, demonilratod the former exigence of giants. This bone we 
fent to.CaHilie for his Nhijeily's infpe^tion, by the firil perfons who 
went ;0|k ou^^afHiirs from hence* The clpefs alfo told us how their idols 
had piedi(fled, that men (hould come from diflant parts where the fun 
riHs, to fubjugate the countiy* and: that they believed us to be tliofe of 
whom their gods had fpoken. Cortes replied that it certainly w as the 
caie* that wc were ibit by . our monarch to cultivate friendlhip with 
them, and that he hoped we fhould be the inllrumcms of their falva- 
tion* to which we one and all faid* Amen. 

/• 

Ey this time the cavaliers my readers* arc I fear tired of the con> 
veifution with the Tlafcalans; 1 muft how'cvcr mention fomc other 
tilings which occurred here. There was a volcano near Guaxocingo, 
which at this time threw up great quantities of flames. C.'iptain Diego 
dc Otdas went to examine it* attended by two foldicrs and fome prin- 
cipal Indians. The natives were afraid to approach nearer to it than 
the* temples df Popocatepeque* but Dc Ordas with his two companions 
(irocccding* reached the fummit* and looked down into the crater, 
which forms a circle of about a quarter of a league in diameter ; from 
hence the}'. alfo had the firft view of the city of Mexico, at the diflance 
of twdve or thirteen leagues. This ms thought at the time a great 
achievement. When De Ordas went to Caflille, he obtained permiflion 
fmm his ^^jefly, to bear the volcano of Guaxocin^ in his coat of 
amis* and it is fo .borne by his nephew who lives in La Puebla. Hiis 
liiot^tdn for feveial yeais* until 1530* did not throw out flames; but 
at ti|ft' ^|od it raged again violently. 
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this town of we fbniui ut)6d(h) ogi^^ wheM 

fined smd fatti^ned their vifftims. Thefe we Ikfhnoy the 

fortunate prifonevs* who remained with us, ^ 

homes. Cortes in ver)r Ir^giy terms to the 

upon their peri^emnee in thk hc^id cuftom; thejr prpmifai j;dm^« 
ment, but what availed thiit, when, on our baclqs being turnedrii^ 
immediately revoted to their old ab^mlnstiQQS I 
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CHAPTER VII. 



^fhe Spani/h Ariny proceeds on iti march to Mexico, 


JrVFlTER a rcpofe of (cvcnteen days in Tlafcala, it was determined to 
fxroiMute our march to Mexico. Upon this fubje^ much difference of 
opinion exited, the rich fettlcrs of Cuba being very adverfe to it. The 
Solution which we had taken grieved our friends of Tlafcala, who 
carneifly advifed us by no means to truft Montezuma or his people, 
nor their fmooth and courteous words and manners ; for tliat they were 
treacherous in the extreme, and would either retain us to breed men for 
Montezuma’s fcrvice, or in a favorable, hour, would fall upon, and 
deftrdy us. But, in cafe of our Imving hoftilities with them, they ad< 
vifed us to kill all, neither fpariiig the riling youth, nor the aged coun- 
Icllor. Cortes thanked, and propofed to them, an amicable treaty with 
their neighbours the Mexicans ; but they would not hear of this, 
fayii^, they could not truft thofe, who would only under the veil of 
peace, better execute their treacherous defigns. In regard to our road, 
the M^ican ambaffedors cameflly recommended that by Cholula; but 
out friends of Tlafcala as fhongly advifed us by no means to go that 
way, but by Guaxocingo. Nevcrthclcfs we determined to go by Cho- 
lula, intending to remain there, until we could by ncgociation obtain a 
peaceable entry into Mexico. Cortes therefore lent meflengers to that 
pkee, to mform the chiefs of his intehtion, and cxprcfTing his diflatis- 
jfa<5liun that they had not come to wait upon him. 

J\t this time arrived four of the principal nobility of Mexico, with 
a.rkh prefent, . It confilfed of gold tome value of ten thoufand crowns, 
arid ^en bales of the fincfl mantles of feathers. Having falutcd Cortes 
with the j^rofoundcH: refpedt, the ambafladors delivered the meifage of 

their 
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their mcmaii^h, which wa^ to this That he wondered tt our 

fhiy amongft a people ib poor and ba& as the Tlalca^fiS, who were 
robbers » and unfit evqi for flavcs ; and he earpeftly rnpdlM that we 
would immediately vifit his capital. Cortes r^ied afhtring th«Ri that 
he would fhortly pay his rcfpofbs to the great Montezuma, requefHnjg 
their flay with him during the interval. He^alfo determine to iclid 
two cavaliers as ambafladors, to wait on Montezuma, and view the city 
of Mexico. The perfons he pitched on were Pedro de Alvarado, and 
B. Vafquez dc Tapia. They fet out on their journey, accompanying 
the former Mexican ambafladors who had hitherto continiaod with us. 

* ^ i 

I was at this tinae ill of my wounds, and of a fevers and therefore in- 
capable of obferving exa<flly all that pailcxi, but I Jknow, that their 
going thither appeared to us a very unwife mcafure, and in confequence 
of our rcmoiiflrances, they were recalled. 

I'hc chiefs of Cholula now fent us four men of low condition, 
with a very dry and uncourtcous anfwer to our mcfl&ge, and without 
any prefent whatever. This evidently apjTcarcd to be done in contempt, 
and Cortes fent notice to them, that if their chiefs did hot wait upon 
him in three days, they fhould be confidcre.d as rebels ; but that in cafe 
of their compliance, he would be happy to tfteem them as brothers, 
and had much to tell them of great importance. They then fent word 
that they dared not to come amongft their enemies the Tlafcalans, who 
they knew had mifreprefented them and the great Montezuma to ys ; 
but they requefted that we \yould vifit their city, where they would 
give us an honorable reception. When the Tlafcalans faw our deter- 
mination to accept this propofal they told us, that fin(% wc were rc- 
folved to ncglc<il their advice, tlicy cxpcdled that wc would take with 
us ten thouland of their beft w'arriors. This was thoiJght two grw a 
number for a peaceable vifit; w’c however agreed to take two thoufand, 
who were immediately ready to attend us# 

Being wdl prepared againfl whatever rhight happen, we now ill 
out on our march, and arrived in the evening at a river, difiant a ihort 

league 
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kii^ue from Chohili, a Ijbotic bridge itf now bulk acrofs it. Hcte 
iume cgf the chiefs of tfm city came to congratulate us on our amv^. 
Ctmtinumg dbr tnarcl| on the next day, when wc came near the city, 
ue were met by the d^f^atid priofb in a body, all drefled in cailb(^s 
of cotton, rd^bling thqife of the Zapotecans. The chiefs preioited 
their incoj^ to Cortes, and after apaloghBir^ for not having gone to 
Tla&ala, 'iieiluciled that he would not perlnk (b large a body of their 
enemies to enter the city. This appearing reafonable, Cortes lent Al- 
varado and' Dc Oli, to dellre our allies to hut thcmfelves in the lield, 
and we then marched on, attended only by the Indians of Cempoal, and 
thoie who drew the artillery. Before he entered the city he made 
known to thefe people the obje<fl$ of his million, as has been already 
frequently related. They replied without heiitation, that to our monarch 
they were jxrrfedlly ready to yield immediate obedience, which they 
did t but that as to abandoning their ancient religion, they could not 
comply with any fuch demand. When w'c entered their city, wc w'cre 
conducted through an immenlc crowd which filled the ftreets and ter- 
races,. to our quarters in fomc large apartments, which contained us, 
our, allies of Cempoal, and thole who convcj'cd the artillery and 

fi' 

..Piping the time wc ftayed here, a plot was concerted by the am- 
balladors of Montcauma, for the entry of tw'cnty thoufand of his troops 
into this city, to fall upon us j and Icveral houfes w’erc filled with the 
pc^ and leathern collars, in which they were to have brought us pri- 
Ibpers to Mexico, but that God was picked to foil their dcligns. 

,.,For the firll: two days, w'e were entertained as well as wc could 
wilh, but on the third we received no provilions, nor did either chief or 
pricll make his appearance. The few inhabirants that^wc law, allb, 
withdrew from us with a myfterious kind of fnecr in their faces, and 
Cqites at this time applying to the amballadors ro procure for us our 
proyinons as ufual, all that we obtained w'as a little wood and water, 
conveyed by feme old men, .who told us that no maize was to be had. 

On 
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Or thiir ambft^Tadors airtvcd from Montesni'ma, who, in very dif* 
rcfpcdtfu! terms, forbid our approacli to Mexico, and Jiv^uired an im- 
mediate anfwcr. Cortes mildly cxprcHcd Im futile at Imis siitcration 
he made them a prefent, and requdled a Ihbrt delay, which they ac** 
ceded to. He then fummoning his fbldiers, warned us to be alert, fbf* 
that he fufpciftcd fume great treachery. The chiefs having refufed tO' 
attend him, he immediate^ font fome fuldienr to a great temple hard hf- 
our quarters, with orders to bring, as quietly as they could, two of the' 
priefls. In this they fuccccded without any difTiculty, and the priefis 
l)cing brought before the general, he made a prefent to each, and then 
enquired the rcafon of thefe extraordinary, appearances. Cmc of them 
was a perfon of rank, and authority over all the temples of the city, in 
the manner of a bifhup j tliis perfon aiTured him, that if he had an op- 
portunity of fpeaking to the chiefs, he could pciTuadc them to come; 
and being difmifled for this purpofc, he was as good as his word, for 
he foon returned accompanied by fcvcral of them. Cortes firll afkcd 
the caufc of the change in their behaviour ; he then demanded an im- 
mediate lupply of provifions, and alfo a nun>bcr of their people for the 
enfuing day, to convey the baggage and artillery. The chiefs appeared 
confounded, but at length promifed to fend in provifions; though they 
laid they had been forbidden by Montezuma, and that he was not fatis* 
lied tliat we fhould go any farther. Juft at this time three of our friends 
of Cempoal called out the general, and informed him, that they had 
difeovered hard by our quarters, pitfalls covered with wood and earth, 
and that clearing away the earth, and looking into one of them, they 
had found it fet with fharp ftakes; that the terraces o:^all the houfes 
were filled with ftoncs and parapeted with fods, and that they^had lecn 
a barricade of ftrong timber in one of the ftrccts. At this irdlbuit ar- 
rived alfo eight Tlafcalans, from their army which was lying in the 
field ; th^ warned Cortes againft the intended attack, for it had come 
to their knowledge, that the people of the place had, on the preceding 
night, facrificed to their war god levcn vitftims, live of whom were 
children, and they had alfo obferved, that they were withdrawing their 
women, children, and efie<fts, from the place. 


Hereupon 
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Hereupon Cortes (ent orders to the Tlafealans to hoTd thcmfHves in 
readinefst and rgoining the chiefs and prieils of the town, he deiired, 
theijn to he under no apprehenfion, but warnibd them not to deviate 
frean their obedience, on pain of inihmt puniihment. He then de- 
manded of them two thoufand of their warriors to accompany him on 
his march* on the enfuing day ; this tliey readily promifed, thinking 
that it would tend to facilitate their projedtsi; they therefore took their 
leave .vciy well contented, and fent notice of our intentions to all thoie 
concerned with them. Cortes then fent Donna Marina to bring back 
the two prieils whom he had before ipoken to. In this flic fucceeded, 
and Cortes obtained from them tlie following intelligence. 

They told him, that Montezuma, on our approach to Mexico, 
had become very uniettlcd in his mind, fometimes ordering that wc 
ihould be received with honor, and at other times tliat we ihould not 
be pennitted to pafs ; but that having lately confultcd his gods, they 
had declared, that here in Cholula W'c were all to be put to death, or 
made prifoners, for which purpoie he had fent twenty thouiand of his 
troops, one half of which number was in the city, and the other con- 
cealed half a league from it. That the plan of their attack u’as fettled, 
and that twenty of us were allotted to be fucrificed to the gods of Cholula. 
Cortes r^arded them handfomcly, and enjoining fl:ri<5l (ccrefy, deflred 
them to bring to him all the chiefs, at the time he appointed. He then 
fummoned a council of the ablcfl and wifeft foldiers of his army, fomc 
of W'hom were for returning immediately, and others propofed various 
mcafurcs, but at length all agreed in the neceflity of fevcrcly piinifliing 
this treachery, as an example to other places. It was therefore deter- 
mined, that wt Ihould carry on the appearance of our intended march, 
preparing our baggage, and concealing our other mcafures, and that 
within the high walls of the courts where wc were quartered, punifli- 
nuint Ihould be inflidlcd on the Cholulans. AVith the ambafladors of 
Montezuma it was thought moll prudent to diflcmble ; we therefore 
told.lhem of our having difeovered the treafon of the people, who had 
iifpcrliHi Montezuma, as being the author of it; and wc propofed 

to 
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to them, to have no more^inticicourie with the inhabitants, but to retire 
to the apartment of Cortes. Th^ iblemnly declared tlietr ignorance 
of the tranfadtion, and contrary to their inclination we %oW: put thedt 
under a good guard, for the night, during Vhoch our whole forceTC- 
mained under arms. 

On this night, the wife of a cacique, an old woman, who was 
acquainted with the plot, came iecrctly to Donna Marina whole ap- 
pearance had attracted her regard, and invited her to her own houfe, as 
a place of fecurtty from the danger which was ready to overwhelm us, 
making at the fame time a pc^^Mfal to her, to accept as a hufband, her 
fon, the brother of a boy who libcompanied her. Donna Marina, with 
a profufion of thanks, and with her ufual acutenefs and prefence of 
mind, agreed to all that fhe propolcd, but faid that (he wanted Ibme one 
with whom to entruil her efledfs. She then obtained information of 
every particular of the bulinefs, all which the old worrian informed her 
(he had learned from her hufband, who w'as chief of one of the diviiions 
of the city, and was then with his warriors, giving dirc<^ions for their 
junction with the Mexican forces. She added, that fhe bad known it 
three days before, in confcqucncc of prefents which had been lent from 
Mexico to the different chiefs, her hufband having received at that time 
a golden drum.*’* Donna Marina, defiring this woman and her fon to re- 
main where they were and cake care of her efle<5ts, haflened to Cortes, 
and informed him of all that had pafTed, and that the perfori from 
whom fhe had the information was in her apartment ; in coni^uencc of 
which, Cortes immediately fcni for her, and the woman on being 
brought into his prefence confirmed all that fhe had faid to Donna Ma- 
rina, and which exactly agreed with the other information he had 
received. 

When day broke, the hurry of the chiefs, prieffs, and people, and 
the fatisfadlion which appeared in their countenances, were as great as 
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if th^ alrcadf had us in their cages. They brought many more of 
rheir wairiors to attend us than ive had requiied^ infomudi that the 
<^rts, which remain at this day as a memorial of the event, large as 
th<^ were, could not contain them. We were all prepared for what 
was to be done, the foldicrs armed witli fword and buckkr were placed 
at the gate of the great court, in order to prevent any one from cfcaping, 
and our gimeral was on horfeback, attended by a llrong guard. When 
he faw how' the people crowded in he exclaimed, ** How anxious are 
** thefe traitors to fcait upon our fieih I But God will diiappoint them.** 
He fent diredions to the two priells who had given the information, to 
go immediately to their houfes, and this he did in order to favc their 
lives; then, caufing the reft of the pilefts, and all the chiefs to be 
brought to him, he calmly aiked them what was their reafon for 
plotting to deftroy us, and what wc had done, more than require them 
to abandon their abominable cuftoms, and endeavour to inftru<ft them 
in tire articles of our holy faith ; and that for thefe rcafons only, they 
had matfe preparations to cut us all off. That rheir evil intentions ap- 
peared by th£ir having withdrawn the women from the town, and that 
when wc requirctl the proviiions which they withheld from us, they 
had infultcd us by fending in wood and water. He faid that he knew 
of the ambufeade that was placed upon the road which they expected 
us to go, and that the recompenfe which they intended for our holy 
and fiddly fervices was, to kill and eat us, for which purpofc the 
pofS Were already boiling, and prepared with fait, pepper, and tomatas. 
That if they were determined to attack us, it was better to do it in a 
iSianly way, as the Tlafcalans did ; he added, that he alfo knew that 
twenty of us were to be iacrificed to their idols, to whom they had madc^ 
a propitiatoiy offering of feven of their brethren ; but the vidlory the 
idols had promifed them, it was not in their power to give, and the 
eftedts of their tieafon were now ready to fall on their own heads. 

V Hus being fucceftively explained to the natives by Donna Marina, 
tfv^ confeffed the whole of the charge, but faid that it was planned 
entirely by the orders of Mont^uma. Cortes r^>lied, that fuch crimes 
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were never fuflfered t6 pafs without puni(1unent» and lie then commanded 
a mulket to be hred, as tlic /Tgnal for flaughtcr, which was waited for 
by iis, who were as I have lelatetl well pn*parcd, and falling upon the 
multitude then inclofed wirhin the courts, we executwi their piinifli- 
ment on them in a manner tli.sf they will ever rcmcmljcr j ft>r a numlicr 
of them were kilicii by us inftantly, and many afterwards burned alive, 
very contraiy to the cxpcdlations they had formed frmn the promifes of 
their gods.*f’ Within two hours our allies the llad'alans at rived, and 
made a defperate flaughtcr of them in the ftreets, and as fiK*n as the 
Cholulans had ceafed t<» make rcfiftancc, the Ibrmer ravaged the city, 
plundering and making them flavcs without our having it in our power 
to prevent them ; and on the day after, when the intelligence had 
rtraclied Thilcala, frcfli hordes crowdevl hither fi>r the fame purpofo. 
It was now ahfohitely neccllaiy' to reftrain them at all rilks : Cortes 
therefore ordered the chiefs to withdraw their troops, which they im- 
mediately did, and loon after, fome pfiefls and clwcttains w'ho preiided 
over other parts of the towm, which they alledgcj not to have been 
engaged in the confpiracy, waitetl on n>, and requefted a remiilion of 
punilhment. The tw'o pricfls formerl)' mentioned, and the old woman 
who was fo anxious to Ik the mother-in-law of Donna Marina, came 
alfo, and petitioned to the fame cffedl. Cortes appeared greatly enraged, 
and calling for the Mexican ainballadors, declared in their prefence, that 
if he did not deftroy the w hole city as it deferved, it w’as out of rcfpcdl 
to the great Montezuma, whofc vailkls the inhabitants were j but that 
for his dike he pardoned them. He then commanded the Tlafcalans to 
tlclivcr up tbofc whom they had made prifoners ; this, however un- 
willingly, they in a great meafure complied with, many perfons being 
fet at liberty, but after all they retained a goo<l booty of gold, mantles, 
cotton, flit, and flavcs. An amnefly for the pall being proclaimed, 
and Cortes having reconciled the Tlafcalans and Cholulans, the latter 
fuggdlcd that they were apprehenfive our general would appoint their 
new chief, the former one having iKcn put to death. Cortes upon 
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this enquired who was the regular fucceflbr» and being iniohned that 
it was the~ brother of the late head cacique, he appointed him to the 
chkftainiy. As foon as the inhabitants liad returned, and order was 
reilorcd, he fummoncd together all the prfefts and chiefs, in order to 
exhort them upon the fubjedl of religion, adyiting them to renounce 
their odious practices, and as an inftance of the inefEcacy of their idols, 
he reminded them of the manner in which dtqr had been latdy deceived 
by their falfc promifes. He therefore propofeal that they fhould be 
pulled down and broken to pieces, and an altar and crofs cre<5ted in 
their place. The latter was immediately done, but as to the proAiation 
of the idols, by the advice of the reverend father it was poflponed for a 
time, from motives of prudence, and a juft confideration of the uncer- 
tainty of our (ituation. 

The city of Cholula much refemblcd \'alladolid, being in a fertile 
plain, very thickly inhabited; it is furrounded by fields of maize, pep- 
per, and maguey. They had an excellent manufadlurc of earthenware, 
©f three colours, red, black, and white, painted in different patterns, 
with which Mexico and all the neighbouring countries were fupplied, 
as Caftille is by thofe of Talavcra and Plafencia. The city had at that 
time above a hundred lofty white toWers, which were the temples of 
their idols, one of which was held in peculiar veneration. The prin- 
cipal temple was higher than that of Mexico, and each of thefe buildings 
was plac«l in a fpacious court. 

The Mexit^m troops which had been pofted in ambufeade, with 
ramparts and tfcnchcs to oppofc to the cavalry, hearing w'hat had hap- 
pened to their aftbeiates, made a rapid retreat to their city, and carried 
the news to their monarch ; but he had already heard his misfortune 
from two of his ambaftadors who had been with us. It is faid that he 
immediately ordered a facrifice to his gods, and fhut himfelf up at his 
devotions for two entire days, with ten of his chief priefts, in order to 
obtun an anfwer from them, relative to his future deftiny. The reply 
which th<qr gave was to this effect ; that he (hould fend an embafly to 
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exculpate himielf in fcgard to what had paflcd« and to invite us into 
Mexico, where, by cutting off the water, or railing the bridges, he 
could eafily deftroy us, or retain us 'for breed. The news of our lat6 
fucoefles (pread rapidly, and the* natives were more than ever convinced 
that we were beings podefled of a preternatural power and intelligence. 
My readers will be perhaps by this time as tir^ of the detail of the 
tranfadlion of Cholula, as 1 am of wTiting it. I muft however men- 
tion the cages full of men and boys fattening for facrihcc, which were 
in this city. All thefe Cortes deflroyed, and lent the poor prifoners to 
their homes, giving poiitive orders to the priefts to defiil from the 
pra^ice in future, which they promifed that they w'ould, but what 
rignihed their promifes ! 

This which 1 have related is the reality of the cndlefs ftory of the 
Lord Bifhop of Chiapa, F. Bart, de las Cafas, wlio fays we put thefe 
people to death merely for pailimc; but I muft obferve, that certain 
reverend Francifeans, after the conqueft of Mexico, being fbme of the 
firft his Majefty fent to New Spain, went to Cholula on purpoie to 
make the ftridlcft enquiry ; the rcfult' of which was, tliat .they found 
the affiiir to have hapjKned exactly as I have related it. If this punifti- 
meat liad not taken place our lives would have Ixren in the ^reateft danger, 
and had we been deftroyed this country' bf New' Spain would not have 
been fo eafily gained, or a fccond expedition attempted ; or if it had, it 
might have failed of fuccefs, as the natives w'ould have defended their 
coafts, and have thus remained for ever in their idolatry. I have heard 
a reverend Francilcan named Fray Torribio de Motilinea fay, that if the 
punifhment could have been avoided, and that there had been no caufe 
given for it, it would have been better ; but that fince it was done, 
gpod cffc<fts had refulted, as the natives were thereby convinced of the 
falfehood and deception of their idols, which they in conrcqucnce de- 
fpifed, as a proof of which they afterwards took down the principal 
one, putting another in its place. 


I laving now paflcd fourteen days in the city of Cholula, Cortes 
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fummon^ a council compoicd of certain officers and (bldiers, men of 
equal valour and wifdom, and his particular friends, for without our 
advice he entered upon no mcafurc of confequence, and it was thereby 
determined, to fend a rcf'pe^tful mcfla^e to the great Montezuma, and 
to inform liim that in compliance with the orders of our king we were 
on our way to pay our refpetts to him in perfon. Wc then related the 
traniaftion of Cholula, whore the treafon which was meditated againfl 
us had come in fufheient time to our knowledge, from which nothing 
that conccrncxl us could be concealed, adding, that if wc had not 
puniOied it to the full extent, it was only out of refpedt to him, whoie 
vaflals the people of that city were; that the chiefs and prices had in- 
formed us, that what they did was at his infligation, which wc could 
not believe of fo great a prince, after the proffers of fricndffiip which 
he had made to us, for that had he been inclined to lioftility, he would 
have met us in the ffeld, but that in die cafe oi a battle, field or town, 
day or night, was alike to us. 

The Mexican monarch w'as very doubtful and penfive, when he 
confidcred the events which had paffoJ. After a variety of determina- 
tions he at length fent to us fix of his firft nobility, with a prefent of 
gold to the value of two thoufund crowns, and fcvcral bales of fine 
mantles. When the amlmffaflors came into the prefence of Cortcfr, 
fainting him with profound refpedt, they delivered a meffage from their 
monarch, wherein he lahourai to exculpate himfelf in regard to what 
l)ad happened in Cholula, and concluded by inviting us to his court. 
Cortes entertained thefe perfbns with his ufual politenefs, and retaining 
three of them to go with us as guides, fent the others back to infomi 
their monarch that he was fetting out upon his march. When the 
Tlafcalan chiefs heard our determination, they renewed to Cortes their 
warnings to beware of Mexican treachery, but added, that if he was 
detertnined to proceed, they would fend with him ten thoufand of their 
warriors. Cortes thanking them obferved, that fuch a boily would 
not acTord well with an amicable vilit, but requeffed one thoufand men 
for the baggage and artillery, which number was inffantly provided. 

Our 
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Our fatthfui allies of Cempoal being apprchcnfivc of the \Tngcance of 
ehe Mexicans, now petitioned for leave to return to their homes. 
Cortes difmiflcd them >rieh handfomc pixrfcnts, and having written to 
Juan de Efeahnte, informing him of his determination, we iec forward 
on our march. 

Wc quitted Cholula in great regularity, fending out our cavalry 
patroles to reconnoitre, fupported by light infantry, our arms in order, 
and the cavalry by threes in front. Marching on thus, “.With the 
** beard always upon the (houUlcr,** wc arrival at a little place called 
the hamlet of ifealpan, in a mountainous ridge in tlic diilrKlt of Guaxo« 
cingo, four leagues diAant from Cholula, where we were met by the 
chiefs, accompanied by others who inhabit the fkirts of the volcano. 
They brought presents of provifions and gold, of trifling value, telling 
Cortes he fhould receive it, not conhdering how much it was worth, 
but the inclination of thofe who gave it. They advifed us again A* 
going to Mexico, as being a very Arong city and the inhabitants war- 
like, and they alfo told us, that on afeending the next mountain, wc 
fhould Aiul two roads, very broad, one w'hcrcof went to a place called 
Ghalco, the other to Talmaiialco, both, places fubjc<!t to the Mexicans. 
That the one road was very open and convenient, the other difficult, 
being obArutAed by large pine trees felled acrofs it, and that the ArA 
mentioned road, had an ambufeade of Mexicans laid bard by if, among 
fome rocks, in order to fall upon us as we pafTed ; they theiefbre recom- 
mended us to go by that where the trees had been felled, ofiering to 
fend a nnmber of their people to clear ft. Cortes cxprcAed his gratitude 
for their advice, faying that by God*s permifTion he would purfue his 
route, accordingly. 

Early on the morning of the next day wc fet forward on our march, 
and reached the fummit of the ridge about twelve o’clock, where wc 
found the roads as they had been deferibed to us, fame of the felled 
trees being to be feen at this day. Here vve halted a little in order to 
confkler how we Aiould proceed, and Cortes calling upon the ambafla- 
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dors of the great Montezuma, enquired of diem the meaning of thde 
appearances. They replied, that we fhould.take that road which led to 
Chaleo, where we diould be well received, and jthat the other road was 
longer and more difficult. Hereupon Cortes faid, that he would not- 
withfbnding prefer it, and our Indian allies clearing the way before us, 
we proceeded up the mountain, where the weather was exceedingly 
cold, atul prcfently came a very heavy fall of fnow, fo that the whole 
country was covered with it. After feme time wc arrived at certain 
houfes which are for the purpofc of lodging travellers, where we halted, 
and found proviflons in plenty. Having placed our guards, wc relied 
for that night, and continued our march in the morning, and at the 
hour of high mafs arrived at the town of Talmanalco, where wc had 
an hofpitable reception. Tlic people of the neighbouring diAri^s, that 
is to fay of Clialco, Mccamcc'a, and Acingo where the canoes arc kept, 
waited on Cortes here with a prefent of gold worth about a hundred 
•and fifty crowns, feme mantles, and eight women. Cortes received 
them kindly, promifing them his fricndfhip, and a number of the na- 
tives being now colle<itcd, he defired the reverend father of the order of 
mercy to explain to them the doctrines of our holy faith, and require 
them to renounce their idolatrous worfhip j he alfo informed them of 
the great power of our monarch, and that wc came in his name to 
redrefi wrongs. When the people heard this, they began to make fc- 
cret complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma, who deprived them of 
their unves and daughters if handfomc, and took the men to work like 
flstves, compelling them to convey for him, Aoncs, timber, and corn, 
and feizing their lands for the fervicc of his idols. Cortes condoled 
with them in kind words, defiring them to have patience for the pre- 
fent, and that they fhould foon be redrcfTcd. He then defired that fomc 
might go, and report to him the flatc of the road, but they told him 
there was no occ'afioni as it was perfe(5lly clear. 

Juft as we were letting out attended by twenty Indians from this 
place, four of the principal nobility of Mexico arrived, and having 
paid their compliments, and delivered their prefents, thus addrefled 
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Cortes. “ Malintzirt, this prefcnt our monarch fends you, faying, 
** how grieved he is that you fhould take fo much trouble in coming 
** from a diftant country to Ice him, and that he has already toKl you 
“ he will give you gold, filver, and. chalchihuis for your Tcules, 
** on condition that you will not appraich Mexico. He now repeats 
“ his requert^, and promifes that he w’ill fend after you, a great treafure 
“ of gold, filver, and jewels, for your king, four loads of gold for 
“ yourfclf, and a load for each of your brethren, on condition you 
“ return immediately ; for as to advancing to Mexico, that, you 
** cannot do, as the whole force of the Mexican w’arriors is in arms 
** againfl you : and moreover, there is no good road thither, nor arc 
** provifions to be had.*' Cortes embraced the .imbafTadors with much 
urbanity, and returned his thanks for the prefcnt, frying, that he was 
furprifed to find the g.'-cat Montezuma fo variable in his nind. In re- 
gard to his offers of treafure for the emperor, he thanked him, and for 
what had been received, fiid he hopcil to pay in future fcrvices; but 
fuhmitted to him, how he could pulllbly turn back, when f > near his 
royal refidence, w’ithout taking that opportunity of p.iying his refpcdls, 
and obeying his mailers orders ; and begged him alio to t onlider, what 
opinion he w'ould entertain of perfons he had fent on (imilar bulinefs, 
Ihould they adt in the rruinncr he required us to do. To his capital, 
our monarch expcdled we Ihould go, and therefore it was ufelcfs to 
fend any more fuch meflages, for he mull wait upon his Majefly, ami 
deliver his mcflagc to him in perfon: and afterwards, if our remaining 
there was not agreeable, he would obey his orders, ami return to tlie 
place from whence he came. 

Having thus difpatched Montezuma's ambalTadors w'c continued 
our march. Our allies had informed us that Montezuma was to permit 
us to enter fhc city, and there put us all to death ; this we well knew', 
and being like other mortals fond of our lives, it filled us w'ith melan- 
choly thoughts. Recommending our fouls therefore to our Lord Jefus 
Chrifl, who had brought us through our pafl dangers, w'c proceeded, 
and lulled at a place called Iztapalatcngo, one half of the lioufcs of 
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which is in the water, and the other half on £rm ground, hard I))' a 
little ridge of hills, where there is now an inn. 

Early in the morning, when we were on the point of marching, 
a ccntincl came to inform us, that a great number of Mexicans, richly 
drcilcd, were upon the road. Cortes therefore ordered us to return into 
our quarters, and at that inflant four of the principal courtiers of Mexico 
arrived, and wailing on Cortes with great rcfptdl’ informed him, that 
Cacamatzin lord of Tezcuco, the nephew of the great Montezuma, was 
approaching, and requefted that he would wait to receive him. Caca- 
matzin followed in the greateft pomp, carried in a magnificent litter 
adornctl with green plumes, and enriched with jewels, fet in the 
branched pillars of folid gold. He was borne by eight lords, w ho 
aOiflcd him out of the litter, and fwept the w-ay by W'hich he w’as to 
pafs. When he came into the prefence of Cortes he faid to him, 
V Malintzin, here am I and thofc lords to attend you to your refidence 
** in our city, by order qf the great Montezuma.’* Cortes embraced 
the prince, and prefented him with three jewels of that kind called 
margajitas, which arc figured in different colours. We then fet forw-ard 
wn the road to Mexico, which was crowded w'ith multitudes of the na- 
tives, and arrived at the caufcw'ay of Iztapalapa, which leads to that 
capital. When we beheld the number of populous towns on the water 
and firm ground, and that broad caufcw’ay, running ftraight and level 
to the city, w'c could compare it to nothing but the enchanted fcencs we 
had read of in Amadis of Gaul, from the great towers and temples, and 
other edifices of lime and Hone whicii feemed to rife out of the water. 
'I'o many of us it appeared doubtful whether w’c were ailcep or awake; 
nor is the manner in which I exprefs myfelf to be wondered at,, for it 
mufl: be confidcred, that never yet did man fee, hear, or dream of any 
thing equal to the fpcdlaclc which appeared to our eyes on this day. 

When we approached Iztapalapa, we w'crc received by fcveral 
great lords of that country, relations of Montezuma, who condu(51;ed 
us to our lodgings there, in palaces magnificently built of ftonc, and 
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the timber of which was cedar, with fpacious courts, and apartments 
furnifhed w'ith canopies of the fined cotton. After having contem- 
plated thefe noble edifices wc walked through the gardens, which were 
admirable to behold from the variety of beautiful and aromatic plants, 
and the numerous alleys filkxl with fruit trees, rofes, and various 
flowers. • Here was alfo a lake »>f the cleared water, which communi- 
cated with the grand lake of Mexico by a channel cut for the purpofc, 
and capable of admitting the larged canoes. I'he whole was orna- 
mented with works of art, painted, and admirably plaiftered and 
w’hitened, and it was rendered more delightful by numbers of Itcautiful 
birds. When I beheld the ftx:ncs that were around me, I thought 
within myfelf that this was the garden of the world ! This place, was 
at the time of which I am fjx'aking, with one half of the houies in the 
w'atcr, and the other half t>n dry land ; but all is dedroyed, and that 
which wa;> a lake is now’ a tratfl; of ficlils of Indian corn, and fo entirely 
altered that the natives tlicmlelvcs could hardly know' it. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Mexico f Nov. 8/A, 1519- Defer iption of that Court and City. 
Tran/adions and Occurrences there. 


0)n the next day wc fet out, accompanied as* on the former one, and 
proceeded by the grand caufeway, which is eight yards wide, and runs 
in a Hraight line to the city of Mexico. It was crowded with people, 
as were all the towers, temples, and caufeways, in every part of the 
lake, attradleti by curiofity to Ixhold men, and animals, fuch as never 
had been before feen in thefe countries. We were occupied by very 
diflerent thoughts ; our number did not amount to four hundred and 
fifty, wc had pcrfcd:ly in our recollection the accounts we had received 
on our march, that we w'ere to be put to death on our arrival in the 
city which wc now faw before us, approacliablc only by caufeways, 
whereon were fcveral bridges, the breaking of one of which effectually 
cut off our retreat. And now let who can, tell me, w'here are men in 
this vvorkl to be found except ourfclves, who would have hazarded 
fuch an attempt ? 

When wc arrived at a place where a fmall caufeway turns off, 
which goes to the city of Cuyoacan, wc were met by a great number 
of the lords of the court in their richeft drefles, fent as they faid before 
the great Montezuma, to bid us welcome. After waiting there fome 
time, the nephew of Montezuma and other noblemen went back to 
meet their monarch, who approached, carried in a moff magnificent 
litter, which was fupported by his principal nobility. When wc came 
near certain towers which are almofl clofc to the cit)', Montezuma who 
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was then there quitted his litter, and was borne in the arms of the 
princes of Tczcuco, Iztapa]apa,Tacuba, and Ciiyiacan, under a canopy of 
the richeft materials, ornamented with green feat tiers, gold, and prccii>us 
Hones that hung in the manner of fringe ; he uas mod richly dreHld 
and adorned, and wore buikins of pure gold ornamented with jewels. 
The princes who fupported him were dielled in rich habits, diflerent 
from thofc in which they came to meet us, and others who prccedc*d 
the monarch fpread mantles on the ground, left his feet Ihould touch it. 
All who attended him, except the four princes, kept their eyes fixed 
upon the earth, not daring to look him in the face. 

When Cortes was told that tlic great Montezuma approached, he 
difmounted from his horfc, and advanced towards him with much re- 
fpetft; Montezuma bid him welcome, and Cortes replied with a com- 
pliment, and it appeared to me, that he oflerc'd to yield the right hand 
to Montezuma, who declined it, and put Cortes on his right. Our 
gcnci-al then produced a collar of thofe artificial jewels called margajitas, 
w Inch arc of various colours, fet in goKl, and threw’ it upon the neck 
of Montezuma; after which, he advanced to embrace him, but the 
lords who furrounded the monarch, taking him by the arm, prevented 
him, it appearing to them not fuflicicntly rcfpedlful. C'ortes then 
faid, that he rejoiced in having feen fo great a monarch, and that he 
was highly honored liy his coming out to meet him, as well as by the 
many other marks of his favor. To this Montezuma made a gracious 
reply, and gave orders to the princes of Tezcucoand Cuyoacan tt> attend 
us to our quarters. Attended by his nobility, he then returned to the 
city, all the people Handing tioft to the walls, w’ithout daring to lift up 
their eyes, and thus we palled, without obftrudtion from the crowd. 
Who could count the multitude of men, women, and chiklrcn, which 
thronged the ftreets, the c'anals, and terraces on the tops of the htjufe^, 
on that day ! The whole of what I faw on this occafion is fo ftrongly 
imprinted in my memory, that it appears to me as if it had happened 
only yefterday ; glory to our Lord jefus Chrift, W'ho gave us courage 
to venture upon fuch dangers, and brought us fafely through them ! 
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Aik! praifcd be he, th-At he ha'; fufifered me to Jive, to write tWis my 
true hiftory, although t\ot fo fully and fatisfadtorily as the ^ubjc(l^ 
deferves. 

Our loilgings were providol in the buildings which had been in- 
habited by the father of Montezuma; here the monarch had the temples 
of his gods, and a ferret treafure of gold and valuables, which he had 
derived from his father Axayaca. We w’cre lodged here, bccaufc being 
cunltdercd as Tcules, they thought we were in our proper place amongH 
their id<jls. Ik it how it may however, here they brought us to loJga 
in large apartments, a raifed platform being affigned for our general, 
and mats for each of us, vvitli little canopies over them, fucb as arc ufed 
in (hat country. The whole of this palace was very light, air)', clean, 
and pleafant, the entry being through a great court. Montezuma here 
led Cortes by the hand to the apartment" deft ined for him, and taking a 
large collar of gold, placed it round the general’s neck. Cortes de- 
clared his gratitude for thele favors, and Montezuma faid, “ Malintzin, 
“ here you and your friends t\rc at home ; now repofe yourfelvcs.” 
With thele words he departed. We were allotted to our quarters by 
companies, our artillery was pofted in a convenient place, and all was 
arranged in fuch a manner as to be prepared for any contingency ; a 
very fumptuous cTitcrtainment was provided for us, w Inch we fat down 
to with great fatisfaClion, and here ends the true and full account of our 
adventurous and magnanimous entry into Mexico, on the eighth day of 
November, in the year of our Lord 1519. dory Ik: to Jefus Chrill 
for all ! 

When the great Montezuma had made his repaft, ami under(lood 
that we had done the fame, attended by a great hotly of his nobility he 
came to our apartments. Cortes went out to the middle of the hall to 
receive him, wlicrc Montezuma took him by the hand, and feats richly 
ornamented being brought, they both fat dow'n, by the dedre of the 
king, who then began a very pertinent fpecch, wherein he oblcrvcd, 
that he rejoiced to have in his dominions captains fo brave as Cortes and 
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his adbciates; that he had before heard of one Who had arrived at 
Cliainpoton, and alfo of anoilK*r who had come with four fliips in the 
preceding year t that he had bi'cn anxious to fee them, bi:t Iiad been 
difappointed ; now however that we were arrived, he was happy to 
offer us all the favor he liad in Ins power to bertow, for we were, 
undoubtedly thole who had been mentioned by his aticcftors, who had 
predittted, that there would come certain men, from tliat part where 
the fun rifes, to govern thefe countries; and it could mean iu» other 
but us, who had fought fo valiantly fince our arrival in their country ; 
a reprefentation of each of our battles having been fent to him. Cortes 
replied, that he and all of us never could repay the great firvors we 
every day received from his hands : that we certainly were thofc of 
whom it had been propliccicd, and that we were vaflals of a potent 
monarch named Don Carlos, who had many and great princes lubjc<fl 
to him, and had fent us, hearing of the fame ;md grandeur of king 
Montezuma, to rcquefl in his name, that the great Montezuma and his 
fubjcifls would embrace the holy chrillian faith, which is the faith pro- 
fclTcd by our monarch, by doing which he would preferve the fouls of 
him, his family, and fubjedts ; and that he Hiould in good iimel)C in- 
formed of more particulars, fuch as that we worfhippcd the only true 
Ooti, with many other things highly edifying to the hearers. 'J'his 
converfation being concluded, Montezuma prefented our gencr.al with a 
quantity of valuable ornaments of wrought gold ; to each of the captains 
lie made a prefent of fomc gold and three loads of mantles, and to caji}) 
foldier of two loads of richly wrought mantles ; and all this he did in the 
mort: free and gracious manner, or to fpeak more properly, like a great 
monarch as he w'as. Montezuma then alkcd Cortes if his foldicrs were 
all brothers, and vaflals of our emperor. To which Cortes replied, 
that w'c w'cre all brothers in love and fricndfhip, perfons of confequcncc 
in our own country, and fervants of our fovereign lord the king. 
With mutual compliments Mont^uma tl^cn departed, liaving given 
orders to his officers to provide us amply according to our demands, 
with corn, llcaic mills, and women to ma{ce bread, together with fowls, 
and fruit, and plenty of grafs for the horfes. 
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The next day was fixed on by Cortes, for his vifit to Montezuma. 
Accordingly, attended by Captains Pedro dc Alvarado, Juan Velafqutz 
dc Leon, Diego dc Ordas, Gonzalo dc Sandoval, and five foldiers,- he 
went to his palace, which as foon as Montezuma was informed of, he 
came as far as the middle of the hall to meet us, attended by his rela- 
tions, no other perfons being allowed to enter where he was, except on 
moft important bufinefs. With great ceremony on each fide, the king 
took Cortes by the hand, and leading him to the elevated part of the 
faloon, placed him upon his right, and with much afifability, defired 
tlie reft of us to be feated. Cortes then proceeded to fay, that he came 
to him for the fervicc of the Lord God whom the crhriiliaus adored, 
who was named Jefus ChrifV, and who fuffered death for our fakes. 
He alfb explained to him, that wx adored the croL as the emblem of 
the crucifixion for our falvation, whereby the human race was redeemed, 
and that our Lord on the third day rofe, and is in heaven, and that it 
is he who created heaven, and earth, and fca, and is adored by us as 
our Creator; but that thofc things w'hich he held to he gods, were 
not fuch, but devils, whicdi arc very bad things, of evil countenances, 
and worfe deeds.; and that he might judge how w'icked they were, 
and how little power they had, in as much as where ever we placed 
erodes, they dare not ihew their faces. He therefore requefied, ti^t he 
would attend to what he had told him, which was, that we were all 
brothers, the children of Adam and £vc, and that as fuch, our emperor 
lanrienting the lofs of fouls in fuch numbers as thofe which were 
brought by his idols into everlafting flames, had fent us to apply a 
remedy thereto, by putting an end to the worfhip of thefe fallc gods, 
to human facrificcs, and all other crimes ; and that he now came to 
notify his Majcfly*s intentions, but our empemr would at a future 
period fend holy men, fully capable of explaining them. 

Here Cortes flopped, tqid Montezuma feemed to fhew' an inclina- 
tion to reply, but Cortes obierving that this was enough for the firft 
time, propofed to us to retire, qnd we were preparing to do fo, when 
we were prevented by Montezuma who fpoke to him as follows. 
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“ Malintzin, 1 have already heard throup[h my amhafladi>rs of thofc 
“ thing> which you now mention, and to winch hitherto uc have 
made no reply, becaufe we have fri>m flic lirA worrtiip|>c»l ti»c gods 
“ w'c now do, and conlidcr them as juft and good. So no doul.; arc 
“ yours. In regard to the creation of the world, our beliefs are the 
“ fame, and we alfo bclio'c you to be the jKoplc who wcr- to come to 
“ us from where the fun rifes. To your great king I am indebted, 
** Thi re have l>ecn alrc-ady perfons on our coafts, from your country ; 
“ I with t now if you arc all the fanre people.** To which Cortes 
liaving repl.fd that tlicy were all fubjerfls of the fame prince, Mon- 
tezuma faid, that ' jm the firft time he ht“ard of them, it had been his 
wifli to ice them, which his gtxls had now granted him ; that we 
ftiould therefore confide: ouil' lves as at home, and if ever we were rc- 
fufl'd entrance into any of hi cities, it was not his fault, but that of 
his fubjcrfls, who were tcrrifiixl by the reports they heard of us, fucli 
as that we carried vsjth us tJrunder and lightning, that our horfes killed 
men, and that we were furious Ttulcs, w’ith other follies of that kind; 
adding, that he faw we were men, tiiat we were valiant and wife, 
for which he efteemed us, and would give us proofs thereof. For this 
condcfccnfion we all exprefTcd our gratitude. He then addrefled himfelf 
to Cortc*s in a laughing manner, for he was very gay in converfation 
when Ik: was in his ftate, faying, “ Malintzin, the TIafcalans your 
“ new friends have I know told you that I am like a god, and that 
** all about me is gold, and filvcr, and precious ftoncs; but you now 
** fee that I am mere flefh and blood, and that my houfes are built like 
** other houfes, of lime and ftonc, and timber. It is true that I am a 
“ great king, and inherit riches from my anceftors; but for thefe 
“ ridic ilous falfehoods, you treat them W'ith the fame contempt, that 
“ I do the ftorii-s I was told of your commanding the elements.** 
To which Cortes good-humouredly replied, that the accounts of enemies 
were not to be relied on, paying him at the fame time a handfbme com- 
pliment, upon his power and grandeur. During this converfation 
Montezuma had made a fign to one of his principal att.:ndants, to order 
his ofiicers to bring him certain pieces of gold, which he had laid apart 
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to give to Cortes, togctlier with ten loads of fine fttifTs, which he 
divided between Cortes and his captains, and to every foldier he gave 
two collars of gold, each worth ten crowns, and two loads of mantles. 
The gold iimounted in value to upwards of a thoufand crowns ; and he 
gave it w'ith an affability, and indifference, which made him appear a 
truly magnificent prince. It being now pall midday, Cortes took his 
leave, obferving that it was his Majefly's hour of dinner, and that he 
heaped obligations upon us ; to which Montezuma replied, that on the 
contrary wc had obligtJd him. We then retired, impreded with rc- 
fpcdl for the great Montezuma, from his princely manners and 
liK’ralify. 

The great Montezuma was at this time aged about forty years, of 
good llaturc, well proportioned, and thin; his complexion was much 
fairer than that of the Indians; he wore his hair fhort, juft covering 
his cars, u ith veiy little beard, well arranged, thin, and black. His 
face was rather long, with a plcafant countenance, and good eyes ; 
gravity and good humour were blended together when he fpoke. He 
was veiy delicate and clean in his perlon, bathing himfclf every evening . 
He had a number of miftreftes, of the firft families, and two princefles 
his lawful w'ivcs: when he vilited them, it was with fuch fccrecy, that 
none could know it except his own fervants. He W'as clear of dl fuf- 
picion of unnatural vices. The clothes w'hich he wore one day, he dkl 
nbt put on for four days after. He had tw’o hundred of his nobility as 
a guard, in apartments adjoining his own. Of thclc, certain peiions 
only, could ijpeak to him, and when the)' went to wait upon him they 
took off thdiP jich mantles, and put on others of left ornament, but 
clean. They entered his apartment barefooted, their eyes fixed on the 
ground, and making three inclinati;:H)S of the body as they approached 
him. In addrefting the king they ftid, ** Lord, my lord, great lord.*' 
When they had finiflied he difmiflbd them with a few words, amd they 
retired, with their faces towards him, and their eyes fixed upon the 
ground. I alfo obferved, that wrhen great men came from a diftance 
about bufinefs, they entered his palace bareft>otcd, and in a plain habit; 
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and alfo, that ch^ did not enter the gate dircdlly» but took a circuit in 
going towards it. 

His cooks liad upwards of thirty diffhent ways of drcding meats, 
and thqr had earthen vefl^ fo contrived as to keep them always hot. 
For the table of Montezuma himfclf, above three hundred diihcs were 
diefled, and foi^ his guards, above a thoufand. Before dinner, Mon* 
tezuma would fometimes go out and infpedt the preparations, and his 
officers would point out to him which were the beft, and cxphiiwd of 
what birds and ffdh they were compofed ; and of thofe he would eat. 
But this was more for amufement than any thing el(e. It is laid that 
at times the fldli of young children was drelTed for him; but the ordi- 
nary meats w'crc, domcllic fowls, phcalants, gcelc, partridges, quails, 
venifon, Indian hogs, pigeons, hares, and rabbits, with many other 
animals and birds peculiar to the country. This is certain ; that after 
Cortes had fpoken to him relative to the drcffing human ffcHi, it was 
not pradtifed in his palace. At his meals, in the cold weather, a 
number of torches of the bark of a wood which makes no fmokc and 
lias an aromatic fmell, w'erc lighted, and that they (hould not throw 
too much heat, fcrcens, ornamented with gold, and painted with 
ligures of idols, were placed before them. Montezuma was fcatod on 
a low throne, or chair, at a table proportioned to the height of his feat. 
The table was covered with white cloths and napkins, and lour beau- 
tiful women prclcnted him with w'ater for his hands, in velTcls which 
they call Xicales, with other vellcls under them like plates, to catch the 
water ; they alfo prclcnted him with towels. Then, two other women 
brought imall cakes of bread, and when the king began to cat, a large 
fcrccn of wood, gilt, was placed before him, ib that people Ihoidd not 
during that time lee him. The w'omcn having retired to a little diAance, 
tour ancient lords Aood by the throne, to whom Montezuma from time 
to time fpokc or addrcHcd qucAions, and. as a mark of particular favor* 
gave to each of them a plate of that which he was eating. I was told 
that thefc old lords, who were his near relations, were alfo counfellors 
and judges. The plates which Montezuma prclcntal ro them, they 
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received with high rc(pc<St, eating, what was in them without taking 
their ^cs off the ground. He was fcrvcd on earthenware of Cholula, 
red and black. While the king was at table, no one of his guards, or 
in the vicinity of his apartment, dared for their lives make any noife. 
Fruit of all the kinds that the country before him; 

he eat very little, but from time to time, a liquor prepared from cocoa, 
and of a (limulative, or corroborative quality, as. we^ were told, was 
prefented to him in golden cups. We could not at that time fee if he 
drank it or not, but 1 t^ferved a number of jars, above fifty, brought 
in, filled with foaming chocolate, of which he took fome, u’hich the 
women prefented to him. At different intervals during the time of 
dinner, there entered certain Indians, hump-backed, very deformed, 
and ugly, who played tricks of buffoonery, and others who they faid 
were jefters. There was alfb a company of lingers and dancers, who 
afforded Montezuma much entertaiment. To thefe he ordered the vales 
of chocolate to be diffributed. The four female attendants then took . 
away the cloths, and again with much refpcdl prefented him with 
water to walh his hand$,. during which time Montezuma converfed 
with tlic four old noblonen formo'ly mciuioned, after which they took 
their leave with naany onemonics. One thing 1 forgot, and no wonder, 
to mention in its place, and that is, that during the time Montezuma 
was at dinner, two very beautiful women were bufily employed making 
fmall cakes with eggs and other things mixed therein. Thefe were 
delicately white, and when made they prefented them to him on plates 
covered with napkins. Alfo another kind of bread was brought to him 
in long loaves, and plates of cakes refembling wafers, .\fter he had 
dined, th^.^fi^ented to him three little canes highly ornamented, con* 
raining liquid amber, mixed with an herb they call tobacco; and 
when he had fufficicntly viewed and heard the lingers, dancers, and 
l^uffbons, he took a little of the fmoke of one of thefe canes, and then 
laid himfelf down to llccp ; and thus his principal meal concluded. 
Alter this was over, all his guards and domcllics fat down to dinner, 
and as near as I could judge, above a thouland plates of thofc eatables 
chat I have mentioned were laid before them, with veflcls of foaming 
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cHocolare, and fruit in an immenie quantity. For his women and va- 
rious inferior iervants, his cdabliflimcnt was of a pnxiigiotis cxpcncc t 
and we were aik>niihed, amidft fuch a profuiion, at the vaft regularity 
that prevailed. His major domo was at this time a prince named Ta- 
pica; he kept the accoiittits of Memtezuma's rents* in books which 
occupied an entire houfe. Montezuma had two buildings filled with 
every kind of afim« richly ornamented wdth gold and jewels, fuch as 
(hields large and fmaU. clubs like two>handcd fwords* and lances much 
larger than ours* with blades fix feet in length* fo fVrong that if they 
fix in a (hicld they do not break* and fhar^^ enough to ufc as razors. 
There was alfo an immenfe quantity of Ik^ws and arrows* and darts* 
together with flings* and fliiclds which roll up into a finall compafs* 
and in action arc let fall and thereby cover the whole body. He had 
alfo much defenfive armour of quilted cotton ornamented w ith feathers 
in different devices* and cafques for the head* made of U'ood and bone* 
with plumes of feathers* anc^ many pther articles too tedious to 
mention. 

In this palace was a mofl<^tna^ifSljent aviary* which contained 
every defeription of birds that continent afforded, namely* royal eagles, 
and a fmaller fpecies, with many exhef birds* down to the fmallefl 
parroquets* of beautiful colours. It was here that the ornaments of 
green feathers were fabricated. The feathers were taken from birds 
which are of the fize of our pyes in Spain* and which they call here 
IJJuctzales, and other birds* whofe plumage is of five different colours, 
green* red, white* yellow, and blue. The name of this fpecies of 
bird I do not know. Here was alfo an immenfity of parrots, and cer- 
tain geefe of fine plumage* and a fpecies which refemblcd geefe. All 
thefe bred here* and were flripped of their feathers every year at the 
proper feafon. Here was a large pond of clear running water* w here 
were a number of great birds, entirely red* with very long legs ; there 
are Tome like them in the Ifland of Cuba* which they call Ipiris. 
There was alio a fpecies which lives entirely in the water. 
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Wc likewife £iw another gfcal building, which was a temple* 
and which contained thofe which were called the valiant or fighting 
gods, and here were many kinds of furious bcafb, tygers, and lions of 
two rpccies, one of which rdemblef • wolf, called here Adive. Alfo 
foxes, and other fmaller ammals, but all a^pnivorous. Moll of thefe 
were bnal in the iplacc, being fed with game, fowls, dogs, and as I 
have heard the bodies of Indians who were fiu:rif|OBd', the manner of 
which as I hive been informed is this. They open the body of the 
vi^im while living, with large knives of Aone s they take out his 
heart, and blood, which they ofler to their gods, and then they cut off 
the limbs, and the heail, upon which they feaA, giving the body to 
be dcv'ourcd by the wild beads, and the fkulls they hang up in their 
temples. In this accurfed place w’crc many vipers, and poifesnous fer« 
pents wliich have in their tails fomewhat that founds like caihinets ; 
thefe arc the mod dangerous of all, and were kept in vcllels filled with 
lathers, wliem they reared their young, and were fed with the flcfh of 
human beings, and dogs;, and 1 have been aHured, that after our ex* 
puldun from Mexico, a|l the^ animals lived fenr many days upon the 

bexlies of our comrades who were killed on that occafion. Thefe beads 
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and horrid reptiles were retain^ to keep company with their infernal 
gods, and w'hen Uiefe animals yelled and hiffed, the palace fooned like 
hell itfelf. 

Tlic place where the artifh principally rcKidcd was named Efcapu- 
zalco, and was at the didance of about a league from the city. Here were 
'"the (hops and manufactories of all their gold and iilver fmiths, whofe 
works tn thefe metals, and in jew'dlery, when thc^ were brought to 
Spain, furprifed our abled aitids. Their painters wc may alfo judge 
of by what ^^’c now fee, for th«c are three Indians in Mexico, who 
iie named. Marcos dc Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and Crefpillo, who, 
if thej^ had lived W'ith Apelles in ancient times, or were compared with 
Michael .\ngelo or Berruguete in modem times, would not be held in- 
ferior to them. Their fine manufaidurcs of cotton and feathers, were 
principally brought from the province of Coditlan. The women of 
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the family of the great Montezuma alfo, of all milks, were extremcl) 
ingenious in theic works, and oonftantly employed ; as was a certain 
defeription of females who lived together in the manner of nuns. 

One part of the city was entirely occtifned by Montezuma's dancers, 
of diflerent kinds, ibme of whom bore a (hek pft' their feet, others 
dew in the air, aii#4bme danced like thole in Italy called by us Mtfa- 
chines. He had allb a ntunber of carpenters and handtaraft men con» 
Ihintly in his employ. His gardens, which were of g r e a t extent, were 
irrigated by canals of running water, and (haded with every variety of 
trees. In them were Inths of cut (lone, pavilions for fording or retire* 
ment. and theatres for (hows, and for the dancers and fingers; all 
which were kept in the mod exa^ order, by a nunibcr of labourers 
condontly employed. 

When we had been four days in Mexico, Cortes w^hod to take a 
view of the city, and in confopience (ent to tequed the permidion of 
his Majcdy. Accordingly, Aguihur, Donna Marina, and a little page 
of our general’s called Ort^uilla, who already underdood fomething of 
the language, went to the palace for that purpofe. Montezuma was 
plcafed immediately to accede, but being apprehendve> that we might 
offer fomc iflfult to his temple, he determined to go thither in per(t«i, 
which he accordingly did, in the fame form, and with the fame retinue, 
as when he drd came out to meet us, but that he was on this occadon 
preceded by two lords bearing feeptres in their hands, which they car* 
lied on high, as a (ignal of the king's approach. Momezuma, in his 
litter, with a fnmll rod in his liand, one half of which was gold, and 
the other half wood, and which he bore elevated like a rod of juilice, 
for fuch it was, approached the temple, and there <}uittcd his litter and 
mounted the (Icps, attended by a number of priclls, and offering in> 
cenfe, with many ceremonies, to his war gods. Cartes at the head of 
his cavalry, and the principal part of our (bldiers under arms, marched 
to the grand fquare, attended by many noblemen of the court. When 
we arrived there, we were aflonifhed at the crowds of people, and the 
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regularity which prewailcth as well as at the vail quantities of mer> 
cliandiie, w’hich thoie who attended us were ailiduous in pomr.'ng out. 
Each kind had its particular place, which was diilinguiflud by a iign. 
The articles confifted of gold, Silver, jcwck, feathers, mantles, cho- 
colate, (kins dreiloiand undreiled, iandals, and other manufadhircs of 
tiic roots and fibres of nequen, and great numbers of mal; and female 
flaws, fome of whom were faflcncd by the neck,> tn collars, to long 
poles. The meat market was ilocked with fowls, game, and dogs. 
Vegetables, fruits, articles of food ready dreilod, fait, bread, honey, 
and fweet paftry made in various ways, were alfo fold here. Other 
places in the fquarc were appointed to the falc of earthenware, wooden 
houfehoid furniture fuch as tables and benches, firewood, paper, fwcet 
canes filled w'ith tobacco mixed w*ith liquid amber, copper axes and 
working tt>ols, and wooden vcfTlls highly painted. Numbers of wo- 
men fold fifh, and little loaves made of a certain mud which they find 
in the lake', and which rcfemblcs cheefe. The makers of flone blades 
were biifily employed fhaping them out of the rough material, and 
the merchants w'ho dealt in gold, had the metal in grains as it came 
from the mines, in cranfparcnt tubes, fo that they could lx; reckoned, 
and the gold was valued at fo many mantles, or fo many xiquipils of 
cocoa, according to tlw fizc of the quills. The entire fquare w'as in- 
clofcd in piazzas, under which great quantities of grain were florcd, 
and where w'crc alfo fhops for various kinds of goods. I mufl apo- 
logize for adding, that boat loads of human ordure were on the borders 
of the adjoining canals, for the purpofe of tanning leather, which they 
iaid could not be done without it. Some may laugh at this, but I 
aflert the fadfc is as I have ftated it, and moreover, upon all the public 
roads, places for paflcngcrs to refort to, were built of canes, and 
thatched with ftraw or grafs, in order to colledl this material. 

The courts of jufticc, where three judges fat, occupied a part of 
the fquare, their under ofheers being in the market, infpc<fting the 
meichandifc. 
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From the fqiisure we proceeded to the gjreat tifiiillple, but befoie we 
entered it we nui^ a circuit through a number^ of large cou^ the 
fmalleflof which app|pred to me to contain more ground than the 
great fquarc in Sadamanca, with^ldouble indOfures built of lime and 
ftone, and the courts paued with largo 'White cut (lone» very tleani or 
where not paved, they were plaift^d^ and poltAwd. When we ap- 
proached the gaa6^: the great temjplc, to which the albent^was a , 
hundred and fourteen, l^ps, and before we had mouirtdd- one of them, 
Montezuma lent down to ds lix priefts, and tWo of hit kiobkmen, to 
carry Cortes up, as they had done their fovereign, which he politely 
declined. When we had afeended to the fummit of the temple, we 
obferved oh^the platforin as we palled, the large ftones whereon were 
placed the vidims who were to be lacrihccd. Here was a great figure 
which refcmbled a dragon, and much blood frefh fpilt. Montezuma 
came out from an adoratory in which his accurfed idols were placed, 
attended by two priells, and addrclHng himlelf to Cortea,' exprefled hit 
apprehenlion that he was ^tigued j to which Coit^ replied, that fa- 
tigue was unknown to us. 

Montezuma then took him by the hand, and pointed out to him 
the different parts of the city, and itS/vicinhy, all* of which were com- 
manded from that place. Here we had a c^ear prolpe<5t of the three 
caufeways by which Mexico communicated with the land, and of the 
aqueduA of Chapultcpequc, which fiqiplicd the city with the fineft 
water. We were llruck with the numbqi of canoes, palling to and 
from the main land, loaded with provilions and mcrchandife, and we 
could now perceive, that in this great city, and all the others of that 
neighbourhood which were built in the water, the hoiiles ^ood .lepa- 
ratc from each other, communiesuing only fmall drawbridges, and 
by boats, and that they were built with terraced tS^s. We oblerv^ 
alfo the temples and adoratories of the adjatont cities, bude in the form 
of cowers and fortrclles, and others on the caitleway, all whitewalhed, 
and wonderfully brilliant. The noile and bultie of the market-place 
below us could be heard almoft a league off, and thole who had. been 
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«t Rome and at CmRandnopie fidd* that for convenknoe, re^gidarity, 
and |idfiiiatton« thef had iievcr' ked the like. Cortes ii6w piopo(«l to 
Ftt« Bartboloine to apjil)r to MonieaEuma for^permiflion to ctmlhru^ 
4 i>ur chtirdb here, to wldcdi the fathef Ibr the pi^ent objected, thinking 
it iil-tiiiied. Coiies then addrdOing lumlelf 4o Mcjotexuma, lequeiled 
that he tinotild do him the hivour to (hew tis his gods. Montezuma 
having oonitilted his priefts, kd us into a tdmliir where was a kind 
of ialoQiiV Here were two altars highly adorned, with tidily w'rought 
timbers on the roof, and over the ahars, gigantic figures refemUing 
very £it men. The one on the right was HoitziJopochtli their war 
god, with a great jbcc and terrible ey&t ; this figure was entirely covered 
with gold and jewels, and his body bound with golden ferpents ; in 
his right hand he held a bow, and in his left a bundle of arrows. The 
little idol which Rood by him reprefented his page, and bore a lance 
and target riciily ornamented with gold and jewels. The great idol had 
l^bund his neck the figures of human heads and hearts, made of pure 
gold and filver, <:fh3antemed with precious Rones of a blue colour. Be- 
fore the idol was ai^ pan of incenfe, with three hearts of human 
vid:ims which were then burning, mixed with copal. The whole of 
that apartment, bodi wa|U and Roar, was Rained with human blood in 
Rich quantity as to give a veiy olknfive RneU. On the left was the 
other" great Rguie, with a oountenance like a bear, and gnat fhining 
eyes, of the polilhed fubftanoe whereof their minors are made. The 
body of this idol was aUb covered with jewels. Thefe two deities, it 
was laid, were brothbrs ; the name of this laR was Tezcatepuca, and he 
was the god of the infernal legions. He prefided, acooi^ng to their 
notions, over the (buls of men. His body was covered with figures 
Rpreienting little devils with tails of ferpents, and the walls axKl pave- 
ment of this temple were ih befineared with blood that they Runk worle 
tiban all the flaugMler-houfes of CaRiUe. An oRering lay before him of 
five human httuts. In the fummit of the temple, and in a reoeR the 
thnlnr of which was moR highly omamented, we law a figure half 
huihah and the other half refemblh^ an alligator, inlaid with jewels, 
and partly covered with a mantle. Tliis idol was faid to contain the 
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germ, and origin e£ all crea^ things, and was tlic god of harvdl, and 
fruits. The watts and ahars were bdfhuned like the ertt, and fo otten- 
ifvc, that we thought wc never could get out jfoon enough. . 

[a this place th^ had ^ drum inaft enormous il^, the;.heaci of 
which was made of the (khis of large, ierpents : tlitt kittruinent when 
ttnick reibunded with > npilc that cxxiki be hqerd to tibe dsftance of two 
leagues, and fo dolefid that it deienred to be named the imific of the in« 
fernal regions ; and with their hcariblc founding horns and trumpets, 
their great kniv'es for iaarifioe, thetr human vit^ims, and their bkxxl 
bcfprinkled altars, 1 devoted them, and all their wickednefs to God's 
vengeance, and thought that the time would never arrive, that 1 fhould 
cfcape from this fccne of human butchery, horrible fmclls, and more 
deteflable fights. 

Cortes, half in jefl, addrefling himfclf to Montezuma, expreflcMi 
his wcMider how fo wife a prince could wodhip fuch abfurd and wicked 
powers ; and propofed to him to place on . the fummit of that tower a 
crofs, and in thefe adoratortes the image of the holy Virgin, and he 
affured him that he fhould then, be £oda convinced of the vanity and dc* 
ception of his idols. Montezuma (hawed marks of difpleafure at thefe 
expreflians, faying, that he would not have admitted us into the temple, 
had he thought that we would have infulted their gods, who were kind 
to them, who gave them health and Aafonable rains, good harvefla, 
fine weather, victories and wliatcver elfe they defixed, and whom they 
were in duty, and in gratitude, bound to worfhip. Cortes drof^ied 
the difeourfe, obferving that it was time for us to go ; and Montezuma 
a0entlng, faid, it was necefl&ry for him to remain, to expire by fa- 
ceihee the fki which he had committed, in admitting us there. Cortes 
then, took leave, and thus we concluded our vifit ft> the great temple of 
Mexico, defeending the fleps with much pain to our invalids. 

I will now proceed to relate other matters, in which, if 1 am not 
ib cornifl as f ought to be, let it be remembered that my fituation was 
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that of a |bldter» w^o vas^oblt^^ to be more attenUjk to. the orders of 
his ofBcef, than to ji^ objedlis of curlofity around him;i The ground 
whereon thii^ temple %pd» ' wasriP ;m|ich as of the ^rgeft buildings 
of this eoimtry, the^jba^ it dimintfhed to the fummit, 

wheredh ^ow^ in^^ich ^tm iit^ls ^placedt ^nd from the 
middle <dUi^ ^foetp, to the;top, were five, Oonca^ties, like barbicans, 
but wicl«i^:|mpefs. H<^ever there are of temples in 

the poiihSi^ of (he conquerors, one wkeret^T^ve, and thofe who 
haife feen them will. eafUy form ah idea of the' outlide of this temple. 
1 have heard that at the time they laid the foundations of it, the natives 
of aU that country made olierings of their gold, filver, and jewels, of 
the feeds of the earth, and of prifoners, all which were buried in the 
foundations of the building. The inquifitiyc reader will naturally alk, 
how I came to know any thing of this, which happened upwards of a 
thoufand yetirsiago. I will .inform hitn. When we got polTenOlon of 
this’great city, and that it was to be built upon a new plan, it was de- 
termined to place the church of, St, J^o on the ground where this 
temple flood i< and in finking the foundations, we found great quantities 
of gold, filver, and other valuables, and a Mexican who obtained part 
of the fame groundi, difcoivered more treafure, about which there was a 
1aw>fuit in fupport his Majefly's right, the refult of which I am 
ignorant of. ilie account was. alfo confirmed by Guatimotzin who 
was then alive, and who laid that the tranfkdlion was recorded in their 
ancient hiflorical paintings^ vihe church which how Hands here is 
called St. Jago ci TVdtelulco, /This temple I have before obferved, was 
fiirrounded by courts as large as the fquare of Salamanca,’ infidc of a 
double inclofqns of lime and flone. At a little diflance from it flood a 
tower, a true licll or habitation for demons, with a mouth refembling 
that of an enormous monfler, wide open, and ready as it were to de* 
t^pur thofe who entered. At the door flood frightful idpls ; by it was 
aLplaoe for facrifice, and within, boilers, and pots full of water, to 
dfj^ fldh of the vi<£lims, which was eaten by the priefls. The 
iirolt/weie like ferpents and devils, and before them were tables and 
knivet for facrificc,' the place being covered with the blood which was 
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ipilt on thoie oeeaiions. The fumt^ was like of a b^uich|[c's 
flail, and I no^ gave this accurfibd blading any name cxq^t that pC 
hell. Having tins, we faw piles of wc^, and a i^f^ypir 
of w'atcr, fupphcd by a pipe from the greats aquedu^if and ^ 

court, we came to ancM^i/cr tempict ^^min'were the .tgiip|>S^pi^ 
Mexican nobility ; it was begrimed with f<xit and Nt^ tp this 

was another, fiUl^pf fkeletons, and piles pf^nes, kept^ apart,., bujC 

regularly arranged. In each temple were idpl^ ^>^4 alfb 

particular priefts, who wore long veftments of blac|^^^mewhat b<v 
tween the drefs of the dominit^s^and our canons; tjteif ,!|^g hair was 
clotted together, and their cars lacerated in honor of their gods. 

At a certain diflance from the buildings of which I have kUl 
fpoken were others, the idols of which were, as they faid, the advo- 
cates, or fuperintendent deities of human marriages, aqd all round the 
great court were many houfes, which were not very lof^, and wherein 
refided the pHcfls, and others who had charge of the idolsJ Here was 
alfo a great refer voir of water, fupplied with pipes, exclufively for the 
fcrvice of the two idols Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatcpuca, Jinid hard by, 
a large building, where were a nuniber of the young Mexican women, 
who refided there as in a nunnery,., urrtil ,thcy were married. They ' 
worfhippod two female deities, who pre^d^, over marriages, and to 
them they offered facrifices, in order to ob^n go)|;^ hufbands. 1 have 
been thus diffufc in my dcfcription.of tWs gn»t temple, becaufc it was 
the moft confiderablc in that city, amonj^ thfe many fumptuous build- 
ings of that kind which it contained. The temple of Cholula however 
was higher than this, having a hundred and twenty fteps i it was alfp 
held in great veneration, and was built on a plan different from that of 
Mexico. The temple at Tczcuco was very large, having a hundred 
and feventcen ffeps. All thefe were of different ftru<5lure, but agreed 
in having a number of outer courts, and a double inclofure. One 
ridiculous circumftancc is, that each province had its own peculiar 
gods, who were fuppofed to have no concern with any other; fo that 
the idols were innumerable in this country. Having fatigued ourfelves 
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with the examination of thefc fccncs, fo new to «s, we retired to our 
quarters. 

' Cortes perceiving how adverie the king was to the oonveriioiv of 
his temple into a chrtftian church, ^j^ied to one of tlie principal 
officers of his pakoe, for tnacertala to conftru<£t a chapel and ahar, 
within ou^ quarters. His dehie being made known to Montezuma, it 
was inihuitly complied with, and timber mod workmen being provided, 
in three days we had it completed. Here wefaid mafs every day ; we 
had however to lament the total want of wine for the holy facrament, . 
ft having been all ufed in the illnefs of Cortes, the reverend father, and 
others, during the wars in TIafcala. However we were confbint in our 
devotions, as well on account of our duty, as in order to imprefs a pro- 
per idea of our holy religion, on the minds of Montezuma and the na- 
tives. Being employed in looking out for a proper place to fix the holy 
crofs, one of our carpenters obferved an appearance on the wall, as if a 
door had been there, and lately clofed up. When this was made 
known to Cortes, it was privately opened, and on entering the apart- 
ment, they found riches without end ! The fecret foon tranfpired, and 
wc went, all of us, to view them. 1 was then a young man, and 1 
thought that if all the treafures of the earth had been brought into one 
place, they could not have amounted to fo much. It was agreed to 
clofc up the dour again, and we determined to conceal the knowledge 
of if until the proper time Ihould oftcr. 

A council was now called, compofed of Cortes as prelklent, w'ith 
four captains, and tw’elve Ibldiers whereof I was one, and having duly 
confidered how evidently the Lord guided us, and what wife and valiant 
captains afid brave foldiers we had, as alfo the fickle difpolition of the 
Indians, who though now kind to us, might change, there was no 
faying Iiow loon, and that notwithlfanding the hofpitaU^ with which 
Montezuma treated us, he might at any moment kll into an oppofite 
line of conduct, wc refolved to follow the opinion of Cortes, by adopt- 
ing the mod cfiletSlual meafure, whkh was, to IHze, and make that 
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tnonarch our prifoner; as we could not know at what monnent we 
might be perhaps poifoned in our food, and as no gift of his. nor all 
his fatherls treafure. could make compenfation to us for the alarms* 
and diftrcfling thoughts, which filled the minds of thofe of any reflec- 
tion. For thcle rcafons it was therefore agreed to adopt the meafure 
without delay. The captains who were prefent pre^fed. that Mon- 
tezuma (hould be induced by a plaufible pretext to come into our quai^ 
tCFS, and when there, to (eize him, and if he refifled, to make his 
perfon anfwcr it : and they urged, that of the two great dangers, this 
was much the Icafl. It wras then obferved by fomc of our itfidiers, that 
Montezuma’s officers did not provide us lb plentifully as at the firfi, 
and two of our Tlafcalan allies had told our interpreter, Aguilar, in 
confidoice, that they obferved a bad dil'pofition on the part of the 
Mexicans towards us, for the two lail days. This debate lafied a full 
hour ; at length it was agreed to adjourn until the next day, and in the 
mean time w'c confultcd our reverend father of the order of mercy, 
praying to God to guide us in this difficulty. On the day after tJiis 
debate, arrived two Indians of Tlafcala very fccrctly, with letters from 
Villa Rica, whereby we were infoimeii, that juan de Efcalantc had 
fldien, together with fix foldicrs, in a battle with the Mexicans,* and 
that the inhabitants of the mountains axul of Cempoal were in commo- 
tion, and refuled to fupply provifions, or to work, fo that the garrifon 
knew not what to do. Thefe letters added, that the opinion of the In- 
dians were much altered fince they found that the Spaniards could be 
kill«i like other men. God knows this intelligence aflii(51cd usi it was 
the firfl defeat that we had experienced fince we landed on that conti- 
nent ; and here let the reflecting reader ponder upon the changes which 
fate makes in the affairs of men. We who yeflerday were honored by 
Montezuma, in poflelTion of wealth, and confidered invulnerable like 
demigods, to day found ourielves lowered in the confideration of the 
natives to a level with them in whofe power we were, Wc now 
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therefore faw in a ilronger point of view than ever, how necellary it 
was for our veiy cxifbence to feize Montezuma, and that if we failed, 
we might as wcU peri(h in the attempt as meet our certain fate in any 
other way. But before I go farther I will give an account of the mis- 
fortune which befel J[u^ de Efcalante. ' ^ . 

1 have already related, that in a town named QuiabuilUan, about 
thirty chiefs of the ncigiibouring diftridis had voluntarily come under 
ouf government. A Mexican garriibn, it appears, attempted to levy 
cpntribuiions upon fome of thefe people. When this was reprefented 
to Efcalante the commandant in Villa Rica, he (isnt word to the officers 
of Montezuma to dcfiA, threatening them in cafe they did not, but at 
the fame time cxprcffing his w'iflics to be on friendly terms with them. 
To this an abrupt rq>ly was returned, that he fhould find them in the 
held. Efcalante w'as a man who had blood in his eye, and on receiving 
this anfwcr he immediately prepared forty of liis own people, and two 
thoufand of his allies, and put himfelf in march againft the Mexicans, 
whom he met out upon a pillaging expedition, and attacked. Our 
allies who were always afraid of the Mexicans, fled at the firft fliowcr 
of arrows, and left the poor Spaniards to get. out of the bufinefs as well 
as they could. With great difficulty they arrived at Almcria, where 
Efcalante and fix fokUers foon died of their wounds. One foldier they 
took alive ; his name was Argucllo, a native of Leon ; this man had a 
large head, and thick curled beard, and was of great bodily ftrength. 
Such is the truth of the affair at Almcria, which is entirely different 
from the account of the kiflorian Gomara, where he fays that Pedro de 
ireio went to colonize Panuco with a party of foldicrs, at a time when 
we had not a fufficicncy of men to keep up our guards. In many 
things which that hiflorian relates concerning the feizure of Montezuma, 
he ought td have rccolle<5led that eye witneffes to that tranfaition were 
.yrt alive, to contradict him. 

The Mexican captains reported the affair to'^Montezuma, and pre- 
fented him with the head of the Spanifh foldier, who died of his 
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wounds, as th^ were bringing Kim prirohcr. It is faid that Mon- 
tczuma trcmbkd when he beheld it, and ordered it to be fent clfcwhcrc. 
He aiked his captains w^hy, being (b numerous, they had not con- 
qucreii fuch a handful of meh; they replied; that the rcafon was, bc- 
caule they beheld a fupematural beih^, who encouraged the Spaniards, 
and llruck terror into their people ; a^ this Montezuma believed could 
be no other than the holy Vir^^lPtry, drith her fon m her arms, as 
we had explained to him that ^ was our patronefs. TTiis I cannot 
tefti fy to, not having been there my (elf, hut fome of thofc who were 
there aflured me of the truth of it, and it was the univerfal belief 
amongft us. Would to God that it were fo ! Certain however it is, 
that the divine mercy was with us throughout, for w'hich prailed bu 
Cod I 

It having been decided that we (hould feize the perfon of the king, 
we palled the whole of the preceding night in praying to our Lord, 
that he w'ould be plcafed to guide us (b that what we were about to do 
Ihould redound to his holy fcrvicc, and in the morning * we proceeded 
to arrange the manner in w'hich our determination was to be carried 
into eftedl. Our cavalry and infantry were as ufual in readinefs to turn 
out if cillcd upon, and as it was always our cuftom to go fully armed, 
the appearance in that manner gave no fulpicton. Cortes having left 
our whole force in readinefs, proceeded to the palace, attended by the 
captains, P. de Alvarado, Gonzalo dc Sandoval, J. V. de Leon, Khi. 
dc l.ugo, and A. dc Avila, with the interpreters Donna Marina and 
Aguilar; fending before him to acquaint the king, tliat he was on his 
way to pay him a vilit. This he did in order to prevent any eHeA 
ariling from an unexpc<ftcd appearance. The king concluded that it 
was on account of the aH&ir of Almcria, and that Cortes was enraged 
about that which in reality he did not care the value of a chefnut fbr, 
and lent back word to Cortes that he was welcome. Accordingly, our 
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general/ dind we who attended him* having entered into the prcfencc of 
Montezuma, after paying him -his refpedl^, he ittldl'dlcd the king 
through his interpreters, faying/' he *was ' aftopifhed that a monarch 
who was fo brave, and who had himielf Co friendly to us, 

fhould have given ordcars ' to his tnx^^ in Tuzapan to attack the Spa- 
niards, kill one of them, and his ’^hprie, and pillage and dcflroy our 
allies. Coltes wiflicd to conceal' of Efcalantc and the iix 

otherSr He then charged the kihg With the treacherous attempt againil 
us in Cholula, which he faid he had. hitherto been deterred from fpeak- 
ing of, by motives of cllccm and regard; but that now, in addition to 
thefe provocations, his ofHcers were plotting our immediate deArudiion, 
and he concluded by faying, that, in order to prevent the ruin of the 
ci^, it was necelTary that his Majclly (hould, peaceably, and without 
snaking any oppoiition or rcmonftrance, immediately go with us to our 
quarters, where he (hould be treated With the greateft refpcdl; but that 
if he fiid one word, or gave the lead alarm, the five captains then pre- 
lent would infiantly put him to death. On hearing this Montezuma 
was at firft ib terrified that he appeaiWl to have loll; all Icnfation. Hav- 
ing recovered himlclf a little, he denied his having ever given any order 
to his troops to attack oiir couiAiymcn, and taking from his wrift the 
fignet of Huitzilopocbtli with which he was ufed to confirm any order 
of great importance, he caulcd the officer «f whom complaint had been 
made, to be lent for. He then replied to the propofal of leaving his 
palace, and fummoning \ip his dignity faid, that he was not the perfon 
to be forced to take fuch a ftep, contrary to his inclination. The con- 
vcrlation was prolonged, Cortes giving him good rcalbns for what he 
propofed, artd the king replying to him with better, infomuch that 
above half an hour had now elapied. The captains who were Handing 
by began at laH to grow veiy impatient, and J. V. de Leon cried out to 
eprtes in his rough voice, ** Why Sir do you waftc fo many words ? 
Let him yield himfclf our prifoncr, or we will this inllant plunge 
bur fwords into his body. Tell him this, and allb, that if he lays a 
** wprd, he dies for it. Better for us to alTure our lives now, or perifh at 
** once.*' The manner in which this was fpoken ftruck the king, and he 
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adccd Donna Marina the meaning of it. She with her ufual readinefs 
anfwcred hy lequefting that he would immediately confent to what was 
propofed to him, and go where he fliould meet all refpedl and honor, 
as (he perceived that if he hefitated, th^ were refulv^ to put him to 
inflant death. He then addrci&d Cortes and faid, ** I have a l^itimatc 
** Ton, and tw'o legitimate daughters; take them as hodages for me, 

but do not expofe me' as a priihner to my own people.’* Cortes 
however replied faying nothing but what was originally propofed could 
do, and that remondrances were unavailing. At length he was forced 
to confent, upon which our caf^ins addreded him with every declara- 
tion of edeem and rclpcdt, carnedly defiring that he would not be 
odended at what had padi^l, and that he w'ould tell his officers and 
guards that he went by his own free will, and by the advice of his gods 
and prieds. His magnificent date litters were now brought, and at- 
tend^ by his ufual guards he proceeded to our quarters, where our pods 
and ccntincls being duly placed, he was received and entertained with 
every mark of refpetd. He was foon waited on by the princes of his 
family and the chief nobility of Mcxicx), who c'amc to know tlic caufe 
of the dep that he had taken, and alfo if it was his wifh that they 
ihould attack us ; but he replied, that it was his intention to day with 
us for a few days, and that whatever further commands he had for 
them, he would fignify in due time ; but charged them to do nothing 
to didurb the city. 

* Thus was the feizurc of the great Montezuma cfFcdlcd. He was 
attended while with us in the fame manner as in his own palace, his 
wives, family, and officers, were with him, and he bathed every day: 
he appeared calm and refigned, and had always in his prefence tu'enty 
counfcllors or chiefs. Ambadadors came to him on afi&irs of im- 
portance from didant countries, either to deliver tribute, or ■with bufi- 
nefs which he difpatchcd. I recollcdl that however great the prince or 
chief might be, before he entered the king's prefence he took of his 
rich drefs, and put on a plain one of the coarfc manufadlure of nequen, 
and in this habit, and barefooted, approached the royal apartnients, 
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M'hich he entered, not diredtiy, but making a circuit by tlie wall : and 
having come, with his eyes caft down upon the ground, into the prc- 
ience of the king, he made thiee .pfofound- bows,, and addreded him, 
calling him, ** Lord, my lord, great lord.**- He Uiendilplayed before him 
a cloth, whereon Was painted and rc^refented the,bu(iix;fs on which he 
came, the particulars of which he pointed but to him with little rods, 
or wands, delicately wrought and pt^iflied; During this time two old 
lords flood by the king, and as iboh as they had attentively conhdered 
all the particulars, they gave their opinions upon it to Montezuma, 
who difpatched the aflair with a few words. The perfon w ho had 
brought it, then, without making any reply, withdrew from the king's 
prcfencf, making three profound bows, and keeping his face towards 
the throne till out of fight ; and as foon as he w'as out of the royal 
apartments, he put on his rich drefs, and walked about the city. 

The mcflt'ngcrs, who, as it has been mentioned, were difpatched 
w’ith the royal fignet, to arrcft and bring to Mexico the cheers of 
whom our general had complained, foon returned with them. On 
their arrival and being brought into their monarch’s prefcnee. I do not 
know what pafled, but he immediately fent them to Cortes to do with 
them as he thought fit. Being examined when the king was not by, 
they avowed all that had happened, and faid they did it by the orders 
of Montezuma, which were, that they fhould if neceflary recur to 
force, to obtain the tribute due, and attack the Spaniards if they ap- 
peared in fiipport of his refradtory fubjedls. Montezuma being charged 
by Cortes with this which now aptpeared, he endeavoured to exculpate 
himfclf as wcfl as he could ; but Cortes told him, that although his 
participation in the guilt of his oflFlcers was evident, and although the 
orders of our monarch w^rc to punifh with death all who irtflidlcd 
death, jrct fuch was his rcganl for him, that he would fooner lofe his 
bwn life than do his Majcfty an injury. All thefe afllirances however 
CGfold not remove the fears of Montezuma. 


As to the oHicers, Cortes fcntcnccd them to be burnt ali\'c in front 
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of the palace of their king; this inunediatdy proceeded upon» and 
during the time of its taking place; and in onkr to prevent any impedi- 
ment occurring, he a!(b curdled that Montezuma (hould be* put in irons. 
When this was doing, the unfortunate king could no longer fupprds 
his emotions at the indignity, hut aloud. In this (ituation he re- 
mained until thcexecution was over, at which time Cortes, attended fay 
his five captains, went to his apartment, and with his own hands freed 
him from the irons, afluring him that he was dearer to him than even 
a brother, and that he trailed foon to be able to make his dominions 
exceed double t)|eir prcTcnt extent ; and alfo, that if he wiihed to go to 
his palace, he was at perfedt liberty to do fo. Montezuma’s fpirit was 
now broke, and the tears ran down his checks while Cortes was fpeak* 
ing ; he declined the offer with thanks, knowing well the emptinefs of 
his words, and added, that he confidcred it moil prudent to remain 
where he was, in order to prevent difturbance and infurretfiion in the 
city. What ivc underflood and cntainly was the cafe, was, (hat Cortes 
had cauied the interpreters to fay that thenigh he was inclined to relcafe 
him, the other ofliccrs nevtT would allow it. As foon as Montezuma 
had given his anfwcr, Cortes threw his arms round his neck, and pro- 
teiled tliat he loved him as himfelf. The king then afleed of him his 
page Orteguilla, a youth who had already learned the language, and 
Cortes immediately complied with his rcqiicft, whereby Orteguilla 
afterwards remained about the perfon of the king, a circumilancc very 
ufcful both to him and to us. Montezuma was very partial to the 
yoirth, from whom he was conilantly ufed to enquire particulars re- 
lative to Europe, and Ortcgtrilla from his knowledge of the language, 
was able to communicate to us whatever he obierved, that was of im- 
portance for us to know. Thvrs Montezuma remained amongH us, 
treated with (he grcattfl rcfpedl, no officer or foldicr, nor even Cortes 
fahnfelf, coming into his prcfcncc, or pafTing him, without pulling off 
his helmet, and he always treated us mofl kindly and couitcoufly. 


The officers of Montezuma who were publicly executed as I have 
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related, wprc four in number.'t* n«m wcrjc Qjuctzalpopoca who 

was the principal, Coad, Quiabuitfe, ant(| another, /»i!^l|om I have for- 
gotten, nor is,^t of much importafijpe. As foo^ as this chsdHiancnt 
was known through th^ difibient pipiyh^ pf K^w Spain, it fhiick 
univerfal terror', and the people fubmidion. 

Now let the purious cbnllder upoh anions ; hrft. in deftroy- 

ing our (hips and therewith all oiC (ixondly, in entering 

the city of Mexico after the alarming warnings that we had received, 
thirdly, in daring to make prifcxier the great Montezuma king of all 
that country, in his own capital, and in the centre of his own palace, 
furroundedhy his numerous guards, and fourthly, in publicly burning 
his officers in front of his palace, and putting the king in irons during 
the execution. Now that I am old, I frequently revolve, and refledt 
upon the events of that day. which appear to me as freffi as if they had 
Juft pafled, fuch is the inipreffion they have made upon my mind. I 
(ay, that it was not we who did thefc things, but that all was guided 
by the hand of God, for what men on earth would otherwife have 
vciitured, their ^umbers not amounting to four hundred and fifty, to 
have (eized and ptit in irons a inightyrmonarch, and publicly burned 
his officers for oiling his orders, in a city larger than Venice, and at 
a diftance of a thoufand and five hundred leagues from their native 
country!!! There is much matter for rcflcdlion in this, and it merits to 
be detailed otherw'ife than in the dry manner in which 1 relate it. 

Cortes now thought it necelTary to appoint a commandant at Villa 
.Rica. For this purpofe he chofe Alonzo de Grado, an indifferent 
fbldicr, but a' perfon of good underftanding, who fpoke well, and was 
of a handfome appearance; he was alfo a mufician, and an excellent 
penman. He was always in oppofition to Cortes relative to our advance 
to Mexico, and was the principal orator on thofc occafions. Cortes 
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when he gave liitn'^ the iii|>pointii«^ g6od>humouredly faid to hini« 
** Now Senior ^dfe <3rado/ i|[0 and your wiihcfs; you arc com- 

mandant of Villa Rida, auHi lee^mat you fortify it well; and mind 1 
** charge you on no ac^uht ^6 ^ iihd fight the wicked Xhdiahs, 
“ nor let them kill yoii de Elcalante.’* This Cortea 

faid ironically, knowing the ebi^fionT'^f the man, and that all the 
world could not have got him to' nts out of the town. We 
who were lifiening to this, and his drift, could hardly for- 

bear laughing aloud. He then gave him his infiru^i^ldns to behave 
kindly to his Indian neighbours, and not permit them to be robbed or 
opprefled : he alfo defired him to caufc the fmiths wdio were in that 
fettlemcnt to make two large chains, out of the old iron of the (hips, 
and lend them to him immediately, and to 1o(e no time in proceeding 
with the confirudtion of the wooden fort. When Dc Grado arrived 
at his government, he affeefted to carry on biifincfs w’ith a lofty de- 
meanour, and fent to the neighbouring Indians who were at peace with 
us, requiring them to give him gold, and female Haves ; paying no a(« 
tention wliatcvcr to the fortifications, but pafTing lijs time in fealling. 
and play. What w’as worfe, he combined witli the adherents of Vc* 
lafqucr, tjffcring to put him in poflefTion of the port he was entnifted 
with. I'hefc things being foon communicated to Cortes, he repented 
of his imprudent flep in appointing to fuch a place a man whofc had 
difpofition he well knew ; he alfo forefavv that Vclafqucz mull fboncr 
or later find out that he had fent agents to Old Caflille, and would pro- 
bably fei>d a force againfi us. For thefe rcafons it was ncceiniry that 
he fhould have a perfon of confidence in the command at Villa Rica ; 
he therefore fent Sandoval, wdip was now alguazil mayor, with whom 
went Pedro de ireio already mentioned, who gained the confidence of 
Sandoval, a goodnatured man, by diverting him with anecdotes of the 
families of the Count dc Urena, and Don Pedro Giron, in which he 
had ferved. Dc Ireio by thefe means gained his favor fo completely, 
that he never ceafed promoting him, till he had got him the rank of 
captain: inftcad of which promotion, for the licenies he gave his 
tongue, and for which Sandoval at times reprehended him, he deferved 

to 



( ) 

to have been well puniHicvi. Sandoval on liii arrival at Villa Rica im* 
mediately arrcilcd Oe Gnulo and j(l^t him {frUimer Mbtico, under a 
guard of Indians, according to the Idrders of Coiteit. The new gover- 
nor foon made himfclf very popu&r tfu; natives by his aSa- 

bilit}' and humanity, and he imm^a^i^ t]«^n to put the fort into 
proper repair; Cortes would hot iee t!)c Grado bn his arrival, but con- 
fined him in the flocks, where ht remained two days. I rccollebt that 
the timber Whereof thefe were made has a ftrong fmcll of garlic. De 
Grailo, whoW^s a mart of great plaufibility at laft made his peace, and 
was employed; not in a military capacity, but in one conformable to his 
talents, being given the oflicc of contador, which hatl been held by 
Avila, who was fent ai> procurador to the Ifland of St. Domingo. San- 
doval liad orders to fend tlie iron-work neceflaty for the conflru(5tion of 
two vcflcls, whicli he pundlually executed, and the vari' us articles ar- 
rived fafdy in Mexico. 

Cortes, regularly every day after mafs, went to wait on Mon- 
teKumii, attended by all his officers, and afked him what he would be 
pleafed to order that they could execute; to which the king ufed to 
anfwer, thanking him, that ftc fotind himfclf perfcdly to his fatisfac- 
tion. Thus, from one fubjcdl to another they ufuall) fell into difcouiTe 
about our holy faith, and the power of our emperor. At other times, 
Montczuiiu and Cortes ufed to play at a certain game w'hich they call 
Totoloquc, in which they take aim with golden balls at c ertain objects 
made alfo of gold. I remember once in particular, v. }j.:n Cortes and 
Alvarado were playing againfl Mdntezuma and his nephew*, Monte- 
zuma jocularly faid tliat he would not allow ToMaiiu, meaning Alva- 
rado, fo called on account of his handlbme p. rfon, that word mcaniirg 
the fun, to mark, expreffing himfclf in fi: h a manner as to imply, 
that Alvarado did not fay that w hich way true ; at which we all burft 
out laughing, bccaufc Alvarado was a little addi<5ted to exaggeration. 
When Cortes gained, be gave his w'innings to thole about Montezuma, 
and when the king gained he did the fame to our foldicrs of the guard. 
Indeed he ne\*cr let a day pafs, without making prefents of fbme kind 
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to all of us« but more paiticulady to Velarque7 dc Leon who was the 
captain of his and always paid him great attention. One night 

a foldicr named Tnia^lo, was gldky of a certain piece of difrefpecTt 
within his hearing* at which Montezuma was highly oflcndcd, and 
enquired of the page. who. the perlqn ijja*. The page told him that he 
was a man of low birth, who l^cew tip better. He then, proceeded to 
tell him of our diflcrcnt ranks and i|ua]itics, about w'hich he was very 
curious. On the next day he ordered Truxillo to be brought into his 
prcfcncc, and after having reproved him, he made hina a prefent worth 
about five crowns. The words of Montezuma made left imprcflion on 
the foldicr than his gold, and on the next night the fellow was guilty 
of the fame piece of impolitenefs, in order to get more. Of this Mon- 
tezuma complained to Vclafqucz, who ordered the man to be relieved, 
and fevercly reprimanded him.. Another foldicr one night complained 
that he was ill, curling this dog of an Indian, meaning Montezuma, 
who gave them fo much trouble. This being overheard by the king, 
V ho difeovered what he had faid, he complained thereof to Cortes, by 
liofc command the man was immediately whipped, notwithflanding 
he was a very good foldicr j his name was Pedro Lopez. After this 
example flritft difciplinc and filcncc were kept by the guard, to the 
great fatisfadlion of the king, who was very kind to us, knew us all, 
and fpokc to us by our names. I was at this time a flripling, *and 
always behaved to him with great refpe<5l ; his page had told him that 
f had been twice upon his coafts before the arrival of Cortes, and I had 
defired the page to mention to him, that inflead of gold or mantles, he 
would oblige by giving me a handfome Indian girl. This rcqiicfl lie 
gnacioufly complied u itii, calling me to him and faying, ** Bernal 
“ Diaz del Caflillo, tin v ung woman I prefent to you is the daughter 
“ of one of my prinrip o >h luv; treat her well, and her friends will 
** give you gold and much as you can defirc.** I ki0cd 

his Majefty’s hand, him for his favors, and praying God to 

profper him; to wind Montezuma replied faying, “ It feems to me 
** that Del Caflillo is 1 * noble condition. ’* Wherewith he ordered me 
throe plates of gold, and two loads of mantles. 
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I w;n new lUate foiM -mom. fmfticUkn ^ Kb comle of life. In 
(he morning, having paid his devQ(ion$» Kii cat a hrea^ not 
of nvativ but vegetables, fuch a$ pepp<ap/' Kn4 then remained a 

full ')uur heanng buflncfs, in the' iij^Miiaicr 'F already deferibed. 
I'hc number of judges or cotmlelSora^'WliiQ him at thofe 

times amounted to twenty. His nummiif iniflrefles he ufed to marry 
to, his officers and particular friends j fbme of them fell to our lot; 
mine was called Donna Francifea; a lady of high birth, as (he (hewed 
by her manners. Thus fometimes arndfing himfclf, and fom^imes 
ineditating on his (ituation, the gpreat Montezuma pa(red the days of his 
conEncment amongft us. 

The materials being arrived, Cortes requeued that the king would 
give him pcrmKTion to conftru£t two vdjbls, for the purpofe of amuling 
himfidf upon the water, and alfo that he would order his carpenters to 
affiE. The oak timber was only at the diftance of about four leagues, 
and Montezuma having given his con(ent, the work went on fo expe- 
ditioudy, by the number of Indian carpenters, and was fo ably con- 
duced by our principal builder Martin Lopez, that in a very (hort fpace 
of time, they were built, launched, and rigged, with an aw'ning over 
each. 


Montezuma at this time requefted permiflion from Cortes to pay 
his devotions, and perform facridees, in order that his friends and fub- 
jeCs might (be that he lived among us by the order of his gods, and his 
own choice. Cortes returned for anfwer, that in (b doing, it was his 
bufinefs to beware how he did any thing whereby to lo(e his life ; for 
that he would (end a guard of officers and (bldiers w’ith him, giving 
them (friC orders to kill him inHantly in ca(e there appeared any thing 
like a commotion. With this caution he gave him his pcrmiiTion to 
yilit his tcnaplc. It was alfo at the fame time Egniiied to him, that no 
facrihee would be permitted; to which Montezuma having 
agreed, he fet out in liis ufual pomp, and accompanied by four of our 
captains, Velafquez de I^n, Alvarado, Avila, and Dc Lugo, with a 
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hundred and ibfdterc. ; Our i^hcr of the order of mercy 

alfo attended ftM* tile puipble of preventing human facrificc. Mon- 
tezuma on hi« arriiml near the temple came out of his Iittcr» and was 
iupported up to it as'ufuid, being met by a number of pn'eils. They 
had on the preceding night facriiioed four Indians, nor could all our 
endeavours prevent that inhuman |>raifticc, wdiich wc were for the pre- 
I'ent obliged to connive at, fearing to do any thing which would cauft* 
an infiirrcdtion. After Montezuma had ftaid a Ihort time at his tlcvo- 
tions he came down from the temple, and returned to our quarters iu 
great good hifmour, making prefents to all of us who attended him 
upon the occafion. 

The vcdcls were now aHoat upon the lake, fully equipped, and 
manned with expert failors, and they obeyed both fail and oar, fo as to 
anfvvcr our utmoft expedition. When Montezuma was informed of it, 
lie requefted Cortes to permit him to go hunting in a certain didritfl, 
which was prohibited to all others on pain of death. Cortes a/lentcd, 
warning liim that his life paid the forfeit of any attempt at a refeutf, 
and he offered him the uie of his (hips to go there, which Mon- 
tezuma was greatly plcafed with, and accepted. 

/ 

Tlic fw'ifteif failing velTcl conveyed the king and his fuiic, the 
other was occupied by his fan and a number of the nobility. They 
W'ere attended alfo by a vaff: number of lK>ats, great and fmall. Cortes 
ordered out a party compofed of Vclafquez dc Leon, Alvarado, Dc Oii, 
and Avila, all men who had blood in their eyes, and two Jiundred 
ioldiers, giving them orilcrs to lx: very watchful over Montezuma: 
four brafs guns with their ammunition and artillery-men, were alfo 
embarked. 

The wind blew very frefh, our failors took delight in exhibiting 
their (kill, and the fliips (eemed to fly acrofs thelake, leaving the veflels 
of the natives far behind. Montezuma being arrived where he was to 
hunt, landed for that purpoie, and as the place abounded with game, 
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hehad foon killed haiei, 

and rabjMts. After havihjg^ aihu^ this manner, 

he.-.|!|t4inied on t^ard the veitel# a^ We dtf- 

charged our artiHeiy during the amufe- 

mcnt and iatisfa^flicHi, and |ie af&ble and friendly 

behaviour ; nor is it poflibie to deicrihc^ ho|w. .Jioble he was in every 
thing he did, nor the refped in which he was hdd by every one about 
him. One day, three of our captaUns were in his prefence when a 
hSkwk entered the apartments purfuing a quail, which kind of birds, as 
well as doves, bred in and about the palaces. As our officers and 
fqJdters were admiring . the beatt^; and flight of the hawk, and talking 
upon t^ fubje^t in geheral, Montezuma was curious to know what 
wc were faying, which being explained to him, and alfo how we could 
tanie hawks and fly them from our hands, Montezuma faid that he 
would order the bird to be caught for us, and giving immediate direc- 
tions to that purpofe, by the next morning his hunters had caught and 
brought to us the identical bird. 

Cacamatzin the king’s nephew, and prince of the city of Tczcuco, 
tb< hirgefl: next to Mexico in the empire, having received information 
that the king had been now many days kept prifoncr by the Spaniards, 
and that they had alfo opened the treafury of his anceflors, in order to 
jdgqiure it by a timely effort, convoked his vaflals, and alfo the neigh- 
bouring princes. Amongft them was the lord of Matalcingo, a great 
warrior, and near relation <^f Montezuma, who was faid to have pre- 
tention to the throne. Thcfe princes and chiefs he fummoned, in order 
to induce them to aflcmblc their forces, and fall upon us in a body. 
When they were met in confultation upon this propofition, the prince 
^hom I before mentioned to have had pretenflons to the throne, made 
fupport of them the condition of his entering into the confederacy, 
^^camatzin then brought forward a flmilar claim, declaring that he 
if^Ciid go through the buflnefs with his own force, for which purpofe 
m^de arrangenicnts with his friends in the city of Mexico. This 
coming to .tlie kiMwlcdge of Montezuma, he immediately forbid any 

fuch 
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fuch fleps beiiig‘ and ^mmuni^ted to Cortes the infontiatlon 

which he had itoeived.s The haiilfk^ton already in a certain deg^ 
known to us, but h|qC; to the full eictent. Cortes in coniequence thereof 
propofed to take with him a body of Mexicans to attack and deibroy the 
city of Tczcuco, but this detcrminattqci not being fatisfadtory to Mdn- 
tezuma, Cortes fent to Cacamatzin, defiring, him to dcfifi from his 
warlike preparations, as he wUhed Itim for his friend. Cacamatzin 
replied that he was not to be duped like others by plaufible words ; that 
he expedted foon to fc*e us, and tlien we might fay to him what we 
w'ould. Cortes once again fent to Cacaniatzin warning him not to pro- 
ceed to hofiilities, the confcqucnce of which would be the lofs of the 
king’s life ; to which this chief returned for anfwer, that neither tlic 
king nor Cortes were of any coniequence to him, for that he was de- 
termined to perfeverc in his intentions. 

He had at this time a brother in Mexico, who had l>ccn obliged 
to fly thither on account of a family quarrel. This being known to us, 
our general propofed to Montezuma to call tlie reigning prince to his 
court, where wc could feize on and detain him until he bcctimc more 
amenable, or if we thought proper elevate the brother now in Mexico 
to his place. Montezuma agreed to fend for him, adding, that if he 
refulcd to come, he would give diredlions for having him brought by 
force. For this Cortes returned him thanks with many profcflions of 
finccrc regard, afliiring him that he fluid by him entirely for his pro- 
tcdlion, and that for his part he fliould be happy to accompany him to 
his palace, but that he could not get his captains to conlcnt to it. The 
king tlianked him, and faid that he would immediately lend to inform 
Cacamatzin of his true fituation, and how it was adopted of his own 
free will, and by the advice of his gods ; for Montezuma was pcrfedlly 
well acquainted w'ith the diflimulation pra<ftifcd by Cortes, and that it 
was only done in order to found him. Montezuma according to his 
promile fent a meflage to the prince, who pcrfct^Iy undcrllood the 
manner in which it was obtained, and declared his determination to 
attack us in four days, faying, that his unde the king was a pitiful 

monarch, 



( ^ ) 

fnonarch» and no better than a for not havin|: attacked us as he 
advifod him at the pafs of Chaleo/ That, for Iw part he was deter- 
mined to avenge the wrongs that had been comnrtt^ted by us upon Mon- 
tezuma and the country, and that if in fo doing the throne of Mexico 
fell to his lot, he would liberally thdfo who fupported him. 

• 

Some of the chiefs who heard thefe declarations had fcruplcs upon 
the fubjedt, objcdling to go to war without the orders of their fove- 
reign. This filled the prince with rage, cfpccially when they propofed 
to fend to him for his infirudtions ; he caufed three of them to be taken 
prifoners, and the others who were prefent intimidated thereby, de- 
clared their determination to fupport him. He then fent a mefiage to 
Montezuma, iTeprcfenting the clifgracc in which he was fallen, by con- 
nedting himfclf with wizards and magicians, and that he would come 
aitd put us all to death. Montezuma was highly offi'iidcd at this, and 
taking off liis feal, he entruffed it to the care of fix of his captains, 
commanding them to go and fficw it to certain perfons whom he 
named, as knowing they were not on terms of fricndfhip with the 
prince, and to lignify to them his orders, that they jfhould feize Caca- 
matzin and fend him into his prefcncc. Accordingly they entered 
where the prince was, difcourling w'ith fomc of his chiefs, relative to 
his expedition, and having (ccurcd him, together with five others, 
embarking them in a piragua, they brought them to Mexico, where 
Cacamatzin was placed in one of the royal litters, and condudted into 
the prefcncc of Montezuma. The king, after having reproached him 
for his difobcdicnce and treafon, delivered him to Cortes, to do what 
he thought proper with him, releafing the other prifoners. Cortes 
thanked the great Montezuma, and made arrangements, that the brother 
of Cacamatzin ffiould fuccced to the principality, by the name of Don 
Carlos, and he was accordingly invefted with this dignity in the pre- 
fence of Montezuma. The other chiefs who had joined in the mcafures 
of Cacamatzin abfented themfclves from court through fear, but were 
fhortly made prifoners, and brought to Mexico in chains. Thus was 
concluded this important bufinefs, to our entire fatisfaeffion. We con- 
tinued 
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tinucci ftiD pi^rnig tuar court to Montmima, in the manner fo g;rea( And 
generous a prince de^arvcd, never fitting down» not even Cortes himlelf, 
in his prefcnce, untUivtHe king commanded it. The converiation fre* 
quentiy turned upon otir holy religion, and the truths thereof ieemed 
to be every day making more imprdfioii upon the king's mind. 

Cortes now entered again upon the fubjc<5l of Montezuma's ac- 
knowledging the fovereignty of our Emperor, to which Montezuma 
replied, that he would fummon the princes his vafials, which he ac- 
cordingly did, and nearly the whole of them attended within the fpace 
of ten days. Among the few who abfented thcmfelvcs was that rela- 
tion of Montezuma's already fpoken of, as of extraordinary prowefs in 
war, who returned for anfwcr, that he would neither come, or pay 
any more tribute. The king was incenfed at this, and fent officers to 
apprehend him, but without fiicccfs. The princes being aflcmbled and 
the little page prefent, Montezuma reminded them of the ancient pro- 
Ph ecics, whereby they were told that from thofe parts where the fun 
rifes, men were to come to rule the country, and that with their arrival 
fhoukl ccafc the empire of the Mexicans. The king added, that for 
his part he believed wc were the people fpoken of ; that he had facri- 
ficed to his gods, rrquefting in vain an anfwer from them, but they 
referred him to the former ones, and commanded him to afk no more, 
whereby he concluded their will to be that obedience fheuld lx: yielded 
to the king of Caftille, to whom thefe Grangers were vaflals. “ [ 
“ now,” continued he, ** befcech you to give them fomc token of 
** fubmiffion; they require it of me, let no one refufe. P'or eighteen 
“ years that I have reigned, I have been a kind monarch to you, you 
** have been faithful fubje<fls to me; fince my gods will have it fo, 
“ indulge me by this one infiance of obedience.” The princes, with 
many fighs and tears, promifed Montezuma, who was ftill more 
affe^ed than them, tliat they would do whatever he defired. He then 
fent a meflage to Cortes, telling him, that on the enfuing day, he and 
his princes would tender their allegiance to his Majcfty our Emperor- 
This they accordingly did at the time appointed, in the prcfcncc of all 
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ouf officers, and many of our foklters, not one of o^hom could refrain 
from weeping, in beholding the agitation and of the great and 

genarous Montezuma. 

Cortes and lits captains beiftg''tfi'tl)o |H«lSmce of Montezuma, con- 
verfing about indifferent fubje^tfi-the general took an opportunity to 
a(k fome queftions relative to the gold mines. Montezuma told him 
that the richell were in the province of Zacatula, and he gave an ac- 
count of the manner in which the gold was obtained, which was, by 
wafhing the earth, the fmall grains of metal finking to the bottom. 
He alfo informed Cortes that they obtained it in two rivers in the pro- 
vince of Guztepeque, where the natives did not obey him, but that if 
Cortes would fend fome troops thither, he would order his officers to 
condutt them. Cortes thanked the king, and pitched upon the pilot 
Umbria, and two foldiers to examine the mines of Zacatula. To thofe 
in the Chinantccan and Zapotccan territories he fent a captain named 
Pizarro, a young man, his relation j but at that time the names of 
Pizarro and Peru were equally unknown. The latter took with him 
four foldiers ufed to mining, and four noble Mexicans. Montezuma 
then prefented Cortes with a map, admirably painted on cloth, of the 
whole northern coaft as far as Tabafeo, an extent of a hundred and forty 
leagues. Among the rivers was that of Guacacualco, whicli Cortes 
determined to Jiavc examined, and Diego dc Ordas offering himfclf, was 
accepted by Cortes contrary to his ow'n inclination, as he was a perfon 
from whofc advice and judgement he derived great advantage. Mon- 
tezuma told De Ordas on his departure, that his power did not extend 
where he was going, but that if he wifhed for the affiflanc^ of his 
frontier garrifons, he was welcome to take them. 

The firft who returned was Gonzalo dc Umbria. He brought 
with him gold to the value of three hundred crowns, and reported that 
the mines would be -very valuable, if they were as expert at the bufinefs 
thw, as in St. Domingb or Cuba. Two principal perfons of that 
country alfb attended him to Mexico, and brought a prefent of gold of 
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about a hundred crowns value, ofllering to become his Majcily *s fubjedis. 
The having afeertained the (ituation of the mines was matter of great 
Satisfaction to Cortes. Umbria deferibed the country in which he had 
been as very rich and populous, and indeed he and his comjpanions 
feemed to have returned no way the worfe for their journey, and Cortes 
intended that it Ihould be fo, in order to make up their former dif- 
ferences. 

Diego de Ordas reported that he had palled through very populous 
didriCts, and had been univerfally well received ; that he had met with 
bodies of the troops of Montezuma on the frontiers, of whofe outrages 
the inhabitants made heavy complaints, for which Dc Ordas fcverely 
reprehended the military chiefs, threatening them with the punifhment 
of the lord of Nauhtlan. Proceeding towards the river he w'as hof* 
pitably received, by the caciques and inhabitants of the neighbouring 
country. On founding the mouth of the river they found three fathom 
water at low-tide, in the (hallowed part, and w’ithin the bar, water 
fufficient for large (hips, it dill deepening as they w’cnt higher up. He 
alfo found a place fit for a naval clbiblifhmcnt, w'hcrc the natives came 
to him, Ihd offered thcmfclves as valTals to his Majcdy, complaining 
bitterly of Montezuma and his officers ; they alfb pointed out to our 
people the place, w here, in a late adtion they had killed many of his 
troops, and which they had in conlcqucnce named ’’Cuiloncmcqui,” that 
is to fay the place of the (laughter of the Mexicans, giving them a mod 
opprobrfous epithet. He further reprefented the foil of the country as 
fit for cattle and tillage, and the port as well fituated for trade with 
Cuba, St. Domingo, and Jamaica, but difadvantageous in regard to its 
didance from Mexico, and the MoralTcs in its neighbourhood. Pizarro 
returned from Tudepeque with gold in grains to the value of a thoufand 
crowns. He related how he afeended into the mountains inhabited by 
the Chinantecans, who (allied out under arms, and refu(cd to fuflfer the 
Mexicans to come among them, vowing that thty would kill them all 
if they attempted it ; but our people were admitted willingly, and they 
there obtained gold in its native date with a rough furface. Pizarro 
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brought with him certain of the.chlefs of the country, who wilhed to 
renounce the Mexican yoke, .an4^ become, of his Majefty. 

Thefe Cortes received mod kindly,: and difimlQ^ to their homes- 
with a promiie of fupport and protetdion. Hi; then enquired for the 
other foldiers ; to which Pizarro relied that the country being rich, 
and the people well inclined to us, he had left them to make a planta> 
tion of cocoa and \o collect dock and birds ; as alfo for the purpofc ot' 
exploring the rivers and mines: Cortes faid nothing at the time, but 
fcvercly reprimanded him in private, for going beyond his orders, and 
employing the foldiers in fuch ridiculous purfuits. He alfo imme- 
diately fent off a meffenger, with orders to them to return to their head 
quarters. 

Cortes now demanded of Montezuma a general contribution of 
gold to be made through the whole extent of his territories, to our 
emperor, and alfo that tlic king diould deliver to us his treafure for the 
fame purpofe. Montezuma immediately fent officers to thofe didridls 
where the mines were, requiring a quantity of plates of gold, of the 
ufual fizc paid in tribute, two of thefe being lent as a dandard. He 
at this time however remarked to Cortes, that from many of his dif- 
tridts gold was not to be cxpc<dcd in any confidcrablc quantity, the 
people only podeffing fuch toys as had been tranfmitted to them from 
their anccdors. Much gold was immediately tranfmitted from the rich 
provinces, but when the order was received by the refradlory lord who 
was nearly related to Montezuma, the anfwer which he returned was, 
that he would pay no tribute, for that he had as good a right to the 
throne of Mexico as Montezuma himielf. This greatly enraged the 
king, who immediately fending trudy officers with his token, the fcal, 
they apprehended and brought this chief to Mexico. When he came 
into the prefence of the king he behaved with fuch infolence to him as 
appeared to border upon madnefs, and Cortes learning thefe particulars, 
and alfo that Montezuma had ordered him to be put to death, in- 
terceded in his f&vor, and obtained leave to keep him in his cudpdy. 
As foon as he had an interview, he addrefled this chief very kindly, 
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and endeavoured to make a friend of him, oHering him his liberty, 
which however Montezuma would not accede to, but dcilred he Ihould 
be put in chains as the others had been. 

' * ' 

In twenty days from the time of the orders being iffued, the tribute 
was colle<5ted. The king then fummoned Cortes, with the captains 
and foldiers who ufually formed his guard, and addreifed us laying, 
‘1 Know, that I am indebted to your great king, and efteem him, for 
having fent an embafliy to me from fuch a dilhince, and alfo bccaufc 
“ I am convinced that according to what 'wc have heard from our an- 
“ ceftors, he is to rule us ; a prophecy which is confirrhed by the dc- 
“ clarations of our gods. Take this gold, which is all that could be 
** colledtcd on fo fhort a notice, and alfo the treafure which I derive 
“ from my anceftors, and which I know you have feen; fend it to 
“ your monarch, and let it be recorded in your annals, that this was 
** the tribute of his vailal Montezuma. I will give you for your 
** emperor fomc moft valuable jewels named calchihuis, each of which 
“ is worth two loads of gold; 1 will alfo fend three tubes ufed for 
“ (hooting darts or pellets, fo richly adorned with jewels tliat he will 
“ be plealed to fee them, and this which I now give is the lad of the 
“ treafure which has remained W’ith me.” Wc all took off our helmets, 
and returned thanks to the great Montezuma for his liberality and mu- 
nificence, which Cortes promifed that he would reprefent in the 
ftrongeft terms to his Majefty. 

After fome more converfation, Montezuma commanded his officers 
to deliver to us the treafure which was in the conaraled apartment. 
This was accordingly done, and w« were for the (pace of three days 
conffantly employed in taking it to pieces, from the various manners in 
which it was worked up ; in this w'c. were allb alTldcd by the royal 
goldfmiths from Efcapuzalco. When thus feparated, the articles of 
gold were formed in three heaps, weighing upwards of fix hundred 
thoufand crowns, cxclufivc of the various other valuables, the gold in 
plates and bars, and the metal in its rough Hate from the mines. The 
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goldfmiths melted down the metal which was in the heaps, and ran it 
into bars of the breadth of three fingors. When this was done, another 
prefent was received from Montezuma, fo rich that it was worthy of 
admiration, cxclufive of the jewels called calchihuis, the ornamented 
tubes covered with jewels and pearls, the beautiful embroideries of 
pearls and feathers, and the pcnaches, and plumage, a recital whereof 
would be cndlefs. The bars of gold were ftamped with the imperial 
arms by the approbation of us all, and as to the rich ornaments, it was 
judged bdl that they (hould not be taken to pieces. We alfo caufed 
weights to be made of iron for the purpofc of afeertaining the quantity 
of gold in the bars. They were not perfectly exat^, but perhaps an 
c>unce more or lefs, being arrobas, half arrobas, and down to four 
/Ounces. The ofHcers of his Majeily valued the gold, altogether, and 
exclufive of Hlver and ornaments, at fix hundred thoufand crowns ; but 
ibmc faid that it amounted to more. Nothing farther was then 
thought nccclTary, than to dedntSt his Majcfty*s fifth, and difhributc 
the (hares to the officers and foldiers ; Cortes however propofixl that the 
divifion (hould be pofiponed until more treafure was brought in, and 
more exaA weights made, but the foldiers were clamorous for an im- 
mediate divifion, for they perceived that fince the various articles had 
been taken to pieces, above a tlrird part was already gone; few: Cortes, 
the captains, and others, were conveying it off' and concealing it. At 
length it was determined to weigh it, and to pofipone the divifion until 
the enfuing day. It was accordingly fo done, and cxclufivc of the 
ornaments and plates of gold, it was found to amount to upwards of 
fix hundred thoufand crowns. 1 will now relate how it was divided, 
and how the mofl of it remained with Cortes and certain others. 

In the partition of the treafure Cortes firfi laid afide his Majefiy's 
fifth ; (^ondfy, for himfelf, another fifth ; thirdly, a portion of the 
gold to leimburfe the expences in the Idand of Cuba, and alfb for the 
naval expenditure incurred by Velafqucz, and the dcfixu<^ion of the 
(hips; fourthly, for the expoiccs of our agents in Spain; fifthly, for 
our foldkars in Villa Rica^ fixthly, for the lofs of killed horfes; fe- 
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venthly, for the reverend father and the captains; eighthly, double 
(hares for the cavalry, muiketeers, and crofsbow-men. Thus by the 
time all thefe dralts were made, what remained for each (tidier was 
hardly worth (looping for!! Many refuled to take tlieir (hares, and the 
whole, nearly, remained with Cortes. We were obliged to be (ilent, 
for to whom could we appeal for juftice? Some at length took their 
(hares at a hundred crowns, and then cried out for more ; thefe men's 
mouths Cortes (lopped, giving privately a little to one, and a little to 
another, with promifes in abundance on condition that they kept them- 
(clves quiet. That which was allotted to the foldiers in Villa Rica 
w'cnt no better, as (hall be related in its place, and fuch was the refult 
of the divihon of Montezuma's treafure. 

Our captains got chains of gold made for them by the king's 
workmen ; Cortes had al(b (imilar works executed for him, together 
with a fervicc of plate. Many of our foldiers who had lined their 
pockets well did the (amc, and deep gaming went oji, day and night, 
with cards made out of the heads of drums ; and thus we paiTcd our 
time in Mexico. 

Quitting for the prefent the fubjedl of Montezuma’s gold, badly 
divided, and worfc employed, I will relate what happened to a poor 
fellow, one Cardenas a pilot and a native of Triana. He had a wife 
and children, and like many others of us little or nothing to give them. 
When he perceived that all this immenfe treafure of Montezuma’s had 
dwindled into a (hare of a hundred crowns, and that he, after all his 
battles, had nothing to cxpcifl in future but hard blows, it made fuch 
an impreflion on him, and he exprefled himlclf (b loudly, that it could 
not but come to the cars of Cortes. Accordingly when he heard all 
that, and much more, which had been faid, he called us together, and 
in a long fet fpeecli gave us a great many honied wc»rds, which he had 
an extraordinary facility of doing, wondering how we could be fo fe- 
licitous about a little paltry gold, w'hcn the whole country would foon 
be ours, with all its rich mines, wherewith there was enough to make 
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US great lords and princes and I know not what. To the more loud 
he gave fomc fmall prefents. and to Cardenas, he iecretly promifed to 
fend three hundred crowns for his wile and children. This Cardenas 
was afterwards very troublcfomc to him. 

As all men arc avaricious, as with moft the defire of acquiring 
increafes with what they pofiefs, and as it w'as well known that a great 
quantity of valuable pieces of gold was taken out of the treafury, fuf- 
picion naturally fell on Icvcral. Juan Velafquez dc Leon had then 
fomc large chains of gold, and trinkets and ornaments of that metal, in 
the hands of the king*s workmen, and the treafurer Mexia knowing of 
it, and allb how he had procured the gold, laid claim to them ; but 
De Leon refilled, faying it had been given him by Cortes, before 
it was ran into bars ; to which the treafurer replietl, that Cortes had con- 
cealed enough, and taken enough from his foldiers already, without 
giving him fo great .a quantity. The quarrel rofc fo high between 
them, being both valiant men, that they drew their fu ords, and before 
they could be parted each had received two wounds. Cortes on hearing 
it ordered them to be put in arreft, and in chains; this he did to keep 
up appearances, having privately fpoken to Dc Leon who was his par- 
ticular friend, and defired him to lubmit quietly ; and the other he re- 
leafed in confideration of his office as treafurer. Velafquez was a ftrong 
man, and uled to walk much backwards and forwards in the apartment 
where he was confined. Montezuma hearing the rattling of his chains, 
enquired who it was ; and iK-ing told, he interceded wdth Cortes for 
him, on the fiitl opportunity. Cortes laughing replied that Velafquez 
was a mad fellow, who if he did not keep him confined, would go up 
and down the country robbing his majefiy's fubjedls of their gold. 
The good king faid, if it was only on that account he w'as detained, he 
would fupply his wants, and begged that he might be relealed. Cortes 
affe^cd to make a favor of it, but at length agreed, declaring that he 
would baniffi him from head quarters. Accordingly he went as far as 
Cholula, but in fix days returned, richer, by the king’s gold, than 
w hen he went. . After this Cortes and Mexia were never great friends. 

The 



( >7J ) 

king at this time made a propofal of marriage to Cortes, of- 
fering him one of the princciTcs his daughters. This offer Cortes re- 
ceived as it merited, and fuggeffed the propriety of her being prcvioufly 
initiated into the myfteries of our holy religion, by being tnptized ; to 
\vhich the king who was on all occaftons compliant, immediately 
affented. He however continued as attached as ever to his worfhip and 
facriffees, which put Cortes and his captains to a dilemma; but it was 
thought moff confiftent with their duties as chriffians to incur the 
danger of infurrcd;ion, and deftroy the idols of the Mexicans, in t>rdcr 
to plant the true crofs in their place, or if that was found impoffiblc, 
wc rcfolved to content ourfclvcs for the prefent with making a chapel 
for the chriftian worfliip in the temple. Seven officers and foldicrs at- 
tended Cortes, when he waited on Montezuma to fignify to him our 
refolution. When it was made known to him, and he faw the violence 
with which the mcafiirc was determined to be carried into efFe<Sl:, he 
earncftly begged permifTion to confult his priefts, and Cortes appearing 
touched with his Htuation, made figns to tlic officers and ibldicrs to 
retire, and leave the king with him and the reverend father. He then 
told him, that in order to accommodate the matter more to his fatisfac- 
tion, he, would endeavour to prevail with his officers, for the prefent 
to offer no violence to the idols, provided a part of the great temple was 
appropriated to the purpofc of a chapel, and an altar and crucifix allowed 
to be placed there ; which being once done, his Majefty would in a 
fhort time be convinced of the errors and falfehood of his worfhip. To 
this Montezuma with much agitation, and the appearance of deep for- 
row, heavily confented; and in confcqucncc, an altar and crucifix 
being created, mafs was folcmnly faid, and a perfon was appointed to 
take care of the chapel. 

The time of our ftay in this city was one feries of alarms, fuffi- 
cient in themfelves to have deftroyed the lives of thofc who were not 
fupported by the divine interpofition. It appeared, that in confcqucncc 
of our late meafure, and the reprefentations of the priefts adling upon 
the prejudices of the people, our dangers were now thickening on us. 

Their 
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Their gods threatened to leave them unleTs we were put to deadi, for 
having violated their temple, and it was the determin^ion to obey their 
will. This refolution was communicated to Montezuma by his priefts, 
and all his chief warriors, who added to their religious fubje^ of com- 
plaint, every other which they could c<^ed;, relative to our conduct 
fince we arrived in Mexico. The page Ortcguilla alfo at this time came 
to infcHin Cortes of fomc alaiming circumftances, fuch as a number of 
fccret conferences which he had oblcrvcd, between Montezuma and his 
nobility and chiefs, the angry and melancholy countenance of the king, 
and other circumftances highly important and intcrefting to us. Cortes 
immediately on hearing this, taking witli him five of his captains, and 
his interpreters, waited on Montezuma. The king (cemed much dif- 
trefied, and informed him, that he was gricA-^cd to have lately learned, 
that it was the determination of his gods that we ihould all be put to 
death, or expelled from Mexico; he, therefore, being our fincere 
friend, recommended to us on no account to run the rilk, but to lave 
our lives, whilfi it could l)c done, by a fpeetly retreat. Cortes and the 
reft could not conceal their uncafinefs on hearing this, and no wonder. 
The general, howcv'cr, immediately replied, that he was on that occa- 
lion much grieved at two things; one was, his not having* velTels 
ready for the purpofc of returning, the other, that in cafe of his doing 
fo, he Oiould be under the ncceflity of taking his Majefty with him, 
in order to prefent him to his fovereign the Emperor. He therefore in- 
treated Montezuma, that he would reftrain his priefts and warriors, 
umil he ihould have time to build three (hips, faying if this were not 
acceded to, we were all rcfolvcd to die to the very laft man; and as a 
proof of the (inccrity of his determination to d^art, he declared, that 
lie would immediately fend his (hipbuilders to fell wood and confirudl: 
the vcflcls, on the coall. The determination of Cortes to bring 
Montezuma with him, made that monarch more diftrelTcd and dejedked 
than ever; Cortes then repeated his alTurancc of no unneceflary delay, 
and delired the allifiance of the king’s carpenters in conftrudting the 
vcflcls ; at the fame time requeiling his influence with the priefts and 
nobility, ;to prcvciit any infurre^ion in the city, and his endeavours 
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appcal'c liis gods, provided it were not by iuiinan l:icrilit.vs. 

Cortes immediately procccticd to execute his determination of 
building the three fliips, contrary to wliat is related by C7omara, who 
fays tljat the whole was a feint, in order to lull Montezuma and his 
fubjet^ls. But on the contrary, Martin L.opez, the principal carpenter, 
who is nou' living, has allured me that he really, and in good earnert, 
did fet about the work, and that the vellels were atflually on the Hocks, 
inuring this time we remained very penfive and fad, in the city of 
Mexico, from the precar ioul’nefs of our fituation, expetSbing eveiy mo- 
ment to lx: attacked. Cur apprehenlions were incrcaled by the infor- 
mations obtained by Donna Marina, and the terror and tears of the 
page, who, underHanding the language, obtained hints which efcaped 
our knowledge. We kept however good and conftant watch on Mon- 
tezuma, and guard on our quarters, never llceping out of our armour, 
.iiid our horles were conftantly bridled and ladJled all night. 

Without meaning to boali 1 may f.iy ol myklf, that my armour 
w to nte as eafy as the foltiH tlown, and fuch is my cuHom, that 
wlu n I now go the rounds of my dilhail:!, 1 never take a tx d with me 
link Is 1 happen indeed to he attended by llrange caMibers, in which 
cafe I do it imly in order to avoid tlie aj^pcai.mee of poverty, or |>enn- 
rioufnefs, but by my faith, even w'hen 1 have oni I alw'ays throw my- 
felf on it in iny clothes, fuih it is to he a true foltiier! amrther pecu- 
liarity 1 have is, that 1 cannot llccp ihrough the night, hut always 
awaken and get up in order to contemplate tiu heavens and Aars, and 
thus I ainufe mylelf, w'alking backwards and forwards, as I ufed to ilo 
when on guard, fora good fpace of time, wn’thout hal or cap; and 
glory be to God, I never yet caught cold, nor w'as a jot the worfe for 
it. And this the reader miiH pardon me for mentioning, it not being 
from vanity, but that I wirti him to know what kind of men we, tlu 
true bred foldicrs, and real conquerors of Mexico were. 
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CHAPTER 11. 


Expedition of P. de Narvaez, His army defeated by Cortex 
at Cempoal^ May olSlh, 1520 . — Return of the Spaniards to 
Mexico. War there. Death of Montezuma. Expulfion of 
the Spaniards, lA* Battle of Obtumba. Reception of 

the Spaniards in Tlajcala, July \oth. 


The Bifliop of Burgos who was at this time prefident of the Indies, 
bore unlimited fway in that department, during the ahrence of the Elm- 
peror in Flanders. He now lent out orders to Vclafqucz, to feize, and 
make us pri/bners, at all events: in confcquencc of which the governor 
of Cuba fitted out a fleet of nineteen fhips, and embarked therein an 
army of one thoufand four hundred foldiers, and twenty pieces of 
cannon, with all neceffary ammunition and appointments, eighty ca- 
valry, and one hundred and fixty mufkets and crofs-bows, the whole 
being under the command of Pamphilo dc Narvaez. Such were his 
exertions, and his animofity againft Cortes and us, that he went for 
thefe purpofes a journey of above leventy leagues from the Havannah. 
While he was thus occupied, it appears, that the court of royal au- 
dience of St. Domingo, and tlie brethren of the order of Jeronymites, 
got intelligence thereof. They, knowing our good intentions, and 
great exertions for the fervice of God and his Majefly, and confidering 
alfo how injurious to the intcrefts thereof, the meditated expedition of 
Vclafqucz was likely to be, font the oydor Lucas Vafqucz de Aillon 
toGuba, with orders to put a pofitive flop to the failing of it. But 
whatever orders, oppofltion, or menaces he could make ufe of for the 
purpofc were of no avail, Velafquez confident of the fupport of the 
Bilhop of Burgos, and. having tdfo expended all his property in the 
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equipment, was more bent on it than ever, and held the oydor and Iiis 
authorities in defiance. Wlicn the’ oydor therefore faw that his en- 
deavours to prevent the armament from failing were in vain, he thought 
it mofl prudent under all the circumftanccs to embark with it, in order 
to mediate, and prevent any injury to the public fcrvice, or, if neccUar)', 
by virtue of his office as oydor, to take pofleffion of the country, in 
the name of his Majclly the Emperor. 

? The fleet fitted out by Vclafquez and under the command of 
Nar\'aez, arrived at the port of St. Juan de Ulua without any accident, 
except the lofs of one fmall vcflel. The whole compofed a formidable 
and rcfpcdlablc force, confidering that it was entirely created in the 
Ifland of Cuba. On its arrival, the foldicrs who had been lent in quefl 
of the mines in that country, as has been before related, went on board, 
and it is faid that on fo doing, they returned thanks to Goil for their 
delivciy from the command of Cortes, and the dangers of the city of 
Mexico. Narvaez finding them fo open, ordered that they fliould be 
plentifully fupplied with wine, to render them more communicative, in 
which he effedlually fuccoeded. Cervantes tho jeftcr, under colour of 
facetioufnefs, expofed to him all the difeontents of our people relative 
to the partition of the treafure, and alfo the quantity that was obtained ; 
giving Narvaez in many points, much more intelligence than he wilhed 
to hc*ar. They alfo infonned him of the bad flate of the garrifon com- 
manded by Sandoval in Villa Rica. The news of the arrival of the fleet 
was foon communicated to Montezuma, who kept his knowledge of if 
from Cortes, and at the fame time ordered liberal gifts to be prefented to 
Narvaez, whereby a private correfpondence was opened be^'W'ecn them, 
to the difadvantage of the former, of whom Narvaez told the king every 
thing that was bad, faying we were all outcafts and robbers, and that 
the Emperor hearing of our bad condudt, and of our having detained 
the great Montezuma in cuftody, had fent that force to liberate him, 
and punifh us, by putting us all to death. This intelligence gave the 
king great fatisfadlion, for from the account of their force which was 
accurately reprefented to him in painting, he thought us lofl. He fent 
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more magnificent prefents to Narv'acz, and could not conceal the rati-;- 
f‘a<5tion which he felt. It was now three d.ays fince lie had received this 
intelligence, without communicating it to Cortes, who obferved and 
was furprifed at the alteration which he perceived in him. At the ex- 
piration of that time however, being, from the circumftance of Cortes 
having paid him two vifits in the courfc of the day, apprehenfive ofthc 
general having obtained the knowledge of it through fome other channel, 
he told him the news, faying, that he had juft that moment received it. 
Cortes demonftrated the greateft joy, and after Montezuma had ftiewh 
Iiim the reprefentations of it which had been tranfmitted to him, whereby 
Cortes learned all that it is was ncceftiiry for him to know, he took his 
leave, and communicated it to his troops, who inftantly got under arms, 
and fired vollics. We foon however |ierccivcd that Cortes when by 
himfclf was very penfive, and ftiortly calling us together, he explained 
to us the evident deftination of this armament, that it w'as meant againft 
us, and he now, by gifts, as well as promifes, as if what we received 
was his private bounty, inftead of our fair right, made intereft with 
us, to continue firm and ftcady to him in the conteft which was to 
take place. 


From the reprclcntation of our deferters, Narwaez was induced to 
fend to the governor of Villa Rica, demanding of him to furrender his 
command. He entrufted this bufinefs to three perfons, Guevara a man 
of talents and a clergyman, a relation of Vclafqucz named Amarga, and 
one Vergara a ferivener, who accordingly fet out for Villa Rica. San- 
doval liad received information of the arrival of an armament, and 
gueftuig its objetft, prepared againft an attack. He fent off all his in- 
valids to an Indian village at fome diftance, and having exhorted his 
foldicrs to ftand by him, he caufed a gibbet to be crcdled, and placed a 
guard on the road of Cempoal. .AVhen the deputation from Narvaez 
arrived at Villa Rica, they did not meet a perfon except Indians, for 
Sandoval had given orders to the Spaniards not to appear, and remained 
at home himfelf. They were perplexed how to proceed, but gueiling 
by the appearance of tho houfe that it muft be the governors, after 
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going to mafs >thcy proceeded thither. On entering, GueVara fainted 
•Sandoval, and immediately began a convcrfatiun, the purport of which 
was, the great force Vclafqucz had font, and the cxpcnce he had been 
at, for the purpofe of arrefting Cortes, and all with him as traitors > 
and he concluded by fummoning Sandoval to liirrcndcr himfclf and his 
port, to General Pamphilo de Narvaez. The exprenions ufed by this 
churchman greatly dilplcafcd Sandoval, who told him, that if it was not 
for the protedlion his holy profeflion afforded him, he fhonld be pu-. 
nilhed for his infolcnc.*, in uiing the word traitors to thofc wlio were 
more faithful fubje^ks to his Majefty than cither Narvaez or Vclafqucz ; 
and as to his demands, he referred him to Cortes, telling him to go to 
Mexico and fettle his bufinefs with him there. Guevara infilling on 
executing his mifiion, called to the notary Vergara to take out his autho* 
rities, which he was preparing to do, but Sandoval llopped him, fay* 
ing, “ Look you Vergara; your papers arc nothing to me; 1 know not 
“ if they are true or falfe, originals or copies ; but I forbid you to read 
them here! and by heaven if you attempt it, I will this infiant give 
** you a hundred laihes.*‘ At this Guevara cried out, ** Why do you 
** mind thefc traitors, read the commifiion.” Sandoval then calling 
him a lying knave ordcrctl tliem all to be feized ; wlicrcon, a number of 
Indians who were employed to work about the fortrefs, having been 
prepared for the purpofe, threw trammels over them like fo many 
damned fouls, and making them fall, inflantly let off with them on 
their backs, for Mexico; they hardly knowing if they were dead or 
alive, or if it was not all cncliantracnt, when they travelled in fuch a 
manner, poft hafle, by frcfli relays of Indians, which were in waiting, 
and faw the large and populous towns, which they paficd through 
with a rapidity that llupificd them. Thus they were carried, day and 
night, till they were fafely depofited in Mexico. Sandoval lent to con- 
duct them, Pedro de Solis, now firnamed De atras La Puerta, by 
whom he wrote a line in hafle to Cortes, informing him of the par- 
ticulars. As foon as the general got intelligence of their arrival, he 
ordered us out under arms, and received them with the grcatell honor, 
loofening them from their trammels, and apologizing for the rudenefa 
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of his officer, whom he highly blamed. He gave them the mod hof- 
pitable entertainment, and treated them with the greateft refpedb ; and 
having pretty well lined their pockets with gold, he in a few days fent 
back, as tradlable as lambs, thofe who had fet out againil him like 
furious lions. 

As our general was one of thole whofe refourccs never arc exhauft- 
ed, fo alfo it is hardly ncccllkry to dw’cll upon the merits of thofe vali- 
ant officers and foldiers, who accompanied him, and by our valour in 
the held, and wifdom in counfel, fupportcil him through all his diffi- 
culties. On this occalion it was determined by us, as moft expedient, 
to fend letters to Narvaez and others, u hich Hiould come to hand pre- 
vious to the arrival of Guevara. In this we moft earneftly requefted, 
that no ftep might be taken which would endanger our general interefts, 
or encourage the Indians to rife upon us, and we alfo helii out every 
inducement that friendlhip or intcreft could fuggeft, to bring them over 
to us. At the fame time, under thefe general offers of kindnefs, we 
did not forget fecretly to treat wdth fuch as we thought likely to be 
wrought upon, for Guevara and Vergara had both informed Cortes 
that Narvaez was nt>t well with his captains, and that gold would do 
wonders with them. Cortes adjured Nar\'acz in his letters, by their 
former intimac)\ not to give caule by his conducfl for the Mexicans to 
rife and deftroy them all, aff'uring him that they were rc-ady to do any 
thing to liberate Montezuma, w hole difpofftion had alfo greatly altered 
ftnee the time that Narvaez had begun to correlpond with him; adding, 
that he was convinced, that what was alletlgcd to have been faid by 
him never could have come from lb w ife a man, but w’as the fabrication 
of fuch wretches as Cervantes the buffoon, and the others, w'ho had 
milled and mifrcprefentcd him. He at the lame time offijred an unli- 
mited fubmiffion to whatever Narvaez would order. Cortes alfo deter- 
mined to write to the Secretary Andres dc Duero, and the Oydor Lucas 
Vafquez, and took care that the letters Ihould be well accompanied with 
prelents. When Narvaez received the firft letter he turned it into ridi- 
cule, handing it about among his officers, calling us traitors, and fay- 
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ing that he would put us all to death; and as to Cortes, he would cut 
off his cars, and broil and eat them, with a great deal of fuch ablurdity. 
Of courle he lent no reply whatever. Juff at this time. Oik vara and 
his alTociatcs arrived, and they immediately launched out in the prades 
of Cortes, declaring the expreilions of refpeifl he had made ufe of rela- 
tive to Narvaez, the lervices that he had rendtrrdl, and the advantages 
that would refult from a juiu^lion of their forces. This put Narvaez 
in fuch a rage that he would neither fee n('r hear any of them again. 
They then began to converfc with their comrades, and W’hcn the latter 
perceived how well furninu-d they had returned, they alreaiiy ilheil 
thcmfelves amongff us. At this time alfo, arrived the reverend lather oi 
the order of mercy, and brought with him the private letters and pre- 
fents; he went firft to kifs the hands of Narvaez, anti to fell him how 
anxious Cortes was to ferve under his command, hut Narvaez would 
not Icc him, except to revile and ahule liim. The reverend father there- 
fore gave up that part of his comminitJii, and applied himfeli to the 
didributifjn of the prefents, with fuch cfleCt, that in a Ihort time all flu- 
principal ofilcers ol the army ot Narvaez were in our intcR'ffs. 

If the oydor was originally inclined to favour Cortes, he was now 
much more fo lince he faw the magnificent prefents which had been fo 
libc-rally liiffributed. I’his was ftrongly contrafted by the mifcrahlc ava- 
rice of Narvaez, who ufed to fay in his lofty tones to his major domo, 
“ Take heed that not a mantle is miffing, as 1 have duly entered down 
every article.” Tliis penurioufnefs put his officers in an uproar of 
exclamation againft him, all which he attributed to the intrigues of the 
oydor Vafqucz. There was alfo a difference between them owing to 
his not keeping due accounts with the oydor, as was his duty, relative 
to the provifions fent in by order of Montezuma ; and Narvaez being 
encouraged by the favour and patronage of the Bilhop of Burgos, now 
feized the oydor, and fent him as a prifoncr to the Bland of Cuba, or 
Old Spain, and a gentleman of the name of Oblanco, a man of confide- 
ration, remonftrating with Narvaez upon this, and faying a good deal 
upon the merits of Cortes and his affociates, was alfo arrcflcd by iiini^ 
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n/itl flirown into prifon, which he took Co much to licart tliat in three 
tlays he diet!. The oydor Vafqucz, during the voyage, prevailed on 
the captain of the fliip to land him in St. Domingo, where, waiting 
on the officers of the royal court of audience, and the Jeronymitc bro- 
thers, they were highly offended at the treatment their officer had re- 
j'eivcvl, and made complaints upon the fubjc<5l to his Majcffv’s coiiiiril 
in Caffille, without any effcdl however, owing to the influence of the 
13inif)p of Burgos. 

The troop', lent by \<.l.iK]uf / now cpiittii!” the ccaff, r.lvanc'.d f.* 
Cernpoal. 'I’he firff: thing that Narvaez di.l upon his ariival tin. re, was, 
to take forcibly trom the fat caei<jue, all the gold and mantles, ami alio 
the young Indian women who had lu-en given to (''ortes aiivl hi^ oificers 
by their parents, and hati been left in his care on our nnireli to Mexieo. 
The fat cacique complained to him of this, and alio wl th^ robberies 
committed by his foklicrs, laying, that it w.n otherwili. wIkii Cortes 
and his men were there; upon whieli b ' atierra, a very impudent 
boafting fellow exclaimed, “ See what fear thefe Indi ns have of tins inlig- 
" nificant Cortes.** And yet I protelf, that this man who w as lo n uly 
with his tongue on all occalions, when we eame to attack Nai caez and 
his army, was the moft defpicable c'ovvardly w ref eh 1 ewr Ixlield. 
Narvaez at this time tranfmirted a copy of the <\ mmuh ii w hi«.h he held 
under the government of Cuba, the llirfhei particulars relative tuavhich 
1 will mention in their place. Our general reecivtii ecaiffant intelligence 
of W'hatcver occurred, Irom his friends in the army of Naivacz. and 
alio from Sandoval, u lio now informed him that he entertained five jh‘i- 
fons of conlideration who had quitted Narvaez, affigning as a reafon 
for it, that when they law he did not rcfpeCl his Majeffy’s oydor, ffill 
Id's had they any hopes of good treatment from him, Ixring the oyclot’s 
relations. From thd'c perfons he had got information of the rclblution 
of Narvaez, to come immediately and leek us out in Mexico. 

This being made known to fuch of us as Cortes was in the habit 
of advifing with, he agreed with us in a general determination, to march 
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againfl Narvac2 and his forces, leaving Alvarado in the command of 
the city. With him remained all thole who were not inclined to go 
with us, and alfo all thofc who we thought would lie better firom us* 
as having an inclination towards Narvaez or Vclafqucz. We alfo left 
a fufhciency of provilions, which was the more ncccflaiy as the harvell 
had been deficient, owing to a want of rain. We ftrengthened our 
quarters by a good pallifadc, leaving eighty three foldiers, with four 
large guns, twenty four mufquets and crofs-bows and feven hoifes, to 
keep in awe, the populous city of Mexico. 

Cortes having wait<d on Montezuma previous to our march, the 
king qucftional him relative to his intention of marching againft Nar- 
vaez, both being of the fame country, and vaflals of the lame monarch. 
He alfo requeued to know if he could Iw of any fervicc, exprefling his 
a]iprehcnfion, from what he had heard of their jfiipcnor numbers; and 
he alfo alked (}f C.( fe , an explanation relative to (he charges brought 
by the new conier* gainfl him and us, that we were outcaAs and trai- 
tors, and that the other; were lent fo bring us to punifhmcnt. Cortes 
chcarfully replied, that he had not l>cforc fpoken to him on the fubjetSl 
of his departure, becaufe he was convinced it would give his majefty 
concern ; that it was true w e v\ ere all vaflfals of the fame monarch, but 
utterly falfc that we w en traitors and fugitives, for on the contrary, w'c 
had come fully autho’'iled That as for their deftroying us by tlitir fu- 
perior numbers, if did not dcjKiid upon them, but upon our Lord Jefus 
ChriA, and his blelTcd mtrtlicr, who would fupport us; and he alfo add- 
ed, that as our monarch ruled nruiny diAerent countries, tltc inhabitants 
of fbme were more brave than thofc of others, and that we ^vcre all na- 
tives of Old CaAille, and called true CaAillians, whereas our opponents 
were commanded by a Bifeayan; and that his niajeAy fliould foon fee the 
difference between us, as he hoped with the bleAing of God, to bring 
them back with liim prifoners, and that our going fhould not therefore 
^.’vc his majeAy any uncafinefs. He alfo cxpteA'cd his hope, that 
Montezuma would to his utmoA endeavour, prevent any infurrcdlion 
in tlic city, as he certainly would, on his return, make thole who be- 
’ 13 b haved 
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haved ill in his ablmccp dearly anfwer for it. Cortes then took his 
leave, embracing Montezuma twice, which the king returned, and 
Donna Marina acquitted hcrielf fo well in her ofHcc, that (he made the Ic- 
paration a very melancholy one. Montezuma promifed to do all that 
Cortes defired him, and oficred to aflifl him with hve thoufand troops ; 
an oftcr which Cortes, knowing indeed that he had them not to fend, 
declined, by faying, that he required no aid but that of our Lord jefus 
Chrift i but he requefted that the king would caufc due attention to be 
given to that part of the temple which was confccratcd to our holy reli- 
gion. Having parted from Montezuma, he fummonned Alvarado and 
the garrifonqf Mexico, and addrefling them in a body, he charged them 
to watch well, and not fufler the king to tfeape from them, promifing, 
at his return, if they did their duty properly, to make them all rich. 
The clergyman Juan Diaz, and certain other fufpcdlcd perfons, he left 
with Alvarado. 

Wc then fet out on our march by the city of Cholula, from 
whence wc fent to the chiefs of the Tlafcalans, requiring them to aflift 
us with a force of four thoufand warriors. They replied, that if it was 
againil Indians, they were very ready to go ; but if againll our coun- 
trymen, they begged to be excufed. They fent us however tw’enty 
loads of fowls. Curtes alfo w’rotc to Sandoval to join him, with all his 
force, at a place called Tampinequeta, or Mitalaquita, twelve leagues 
from Cempoal. Wc marched without baggage, in regular order, and 
with two confidential men, foot foldicrs, a days Journey before us; 
they did not keep the dircdl road, but went by thofc where cavalry 
could not pafs, enquiring fpr intdligcnce concerning the army of Nar- 
vaez. 


When W’c had proceeded fomc diflance upon our march, one of 
our advanced parties met with four Spaniards, who turned out to be 
thofe of Narvaez, with the piwfs of his commiflion of captain gene- 
ral. On our coming to w here they w’crc, they fainted Cortes with great 
refpe^t, and he immediately difmounted, in order to confer with them. 
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Alonzo tic Mmta the principal pcrlbn, was then procceiJing to read the 
documents ; but Cortes cut him (liort, by afking him if he was a roy- 
al notary, adding, that on producing his commiflion he Hiould be obey- 
ed, but if he had it not, he could not be permitted to read any fuppolcd 
orders; that thofe of his MajcHy lie fuhmittcd to, proftrate on the 
ground, but defired to fee the original. Mata, frightened, and hold- 
ing in reality no office under the crown, did not know what to (ay ; 
but Cortes relieved him fmm his cmbarnifmcnt, and he halted here, to 
give them time to rcfrefli thcmd'lvcs. Cortes told them our defUnation, 
and that he was ready to receive any mclTiigc from their general, of 
whom he never ufed a difrcfpc^tful expreffion ; but he talked privately 
with ihefe perfons, and ufed arguments of fo convincing a nature, that 
before they feparated, he made them completely his friends. On their 
return, they were loud in their praifes of Cortes, and his gcncrofity ; and 
of the magnificence of our appearance ; for many of our foldicrs bore 
ornaments of gold, upon their arms, and chains and collars of the (kmc 
about their necks. Sandoval and his party joined us on the next clay, 
at the rendezvouz; they were in all about feventy. With them came 
the five who had quitted Narvaez, and who were moft gracioufly re- 
ceived by Cortes. Sandoval told him, that he had fomc time before 
fent two foldicrs, difguifed like Indians, into the quarters of Narvaez ; 
their complexions rcfemblcd the natives, and each brought a load of 
fruit to fell. They went directly to the habitation of the brave Salvati- 
erra, who bought their fruit for a firing of yellow beads ; he then fent 
them to get grafs for his horfe, on the banks of a little river; they 
brought the laft load about the hour of vefpers, and having fal the horfe, 
they fat there till night, during which time they heard Salvaticrra ob- 
ferve to fomc of his afibciates, what a lucky moment they liad come at, 
to get the feven hundred thoufand crowns, from that traitor Cortes. 
As foon as it was dark, our foldicrs got out of the hoiifc unobferved, 
taking with them the horfe, faddlc and bridle, and on their way they 
met with another horfe which was lame, and which they alfo feized 
and brought off. Cortes laughed heartily when he heard it, and we 
afterwards learned that Salvaticrra had diverted all the army of Narvaez 
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with liis abfuriiitics, when he found the trick that had been played up- 
on him. After that time tliey kept a letter watch. 

If was determined now by us, to fend the reverend father of the 
order of mercy, with a letter to Narvaez, the contents of which "were 
to this purpofe. That we had rejoiced on hearing of fo noble a perfon’s 
arrival in this country, as expecting material advantage therefrom, Iwtli 
to our holy religion, and his Majefly's fervice; but that contrary to our 
expectations he had reviled us, and caufed the whole countr}' to revolt. 
That our general had fent, offering to refign to him whatever territories 
or provinces he chofc to occupy, and to engage in new expeditions. 
That if he came by virtue of a comn^iffion from his Majefty, we de- 
mands a fight of the original, within the fpace of three days, for which 
purpole, and to obey it proftrate on the earth, w’e had now advanced 
hither j but if no fuch authority was in his pofleflion, he ffrould return 
to the Iffand of Cuba, and not do any thing here that would throw the 
country into a diffurbance, which if he attempted, we would as in du- 
ty bound make him prifoncr, and fend him to be dealt with according 
to his Majefty ’s plcafurc. That he was anfwtTable for all the lamcnta- 
hle confequcnccs that would enfue, and that this letter was thus fent, 
becauie no royal notary dare undertake to deliver one, as according to 
due form ought to be done, after the violence committed againft his Ma- 
jetty’s officer, the oydor, a crime Lsfac Majeftatis, the perpetrator of 
which Cortes was in duty bound to apprehend and bring to juftice, and 
for which he thereby cited him to appear and anfwer, calling Cod to 
yvitnefs the juftnefs of his condutft. This letter concluding with cx- 
preffions of great refpc(ft, was figned by Cortes, the captains, and fc- 
veral foldiers, and fent by the Reverend Father Olmcdo, and by a foldier 
of the name of Ulagre, whofe brother came over with Narvaez as the 
oomniander of his artillery. 

Olmedo On his arrival waited in Narvaez with great refpetft, and 
aUbtproceeded to execute the reft of his miifion, in bringing together 
tanaiiv'offiecrs’of that army, amongft whom were Rodohgo Mira and 
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Ulagrc of the artillery. To thefc he liberally diftributed his gold, and 
alfo, more privately, to Andres dc Ducro, with an carneft invitation to 
him to vifit Cortes. Narvaez foon began to fulpedl what was the real 
objc«5l of Olmcdo, and was inclined to fcizc and make him prifoncr; 
which being known to Ducro, who liad great influence with Narvaez, 
not only on account of his iltuation, but alfo from their being fome way 
related, he reprefented to him the impropri< ty of committing fuch an 
outrage againft a perfon of a holy funOlion. Me alfo furmifed to him 
tlic great probability that the foldiers of Cortes might be eafily won over 
to him by a little attention and policy. Having by thefc arguments and 
other fimilar ones appeafed Narvaez for rfie prefent, he took his leave, 
and informed Olmedo of what had pafled. Narvaez fhortly after fent 
for Olmedo, who waited on him, and defired permiiTion to fpcak to him 
in private, and there .in a laughing manner began to tell liim how he 
Jenew that he had given orders to take him prifoncr, whereas there was 
not a perfon cxifting more devoted to his fervicc, and that he knew to 
a certainty many perfons in tlic army of Cortes would be very glad to fee 
him delivered into the hands of his excellency ; indeed he would wnturc 
to fay our whole army was of that opinion, and .is a proof of it, he af- 
fured him, that he poflclTed a letter full of abfurditics, which Cortes 
had written by the perfuafion of tUofc who wifhed to deliver*’ him up, 
and which was indeed fuch ridiculous fluff that he had been once or 
twice inclined to throw it away, but would with his permiflion now 
bring it to him. He accordingly went, as he laid, for the letter, pre- 
tending he had left it in his baggage, but in reality to call to Duero and 
others, to deHre them to be prefent. as witnefles at the delivery of it. 

Duero, in order to carry on his plan of getting an interview with 
Cortes, then propofed, that fleps fhoiild be taken to open a communi- 
cation between them and him, to which Auguflin Bermudez a fccrct 
friend of Cortes added, that Duero and Salvaticrra fhould be fent upon 
the bufinefs ; this he did knowing the character of Salvaticrra, who \va.s 
jiot at all difpofed to the expedition. It was at laft fettled, that Ducro 
Ihould wait on Cortes to invite him to a meeting; for the purpofc of ac- 
commodation 
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comniodation* and the arrangement of their future mcalures, at a place 
which lay at a convenient diilance between the quarters of the two ar- 
mies, and that there Narvaez was to feize and make him prifoncr, for 
which purpofc he prepared twenty of his foldicrs in whom he placed 
moft confidence. Intelligence of all this was immediately conveyed to 
Cortes. The reverend father remained at the quarters of Narvaez, hav- 
ing made out a rclationOiip to Salvatierra, with whom he dined every 
day. 

m' 

Our general, on firft hearing of the arrival of Narvaez, fent a fbl- 
dier who had ferved in Italy and underftood pcrfciStly the management 
of the lance, to the province of the Chinantans, who had fliortly before 
entered into alliance with us. They ufed lances much' longer than oiirs, 
with blades of fharpened ftonc. This foldier, named Barrientos, was 
fent for the purpofc of obtaining from them three hundred of their lances, 
and as there was plenty of copper in that province, he gave him direc- 
tions to get two heads made of this metal, for each lance. Thefe were 
accordingly done, being executed with fuch ingenuity that they exceed- 
ed the pattern. He alfo obtained the afilftancc of two thoufand warri- 
ors of this nation, who were to rendezvouz at our quarters, armed in 
the fame manner. Having done this he returned, with two hundred 
Indians, bringing with them the lances which he had procured for us, 
and which we found on handling to be extraordinarily good, and we 
were immediately cxercifed with them. A muftcr was alio taken of our 
army, which amounted to two hundred and fix, * including fife 
and drum, with five mounted cavaliy , two artillery men, ^^few crofs- 
bow'-men, and fewer mufqueteers. And this was the force, and fuch 
the weapons, w'ith which we marched againfi, and were to encounter 
and defeat the army of Narvaez. 

I mull recall the recolle<Stion of my reader to that part of my narra- 
tive, wherein 1 related how Andres de Duero, and the Contador dc 
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Lares, negociat^ the appointment of Cortes to the ilation of captain 
general. Alfo that- they were to make an equal partition of all the 
treafure that (hould be acquired by him, Ducto now therefore feeing 
Cortes fo wealthy, under colour to Narvaez of a treaty whereby to get 
Cortes in his power, waited on the latter, in order to obtain from him 
his fhare of the riches, for the third partner, l!)c Lares, was fometime 
dead. This Cortes not only acceded to, but moreover promifed him 
equal command with himfelf, and an equal (hare of territory 
when the conquefl of the country Ihould be cfl[e<5ted ; fo that it was 
agreed between them, together with Auguftin Bermudes, Alguazil 
major of the army of Narvaez, and many others whom 1 will not now 
name, to get rid of the command of Narvaez altogether. Cortes to 
confirm thefc, aftd bring over others, was more liberal than ever in his 
prefents, with which he loaded the two Indians of Ducro. On one of 
thefe days of intercourfe, after they had Ikxii a conlidcrablc time toge- 
ther privately, and had dined, Duero having mounted his horfe, afked 
Cortes if he had any commands for him ; to which Cortes replied, that 
he wifhal to remind him not to deviate from wWiat they had now fettled, 
for that if he did, by his confcience, which was his ufual oath, he 
would be in his quarters within three days, and that he fhould be the 
very firfl: perfon at whom he would throw his lance; and faying this, 
he bid him fxrcwell. Ducro turned off laughing, and faid that he would 
not fail. On his arrival at the quarters of Narvaez, he is fiill to have 
told him, that Cortes and all with him were ready to range themfclvcs 
under his command. 

Cortes now font for Juan Velafqucz dc Leon, a perfon of much 
confidcration, and who had always been his particular friend, though 
a near relation of the governor of Cuba, and on his coming to him told 
him, in that fmooth and perfuafivc manner that he could put on when 
ever he plcafed, “ Senior Velafqucz dc Leon, Ducro has informed me, 
** that Narvaez is anxious to fee you in his camp, and that it is report- 
•* cd if you go thither I am an undone man. Now my worthy friend 
*• mount your grey marc, put on your fanferona, (gold chain,) take with 
•* you all your valuables, and more flill, which I will give you, and 
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** and fix yourfclf with Kanacz immediately, and diftributc the gold' 
** I give you according to my dircdlions.**' Velkfquez replied, that 
he would willingly obey his ordet in every thing but one, which was 
that of taking his treafurc with him. To which Cortes anfwcred that 
he believed as much, but that he did not wiih him* to go on other terms 
than what he had mentioned. Dc Leon ilill however continued, firm 
in what he had faid, and after a fccret conference (et out for Cempoal. 
In about two hours after the departure of Vcl'afquez, Cortes ordered the 
drum to be beat to arms,' whereon our little army afiemUed, and we let 
forward ori our march. On our w'ay wc killed two wild hogs, which 
our foldicrs faid was a good omen. Wc flept all that night by the fide 
of a rivulet, according to cufiom the ground our bed and fioncs our 
pillows, and next day arrived at the river and place where the city of 
Vera Cruz is now built, but which was at that time an Indian village, 
and planted with trees. As it was about midday and the weather very 
fultry, wc repofed here for the prefcnt, being much fatigued by the 
weight of our arms aijjd lances. 

» 

Captain dc Leon arrived by day break at the town of Cempoal. 
Tlic Indians were ovcrjoyeil to fee him and circulated the news of his 
arrival, fo that 'Narvaez heard of it, and immediately thereon came out 
to embrace him. Vclalqucz having paid iiis compliments faid, that he 
only came in the hopes of making an amicable arrangement between 
him and Cortes; upon which Narvaez taking him afide, aiked him 
how he could talk of treating with any fuch traitor. Velafquez re- 
plied, that Cortes was a faithful and zealous officer of his majelly, 
and defired that no i'ueh epithet ihould be applied to him in his pre- 
Icncc. Narvaez however perfified, oftering, if he would renounce 
Cortes, to make him the fccond in command; to which Velafquez 
replied that lie fliould be unpardonable in quitting one who had done 
fo much for the Icrvice of his God and king. By this time all the 
principal officers had arrived to lalute Velafquez, who was a favorite 
amongft them, being a very polite and well bred gentleman, of a 
fine figure and perfon, and he now wore a great gold chain which 
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ma.lc two return*; over his fliouldcrs, and round his body, fo that he 
;;ave the idea of a truly "alLint foliiicr, and inipredai all who Ix'hcld 
him with rcfpc<"t. The Algu.izil Bermudez, and Andres dc Ducro, 
wilhed particularly to commurucatc with hint in private, but juft at this 
moment arrivcvl a C^iptain (»amaira, togeth.er with one Juan Yuftc, 
Juan Buono, and Salvatierra the braggart. Thefe jicrfons, iletcrmincd 
Nar\'^aez to make him prifoner, for the freedon^ wuth which he hail 
fpoken in fa^•our of Cortes, and Narvaez had in confenuence given 
privately an order for the purpofe, u hich coming to the knowledge of 
thofe alrcasly fpoken of, as liaving embarked in the intcrefts of Cortes, 
they immediately reprefented to him the impropriety of fuch a violent 
proceeding, and how impolitic it would be. Hereupon Narvaez again 
addrfllcd him in a very' friendly manner, requefting his aftlftancc to 
bring Cortes and the reft of us into their power, and invited him to dine 
\\ ith him the next day. V'elafqucz promifed aftlftancc to his deftgn, 
bur reprclenting Cortes as determined and head ftrong, he recommend- 
Cl! a divifion of the country, and that each fhouKI take ftparatc pro- 
vinces. At this lime Olnwdo getting w'ithin hearing of Vclafipicz, ami 
fpenking in tlic manner of a pcrfijn of truft, addrefting himfelf to Nar- 
vaez faid, “ lx:t your excellency order out your troops under arms, 
“ and ftiew him what your force is, that Cortes may know, and be 
“ terrifyed at it.” Narvaez agreeing to tliis, the troops were turned 
out in review order, and pciflcd by them. Vclafqucz complimenting 
Narvaez upon their number and appearance, and w'ifhing him an in- 
creafe of his power, the latter replied, faying, he believed Vclafqucz 
was now convinced how cftedlually he could have cruftied Cortes and 
all thofe with him: to which Vclafquez only anfwered that he trufted 
they knew how to ilcfend themfelves. On the next day he dined 
with Narvaez, and there was in company a nc]ihcw of the governor of 
Cuba, a captain in the army. The converfation turning on the recent 
events, this gentleman ufed very infulting language in rcfpcifl to Cortes ; 
upon which, V^elafquez riling upaddrefted himfelf to Narvaez and faid, 
“ 1 iiavT alrccidy requefted, general, that you would not permit in my 
“ prefence, difrefpcClful language of any of my friends, for vvedonot 
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“ dcfcrvc it.” But the other gentleman, on this, launching out into 
flill greater liberty with Vclafqucz hinifelf, the latter inftantly laid his 
hand on his fword, defiring Narvaez to permit him to punifh him as a 
haic liar; but the ofiicers prefent interfering prevented mifehief, anti it 
was recommended both to Vclafquez and Olmedo to quit the place. 
Velafqucz accordingly, on liis excellent grey marc, armed in his helmet 
and coat of mail which he always w’ore, and his gold chain about his 
(houlders, went to take his leave of Narvaez, who returned his falutc 
very coolly. The young man we have before fpoken of was again very 
violent, but Vclafquez gave him no other reply than fwearing by his 
beard, that he would in a few days fee what materials he was made of: 
then, taking hafty leave of thole w'ho were (landing by, he put fpurs 
to his good grey marc, and was foon out of fight, for he had got a hint 
or fufpicion that Narvaez would fend after him, and faw' fome jx;rfons 
on horfcback, apparently for the purpofe; but he w'as too well mount- 
ed for them, and reached our camp in (afety. 

We were at that time repofing by the fide of the river, after the 
fatigues of fo fultry a march, when a report came from an outpoft that 
horfemen were in fight; On their arrival, what greeting, and em- 
bracing, and joy and congratulation ! and how Cortes received them ! 
aiwl well he might, for they were eminently ferviceablc to him. We 
all got round to hear their narrative. Vclafquez told Cortes firll how 
he had executed his commiffion, and diftributed his prefents. Then our 
merry droll friar took off Narvaez w'hen he made him order out his 
troops in review, to laugh at him; and told us by what finefle he got 
him to read the letter ; and how he had perfuaded the bragging fool 
Salvatierra that he was his coufin, the one being from Olmedo, and the 
other from Burgos ; and of the ridiculous fpceches and gcflures the fel- 
low made when he was talking how he would kill Cortes, and all of 
us, for the lofs of his horfc; mimicking him to admiration. Thus 
were we all together like fo many brothers, rejoicing and laughing as if 
we had been at a wedding or a fcaft, knowing well that tomorrow 
was the day in which we were to conquer or die, oppofed to five times 
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our number. Such is the fortune of war! We then proceeded on our 
march, and halted for the nip;ht by the river and bridge which is about 
a league didant from Cempoal ; at prefent tlicre is a dairy farm at that 
place. 

After the departure of the reverend father and Juan V'elafqucz from 
the quarters of Narvaez, it feems that certain of the officers gave advice 
to him of the fecrct pra<5li< es which had been going on, and recommend- 
ed to him to be well upon his guard, as Cories had many friends 
amongft his troops. The fat Cacique alfo, who was greatly in drc:id 
of being called to account by Cortes, for having delivered up the women 
and mantles with which he had been intruded, was very vigilant in 
watching and obtaining intelligence of our motions, as he was dirc<ded 
by Narvaez to do. 

Finding that we had now approached near to Cempoal, the f.u 
Cacique thus addreded Narvaez. ** What arc you doing, and how 
“ carelcfs are you ! do you think that Malint/.in and his Teules arc cqual- 
“ ly fo? I tell you that when you lead cxpedl it he w'ill come upon 
“ you and put you all to death.” Although Narvaez laughed at this, 
he did not however rcje<5h the warning. The fird thing he in confe- 
qucncc did was, to declare war againd us with fire, fword, and free rope. 
'J'his we learned from a foldier named KJ C^allcguillo, who came over to 
us, or was fent by Andres dc Ducro to Cortes. Me then drew up his 
artillery, cavalry, and infantry, in a plain didant a quarter of a league 
from Cempoal, w’here he determined to wait for us. It happened to 
rain exceedingly heavy on that day, and as the troops of Na-vaez were* 
not accudomed to hardfliip, and moreover defpifed us, they grew red- 
lefs and uncafy in their fituation, and the captains advifed their chief 
to march them back to their quarters, which he accordingly did, form- 
ing his eighteen guns in a line, in front of the building in which he 
lodged. His officers alfo advifed, that a grand guard of forty cavalry 
fliould be poded for the night on the road of Cempoal, and that fome 
cavalry vedettes, and adlivc foot foidiers, fhould be placed to watch 
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the ford which we mufl: pafs. Twenty of the cavalry were alfo to pa- 
trolc during the whole night in and about the quarters of Narvaez. All 
this was done by the advice of his officers, who wiflicd to get back un- 
der fliclter, and who defpifed Cortes, faying it was abfurd to fuppofc 
he w'ould come to attack them widi his pitiful handful of men, and 
that if he had advanced, it was only a mere oftentation, in order to in- 
duce them to come into terms. 

When Narv'acz returned to his quarters, he promifed publicly two 
thoufand crowns to whoever killed Cortes or Qonzalode Sandoval. He 
placed as fpics at the ford, one Gonzalo Carrafeo who lives now in La 
Puebla, and another f ddier of the name of Huitado. He alfo filled his 
ow'ii quarters ^vith Seddiers armed with mufqucts, crofs-bows, and 
partizans, and did the fame by thofe of the Vccdor Salvatierra, Gamar- 
ra, and Juan Buono. 

As foon as we had arrived at the river which runs through the 
fertile meadows at about a leagues diftance from Cempoal, trufty perfons 
being feledled and fent to the outpofts, our Cortes fummoned us all, of- 
ficers and foldiers, around him, where he was on horfebaek, and earneft- 
ly enjoining lilcncc, addrefl'ed us as follows. “ Gentlemen, it is well 
** known to you that D. Vclafqucz governor of Cuba fclc6lcd me for 
** your captain general, not that your number did not contain many 
** equally worthy ; and you alfo recolledt how it was believed by us, and 
** publicly proclaimed, that we came to colonize, when in reality our 
** inftrudlions went no fiirther than to barter with the natives. You al- 
** fo recoiled: my determination to return to Cuba, in order to give an 
“ account of my miffion to him by whom 1 was entrufted with it, but 
** that by your command I w'as required to ftay and colonize in the 
** countr)'’ for his Majefty’s fcrvice, as, thanks to God, has been done, 
** and a wife determination it w'as. You alfo made me as you rc*collcd 
** your captain general, and chief magilfrate, until his Majefty’s plea- 
** furc was known, and we have in confequence rendered efTential fer- 
vicc to our God and Monarch. I muff now remind you how we 
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have written to his Majefty, giving a full account of thefe countries, 
* ‘ and retjuefting that the govcrninetit of them may not Ik bellc^wed on any 
“ unworthy perfon, and that we, fearing theclIcCl of the aits anciinflu- 
“ cnee of the Bifhop of Burgos, and of the Chivcrnor of Cuba whom he 
“ favors, had refolved to maintain his Majefty’s government and 
“ right in this countiy, until his royal mandate duly authenticated 
** fliould be produced to us, which we would then as in duty bound, 
“ obey, prollratc upon the earth. You alfo recolle<il; how we have fent 
“ thetreal'ure obtained by us to his Majerty. Now tlicrcfore, advert- 
“ ing to other matters, I mull remind you how c»fttn you have all been 
“ at the point of death in various wars and battles, how w'c have fuf- 
“ fered from flit igues, and rains, and winds, and liungcr, lleeping on 
“ our arms, on the ground and in fnow. Not to mention above fifty 
“ of our countr)'men dead, and your own wounds as yet unhealed, our 
“ lufK*rings by fea and laiul, the perils of d'abal'eo, Tlaleala, and of 
“ Cholula, where the vefTels were prepared in which we were to have 
“ been boiled, and our perilous entry into Mexico. In aiUiitJon ihere- 
“ to many of you have bc’cn on expeditious of ail venture antecedent 
“ to this, and have rifqued and lofV your properties, and now gentle- 
“ men, Narvaez comes, and maligns and afpcrlcs us with the great 
“ Montezuma, and immediately on landing proclaims war againft us, 
** with fire, fword, and rope, as if we w ere infidel Moors.” As foon 
as Cortes had concluded this he proceeded to exalt our perfons and valour 
to the fkies, and after an abundance of the mod flattering promifes he 
concluded by obferving, that Narvaez came to deprive us of our lives, 
and properties; that he had imprifoned his Majefty*s oydor, and that 
it was uncertain if he held liis command by any more than tlic favor of 
thcBifliop of Burgos. It was therefore ncccdlary, hefaid, for us, as faith- 
ful fuhjtCls, to fight in defence of his Majelly’s rights, our lives, and 
properties, and he now demanded to hear our determination. 

Our officers and foldiers all replied, that wc were ready and deter- 
mined to conqueror die; and we warned him not to fay any more about an 
accommodation, or partition of the country, for that if he did, we 
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would plunge our fwords in his body. Cortes on hearing this applauded 
our fpirit, faying, that he expedt^ no Icfs, and adding a profuHon of 
promifes, and aflliranccs that he would make us all rich and profperous. 
He then, adverting to our intended attack, eamcftly enjoined us to ob- 
/erve the ftridleft filcnce, faying, that to conquer in battle, prudence and 
filence were more ncceflary than excefs of bravery ; that he knew our ar- 
dour induced all to ftrivc who (hould be moil forward, and that it was 
neceffary to didribute us by companies, and to appoint to each his dif- 
tindl duty. Accordingly, he ordered that in the attack the fird thing to 
be done (hould be, to feize the artillery. For this duty he fcledled le- 
venty foldiers, of which number I was one, and put us under the com- 
mand of Pizarro, an active lad, whofc name however was at that time 
as little known as that of Peru. He gave us alfo further orders, that as 
foon as we were mafters of the guns, we fhould join and fupport the 
detachment which was to attack the quarters of Narvaez. This lad 
mentioned duty he adigned to Sandoval, with feventy Icicdtcd men, and 
as this captain was alfb alguazil major, he gave him a warrant to arred 
Narvaez, drawn up as follows. 


Gonzalo de Sandoval, alguazil major for his Majedy in New 
Spain. You are hereby commanded, to feize the body of Pamphilode 
Narvaez, and in cafe he makes refidance, to put him to death; the 
fame being neceflary to the fcrvicc of God, and his Majedy, whole 
officer he has imprifoned. Given under my hand, at head quarters, 

S^rcury.i 


Cortes alfo promifed to the fird Ibldier who laid his hand on Nar- 
vaez, thefumof three thouiand crowns, to the lecond, two thoufand, 
and to the third, one thouiand, as he laid, to buy gloves. He appoint- 
ed captain I. Velafqucz de Leon to feize his relation Diego Vclafquez, 
with whom he had the quarrel, and gave him a detachment of feventy 
foldiers, retaining twenty with himfelf, as a referve, to go wherever he 
law mod occalion, and more particularly to fupport the attack upon the 

quarters 



( '99 ) 

quarters of Narvaez, and Salvatierra; in a lofty temple. Having thu:^ 
arranged his troops and inllrudted his captains, he addreiled us in a few 
words, faying, he well knew that the army of Narvaez was four times 
more numerous than ours, but that they were not accuftomed to arms, 
and many of them were ill; he therefore trullcd, that, attacking them 
thus uncxpedledly, God would give the vi<i>ory to us, who were his 
faithful fervants, and that next to divine alfiflance, we were to rely on 
our own courage, and the ftrength of our arms ; that now was the hour 
of trial, and that at worft it was preferable to die with glory. 

One circumftance has ft ruck me fince, which is, that he never 
once faid or inftnuated to us that fuch or fuch perfons in the army of 
Narvaez were our friends ; and in fo doing he a(5led like a wile captain, 
making us rely entirely on our own exertions, and ufe them to the ut- 
moft, without expedting any other affiftance or fupport. Our three de- 
tachments were now formed, and the captains at the head of each, they 
and the foldiers mutually encouraging each other. Our captain, Pi- 
zarro, explained to us how we were to rufh in upon the guns w'ith our 
lances at the charge, and that immediately on getting them in our pof- 
fcftion, the artillery men who were attached to his company (hould point 
and fire them againft the quarters of Narvaez. 

What would we not have given for defenfive armour on this night 1 
A morion, a helmet, or a breaflplatc, would have fetched any money. 
Our counterfign was Spiritu fanto, Spiritu ianto. That of Narvaez was 
Santa Maria, Santa Maria. 

As Captain Sandoval and I were always intimate friends, he at this 
time called me afide, and made me promife him that after the capture 
of the guns if I remained alive, 1 would feck out and attach myielf to 
him for the reft of the engagement. Thefc things being arranged, we 
remained with empty ftomachs, leflcfting on what was before us, and 
waiting for the orders to march. I was ftationed centinel at an advan- 
ced poft, and had not been there long when a patrolc came to me, and 
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afked me if I had heard any thing.' I replied that I had not. A cor- 
poral (bon after came to our pofl and (aid that Galleguillo the deferter 
of Narvaez’s army was mi(!ii»g, and that he had come amongft vis as 
a fpy ; in confcqucncc of whic h Cortes had given orders that we (hould 
march inftantly. Accordingly we heard our drum beat, and the cap- 
tains calling over their companies. 

We joined the column, and proceeding on our march, we found 
the foldier whom we had mifled, (lecping in the road under fome man- 
tles, for the jxjor fellow not being inured to hardlhips was fatigued. We 
continued our march at a quick pace, and in profound filcncc, and foon 
arrived at the river, where we furprifed the two vedettes of the army of 
Narvaez, one of whom, by name Carrafeo, w'c made prifbner, the other 
flying before us into the town, and giving the alarm. Chi account oi 
the rain, we found the river deeper than ufual, and difficult to pafs, 
owing to the loofe (Voncs under our feet, and the weight of our arms. 
I alfo recollcdl that the foldier whom we had made prilbncr called to our 
general, ” Senior Cortes do not advance, for I fw'car that Narvaez is 
** with his whole force drawn up to receive you.” Cortes gave him 
in charge to his fecretary, Hernandez, and we proceeded, and on com- 
ing into the tow’n, heard the man who had efcaped, giving the alarm, 
and Narvaez calling to his captains to turn out. 

Our company which hc*adcd the column, charging our lances, ruffi- 
ctl on, and doling up to the guns, made ourfclvcs mafters of them 
without giving the artillery men time to put the matches to more than 
four, of which one (hot only took cfftdl, killing three of our (bldicrs. 
Our whole force now advanced with drum beating, and falling upon 
thccavalry brought dowm fix or feven of them, whilll w^e whohad got pof- 
icflion*oi the guns could not quit them, liccaufe the enemy kept up a 
heavy difdiargc of arrows and rnufquetry from the quarters of Narvaez. 
Captain de Sandoval and his company coming fcarw'ard, marched up the 
ileps of the temple, notwith(tanding that he was (loutly rc(i(lcd by the 
cnqny ,>vith miflilc weapons, mufquetry, portizans, and lances, and 

then, 
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then, we who were in chai^ of the aitffioy, perceiving tliat there was 
no longer any danger to them, left them to our gunners, and proceeded 
with Captain Pizarro to fupport the attack, of Sandoval, who had been 
forced down fix or feven of the fieps. Supported by us they again ad- 
, vanced, making the enemy give ground in their turn, and juft at that 
inftant, if I do not miftake, I heard the voice of Narvaez crying out, 
** Santa Maria aflift me, for they ‘have killed me, and ftruck out one 
** of my eyes r* On this wc all fliouted out, ** Vitftory i victory ! for the 
** E^iritu Santo! Narvaez is dead.** 

Still we could not force our way into the temple, until Martin Lo- 
pez the (hipwright, a very tall man, fet fire to the thatch of the roof, 
and the fire fpreading, forced thofe who were infide to nifti out and 
come tumbling down the ^ps. P. Sanchez Farfan was the firft who 
laid his hand on Narvaez; wc brought him prilbner to Sandoval, to- 
gether with fevcral of his captains, and continued fhouting, ** Vidlory 1 
“ Live our King and Cortes I Narvaez is dead ! ** 

During this time Cortes and the reft of our army were engaged 
with thofe of the troops of Narvaez who yet held out, in Ibmc lofty 
temples which wc now batteiicd with the artillery. As foon as 
our fliouts were underftood, and the caufi: of them, Cortes made pro- 
clamation that all who did not inftantly fubmit, add nuige themfdves 
under the ftandards of his Majefty, and the command of his officer Cor- 
tes, (hould be put to death. This however had no on thole who 
occupied the lofty temples where Diego Velafquez aiul Salvatierra were 
poft^, until Sandoval with one half of our body, and the guns, pro- 
ceeded againft them, and entering, made thole office and the people 
with them prifoners. As foon as this was done, Swdoval returned (o 
keep’ guard upon Narvaez, who was doubly ironed. We had alftriwith 
him under our care, Salvatierra, D. VeldTquez, Gamarra, JuanYufte, 
Juan Buono Vilcaino, and many other principal jpeifons. Shortly after, 
Cortes came in unobferved, fatigued, and the fweat running down his 
face; and addrelfing &ndovalj “without any congratulatioii or oonapli- 

Dd nintt 
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mentf told him tluM: it iii||K>(nWc ^.m ‘dc^^ what he had gone 
thiQUgh. Then turning ^about he cricd« ** What is become of Narvafcz ? 
•‘how is Narraez^ Sandov^ anfwcrcd, Here he isvcryfafc. Cartes then 
'** iaid» **Son Sandoval Iceep good watch on him, and the other captains.** 
After which he haftcned out to caufe proclamation to be made, that all - 
fhould.knmediately lay down their arms and. fubtnit. 

* ..t"* 

. All this poficd during the night, fliowcrs falling very frequently, 
and^<!tiite intervals the moon (hone; but juft at the moment of our at- 
'hick it was extremely dark, and rained heavily, and a snultitude of fire 
fUe^ appearing at the fame time, the foldiers of l^hyrvaez thought that 
they were.tlie lighted. matches of our murqiietry.' ,:> 

Narvaez was very badly wounded, and his eye was beaten out; he 
thereftMO. requefted that his furgeon named Maeftre Juan (hould be 
(ent for. This being done, whilft he was under the operation of hav- 
ing his eye dhdlcd,' Cortes entered the room unnoticed; but being 
foon bbftrved, Narvaez addrefting him ijud, ** Senior Captain Cortes, 
** j^pprecisne as it defies your good fortune, in having defeated and 
*.* made me prifbner.** Cortes replied that his thanks were due to God, 
and to his valiant piEoers and ibldiers, but that it was the leaft of our 
atchievoments fince our arrival in New Spain, and that for daring, he 
thought the arreft of his Majefty's officer much exceeded it. He then 
quitted the again warning. Sandoval |o keep good guard. 

I , ^ 1 

, " . , . ^ i V ^ 

We foon after broujght Narvaez and the reft of the prifbners to ano- 
ther where a guard was placed upon them compofed of our 

.moft thsfty^ihid confidential foldiers. To this duty I was appointed, and 
Sandoval bdbre he left us called, me afide, and gave me a private order 
! to permit no perfon whaler to fpeak to Nar^ez. We knew that forty 
' ^ cavalry were at aa.outphftpn the river; it was theiypore neceflary 

.^:i(nep a go^ guard until, this party, was difpofed of, left th^ fhould 
in order to refcuethiidr^c^cers. Cortes now fern to them Chrif- 
' and de Ofda8;’''ihewted on two of the horfes of Narvaez 

wlMlfi We found tied in a finall wood dole to Cempoal, with unlimited 

oilers 
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ofiers if they would come ill mnd fuhmit^ Ouf officers guided l^^one 
of Narj^aeai^s foldiers arrive at the poit of die cavalry; a(nd by^ tKdr 
pramifes and arguments won them over, ai|d diey all entered the town 
together. . 

ft 

By this time it was dear day. Cortes, feated in an arm chair, a 
mantle of orange colour thrown over his ihoulders, his arms by his fide, 
and furrounded by his officers and ibldlers, received the fidutations of 
the cavaliers who as they difinuunted came up to him to^liirs his hand. 
It was wonderful to fee the afiability, and the kindnefs with which he 
fpoke to and erist tt a ce d them, and the compliments which He made to 
them; amongfi: the number were Augufiin Bermudez, Andres de Du> 
cro, and many othqr friends of our general. Each, as he had paid his 
refpedts, tbok his leave, and went to the quarters afiigned him. Du- 
ring all this time, and even before the arrival of the cavalry, the drums, 
fifes, and timbals of the army of Narvaez never ceaied, having firuck 
up at day break in honor of Cortes, without being defired or ipoken to 
by any one of us. One of them a Negro and a comical fellow, danced 
and Ihouted for joy, crying, “ Where are the Romans who with fuch 
** fmall numbers have ever atchieved fuch a glorious vi<5bOiy?** Nor 
was it poffible to filence him or the refi, until Cortes was at lafi; obli- 
ged to order one of them to be confined. 

Our lofies on each fide on this oemfion were as follow. The cn- 

4 ' 

fign of Narvaez, named Fuertes, an Hidalgo of Seville. A captain of 
the fame army named Roxas, of Old Cafiille, and two others killed, and 
many wounded. . One alfo of the three who had antecedently deibrted 
from us to him was killed. Four of our foldiers were killed, and a 
number wounded. The fat Cacique on our approach had taken refuge 
in the quarters of Narvaez; he alfo received a wound: Cortes dfdoed 
him to his houfe, and to be there prote^ed and taken care of» ' Of the 
two others who defcited from us^ each got Hs Efodm being 

feverely wounded, and Cervames well beateq. 
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As to the iknrceSiivatMrf*^ hti ^akiiers dicliured th^ 
pitifid a fellow; nor'fo-tcnified a heir^ when he heard our drum beat; 
but when we (houted for vii^ory, and cryed that Narv^ was dead, he 
told them that he had got a pain in his (lomach, and could fight no 
more. Such was the refult of his btaiiAdos. Captain Vdafquez de 
Leon took his relation Diego Velafqiiez to hit own quaitert, where he 
had hit wounds attended to, and treated hkn with the utmoft diitinc- 
tion. ' . 

' The reinforcement of the Warriors of Chinanta, which Cortes had 
bt^ promsfed, marched in ihortly after the a^ion was over, conduifled 
by our foldier Barrientos, with great pomp and regularity, in two files, 
lanciers and archers alternately, and in this manner th^ came to the num- 
ber of one thoufand five hundred, with colours, drums, and trumpets, 
(houting, and making fuch a warlike appearance that it was glorious to 
behold. • It afforded matter of afionifhmcnt to the army of J^arvaez, for 
they appeared to be double their real number. Our general Reived 
them with infinite courtefy, and difmifTcd them with thanks and hand- 
fome prelents. 

fCbrtes how fent Francifco dc Lugo to order all the captains and 
pilotiii' of 'tlie fleet to conoe to him at Cempoal, or, in cafe they refufed, 
to^foalce thehi prifbners. He alio gave dire<51ions that the (hips fhould 
be difmantled,’ thereby cutting off all polTibility of a communication with 
‘ Cuba. Narya.ez had confined oac Baxahona, a rich man, and after- 
wards an inhabitant of Guatimala; him Cortes ordered to be immediate- 
ly^ releafisd, and kindly treated; I recoUeifb when he jiMned us he appear- 
ed in a vciy Weak and languid flate. The captains ahd pilots of the 
fleet immediately came to pay their refpedts to our general. He made 
theih taka an oath that th<^ would not Separate from him, and would 
ulMy his orders ; and he appointed oiie of them, Pedro Cavallero, his 
iiabliiliJ of the Whole fleet.’ Cortes: Warned him, that if, as heexpedt- 

he fhould immediately difmantic 
iheilft iiid^fohdthe captainai'C^v ^6t$ to ^w'head quarters. 

Having 
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Having tiuis fecuied lila pert, he turned to other matters, and or- 
dered Vekfquer de Leon with one hundred and twenty men upon 911 
expedition to Panuco. One hundred of them were foldiers who had 
come with Narvaez ; the other twenty were taken from amongft our- 
felves. This force was alfo to have two (hips with it, for the puipofe 
of extending our dlfooveries. He gave a command upon a iimilar plan 
to Dt^o de Ordas, to eftablHH a colony at Guapicualco. Qrdas waa 
alfo to (end to Jamaka for hd^fes and ftock, to eftablifli an independent 
fupply in the country, the province he went to being^ well adapted for 
breeding cattle; Cortes" commanded all the prifoners to hareleaini» cx« 
cept Narvaez, and Salvattcna, who (till complained of the pain in his 
(l^omach; He alfo ordered all the hories and arms which had been ta- 
ken from the foldiers of Narvaez to be returned to them ; this gave our 
people much difeontent, but iince the general would have it ib, we were 
obliged to fubmit, and I for my part, was obliged to furrender a good 
horfe which 1 had put in a fafe place, with a faddle and bridle, two 
fwords, three poinards, and a (liield. Hereupon Captain Alonzo de 
Avila, and alfo our Reverend Father Olmcdo, took an opportunity of 
(peaking to Cortes, and told him that they believed he had a mind to 
imitate Alexander of Maccdon, who after his army had atchieved any 
glorious a< 51 :ioR, was more generous to the vanquiihed, than to the con- 
querors ; for that it was obferved. that, all the gold and valuable prefents, 
as fall as he received them, he gave to the captains of tlic other army, 
quite appearing to forget us, which was not well done on his part, we 
having made him what he was. To this Cortes replied by proteiling, 
that he, and all he had was entirely at our fervioe, and he would 
prove it by his future condu<^ ; but that what he did w'as unavoidable 
for our common intcreft, we being fo few, and the others fo many. 
Avila in anfwcr to this ufed fome exprefTtons of rather a lofty kind, up- 
on which Cortes oblcrvcd, that whoever did not wdh to fojlovv him 
might depart, that the women in Cadiile Irred good foldii^, and 
would continue to do fo. Avila anfwei^ in a Rill more bold and 
imperious manner, and as Cortes could not lU that tiine break with him, 
he was forced .to diilimulate, knowing him to be a brave iind determi- 
ned 
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ntd man; He therefcHe pacifidi f<>r he alw^a a|i;^ 

preKetitded fome z6k of^iote^ fiait^ ^aiiul^orthi^utumt 

to eiliploy him on bufinein» onmpoit^c^ a dlftahce, u in the Ifland 
of St. Domingo, imd tdbh^ds in Old "Spain. 

Narvaes; brought with him a in the Small pox ; 

an unfortniuite importation for that donhtiy , Sbr the dilute ^read with 
inconceivable rapidity, and the Indiahs di^hy ihouiands; for not know- 
ing thfehatuie of it, they brought it to a faSd"^ iSTue by throwing them- ' 
iHves into cold water in the heat of the difordt^. 'Thua^ack was the 
ami^%f/Narvaes,‘ 'and black^ itlU the ddithof fuch ihulfitudes of un- 
fcntniniti^^ibuls, whiith' were Snit ihto the otheir ivorld, without haying 
an o|^p6fSiihity of hdng. admitted into the bofom of our holy church. 
At thli'titnei claim was made on Cortes by fuch of ntir foldicrs as had 
been in diibutt garrifons, for their (hare of the gold taken in Mexico. 
He^ as well as I irecoUedt, refeired them to a place in llaicala, defiring 
that two perfons might be (^t thither to receive it. 1 will at a future 
period relate what happened hereupon; but I muft at the pre&nt revert 
to other things. 

* . ' ‘ •'i 1 r ■ . 

• wheel of fudden turns, evil fcdlows dofely 

updn^good* ^ was oiir cafe at prefent, our late fuccefies being contrafi;. 
cd ' indancholy news from Mexico. We now received intdligence 
fcy:49^refs from that dty, whereby wc were informed, that an infurrec- 
cioin broken out, and that Alvarado was befieged in his quarters, 
which they had (ct on fire, having killed feven of his men, and'wound- 
ed mahy j for w^fich reafon he e^ called for fuccour and 

fupport. Wl^ we reedyed this neivs, God knoWs how it afflided us 1 
We fet but mareSufe for Mexico* leaving Narvaez and Salvati- 

eni prifoibe^. lfi ViHai l^ica, under die ciifiody^ of Rodorigo^R^ who 

Sdibi^htid dirciftioris td to take care of the in- 

^ ready to 

lirom the OOim of Montezuma, 

when 
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when dancing rpleffip :€€ftji«>d ^tn ^nor of their gods, which he 
had permitted them to luidd^ whereby, in theirHOwn defence they had been 
forced to kill (even' of his foldiers. Cortes replied to them in terms not 
the moil pkaiing, faying he would foon be at Mexico, and put all in 
proper regulation ; with which anfwer they returned, very little indeed 
to the f^is|a(flion of Montezuma who fdt the infult ftrongly, many of 
the native being killed. 

In coniequenoe of this intelligence, the detachments wete counter* 
manded, and, Cortes exhorted the troops of Narvaez to^ forget pad ani> 
znolities, and not to lofe this opportunity of ferving his Majdly and 
themielves, expofing to their view the riches th^ would acquire, fo 
that they one and all declared their readinefs to proceed to Mexico, a re* 
folution they never would have taken, if they had known the force 
of that city. By very .long marches we arrived at Tlafcala, where we 
learned that until the tmle that Montezuma and the Mexicans got in- 
telligence of the defeat of Narvaez, they had never ccaied making attacks 
upon Alvarado; but when they heard of our fuccefsthey deiiiled, leav- 
ing the Spaniards greatly fatigued and diftrefled, by their continual ex- 
ertions and want of water and provifions. This information was con- 
v^ed by two Indian meflengers who arrived at the moment we entered 
Tlafcala. Here Cortes made an infpeiSIion of our army, which now 
amounted to one thoufand three hundred men, nearly one hundred of 
Whom were cavalry, and one hundred and lixty were crofsbow-men and 
mufqueteers. Two thoufand warriors of the Tlafcalans having joined 
us, we purfued our route by long marches to Teicuco, where we were 
very ill reeved, and every thing bore the appearance^of difafiedtiem. 

On St. John's day in. the month of June one thoufimd five hundred 
and twenty, we arrived in the City of Mexico, nixing with a reception 
very difierent from our fohner one, for none the nobility or chiefs of 
our acquaintance could be recognifed, and the'eity feemed to be totally 
depopulated. When we entered our quarters, hffontezuma came to em- 
brace Cortes, and wiih him joy of his viAory, i>i}t the general would 

neither 



( aoli ) 

ft 

ndther nor i^tiied very jneian*- 

choly; to his apaitiivbir.7^i 0»it^ the circumftuices 

of fite commotion, which cfvidentljr was not approved or v inftigatedL by 
Montezuma. Indeed if liitp}iad thought fit to aft a^irdt our party, 
they could all'*iiavc been defiroyed, as eal^ at fiwen of thfcm. By what 
Alvarado told Cortes it appeared, that a niunber of Indians, enraged at 
the detddibin df Montezuma; iad the'ibre^Sdh of the crucifix m their tern* 
pie, ahd by this order of theif g(^ -iaid, had^gohe thither to 

puU but to their infinite afiionifhibpcdl, ’fijliod jditheir firength 

utterly "unable to move it. This being reprefizited to Mon^uma^ he 
dtdited no attempt of the kind Ihould be made again; Alvarado added 
for his own oxciilj^on, tW the attack was naade upon him by the 
friends and Aibj^s of Montezuma, til order, to liberate their monarch, 
at the tithe that tlicy believed Narvaez liad defiroyed Cortes and his ar- 
my, Cortes now afked Alvarado for what rc a^ jb he fell iipoii the Mex- 
icans, while they were dancing and holding a^^iVal in honour of their 
gods. . To this Alvarado replied, that it '"was in order to be beforehand 
with them, having had intelligence of their hofiile iiitentions againft 
him from two of their own nobility and a prieft. Cortes then aiked him 
if it was true that they had riequclled permiflion of him to hold their fef- 
tiiia], and the other hereupon replied that it was ib, and that it was in 
ordc^ ilo take them by furprife, and to punifh and terrify them, fo as to 
pv^^nit their making war upon the Spaniards, that he had. determined 
to fyll pn them by anticipation. At hearing this avowal Cortes was 
higbfy. enraged j he cenfured the conduft of Alvarado in the Ibrongeit 
terms, and in this temper left him. 

■jr ■ ■ 

^varadp farther fyid, that^bne ^me wheivhe was attacked by the 
Mexicans, he.tii^voured to fire off one of his guns, and coiild not get the 
priming m tight; but fomctime'aftinr, when they were in very great dan- 
^xpc<!ied.a&.to hay^ ^ the piece went of itfelf, 

al^-trtade fuch havcick amongifi the enemy that they, were completely 
di^y^ Ib^k, arid the'1Spa^iard|s.|hu$ miraetd faved. I heard feve- 
ral etfi^ ibldicrs alfo mention this it was alfo fiud^ by Alvara- 

do 
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do only, that when the garrifon was in great want of water, they Tank 
a pit in the court, and immediately a fpring of the fwcctcll water broke 
forth. I can declare, to my own knowledge, that there was a fpring 
in the city which very frequently threw up water tolerably frefli. 
C»lory to Gotl for all his mercies ! 

Some fay that it was avarice tempted Alvarailo to make this attack, 
in order to pillage the Indians of the golden ornamertts which they wore 
at their feftival. I never heanl any jult reafons for the aflertion, nor 
do I Ixrlieve any fuch thing, although it is fo reprefented by Fra Bar- 
tholomc de las Cafas ; but for my part I am convinccil, that his inten- 
tion in falling on them at that time was, in order to ftrike terror into 
them, and prevent their infurredtion, according to the fiying, that, the 
lirll attack is half the battle. A very had plan as appeared by the rel'ult, 
and it is certain, that after the aftair at the temple, Montc/uma did 
moll earncftly defire that they fiiould iK)t attack our people, but the 
Mexicans w^av fo enraged that they could not be refiraineil. 

Cortes during our march hail expatiated tii the new comers upon 
the power and influence he poflefled, and the refpedl with which he was 
treated in Mexico, and had filled their minds and heightened their cx- 
pcdlations, with promiles and golden hopes. When on his return there- 
fore he experienced the coldncfs and negligence of his reception in Tez- 
cuco, and equal appearances thereof in Mexico, he grew very peevilh 
and irritable; and the officers of Montezuma coming to wait upon him, 
exprefling the wilh of their Sovereign to fee him, Ci^rtcs angrily cx- 
claimcil, Away with him! The dog! why does he negledl to fupply 
“ us.” When the captains De Leon, De Oli, and De Lugo, heard this 
cxprelfion, they intreated him to be moileratc, and reminded him of the 
former kindnefs and gencrofity of the King. But this Teemed to irritate 
Cortes the more, confidering it a kind of cenfure, and he indignantly 
laid. “ What compliment am 1 under to a dog who treated fccretly with 
“ Narvaez, and as we fee negleiits to fend provifions?” This the cap- 
tains admitted ought to be done; and Cortes, confident in the great rein- 
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ibrcenient of numbers he had obtained, continued a haughty demeanour, 
lie in this manner now addrcllcd tlie noblemen fent to him by Mon- 
tezuma, bidding them tell their mafter, immediately to caufe markets 
to be held and provifions fupplied, and to beware of the confcqucnccs 
of ncglcdl:. Thefe lords very well undcrflood the purport of the inju- 
rious exprelTions which he had ufed, and on their return informed the 
King of what had palTed. Whether it was from rage at the ftory told 
by them, or the confcquence of a preconcerted plan to fall upon us, with- 
in a quarter of an hour after, a foldicr entered our quarters, wounded 
dangerouHy, and in great hurry, and told us that the whole people were 
in arms. This man had been fent by Cortes to bring to our quarters 
fomc Indian ladies, and amongft them the daughter of Montezuma, 
whom Cortes, when he marched againfl Narvaez, had left in tlic care 
of their relation the Prince of Tacuba. He was on his return with them 
when he was attacked by the people who were adcmblcd in great num- 
bers, had broken a bridge upon the caufeway of Tacuba, and had once 
had him in their hands and were hurrying him into a canoe to carry 
him off for liicrificc, but that he extricated hirnfclf from them, with two 
dangerous wounds. 

Cortes immediately on receiving the intelligence ordered out a par- 
ry of four hundred men, under the command of Captain dc Ordaz, to 
go and fee what foundation there was for the account given by the fol- 
dier, and to endeavor if polTible to pacify the minds of the people. De 
Ordaz had hardly proceeded the length of half a ftreet, when he was 
attacked by immenfe numbers of Mexicans in* the ftreets, and on the 
terraces of the houfes, who by their firft difeharge killed eight foldiers 
on the fpot, wounded moft of the reft, and De Ordaz him/elf in three 
places. Finding it therefore impoflible to proceed, he retreated flowly to 
our quarters, in doing which he loft another good foldier named Lez- 
caoo, who with a two handed fword had performed many feats of great 
force and valour. Our quarters had been attacked by multitudes at the 
lame moment ; they poured in fuch difeharges of miHilc weapons upon 
us there that they immediately wounded upwards of forty fix, twelve of 
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whom afterwards died. The ftreets were fo crowded, that Dc Ordas 
when he endeavored to reach us could not proceed, and was incelTIintly 
attacked in front, in rear, and from the roofs of the houles. Ncitlier 
our fire arms, nor our good fighting could prevent the enemy from clo- 
fing in upon us for a length of time; however De Orda?: at lall forced 
his way back, with the lofs of twenty three men. The enemy flillcon-' 
tinned their attacks, but all we had hitherto fuffered was nothing to that 
which fucccciicd. They let fire to various parts of the buildings which 
we occupied, thinking to bum us alive, or fVifle us with the fmokc; 
and we W'crc obliged to flop it by tearing down the building, or by 
throwing earth upon it. All the courts and open fpaccs of our quar- 
ters w'erc covered with their'arrow's and miflllc w’capons, and in rc|>elling 
their attacks, repairing the breaches which they had made in the walls, 
drefling our wounds, and preparing for enfuing cngagcnK-nts, we pafTed 
that day and night. 

As foon as the next morning dawned we Tallied out wirli our w hole 
force upon the enemy, being deterntined il we could not conc|ucr, to 
make them fear us. The Mexicans came to meet us with tlieir whole 
force, and both parties fought delpcratcly ; but as the numlxTS of our 
opponents were fo immenfe, and as they conftantly brought up frcfli 
troops, even if we had been ten thoufand Hedtors of Troy, and as ma- 
ny Roldans, "WC could not have beaten them off; nor can I give any idea 
of the defperation of this battle; for though in every charge we made 
upon them w'e brought down thirty and even forty, it was of no avail ; 
tlicy came on even with more fpirit than at firft, nor could wx*, by our 
cannon or fire arms, make any imprcflion on them. If at any time they 
appeared to give ground it was only to draw us from our quarters, in 
order to enfurc our deftru^tion. Then the ffoncs and darts thrown on us 
from the terraces of the houfes were intolerable. But I deferibe it faint- 
ly; for fomc of our foldicrs who had been in Italy fworc, that neither 
amongft Chriftians nor Turks, nor the jg-tillcry ojf the King of France, 
had they ever feen fuch defperation as was manifefted in the attacks of 
thofe Indians. We were at length forced to retreat to our quarters, 
which we reached with great difficulty. 
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On this day wc loft ten or twelve foldiers, and all of us who came 
back were fcvcrcly wounded. From the period of our return W'c were 
occupied in making preparation for a general fally on the next day but 
one, with four military machines conftruiflcd of very ftrong timber, in 
the f<Jrm of towers, and each capable of containing twenty five men un- 
der cover, with port holes for the artiller}' and alfo for the mufquetiers 
and crofsbow'-mcn . This work occupied us for the fpacc of one day, 
except that we were obliged likewife to repair the breaches made in our 
walls, and refill thofe w ho attempted to fcalc them in twenty different 
places at the fame time. They continued their reviling language faying, 
that the voracious animals of their temples had now’ been kept two days 
falling, in order to devour us at the period wliich w’as fpeedily approach- 
ing, w'hen they were to facrificc us to their gods ; that bur allies w’erc 
to be put up in cages to fatten, and that they would foon repolfefs our 
ill acquired treafurc. At other times they plaintively called to us to give 
them their king, ami during the night w'e w’ere conllantly annoyed by 
fliowcrs of arrows, which they accompanied with Ihouts and W'hill- 
lings. 

At day break on the enfuing morning, after recommending our- 
Iclves to God, we fallied out with our turrets, which as well as I recol- 
le<5l w’cre called burros or mantas, in other places where I have lecn 
them, with fomc of our mufquctry and crofs-bows in front, and our 
cavalry occafionally charging. The enemy this day Ihew’ed themfclves 
more determined than ever, and we were equally rcfolved to force our 
way to the great temple, although it Ihould coll the life of every man 
of us ; we therefore advanced w'ith our turrets in that diie<5lion. I will 
not detail the defperate battle which w’c had with the enemy in a very 
flrong houfe, nor how their arrows wounded our horfes, notwithlland- 
ing their armour, and if at any time the horfemen attempted to purfue 
the Mexicans, the latter threw tliemfelvcs into the canals, and others 
fallied out upon oyr people and mallacred them with large lances. 


As to fetting fire to the buildings, or tearing them down, it was 
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utterly in vain to attempt; they all flood in the water, and only com- 
municating by draw bridges, it was too dangerous to attempt to reach 
them by Iwimming, for they fiiowcred floncs from their llings,* and 
mafles of cut Hone taken from the buildings, - upon our heads, from the 
terraces of the houfes. Whenever we attempted to fet fire to a houfe, 
it was an entire day before it took and when it did, the flames 

could not fpread to others, as they were feparated from it by the water, 
and alfo becaufe the roofs of them were terraced. 

* 

Wc at length arrived at the great temple, and immediately and in- 
ftantly, above four thoufand Mexicans ruflied up into it, without in- 
t hiding in that number other bodies who occupied it before, and defend- 
ed it againfl us with lances, ftones, and darts. They thus prevented 
our afeending for fome time, neither turrets, nor mufquetrv, nor cavalry 
availing, for although the latter boiiy feveral times attempted to charge, 
the ftone pavement of the courts of the temple was fo fmooth, that the 
horfes could not keep their feet, and fell. From the fleps of the great 
temple they oppofed us in front, and wc were attacked by fiich num- 
bers on both fldes, that although our guns fvvept t)ft’ ten t^r fifteen of 
them at each difeharge, and that in each attack of our infantry wc kil- 
led many with our fwords, tlicir numbers were fuch that we could not 
make any efledlual impreflion, or afeend the fleps. We were then for- 
ced to abandon our turrets, which the enemy had deflroyed, and with 
great concert, making an effort without them, we forced our way up. 
Here Cortes (hewed himfclf the man that he really was. What a defpe- 
rate engagement we then had!* every man of us was covered with blooti, 
and above forty dead upon the fpot. It was Gods w ill that wc fliouK! 
at length reach the place where wc had put up the image of our l aidy, 
but when wc came there it was not to be found, and it feerns that Moji- 
tczi. ma, actuated either by fear or by devotion, had caufed it to be re- 
moved We fet fire to the building, and burned a part of the temple f<i 
the gods Huitzilopochtli and Tczcatcpuco. Here our Tlafcalan allies 
ferved us cflentially. While thus engaged, fome fetting the temple on 
fire, others fighting, above three thoufand noble Mexicans with their 
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priefls were about us, and attacking us, drove us down (ix and even 
ten of the Aqps, while others who were in the corridores, or within fide 
thcvailings and concavities of the great temple, fhot fuch clouds of ar- 
rows at us that we could not maintain our ground, when thus attacked 
from every part. We therefore began our retreat, every man of us be- 
ing wounded, and forty fix left dead upon the fpot. We were purfuetl 
with a violence and defperation which is not in my power to deferibe, 
nor in that of any one to form an idea of who did not lee it. During 
all this timealfo other bodies of the Mexicans had been continually attack- 
ing our quarters, and endeavoring to fet fire to them. In this battle,' w^e 
made prifoners two of the principal priefts. I have often feen this en- 
gagement reprefented in the paintings of the natives, both of Mexico 
and Tlalcala, and our alcent into the great temple. In thelc our party 
is reprefented with many dead, and all wounded. The letting fire to the 
temple when fo many warriors were defending it in the corridores, rail- 
ings, and concavities, and other bodies of them on tlic plain ground, and 
filling the courts, and on the fides, and our turrets demolilhed, is con- 
fidired by them as a moll heroic atSlion. 

With great difliculty we reached our quarters, which we found 
the enemy almoft in pofleflion of, as they had beaten down a part of 
the walls ; but they defified in a great meafurc from their attacks on our 
arrival, fiill throwing in upon us how’cver fliowers of arrows, darts, and 
Hones. The night was employed by us in repairing the breaches, in 
drclling our wounds, burying our dead, and confulting upon our future 
meafures. No gleam of hope could be now rationally formt*d by us, 
and we were utterly funk in defpair. Thofe who had come with Nar- 
vae* fliowercd ma1edi(5tions upon Cortes, nor did they forget Velafquez 
by whom they had been induced to quit their comfortable and peaceable 
habitations in .the illand of Cuba. It was determined to try if we could 
not procure from the enemy a cefiation of hoftilities, on condition of our 
quitting the city j but at day break they allembled round our quarters 
and attacked them with greater fury than ever, nor could our fire arms 
repel them, although they did confiderable execution. 
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Cortes perceiving how defperate our fituation was, dctcmilncil 
that Montezuma Oiould addrefs his fulijc<5ls from a terrace, and dcHre 
them to defift from their attacks, with an oftcr from us to evacuate 
Mexico. He accordingly fent to the King to defire him to do fo. 
When this was made known to Montezuma, he burfl: out into violent 
exprelTions of grief faying, *’ What docs he want of me now ? 1 neither 
“ defire to hear him, nor to live any longer, fince my unhappy fate 
has reduced me to this fituation on his account.” He therefore dif- 
mifl^ thofc fent to him with a refufal, adding as it is faid, that he 
wifhed not to be troubled any more with the falfe words and promifes 
of Cortes. Upon this the Reverend Father Fray Dartholomc and Chrif- 
toval de Oli w'ent to him, and addreficd hin> with the mofl aftedtionate 
and perfuafivc language, to induce him to appear, to whic h he Rpli- 
ed, tliat he did not believe that his doing fo would be of any avail, that 
the people had alrejidy cledted another fbvereign, and were determined 
never lo permit one of us to quit the city alive. The enemy continued 
their attacks, and Montezuma was at length pcr/iiaded. He accord- 
ingly came, and flood at the railing of a terraced roof, attended by many 
of our foldiers, and addrefled the people below him, requefling, in very 
afledlionate language, a cefTation of hoflilitics, in order that we might 
quit the city. The chiefs and nobility, as foon as they jH:rceivcd him 
coming forward, called to their troops to dcfifl and be filent, and four 
of them approached, fo as to be heard and fpoken to by Montezuma. 
They then addrefled him, lamenting the misfortunes of Inm, his chil- 
dren, and family, and alfo told him that they had railed Coadlavaca 
Prince of Iztapalapa to the throne, adding, that the war was drawing to 
a conclufion, and that they had promifed to tlicir gods never to dcfifl 
but with the total dellrudlion of the Spaniards; that they every day 
offered up prayers for his pcrfonal fafety, and as foon as they had refeu- 
ed him out of our hands, they would vencnitc him as before, and trufl- 
cd that he would pardon them. 

As they concluded their addrefs, a fliow cr of arrows and flones fell 
about the fpot where Montezuma Rood, from which the Spaniards, in- 
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tcrpofing their bucklers, protected the King; but cxpc<5ling that while 
fpcaking to his people they would not make another attack, they un- 
guarded him for an inftant, and juft then three ftoncs and an arrow 
ftruck him in the head, arm, and leg. 

The King when thus wounded refuied all aftiftance, and we W’crc 
uncxpedledly informed of his death. Cortes and our captains wept for 
him, and he was lamented by them and all the foldicrs who had known 
him, as if he had been their father; nor is it to be wondered at, con- 
fidering how gootl he was. It was faid that he had reigned fcvcntcen 
years, and that he was the beft King Mexico had ever been governed 
by. It was alfo (aid that he had fought and conquered in three occa- 
lions that he had been defied to the field, in the progrefs of fubjugating 
different ftates to his dominion. 

All the endeavors of our Reverend Father Fray Bartholome, could 
not prevail on the King to embrace our faith, when he was told that 
his wounds were mortal, nor could he be induced to have them attended 
to. After the death of Montezuma, Cortes fent two prifoners, a noble- 
man and a prieft, to inform the new fovereign, Coadlavaca, and his: 
chiefs, of the event, and how it hail happened by the hands of his own 
lubjedls. He dircdled them to exprefs our grief on the occallon, and 
our widi that he (hould be interred with the refpedt due to fo great a 
monarch. Cortes farther ligniHed to them, that he did not admit or 
acknowledge the right of the I'ovcrcign that they had chofen, but that the 
throne fliould be filled either by a fon of the great Montezuma, or his 
coufin wdio was with us in our quarters. Alfo, that we defired unmo- 
leftcd egrefs from the city, on condition of our committing no more aifts 
of hoftility by fire or fword. Cortes then caufed the body of the King 
to be borne out by fix noblemen, attended by moft of the priefts whom 
we had taken prifoners, and expofed it to public view. He alfo defired 
them to obey the laft injundtions of Montezuma, and to deliver his 
body to the Mexican chiefs. Thefe noblemen accordingly related the 
circumftanccs of the King’s death to Coadlavaca, and we could hear 
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thce3telainatioii&'0f|MiMip4ikht)M^^ txpitHed at the' ^6^ df 
his ' Th^ q^lu^ v<fith the gital^ vio^ 

l<;i|^>«lvl thiejrtBildi 'ttt that n^itlUfi^ltlve fpace df two days (hd0|l 
pay ^th our lives the death of their * klhg, ihd the cUihoiti>r^4if''<¥ltii!r 
gods, laying that thqr h«l cho&n whom'we could fior de« 

cetve, .ae we had ddfie thegocx^Me&lli^^ 

In cpnieqtieiMl dfthe fituadoti Cot^ 

determined to>i|glce bit .thb' enfuing hHiitSh' 

towards that pirt'of the dty which cbh^ned man^'hdhflh’JiVhdt oirthe 
firm gmund, "theie. to dd dSHiStts hijhxy 'we could, aAd^tMIcfnlii^^idiy 
taking advant^ of tl^^C!aiiftWa)^'>ihoidd^r^ thehhemj^ down^ which 
he hoped wouId’1fnaliBl^}tem^hed%p hoftility, and inducd'lfchem to Come 
into terms. We accordingly made our laHy, and'proceeded td* that part 
of the city, where, notwithihuiding the refiihmce and inodlant attacks 
of the enarty, we burned about twenty houl^, approaching very near 
the firm grounds but whatever injury we did thbm was dearly paid for 
by the lofs of twen^ foldiers killed, tior Could wc get poflelHon of a 
finglc bridge, all of them being partly brokcii, and the enemy had alio 
made bamicades and parapets to obftru€t the cavalry, in every part ‘where 
they expected ^ be able to adt. Thus our difficulties and troubles ln<* 
creafed Upon us. This £Uly 1 recoiled took place on a thurfday ; San- 
doval and many otlm good cavalry men were prefent at it; but thofe of 
Narvaez not being uied to fervice, were timorous in cotnparifdn to our 
veterans. , 

As our numbers diminilhed dvery day, whilfl“thorc df tbb enemy 
increaied, as alfo did the fury of their attacks <iatthilb"iame timethd Wc 
from our wounds were lefs able to make iefiftii^; ''QtUr powder being 
almoif exhauifed, our proviiions and water intSr6ept^;^^ur^ fdei^ ^ 
good Montezuma dead, and bur propoialr f<4r pmee rejeded/ ^.bridg- 
es by which We woe to reties brdeen down, 'ah^ in fine, death before 
our eyes in every diredtoii; determined by Cortes anrf all of the 
officers and foldiers, to quit she cit)^ during the night,, as we hoped at 
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that time to find the enemy 'left alert. In order, to.put tlicm the more 
off their guard, we fimt a meflage by a chief .prieff, informing them, 
that if we were permitted to quit the city unmolefted within the fpace 
of eight* days, we would furrender all the gold which w'as in our pof- 
fcfTion. 

.j- 

There was with us a fbldieiir named Botcllo, of rofpccftable demmn- 
our, who fpoke latin, had been at Rome, and was laid to be a necro« 
mancef; fome faid he had a familiar, and others c^ed^him an affrolo- 
gcr. This Botello had difeovered by his^figurcs and aftrologies, and had 
predicted foiir days before, that if we did not quit Mexico on this night, 
riot one of us fhould ever go out of it. alive. He. had alfb foretold that 
Cortes fhould undergo great involutions of fortune, be deprived of his 
property, and honours, and afterwards rife to a greater ftate than ever; 
with many other things of this kind. 

Orders were now given to make a portable bridge of very ftrong 
timber, to be thrown over the canals where the enemy had broken down 
the bridges, and for conveying, guarding, and placing this, were af- 
figned, one hundred and fifty of our foldiers and four hundred of the 
allies. The advanced guard wis compofed of Sandoval, Azevido cl Pu- 
lido, F. dc Lugo, D. dc Ordas, A. de Tapia, and eight more captains 
ofthofc who aunc with Narvaez, having under them one hundred 
picked foldiers, of the youngeft and moff aftivc. The rear guard was 
compofed of one hundred foldiers, mollly thofe of Narvaez, and many 
cavalry; under the command of Alvarado and Velafquez de Leon. The 
prifoners, with Donna Marina and Donna Luifa, were put under the 
care of thirty foldiers aiid three hundred Tlafadans ; and Cortes, with 
A . de Avila, C. dc Oil, Bernardino Vafqucz de Tapia and other offi- 
cers, with^fty foldiers, compofed a relervc, to a£t wherever occaflon 
fhould require. 

By the time that all this was ar^ged night drew on. Cortes then 
ordered all the gold which was in his apartment to be brought to the 
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great faloon, which l^eing donic» he deiired the ofRccrs of his Majdly* 
A. de Avila and Conzalo Mexia, to take his due, in their 

charge, 'allij^ning to them for the conveyance of it eiglit lame or wound- 
ed horfes, and upwards of eighty llafcalans. Upon thefc were loiulcd 
as much as they could cany of the gold which had been run into large 
bars, and much more remained heaped up 'in the faloon. Cortes then 
called to his Icciretary Hernandez and ' other royal notaries and laid, 
** Bear witnefs that I can be no longer refponfiblc for this gold; here is 
** to the value of 'above fix hundred thoufand crowns, 1 can fecurc no 
** more than what is already packed ; let every foldier take what he will, 
** better fo than that it fiiould remain for thofe dogs of Mexicans.** As 
foon as he had faid this, many ibldiers of thofe of Narvaez^ and alfo 
fomc of ours fell to work, and loaded thcmfelvcs with trcafurc; I never 
was avaricious, and now thought more of faving my life which was in 
much danger ; however when the opportunity thus ofiered, I did not 
omit feizing out of a calkct, four calchihuis, thole precious Ifoncs lb 
highly efteemed amongfi: the Indians j and although Cortes onicred the 
calket and its contents to be taken care of by his major domo, I lucki- 
ly fecured thefc jewels in time, an<.l afterwards found them of infinite 
advantage as a refource againll famine. 

A little before midnight the detachment which took charge of the 
portable bridge fet out upon its march, and arriving at the firft canal or 
aperture of water, it was thrown acrofs. The night was dark and mif- 
ty, and it began to rain. The bridge being fixed, the baggage, artillery, 
and fome of the cavalry palled over it, as alfo tlic Tlafcalans with the 
gold. Sandoval and thole with him palled, all'o Cortes and his party 
after the firft, and many other foldicrs. At this moment the trumpets 
and Ihouts of the enemy were heard, and the alarm was given by them, 
crying out, ** Taltclulco, Taltelulco, out with your canoes ! the Tculcs 
** are going, attack them at the bridges.** In an inftant the enemy 
were upon us by land, and the lake and canals were coverctl with canoes- 
They immediately flew to the bridges, and fell on us there, fo tliat they 
intirely intercepted our line of march. As misfortunes do not come 
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iingic, it alio rained fo heavily tHat feme of thc ItorTcs were tcrrifyeil, 
and .growing reftive fclMnto the water, and the bridge was broken tti at 
the fame time. Tlie enemy attacked its here now with xodoubkd 
fury, and our foklicrs making a flout refiflance, the apertunf of water 
was foon filled with the dead and dyimg tnenrand horfes, and thofe who 
were ftruggling to cfcapc, all heaped togesther, with artillciy, packs, and 
bales»«if baggage, and diole wKb^ carried tltt^. Matljir were drowned 
here, ' aiid nrtany put into the canoes and carried off foi< lacrificc. It was 
dreadful to hear the cries of the imfortunatc fuffi:rer8|'v<citltng ^^for afiif- 
tance and invoking the Holy Virgin or St. Jago, while others who 
efi&ped by fwimming, or by clambering upon the chefis, bales of bag- 
gage, anddead bodies, eamei^ly b^ged for help to get up to the caufe- 
way. «Mismy who on tlieir reaching the ground thought themfelves (afe, 
were there fehced or knocked in the head with clubs. 

• 

Away went whatCN'er regularity had been in the march at firft ; for 
Cortes and the captains and foldiers who were mounted clapt fpurs to 
their horfes and galloppcd ‘off, along the caufeway ; nor can I blame 
them, for the cavalry could do nothing againfl the enemy, of any.efifedl ; 
for when th^ attacked theih, the latter threw thcmlclves into the wa- 
t«f on eai:h^;fi^ the caufeway, and others from the h'oufes with arrows, or 
on the ground with large lances, killed the horfes. It is evident we could 
snake no battle with them in the water, and without powder, and in the 
night, what clfe could we do than what we did; which was, to join 
in bodies of thirty or forty foldiers, and when the Indians clofed upon 
us, to drive them off with a few cuts and thruffs of our fwords, and then 
burry on, to get over the caufeway as foon as we Could. As to waiting 
for one another, that woijild have lofl us all ; and had it happened in 
the day time, things would have been cvci^ woiie with us. The elcape 
of fuch as were fortunate enough to efie<^ it, was owing to Gods mer- 
cy, who gave us force to do ib; for the very fight the number of the 
enemy who furrounded us, and carried off our ctmipanions in their ca- 
noes to facrificc, was terrible. About fifty of us, foldiers of Cortes, 
and fome of thofe of Narvaez, W'ent together in a body, by the caufe- 
way; 
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WAy; every now And thdfi parties of Indians came up, callinir us Lui- 
lones, a term of reprd&ch^ and t^^tempting to feize us, and we, wHen 
thgr came within our reach, facing about, repelling them wifli a few 
thrufVs of our fwords, and then hurrying on. Thus we proceeded, un- 
til we reached the firm ground nea^ Tacuba, where Cortes,' Sandoval, 
£>c OH, Silcedo, Dominguez, Lares; d&valry, with 

fuch of the infa^ltry foldim as had crofRid the bridge before it was dip* 
fVroyed, were already arrived. When we came near them, wc heard the 
voices of Sandoval, De Oli, and De Morla, calling to Cortes who was 
riding at their head, dhat he (hould ttttn about, and':*aflift thofc who 
were coming along the caufeway, and who complained that he had 
abandoned them. Cortes replied .tjhat thofc who had efcaped owed it to 
a miracle, and if they returned to the bridges aU would lofc their lives. 
Notvvithflanding, he, with ten or twelve of the cavalry and fomcbfthe 
infantry who had cfcaped unhurt countermarch^, and proceeded along 
the caufeway ; they had gone however but a very fhort diflanbc when 
they met P. dc Alvarado with his lance in his hand, liadly wounded, 
and on foot, for his chefnut mare had been killed; he had with him 
three of our foldiers, and four of thofc of Narvaez, all badly wounded, 
and eight Tlafcalahs covered with blood. While Cortes proceeded along 
the caufeway, we repofed in the enclofcd courts hard by Tacuba. Mef* 
fengers had already been font out from the city of Mexico, to call the 
people of Tacuba, Ezcapuzalco, and Tcncyuca together, in order to in- 
tercept us. In confcqucncc they now began to furround and harrafs us 
with arrows, and ftoncs, and to attack us with lances headed with 
the fwords which had fallen into their hands on the preceding night. 
Wc made foirip attacks upon them, and defended ourfclvcs as well as 
wc could. 

To revert to Cortes and his companions, when they learniM from Al- 
varado that th<y were not to expert to fee any more of our foldiers, the 
tears ran from thei||^eye$, for Alvarado liad with him in the rear guard, . 
Velafquez de Leon^ with above twenty more of the cavalry, and up- 
wards of one hundred infantry. ■ On enquiry Cortes was told that thqr 

were 



( 22a ) 

were all dead, to thc mmibclr of one hundred and fifty^ and more. Al- 
varado alfo told them that after thfe horfes had be<Sh killed, about eighty 
ailfemblcS io a body and palled the %rff aperture, upon tlu ..lead b^ies 
and heaps of higgage*} I do not perfc€Hy rccolIe<51: if he fUivl that he paf- 
fed upon fhe dead bodies, for we vhwe more attentive to what he related 
to Cortes olPthe deaths of J.i Velaiqucz and abovj two hundred more 
CompanionB,' thofe of Narvaez included, who wre w ith him, and who 
weire killed at that canal. He alfo laid that at the other bridge God’s 
mercy faved them, and that the whole of the caufeway Was full of the 
enemy. 

As to that fatal bridge which is called he leap of Alvarado, I fay 
that no foldier thought. of looking whether lie leaped, much or little, 
for vft had enough to do to five our ow’u lives. Jt muft however have 
been as he ftated when lie met Cortes, that he palled it upon the dead 
bodies and baggage, for if he had attempted to hiftain himfelf upon his 
lance, the water would have been, too deep for him to have reached the 
bottom of itj and the aperture W'as too wide, and the fidcs too high for 
him to have leaped, let him have liecn ever fo a<^ive. P'or my part 
1 aver that he could not have leaped it in any manner, for in about a year 
after, when we invelled Mexico, 1 was engaged witli the enemy on 
that which is now called the bridge of the leap of Alvarado, for they 
had ’there inadc brcallworks and barricades ; and we many times conver- 
fed upon the fubje<5t at the fpot, and all of us agreed that it could Hot 
have happened. But as fome will infill upon the reality of it 1 repeat it 
again, it coukl not have been done, and let thofe who wilh to afccrtaiii 
it view the place; the bridge is tlicrc, and the depth of the w’atcr will 
prove no lance could reafeht^ the bottom. There was in Mexico after- 
wards one Ocampo, a foldicr who came with Garay, a prating fellow 
and very fifunrilous, amufing himlclf with making defamatory libels. 
Many of thofe he made upon our captains, too bad to be repeated. He 
iiud of Alvarado, that he left his companion Velaf<|U|Z and two hundred 
more, and that fear made him give that great fpring, for tliat as the fay- 
ing goes, he leaped for his life. ' '■ 
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As our captains found from the information of Ah ;u ado that they 

not to cxpe€k any^more of-our CQmpaniuns, for that the caufcway 
>vas full of warriors of the enemy, and if any had hitherto t^jpped they 
muft now be intercepted, as we alfo found that ay the peoplp of tho(e 
countries were preparing to attack us in- Tacuba, it was determined un- 
der the guidance of fix or feven of our allies well acquainted with the 
country, to endeavor to reach TIaibala. . Accordingly we fet out, and 
prix:ccding by an indircdl road came to fome houfes hajrd by a temple 
on a hill. Dunng our march we were harrafled by the enemy, who 
threw flones and Ihot their arrows- at us^ 1 fear to tire the reader with 
the prolixity of thofc repeated details, but I am compelled to relate what 
w'as of fuch defperate confcqucnce to us, for many of us were in this 
manner killed. Here vve defended ourielves, and took w hat care we 
could of our wounds. As to provilions, we had none. 

After the conqueft of Mexico, a church was founded on tlTc feite 
of this temple, and dedicated to Nucflra Senora dc Jos Remedios, and 
thither many ladies and inhabitants of Mexico go in proccllion, and to 
pay the nine days devotions. 

Our woumls, having taken cold and being only bound with rags, 
were now in a miferablc lituation, and very painful ; we had alfo to de- 
plore the lofs of many valiant companions. As for thofe of Narvaez, 
moft of them perifhctl in the water, loaded with gold. Numbers of 
Tlafcalans alfo loft their lives in the fame manner. Poor Botcllo ,#00 ! 
the aftrologcr! his ftars bore an evil afpedt for he was killed with the 
rt - . The fons of Montezuma, Cacamatzin, and all the other, prifo- 
ncss, mongfl whorn were fome princes, * Icdft^tjheir lives on this fatal 
night. Ail our artillery was loft, we liad very few crofs-bows, only 
twenty three horfes, and our future profpedt was very melancholy, from 
•our uncertainty as to the reception we might, ^mect in Tlafcala, whicli 
was our only rcfource. 

Having drefled our wrounds and made arrows for our crofs-bows, 

and 



( ** 4 . ) 

and being inccHantly harraflix). in our prcient we proceeded at mid- 
night upon our journey, under the guidance of 0af faithful Tlafcalans. 
Thofe wh|^,w.ere very badly wounded we carried between us; the hme, 
were fuppoited uponj^^rut^hes, ^d fome who wci^e utteriy unable to help 
themfelves on, ;wcre phased upon th^.^pups pf lame horfes. Thus, 
with what cavalry we had able to adt#" in. front <uid on the flanks, and 
as many the infantiy as wern rit to bear arms making head to the 
ca/emy, Va proceeded on pur march# our wounded Spsibiards and allies 
in the centre, the refl oppofing the. enemy, w;ho continued to follow, 
harrafs, and revile us, faying we were now going to meet our deftruc- 
tion. . y^ordk which we did not at that time undcrfland. 

' '• II., 

I \ • ■ * ■ . ■ 

I haye hitherto forgotten to mention the fatisfa<flion W'c had, in 
feeing. Donna farina .and Donna Luifa rejoin us. Having eroded the 
bri^gevi^on^ the firfti tlv^ had been faved by the exertions of two 
of the m^hers of Donna Luifa, all the red of the female Indians hav- 
ing been Ibfl there. On this day we arrived at a great town named Gu- 
altitlan, from whence, we continued our march, harrafled by the enemy, 
whole numbers and boldh^ incrcafed, infomuch that they killed two 
of our lamcjlbldiejcs and opcirhorfe in a bad pafs, wounding many more. 
Having repuUi^ them, w'c proceeded until we arrived at ibtr . villages, 
and halting there for the night, we made our Tapper on the horfe which 
had been killed. On the next morning we fet out very early, and hav- 
ing. proceeded little more than a league, jufl as wc began to think our- 
in fafety, three of our vedettes came in with a report that the 
whole plains were cqvered with the armies of the enemy. This intelli- 
gence ^s truly frightful an.d wc felt it as fuch, but not fo as to preyent; 
our determination to con^g^ or die, or our arranging all matters to^hc 
bed eflc^ for atdion. 

A lialt being made, ^rders were given to the ..cavalry, that they 
fhould charge at half fpeed, npt flopping to make.thruds, but pointing 
the lances at the faces of the enemy, until they were put to flight; the 
infantiy were warned to thrud with their fwords, and to pafs ^em 
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i iear through the bodies of their opponcr.ts, fu th.u nr woriT we fliould 
fell our lives dearly, and this being done, as we faw tliat flie enemy be- 
gan to furround us, after recommending oiirfedves to (hxl and the Holy 
X'irgin, and invoking the aid of St, Jago, the cavalry formed in bedies 
of fix 'cs, and the infantiy in concert with them, prexeeded to the 
attack. 

Oh what it was to fee this tremendous battle! how we clofed foot 
to foot, and with what fur}' the dogs fought us ! Inch wounding as 
there was amongfl us with their lances and clubs and two handed fwords, 
while our cavalry, favoured by the plain ground, rode throiigli them at 
will, galloping at half fpeed, and Ircaring down their opponents with 
couched lance.s, ftill fighting manfully, though they and their horfes 
u'crc all wounded ; and we of the infantr}', negligent of our former 
hurts, and of thofe which we now received, clofed with the enemy, 
redoubling our efforts to bear them down with our fword.s. 

Cortes, De Oli, Alvarado mounted on a horfe of one of the foi- 
tliers of Narvaez, and Sandoval, though all wounded, continued to ride 
through them. Cortes now called out to us to ftrike at the chiefs; for 
thev w'cre dilfinguiffied by great plumes of feathers, golden ornaments, 
richlv wrought arms, and devices. 

'/'hen to hear the valiant Sandoval, how he enejj^uraged us crying 
oil?, “Now gentlemen is the day of victory; put your truff in God, 
“ we fhall furvivc for he preferves us lor Ibmc gcjod purpofe,” All 
tlie foldiers felt determineil U) conquer, anil thus animated as wc were 
by our Lord Jefus Chriff, and our lady the Virgin Mary, as alfoby St. 
Jago who undoubtedly affifted us, as certified by a chief of Gua- 
timotzin who was prefent in the battle, we continued, notwitjiftanding 
many had received wounds and fume of our companions were killed, to 
maintain our ground. 

It w as the will of God, that Cortes, accompanied by the captains 
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Dc Oli, Sandoval, Alvarado, and feveral others, Oiould reach that part 
of the army of the enemy which was the poft of their general in chief, 
who was dillinguiihcd by a ftandard, arms covered with gold, and a 
great penache oriumcnted in the fame manner. As (bon as Cortes per- 
ceived the chief wlio bore the ftandard, and who was furrounded by 
many others bearing alfo great penaches of gold, he cried out to Alva- 
rado, Sandoval, Dc Oli, Avila, and the reft, “Now gentlemen, let 
“ us charge them.** Then, recommending thcmiclves to God, they 
rode into the thickeft of them, and Cortes with his horfe (fruck the 
Mexican chief, and thre^ down the ftandard ; the cavaliers who fup- 
ported him at the fame moment cliedtually breaking this numerous 
body. The chief who bore the (bindard, not having fallen, in the 
charge made upon him by Cortes, Juan dc Salamanca, mounted on his 
good pyed mare, purfued him, and having killed him, leized the rich 
penache which he bore, and prefented it to Cortes, faying, that as he 
had given the Mexican general the firfl blow, and (Iruck down his ftan- 
dard, the trophy of the cohqueft was due to him. 

It was God*s will, that, on the death of their general, and of many 
other chiefs who furrounded him being known, the enemy fhould re- 
lax in their effi>rts, and begin to retreat. As foon as this was perceived 
by us, we forgot our hunger, thirft, fatigue, and wounds, and thought 
of nothing but victory, and purfuit. Our cavalry followed them up 
dofc, and our a11i|||, now become lions, mowed down all before them 
wkh.the arms whit^h the enemy threw away in their flight. 

As fbon as our cavaliy returned from the purfuit, we all gave 
thanks to God, for nevd* had there appeared fo great a force together in 
that country, being the whole of the warriors of Mexico, Tczcuco, 
and SaltoQan, all detennined not to leave a trace of us upon the earth. 
The whole nobility of thefe nations were aftemblcd, magnificently 
armed, and adorned with gold, pcnachcs, and devices. This battle 
was fought near a. place named Obtumba. 1 have frequently (bm it 
repretented In paintings amongft the Mexicans, in the fame manner as 
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1 have the other battles fought by iis antecedently to the final conqueft. 
1 mull now recall to the readers recollection, that our entry into Mex- 
ico to relieve Alvarado was on the day of St. John in the month ofj one 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty. We entered that city with up- 
wards of one thoufand three hundred foldiers, cavalry included, which 
latter body was ninety feven in number, and of our infantry eighty were 
crofsbow-men, and as many mufquetecrs. We had alfo with tis a great 
train of artillery and two hundred Tlafcalan allies. Our flight from 
Mcxii o was on the tenth of July following, and the battle of Obtumb.i 
was fought on the fourteenth day of that month. 

I w ill now give an account of all our countrymen who loll: their 
lives in Mexico, at the caul'cway, in battle, and on the road. In five 
ilays were killed and facrificed upwards of eight hundred and feventy 
foldiers, including feventy two of thole of Narvaez put to death toge- 
ther with five Callillian women, in a place named I'uflepequc. One 
thoufand two hundred and upw'ards of our allies of I'lafcala were alfo 
killed. Juan de Alcantara and two more, who came for the fliare of the 
gold afllgned to them, were robbed and murdered, and if w'c examine 
throughout we fliall find, that all wd»o were concerned with the trea- 
furc came to ill fortune. Thus it was with the I'oldiers of Narvaez, 
who perilhed in a much greater proportion than ours did, on account of 
their having followed the diClatcs of their avarice. 

After the battle w'e continued our march to TIafcala, chcarfully, 
and eating certain gourds named ayotes, which we found by the way, 
the enemy only fhewing thcmfclvcs at a diflance, until W'c arrived at a 
village where we took up our quarters in a flrong temple, and halted 
for the night, occafionally alarmed by the Mexicans, who kept about 
ns as it wxre to fee us out of their country. From this place we to our 
great joy perceived the mountains of TIafcala, for we were anxious to 
be convinced of the fidelity of our friends, and to know fbmething of 
our companions in Villa Rica. Cortes warned us, as we were fo few 
in number and had cfcaped by God’s mercy, to be cautious not to give 

C»' g 2 offence ; 



( ) 


offence; this lie particularly enforced to the foldicrs of Narvaez who 
were not fo much liahituatcd to difciplinc. He added tliat he hoped 
to find our allies fieady to us, but that if it turned out otherwife, though 
but four hundred and forty ffrong, ill armed, and wounded, we had 
vigorous bodies and flout hearts to cany us through. 

We now arrived at a fountain on the fide of fome hills, where is 
a circular rampart built in old times, at the boundary of the fiates of 
Mexico and Tlafcala. Here we rcpofcil, and then proceeded to a town 
named Gualiopar, where w'c procured a little food which we were obli- 
ged to pay for, and halted one day. As foon as our arrival was know'n 
in the head town of Tlalcala, our friends Maxicatzin, Xicotenga, Chi- 
chimccatccle, the chief of Guaxocingo, and others, came to fee and em- 
brace Cortes and the rcfl of our captains and foldicrs. They wept for 
our lofles, and kindly blamed Cortes for having ncgle(5led the wairning 
• they had given him of Mexican treachery. They then invited us to 
their town, rejoicing at our cfatpe, and congratulating us on our vali- 
ant a<5lions. They alfo afflired us that they were afTembling thirty 
thouland warriors to join us at Obtumha. Cortes thanked, and difiri- 
buted prefents to all. They were rejoiced at feeing Donna Marina and 
Donna Luifa, and lamented the lofs of others ; Maxicatzin in particular 
bewailed his daughter, and V. de Leon to w horn he had given her. 
Thus we were received by our friends in Tlafcala, w'herc we repofed af- 
ter our dangers. Cortes lodged in the houfe of Maxicatzin, Alvarado 
in that of Xicotenga; and here we recovered from Our wounds, lofing 
hut four of our number. 
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THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 

PART THE SECOND. 

CHAPTER I. 


Tlafcala, July, 1520. TranJaElions and occuTYtnces there. 
Foundation oj the colony of Segura de la Frontera. Subjuga- 
tion of the neighbouring diJlriEls by the Spaniards. 

E were thus, as I have mciitionccl, by the fricncUhip of the 
Tlafcalans, hofpitably received and entertained in their city, after our 
fatigues, dangers, and lodes, in the retreat from Mexico. 

One of the firft things done by Cortes on our arrival was, to en- 
quire after the gold which had been brought there, to the value of forty 
thoufand crowns, and which was the (hare of the garrifon of Villa 

Rica. 
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Kif.i. ! k w as informed hy the Tlafcalan chiefs, and iilfo liy one of our 
invalids who remained there when we marched to Mexico, that the 
perfons who had ha*n font from Villa Rica to receive it, had, on their 
return, been robbed and murdered on the road, at the time we were en- 
g;igcd in hoftilitics with the Mexicans. Another caulc of uncafinefs to 
us was, our uncertainty as to the fitiiation of our countiynien at Villa 
Rica. Letters were fent, to inform them of the events w liieh had late- 
ly taken place, and defiring them to fend us what arms and ammunition 
they could fparc, and a ftrong reinforcement. We wxrc informed by 
the return of the meflengers, that all continued well in the neighbour- 
hood of that garrifon. The reinforcement alfo, which had been requi- 
red, was immedLiuly feat. It confided of leven men in the whole, 
three of whom were failors, and every one of them invalids. They 
were commanded by a foldicr named Lcncero, the fame who kept the 
inn at prefent called by his name, hor a long time after w'ards, a rein- 
forcement of Lcnccro, was a proverbial expreflion with us. 

We had now foine trouble given us by the younger Xicotenga. 
This chief on hearing of our misfortunes in Mexico, and of our lading 
in march for his country, conceived the proje<5t of taking us by I’urprifc, 
and putting us all to death; for which purpofc he was very iic‘live in 
forming his party, and having afifemblcd many of his friends, relations, 
and adherents, he expofed to them the facility with which it could be 
done. Theft* intrigues however could not go on long, without coming 
to the knowledge of his father, who rcproachetl him feverely for his 
treacherous condud:, alluring him that if it came to be known, it would 
coft the lives of him and all thofe concerned with him. The young 
man however perfevered, paying no regard to what his father laid, and 
the affair at length coming to the cars of his mortal enemy Chichime- 
catcclc, he immediately gave information of it; whereupon, a council 
was fummoned of all the chiefs to take the afi&ir into conlideration, and 
Xicotenga was brought prifoner before them. Maxicatzin was the ora- 
tor upon the occafion and fpoke at conliderable length in favour of the 
Spaniards; he faid tliat profperity had attended their nation ever fince 

our 



( *33 ) 

our arrival amongft them. That we had enabled them to eat lalt with 
their provitions, and that we were certainly thofc of whom their aocefo 
tors had fpoken. He then reprobated and expoied the condiidl of the 
younger Xicotenga. In reply to this, and to the difeourfe of his father 
to the fame purpofc, the young man made u(e of fuch outrageous and 
difiefpcdtful language, as induced them to feize him by the collar, and 
throw him down the fteps of the building into the ftrect, and he very 
narrowly efcaped with his life; but Cortes did not think it prudent 
in his prefent fituation to carry matters any farther. Such was the fide- 
lity of our Tlafcalan allies, with whom wc at this time ftaid two and 
twenty days. 

Cortes meditated an attack upon the adjoining provinces of Tepe- 
aca and Zacatula, on account of the murders committed by thefe people 
upon the Spaniards, and determined to fet out upon it, at the expiration 
of the above mentioned period ; but when he came to propolc this to his 
troops, he found the univerfal fentiment of the foldiers of Narvaez de- 
cidedly againll it. They thought that they never could get back foon 
enough to their houfes and mines in the Ifland of Cuba, and the (laugh- 
ter of Mexico, and battle of Obtumba, made them defire to renounce all 
connexion with Cortes, his riches, and his conquers. But lieyond all 
others Andres de Duero, his friend and companion, moft heartily cur- 
fed the day he had embarked with him in the budnefs, and the gold 
which he had been forced to k*ave in the ditches of Mexico. They all 
totally declined any connexion with his new fehemes, and finding that 
wordi did not avail them they made a requiiition in form to that cjffcA, 
Aating the infulHciency of our force, and demanding licences to return 
to Cuba. Cortes having received and read the memorial, replied to it, 
giving at leaft ten reafons for his plan, tp every one they alledged againll 
it ; his own foldiers alfo addrclTcd him on the occalion, requefling him 
on no account to give permiflion to any one to depart, but that we ihouKi 
all remain together, as being moll conducive to the fervice of God, and 
his Majclly. At length they were obliged to acquiefee, with a very ill 
grace, and much murmuring againll Cortes, and his expeditions, and 
againll us who fupported him in them, and who as they laid had no- 
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thing to lofc but our lives. Cortes on hi* part made them a general 
promilc, that by the next convenient opportunity he would fcnd them . 
to their Ifland of Cuba. 

The hiftorian Gomara in his account of this tranfadlion makes no 
diilindtion between us and the foldicrs of Narvaez, as if we were equally 
concerned in prefenting the memorial ; and this he docs in order to en- 
hance the merits of his hero, Cortes, and to depreciate us the true con- 
querors of Mexico, bccaufe we did not think it became us to bribe him 
with gifts to fpcak favourably of us, when we were thofe, and thofc 
only, w’ho fupported Cortes. And now this hiftorian would annihi- 
late our reputations, in laying, forfooth, that we memoriallcd ! ! 

It would have better become this hiftorian to attend more to mat- 
ters of fadt, and Icfs to his figures of rhetoric in what he writes. I 
have been aftonifticd at that part of his relation, where he afligns the 
vi(5tory at Obtumba folcly to the valor of Cortes. I have faid before, that 
it was in the firft inftance owing to God*s mercy ; I fay alfo that Cortes 
did every thing that ought to be expccSled from a W'ifc and valiant gene- 
ral, and that he owed his fuccefs, under God, to the ftout and valiant 
captains, and to us brave foldiers, who broke the force of the enemy, 
and fupported him by fighting in the manner we fought, and as I have 
related. What that hiftorian fays relative to his charging the general 
and bearer of the royal ftandard of Mexico is true, and it was Juan de 
Salamanca, afterwards alcalde major of Guacacualco, who killed him 
with his lance, and prelcnted the ornamented plume to Cortes ; which 
plume his Majefty was afteiwards plealed to give Salamanca iii his.coat 
of arms. Not that I am unwilling to aferibe all due honour to our Cortes ; 
for I know that he dcierves it; and if it was the cuftom, as formerly, to 
give triumphs to generals, he is more worthy of one than any Roman. 
Gomara alfo greatly .exaggerates the numbers of our Indian allies, and 
the population of the country beyond all reafbn ; for it was not the fifth 
,pait of what he reprefehts it. According to his account there 'would 
have been more thoufands here, than inhabit all Caftillc ; but where 
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he has written cigh^ thouiand we fhould read one thoul'and. AIJ this 
he has done in order to make his narrative the more agreablc. In my 
hiftory I tell the truth, word for word as it happened, without looking 
to ornaments of rhetoric; for 1 confidcr myl'clf obliged to adhere to mat- 
ter of fa<ft, and do not deal in flatteries. 

We now fet out on our march, to punifli the diftri€ls of Cachul.i, 
Tepeaca, and Tccamachalco, without artillery or fire arms of any kind, 
for all had been left in the ditches of Mexico. Our force confified of 
fixteen cavalry and four hundred and twenty infantry, molUy armed 
with fword and target, with about four thoufand Tlafcalans. We halt- 
ed at night, at the dillance of three leagues from Tepc:tca ; but the peo- 
ple of the place had deferted their houfes on our approach. We made 
I'ome prifoners on our way, by whom Cortes fent to t^ic ciiicfs, to in- 
form them, that we came for the purpofc of obtaining jufticc for the 
murder of eighteen Spaniards, who had been without any caufc put to 
death in crofiing their territories ; and alfo to know the rcafbn of their 
entertaining Mexiean troops, and to warn them, that if they did not 
immediately treat with us for pcac-e, we would make war againfl them 
with fire and fword. However terrible our language was, that of their 
anfwer conveyed by our meflengers and two Mexicans, was much more 
fo; for the Mexicans w'cre elevated by their fuccefles againfl us at the 
bridges. Cortes treated them very kindly, and declared every wifli to 
forget and forgive the pad, but all could not do ; they fent back for an- 
fwer, that if we did not return immediately, they would put us all to 
death and make a fcad upon our bodies. 

Upon this Cortes called a council of the officers, and it was then 
determined, that a full datement of all which liad paflixl fhould be of- 
ficially drawn up by a royal notary, whereby sdl the Mexicans and allies 
of the Mexicans who had killed Spanifh fubjedts, after having given 
obedience to his Majedy, fhould be declared in a date of flavay. This 
being duly drawn up and atteded, we once more lent to require them 
to come in, giving them notice of the confcquenccs of their contumacy, 
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but they returned an anfwcr fimilar to their former one. Both fidcs 
tlicn prepared for battle, and on the next day we came to an adtion with 
them. This battle taking place in open fields of maiz, our cavalry 
ipeedily put the enemy to flight, with confiderable lofs, though they 
made a flout refiflance j but our allies fought gallantly, and purfued them 
hotly, and we took many boys, for flaves. 

The Mexicans being thus defeated, the natives came in, to fue for 
peace ; we accordingly proceeded to the town of Tcpeaca, to receive their 
fubmiflion, and on that fpot was founded our iettlement of Segura de la 
Frontera, the fituation being eligible, as on the road to Villa Rica, and 
in a fertile diflridl. The municipal officers were immediately appoint- 
ed, and the iron brand was made here, for tlie pu^ole of marking thoie 
natives who were taken for flaves ; they were marked with the letter G, 
for Guerra,^* or war. We made cxcurfions through the diflridt, and 
to the towns of Cachula, (where they had put fifteen Spaniards to death 
in the houles,) Tecamechalco, Las Guayavas, and many others whofe 
names I do not rccolle<flj taking a number of prifoners, who were im- 
mediately branded for flaves. By thefe means, in about the fpace of fix 
weeks, we reduced the people to order and obedience. 

At this period another prince of the blood royal was ele<fled to the 
throne of Mexico, for the former one who had expelled us from that 
city, was dead of the fmall pox. The new king was named Guati- 
motzin ; he was a young man about the age of twenty five years, of ele- 
gant appearance, vciy brave, and fo terrible to his own fubje^s that 
they all trembled at the fight of him. When the intelligence reached 
this prince of what had happened in Tepeaca, he began to be appre- 
henfive for his other provinces, neglcdting, however, nothing that it was 
in his power to do, to induce the chiefs to continue fleady to him ; and 
he alfo fent confiderable bodies of troops to watch our movements. 

Cortes now reived letters from Villa Rica informing him, that a 
vcflcl had arrived at the port, commanded by a gentleman named Pedro 
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Barba, who was his intimate friend. He had been lieutenant under 
Velafquez at the Havannah, and had now brouglit with him thirteen 
foldiers and two horlcs; he alfo brought letters from Velafquez the go- 
vernor of Cuba to Nawacz, who was thought to l>e by this time all pow- 
erful in New Spain, ordering him, if Cortes was not already dead, to 
fend him to Cuba, that he might be thence tranfmitted to Caftillc, fuch 
bqing the dire(5lions of the bifhop of Burgos. As (bon as Pedro Barba 
arrived in the harbour, the officer whom Cortes had appointed admiral 
went to vifit him, taking with him in his boat a ftrong crew, with 
their arms concealed. When he came on board, he filutcd Barba and 
the reft courteoufly, and enquired after the health of the governor of Cu- 
ba. The others in their turn enquired after Narvaez, and what had 
become of Cortes. They were told that Cortes was a fugitive with 
about twenty of his companions, and that Narvaez had eilablifhed him- 
fclf, and was in pofleffion of great riches. They then invited Barba 
and the reft on fhore to refrefh themlelves, to W’hich they aftenting de- 
feended into the boats, where they were bid to furrender thcmlelvcs in- 
ftantly prifoners to Cortes. They had no alternative, and were obliged 
to fubmit. The (hip was difmantlcd, and the captain and crew fent to 
us in Tcpeaca, to our great fatisfa^tion, for though we did not fuffer 
much in the field, yet continual fatigue had made us very unhealthy, 
five of our foldiers having died of plcurifies within a fortnight. With 
this party came Francifeo Lopez, afterwards regidor of Guatimalu. 
Barba was exceedingly well received by Cortes, who was informed by 
him that he might expedt the arrival of another fmall veflel with provi- 
fions, within the fpace of a week, which accordingly happened. On 
board the laft mentioned ftiip came a gentleman, native of Medina del 
Campo, by name Rodorigo de Lobera, eight foldiers, and one horfe. 
Our friends purfued the fame method with this vdlil that they had done 
with the former, and with the fame fuccefs. The party joined us in a 
few days, it being no fmall fatisfadlion to us, thus to find our army re- 
cruiting its numbers. 


The new king of Mexico having fent large bodies of troops to tliclc 
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provinces that were ncarcll to the Spani/h amiy» they became very dif- 
ordcrly, robbing and outraging the people. Tbele provocations in<iu> 
ced the natives to fend four chiefs fccnictly to negotiate with Cortes, of- 
fering to furrendcr themfelves to him, provided he would give tlicm 
his ailiAance to expcll the Mexicans. Cortes immediately acceded to 
the propofal, and ordered for this fervice the whole of the cavalry and 
crofsbow-mcn, under the command of Chriftoval dc Oli. A conlide- 
rablc number alfo of Tlafcalans were joined in the expedition. Several 
of the captains who had come with Narvaez were appointed to com- 
mand in this detachment, which amounted in the whole to above three 
hundred ibldicrs. As our people were on their march, converfing with 
the Indians, they received fuch accounts from them of the force of the 
enemy, as entirely deprived the foldiers of Narvaez of what little incli- 
nation they ever had for military expeditions, and made them doubly 
anxious to return to their lAand of Cuba, being utterly averfe from a 
repetition of the days of Mexico, and Obtumba. They began to grow 
very mutinous, and told their chief in plain terms, that if he was de- 
termined to perfift in his attempt, he might do it by hirnlclf, for that 
they were all refolvcd to quit him. Dc Oli rcmonftratetl with them 
upon the impropriety of fuch condu<51:, in which he was fupported by 
tdl the foldiers of Cortes, but in vain; he was compelled to yield to their 
perverfenefs, and halt at Cholula, from whence he wrote to Cortes, 
informing him of Ills iituation. When Cortes received his letter, he 
immediately returned an angry meflage, ordering him pofitively to ad- 
vance with his whole force, at all events. When De Oli received this, 
he fell in a violent rage with thofc who had brought that reprimand on 
him, and ordering the whole to march immediately, declared he would 
fend back any one who hefitated to Cortes, to be treated by him as a 
cpward deferved. 

Wlien he arrived within a league of Guacacualco, he was met by 
feme chiefs, who informed him in what manner he might beft come 
upon the enemy. Having in confequence fettled his plan of attack, he 
marched againft, and after a (harp action defeated the Mexican troops, 
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and put them completely to flight, with the lofs on his part, of two 
horfes, and eight wounded. Our allies this day made a great ilaugh* 
ter of the Mexicans, who fell back, and rallied at a large town called 
Ozucar, where were other great bodies ot their tnxjps. Here they made 
a poll, fortifying themlelves and breaking down the bridges ; but Do 
Oli, turned into a tiger by the reproof of Cortes, purfued them without 
halting, with as many of his troops as he could bring up. By the al- 
fiOance of his Indian friends of Guacachula, he contrived* to pafs the 
river, and falling on the Mexicans, dif|x;rfed them again, with the lofs 
of two more horfes killed ; his own horfe was alfo wounded in fevera! 
places, and Dc Oli himfelf received two wounds. Here he halted for 
two days after the adtion, and all the principal people waited on him, 
to fubmit as vaflals to his Majefty. Their allegiance being accepted, 
and the country rcilorcd to peace, he returned with his force to the town 
of Segura dc la Frontera. 

Not having been on this expedition, the account I have given is 
fuch as was related to me, by thofc who were. Dc Oli was received 
by Cortes and all of us with great fatisfa<ffion; we latighcd heartily at 
him for his counter march, in which he joined with us, and fworc 
that for the next expedition he was lent on, he would take the poor fol* 
diers of Cortes, and not the rich planters of Narvaez, whofe minds 
were more intent upon their houfes and cilates, than upon feats of arms j 
and who were much more ready to command, than to obey. Gomara 
fays that it was the people of Guaxocingo who gave the information to 
the officers of Narvaez; but this is abfurd, for the lafl mentioned town 
was entirely out of their route, and it is exa<^ly the fame thing as fay- 
ing, that if we were to fet out now from Medina del Campo to travel to 
Salamanca, we fhould go round by Valladolid. 

While we were here, Cortes received letters from Villa Rica, 
whereby he was informed, that a vefltJ had arrived there commanded 
by a perfon of the name of Camargo, having on board upwards of fe- 
venty foldiers, all very fickly. She was one of thefe which had been 
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fcnt to eflablifh a colony at Paniico, ♦ and brought intelligence that the 
other captain who had been fcnt thither, named Pineda, with all his 
fbldiers, had been put to death by the Indians ; and that their fhipping 
had been burned. Camargo therefore finding the ill fuccefs of that at- 
tempt, had come to Villa Rica for afUfhince, his men being affi idled 
with liver complaints, which their yellow and dropfical ap|Krarancc dc- 
monlhated. This officer was very well acquainted with the fituation of 
affairs, and had been it is faid, a Dominican friar. Having difembark- 
ed his foldiers, he fet out with them, and arrived by (low marches at 
JLa Frontera, where they were kindly received by Cortes, and attended 
with as much care as we could beftow upon them, but the captain and 
many of the foldiers very foon died. On account of their morbid co- 
lour and fwollen bodies, we ufed to call them ** the green paunches.*' In 
order to avoid the interference of foreign matters with the thread of my 
narrative, I will now inform my reader, that one after another, at dif- 
ferent and irregular periods, all the remains of this armament arrived at 
the port of Villa Rica. Amongft others was an Arragonian named Mi- 
gud diaz dc Auz. He brought upwards of fifty foldiers, with feven 
horlesi with which he immediately joined us, being the moll cfie<5tua] 
reinforcement W’c had for a long time received. This Captain de Auz 
ferved very well during the war in New Spain ; it was he who after- 
wards had a law fuit with a brother in law of Cortes, named Andres de 
Barrios, whom we ufed to call “ the dancer.*’ The law fuit was about the 
divifion of Meditan, which was awarded afterwards as follows ; he had 
the furplus of the rents, btyond two thouiand five hundred icrowms, on 
condition of not entering upon the didrid: for the fpacc of two years, 
bccaule hts was accufed of having killed Indians there, and in other pla- 
ces where he had been. Another of Garay’s vcllcls arrived (hortly after 
at our port. In this came an officer named Ramirez, called by us, **the 
old.** He brought with him forty foldiers, ten horfes, crofs-bows and 
other arms. Thus Garay continually fent us reinforcements, thinking 
that his colony was going on well in Panuco. All the(c ibldiers joined 
us at Tcpeaca. Thofc who came with Miguel diaz ile Auz, as they 
were plump and in good condition, we named “ the Sir loins;’* and as the 
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foldtcrs of old Ramirez wore cotton armour which was very thick and 
clumfy, fo that no arrow could penetrate through it, wc calkd them 
* * the pack-horfes . 

Cortes having been thus reinforced to the amount of an hundred 
and fifty foldiers and twenty horfes, determined to punilh the Cacatame 
and Xalacingo Indians, with feveral others who had been concerned in 
the murders of Spaniards. Twenty cavalry and twelve crofsbow-men, 
made part of the force fent againft them, the whole of which confifted 
of two hundred of the veterans of the army of Cortes, and a body of 
Tlafcalans, commanded by Gonzalo de Sandoval. Our detachment 
received intelligence that the enemy were in arms, fortified, and rein- 
forced by Mexican troops. Sandoval therefore arranged his plan of at- 
tack, firfl fending to inform them, that he would pardon the deaths of 
the Spaniards, provided they fubmitted, and returned the treafure. The 
anfwcr they fent back was, that they would eat him, and all thoic with 
him, in the fame manner that they had done the others. Sandov'al 
then proceeded to attack them, which he did in two places at the iamc 
inllant, and notwithllanding that both the natives and the Mexicans 
fought with great fpirit, they had no better fuccefs than on former oc- 
cafions, being defeated and purfued with a confiderablc lofs. Our peo- 
ple after the a<5tion going into fomc of their temples, found deaths, 
arms, bridles and faddics, prefented as offerings to their gods. Sando- 
val declared his intention of halting three days there, and he alfo now 
again demanlied from them the treafure which had been taken. They 
readily fubmitted themielvcs to his Majefty, but in regard to the trea- 
fure, they laid, that it was no longer in their power, having been tranf- 
mitted to Mexico. Sandoval referred them to the g^sneral their par- 
dons, and returned with his troops, having made a cOnfickrable tiumher 
of women and boys prifoners, all of whom were ' immediately Marked 
with the iron. I was not on the expedition, being ill of a and 

throwing up blood at the mouth ; but I was bled plentifully, and thanks 
to Cod recovered. In confequcncc of the dirc<5tions given by Sandoval, the 
chiefs of thefc nations, and alfo of many others in their neighbourhood, 
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came in and made their fubmi/Ilons to Cortes. This expedition was 
producSlivc of the very beft eBedts. The fame of Cortes extended 
through all their countries, for valor and for jufticc, and he was much 
more dreaded and rcfpe<5lcd than Guatimotzin, the new fovcrcign of 
Mexico ; infomuch that his dccifion was requeiled in the moil important 
litigations. The fmall pox was now fo prevalent in New Spain, tliat 
many of the great lords of the natives died of. it. In fuch ciics the 
claimants to the fucceilion called on Cortes for« And abided by his dcci- 
iion', as fovcrcign lord of the country. There were at this period great 
difputes rclativc to the lordihips of Ozucar and Guacachula, which be- 
ing referred to Cortes he decided the caule in favor of a nephew of 
Montezuma, whole iiilcr had married the cacique of that diilritfl. 

At this' time Cortes lent Sandoval to puniih the people of the dif- 
tridl called Cocotlan, where they liad put to death nine Spaniards. San- 
doval took with him thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry, with a 
ilrong body of Tlafcalans. On his entry into the diilrid: he fummoned 
theie people, holding out as ufual threats on the one hand, and invita- 
tions on the other, to which the Indians replied, that they acknow- 
ledged no other government than that of Mexico, and tliat they were 
very well able to defend themfelves. They had here a coniiderablc force 
of Mexican auxiliaries, who encouraged them to rciiilanc^. As foon as 
Sandoval received this meilage ho put his troops in order, and caution- 
ed his allies not to advance to the attack at firft, on account of their dif- 
CNrdering the cavalry, but to wait until the enemy were broken by our 
troops, and then to fall on the Mexicans. Two large bodies of the ene- 
my met by our arniy, in a ilrong iituation; they made a firm rc- 
fiilaiioe, and before Sandoval could extricate his cavaliy from the diiH- 
Gult and rocky ground, they had killed one and wounded nine of his 
hori^ and four ibldiers. At length having driven them from this poil, 
he advanced to their town, and there ailaulting them and the reinforcc- 
ineats which had joined them, at their poil in the temples, and large 
w41ed inclofures, with ' the good ailiilance of his Indian allies, whoie 
keennefs was increaied by the abundance of phmder, he totally defeat- 
ed 
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cvl, anil put them to flight. Sandoval halted here for two days, during 
which the chiefs came in and made their fubmiilions. He demanded 
of them the property and cffc<5t$ of the Spaniards whom th<y had put 
to death, but they replied that it was out of their power to n^urn them, 
they having already burned the whole. They alfb faid that mod; of the 
Spaniard!^ they had killed were eaten, five of them having been font to 
their monarch Guatimotzin. Tliey promifed a plentiful fupply of pro- 
vifions, apologized for what was palled, and Sandoval being able to do 
no more was fain to accept their fubmiilions. 

As all this country was now brought under fubjcAion, Cortes de- 
termined, with the approbation of his Majclly's ofheers to mark the 
prifoncis and Haves, previous to the taking out the royal fifth, and his 
own. An order was in conlequence given out, that the foldiers fhould 
bring all their prifoners to an appointed place, which was a large houfe 
in the town, for this purpoH*. It was accordingly done; they confided 
of women, boys, and girls of the Indians, for as to the men they were 
too troublcfome to keep, and our Tlafcalan friends did us all the fervice 
we could defire from them. The prifoners remained in confinement du- 
ring the night, and in the morning the repartition took place. Firfl 
the royal fifth was icledtcd, and then that of Cortes ; and thus far all 
went on very well, but when the foldiers (hares came to be allotted, be- 
hold! we found that feme one had been there in the night, and taken 
every handfome and good Indian that was there, leaving us nothing but 
a herd of old, ugly, and mifcrable jades. This of courfe made a great 
murmur amongfl the foldiers, who loudly charged Cortes with having 
conveyed away and concealed all the valuable (laves, and the foldiers of 
Narvaez fwore they never heard of fuch a thing as two kings, and two 
fifths, in his Majelly's dominions I among the refl: one. Juan de Quexo 
faid he would make it known in Cailille how they were treated, and 
another plainly told Cortes how he had abufed them in regard to the 
gold in Mexico, for that when the divifion was made there appeared 
only three hundred thoufknd crowns in value, and .when our flight took 
place he produced above feven hundred thoufand ; all which had been 
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regularly att died. And now the poor foldicr, who had worn himfclt 
to nothing with fatigue, and was full of wounds, when he had gotten 
^..gpod female Indian prifoncr, and given her cloathing and ornaments, 
ftiund. that (he was taken from him! **Whcn the order was given,*' 
&id the foldicr, “ Every one thought that the flaves were only put in 
** to be marked and valued, and that each would get his own back, pay- 
.** ing the fifth of the value which fhe was rated at to his Majefly, and 
** th^t Cortes was to have no farther claim on them wliatevcr.’* He 
added a great deal more to the (ame purpofe, but woric than what I have 
mention^. When Cortes heard thefe exclamations againft him, he 
made anfwer, fwcaring by his confcicncc! his ufual oath, that it never 
fhould happen ib again, and he protellcd that in future better regulations 
fhould be adopted. Thus with fmooth words, and fair promilcs on his 
part, the affiiir palled over. 

But I have now fomething to mention worfe than this ; it has 
been already related how in the fatal night of the retreat from Mexico, 
the treafurc was produced and all the foldiers given liberty to take as 
much as they chofc of it ; many of thofc of Narvaez loaded thcmfclvcs 
with gold, fome alfo of ours did the fame; to a great many this coll 
their lives, and none who cfcaped with life and what they had carried 
off, but were fcvercly wounded. After all this however Cortes came to 
know that in our garrifon here at La Frontera, a quantity of gold in 
bars was in circulation, and that deep gaming was going on amongfl 
our foidiers ; wherein our companions had forgot the old proverb which 
fays, that “ wealth and amours fhould be kept concealed.*’ He ifllied 
an ord^ for all the gold to be brought in within a given time, under the 
fev<»efl pcMlty in cafe of difobedience, promifing, on a fair delivery, to 
return the tliird part, but threatening in cafe of failum or evafion, that 
the whole fhould be forfeited. Many of the foldiers refufed, and from 
fijmc Cortes took i*^ by way of loan ; but indeed rather by main force 
tl^n free will. As many of the captains and alfo of thofe who had 
offices under his Majefly were pofleflal of gold, a compromife took 
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place whereby no more was faid about the ewder; but it was a very bad 
trania<^ion on the part of Cortes. 

The officers of Narvaez thought this a gooil jundlurc to renew 
their felicitations to Cortes for permiffion to return to Cuba. After 
much trouble and many clfbrts on their part, Cortes anented, promis- 
ing that on the conqueft of Mexico, he would give his friend Andres 
dc Ducro much more wealth than he had ever poffidlcd. He made Si- 
milar offers alfo to the other captains, cfpecially to Auguffin Bermudez. 
Thofc who were determined to return he ordered to be provided with 
whatever was ncceflary for their voyage, fuch as maiz, dogs faltcd, 
fowls, Sep, and giving them one of the beft (hips in the harbour, he 
wrote letters by them to his wife Donna Catalina Xuarez Marcayda, 
and to his brother in law Juan Xuarez, informing, them of all that had 
happened; and he alfo tianfmittcd to them by the fame opportunity 
fome bars and ornaments of gold. The following perfons were among 
thofe who returned to Cuba at this time, with their pockets well lined 
after all their difafters. Andres de Ducro, Auguftin Bermudez, Juan 
Buono de Quexo, Berna^ino dc Quefada, Francifeo Velafqucz the 
hump backed, a relation of the governor of Cuba, Gonzalo Carrafeo 
who returned afterwards to this country and lives in La Puebla, Mclehor 
Vclafco, and one Ximenes who lives in Guaxaca: he went for his fons ; 
alfo the commendador Leon dc Cervantes who went to bring over his 
daughters ; after the conqueff of Mexico he married them to very ho- 
nourable connexions ; one Maldonado alfo of Medellin, an invalid ; not 
he who married Donna Maria del Rincon, nor the big Maldonado, nor 
the other of that name whom we called Alvaro Maldonado “the fierce,** 
who was marri^ to a lady named Maria Arias; ..there was alfo one 
Vargas whom we nicknamed “the gallant;** I do not mean the Vargas 
who was father in law to Chriftoval Lobo; Cardenas the pilot alfo went ; 
it was he who talked of the two kings; Cortes gavejum three hundred 
crowns for his wife and children ; with many others whom it would 
be too prolix to enumerate. When Cortes was remonffrated with on 
letting fo many quit us in our weak ffate he replied, that he did it partly 
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to gqt rid of their importunities, and partly bccauic they were not fit for 
war* and that it was better to be alone than badly accompanied. He 
ient Alvarado with them in order to fee them (hipped, and at this time 
he alfo difpatched £>e Ordas and Alonzo -de Mendoza to Caflillc, with 
certain inflrudlions, the tenor of which we were ignorant of ; as we alfo 
were of what was going on in that country relative to us, except that 
the Bi0iop of Burgos declared us all traitors, and that Diego dc Ordas 
anfwcred very well for us, and got for himfclf the order of St. Jago, 
and for his coat of arms the volcano which is between Guaxocingo and 
Chdula. But thefe afhurs (hall be related in their proper time. Cortes 
alfo fent Captain Alonzo dc Avila contador of New Spain, and Francif- 
>co Alvarez* a man of bufinefs, to make a report to the royal court of 
audience and the brothers of the order of Jerony mites -in St. Domingo, 
of all that had happened* more particularly relative to Narvaez; and 
alfo to inform them, how he had punifhed by flavery, thofe guilty of 
revolt and murders, and meant to purfue the fame rncafures wuth all 
thole people who adhered to the alliance of the Mexicans. He alfo fup- 
plicatcd their intcrells in reprclcnting our faithful fervices to the Empe- 
ror, and their fupport againft the raifreprefentations and enmity of the 
Bilhop of Burgos. 

Cortes likewife at this time lent a veflel to Jamaica for horfes* 
commanded by one De Solis, whom we afterwards called De Solis de la 
Huerta. Some will afk how he was able to lend agents to Caflille, to 
St. Domingo* and Jamaica, without money. To this I reply, that on 
the night of our retreat from Mexico, though many of our foldiers were 
killed, yet a confiderable quantity of gold was faved* as the firfl who 
paBed the bridge were* the eighty loaded Tlafcalans ; fo that though 
much was loll in the ditches of Mexico* yet all was not left there, and 
the gold which was brought off by the Tlafcalans* was by them deli- 
vered to Cortes. But as to us poor foldiers who had no command, but 
were commanded, it enough for us to efcape with our lives, and all 
badly wounded too* without troubling ourfHves what was done with 
the gold, nor how much of it was brought off; and it was alfo fhrewd- 
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1y fufpeiftcd, that the tieafure which fell to the (hare of the garriibn of 
Villa Rica, and of which thofe who were entruded with the conveyance 
were robbed, went after all to Old Cadille, Jamaica and eKewhcie. 
Blit the< ingots of gold in the captains pockets (lopped alt inquiiy upon 
that head. 

The (iege of Mexico being how determined on, Cortes left a gar- 
rifon of twenty men modly (ick and wounded, under the command of 
Francifeo dc Orozco in the town of Frontera, and proceeded with the 
reft of his force to the country of Hafcala, where he ordered timber to 
be cut for the conilrudlion of the veilels to command the lake of Mex- 
ico. The (hips were to be conftrudled under the directions of Martin 
Lopez, an excellent (hipwright, and one who wae mod highly (ervi- 
ceable to his Majedy*s intcreds here in other refpeCts, beddes being a 
valiant (bldier. When we arrived at Tlafcala, we found that our good 
friend and the faithful ally of our Monarch, Maxicatzin, had fallen a 
victim to the fmall pox. Cortes lamented him as if he had been his 
father, and put on mourning in refpeCt to him, as did many of our 
captains and foldiers. As there was fomc difpute in regard to the fuc- 
cedion, Cortes fettled that it (hould be with the legitimate fon of our 
friend, as he had defired at his death; a (hort time previous to which, 
having fummoned his family into his prcfencc, he had dri^ly enjoiried 
them never to quit our alliance, as we were undoubtedly thofe who were 
deflined to rule that country. The other chiefs of that nation offered 
their aflillancc in providing timber, and alfo to aid us in the war againft 
the Mexicans. Cortes received their propofals with every mark of at- 
tention and gratitude, and at that time propofed to one of them, the eh 
der Xicotenga, to turn chriftian; to which he readily adented, and. 
was baptized in great ceremony by the name of Don Lorenzo de Var- 
gas. 


Our (hipwright Lopez managed his budnefs fo well, that in a few 
days he had all his timber cut, fhaped, and marked for each particular 
part of the ve(&ls. He was adiiled by a good foldier named Andres 
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Nunez, and by old Ri^nir^ the carpenter, who was lame with a wound. 
Cortes obtained from the port of Villa Rica the iron work, fails, and 
oth^ neceflaries to equip the veilels; and he aKb ordered to be fent to 
him what fmiths were there, amongft others, Aguilar, of which name 
there were three amongft us, but this wa^ the man we called “ the iron> 
mauler.** As pitch was wanting, and was unknown to the natives of 
thoft countries, he lent four failors to the; pine %voods of Guaxacingo, 
which.lfK y^y cqnftderablc, to obtain a fupply of that article. Some 
curiousjperfons have afked me, why Cortes Cent Alonzo dc Avila who 
was io valiant a captain on an alRir of negociation, when he had men 
of..bu0nefs fuch as Alonzo .de Gxado, and Juan de Cacercs the rich, and 
Qtihers whom they have named tO; me. To this I reply, that Cortes 
Cent Avila becauft he was a brave man, and would not be afraid to fpeak 
out on any neceftary occafion in order to obtain juftice; and therefore, 
to avoid being oppofed and thwarted by him, and to give his 
company to Andres de Tapia, and his office of contador to Alonzo dc 
Grado, Cortes chofe to fend him upon bufinefs to St. Domingo. 

Now that the timber of the vellcls was all ready for the dock yard, 
and that thole who came with Narvaez no longer molefted us with their 
fe^s and furmifes, there was great difference of opinion amongft us on 
the 'fubjc<ft of eftablilhing our poft, in order to prepare for the inveft- 
ment of Mexico. Some ftrongly recommended Ayotcingo as moft con- 
venient on account of the canals, others, anumgft whom was Cortes, 
as ftrongly iniifted on the elegibility of Tezcuco as moft advantageous 
for making incurfions upon the Mexican territory. The decifion being 
at length for Tezcuco, juft as we were ready to march we were inter- 
ri^^ in our movements for an inftant, by intelligence that a veflel had 
arrived at Villa Rica from Europe and the Canaiy lllands, loaded with 
militaiy ftores, merchandile, and horles. It was commanded by one 
Friincifeo Medel, but the owner of the property, who came with it, 
Wi^.;onO Juan de Burgos. There were alfo on board thirteen foldiers. 
We were in high fpirits on receiving this intelligence, and Cortes hav- 
ing fent orders to purchafe the whole dirgo, we loft not a jnoment in 
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fctting fonvarJ on our route for Tczcuco, after we were joined by the 
people who came on board the veflel. Amongft thefe were one Juan 
del Efpinar, afterwards a very rich man, one Sagredo uncle to the wo- 
man called LaSagreda, in the llland of Cuba, and a Biicayan named Mon- 
jaraz, uncle to two of that name who were foldicrs with us, and father 
to the handl'omc woman who afterwards came to Mcxia> called La 
Monjaraza. This man. never was in any expedition or engagement with 
ns, always pwtending to be tick, though lie miiled no opportunity of 
boafting of his valour. When w’e befieged Mexico, he (aid hej|» would 
fee how the natives fought, for he had no opinion of their bravciy'. 
Me accordingly went to the top of a very high temple like a turret, and 
no one ever could tell how it was, but certain Indians killed him on 
that very day. Thofc who had known him in the Idand of St. Do- 
mingo faid, that it was God’s judgment on him for having had his wife, 
a good, honourable, and beautiful woman, put to death, by the perjury 
of fain* witnellev. 
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CHAPTER ir. 


March of th^ Spaniards to bejiege Mexico, December z%th. 
tj20. Invejlment of Mexico, May 30M. 1521. Siege of 
city, and fnat con^neji Aug'ifi i fitht 1521- 

On the dity after the feall of the nativity, wc fi t forward towards 
Tezcuco with our full force, and accompanied by ten thoufand of our 
Hafcalan allies. On the fame night wc halted in a part of the territory 
of Tezcuco, the inhabitants of the place fji only ing us with provifions. 
The next night wc halted at the foot of the ridge of mountains, having 
made a march of about three leagues; wc found here a very Icvcrccold. 
Early the next day wc afeended the mountains, the bad roatis through 
which were made more difficult by cuts, or dikes, abbatis of. trees, and 
the like, which required the utmofl exertions of our allies to remove. 
F^nxxeding , thus however with much regularity and precaution, we 
reached' the fummit, a company of mufquctecrs and crofsbow-mcn being 
in our front, and our allies clearing the way for the cavalry. Dcfccnd- 
ing a little, we came to that part from whence we difeover the whole 
extent of the city, lake, and plain of Mexico, with all its towns rifing 
as it were out of the water, and here we returned tlianks to God for per> 
itutting iis again to behold this city. 

* 

Wc now obferved fighals made by fmoke in the different places 
towards Mexico, and a littib farther on we fell in with a body of the 
enemy who were polled at a bad pafs, wh^e a broken, wooden bridge 
cibfl^ a deep water cut. Wc foon drove them from thence, and paf- 
ied over without difficulty, the enemy contenting themielves with fhouu 
iog at us from a dillancc. Our allies pillaged as they along, con- 
trary 
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trary to the ^iclinadpn of Cortes* who was iiot able to rdhain 
We halted for this night at a fo\Vn in the Writory of Tezcuco, which 
the inhabitants had abandoned. We had got intelligence by lomeMex- 
icans wc made prifoners in the kft'iktrmilh, tliat Urge bodies of the 
enemy waited for us in front; but it .afterwards appeared that they had 
feparated, in confcquencc of feuds*: and WNhse^ civil Ivar which exiil- 
cii between the Mexicans and' thole of Tezcuco. ’Thc o^^all pox al(b, 
which was at the fame time very deftnidtive in the country, contributed 
in a condderabk degree to prevent their armies from a^^bltng. 

On the next morning wc again fet forward on pur march for leas- 
cuco, which was diilant about two leagues; but we had proceeded a 
very (liort diil-ance, Ix'forc one of our patroles cariic to its with intelli- 
gence that ten Indians were on the road* with figris of peace. The 
whole of the country alfo through which wc marched exhibited cv'ciry 
lign of moil: jx^rfcdl tranquillity. When tliclc Indians arrived, we found 
that they compofed an embafly, confifting of feven chieftains of Tezeu- 
co. A golden banner borne upon a long lancc was carried before them, 
and when they came near us the banner was lowered, and they bowed 
their bodies. Addrefling Cortes in the name of their lord CoQ^vadtn*. 
the prince of Tezcuco, they then requefted to be received under dur 
protedlion, inviting us to their city, and prefenting to us, as a token of 
peace, their golden banner. They utterly denied having wiy part in the 
attacks with which we had been threatened, and requeHcd'^thait no injury 
might be done to their city by us or our allies. Three of thde embaf- 
fadors were perfonally known to mofl: of us, for they were relations . of 
the good Montezuma, and captains of his guardsr." “’Cortes earndlly rc- 
quefted the Tlafcalan chiefs to prevent their jpcople from pillaging, 
and his wilhes were ftridtly attended to, excepfipg” only in the article 
of provifions. 

It clearly appeared that thh embafly was a Ij^c pretence; never- 
thelefs the embaflladors were aflTured that every proteeSlibn Ihbuld be af- 
forded to the country, but were at the lame time told^ that it could not^‘ 
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be unknolx^n to . them, how, above forty of the Spaniards afid two hun- 
dred of our allies wdre put to death within their territories, when wc 
retreated from Mexico. For the lofs of lives Cortes faid no reftitution 
could be made^ but the goki and other property, they might return. 
Tlwy in reply threw the blame upon the prince wh o had fuccccdcdMon- 
te9EUii^^;< and, who they laid reccivcil the fpoil, nnd facriheed the prifo- 
ners. " Cortes therefore found that little was to be got from them, and 
we proceeded to ayillagc in the outikirts of Tc 2 cuco, named Guatinchan, 
or Huaxutlan, where we halted for the night. On the enfuing mom- 
iilg' We airrived at Terouco, and immediately remarked that neither wo- 
men^r children , were to be feen, and the men appeared as if the}’ were 
meditating fome mifehief againll us. We took up our quarters in fomc 
buildings which conhAed of large halls and enclofed courts, and receiv- 
ed orders not to quit them, and to be very alert. Alvarado, De Oli, 
and fome foldicrs whereof 1 was one, then afeended to the top of the 
great temple, which was very lofty, in order to notice what was going 
on in the neighbourhood. Wc obferved that all the people were in 
movement, carrying off their chiMren and effctSls to the woods, the reedy 
borders of the lake, and to a immber of canoes collcdted for the ptir- 
pe^.. ,, vCoites now ,wi(hcd to ieize the chief who had lent him the cm- 
bfldSy, but found that he had fled to Mexico, with many other perfons 
of rank. We polled flrong guards for the night, and as in fo large a 
city there are many diflerent parties and fa<Sli€»i8, and thole perfons who 
'tVere advert to the prefent chief having remained, Cortes on the next 
mOrning;^^mt for them, and enquired into the Hale of their government, 
'Hiey aflfure^ him that their prefent chief, Cocoivatzin, was an ufurper, 
^vitig murdered his elder brother Cufeuxea, and was fupported only by 
the prince then on the throne of Mexico, and whofe name was Guati- 
motzin.. They pointed out the youth who was the right heir, and who 
was immediately conducted into the prefence .of Cortes, by whole ordec 
ho was baptized with much folemnity, being odkd after his godfather, 
Dcm HcnUttido Cortes j after which.he was appointed loid of Tezcuco* 
Cortes in order to retain him in our holy faith and in the intcrdls of 
Spain, and allb to inllrudl him in our language, ordered three perfons to 
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attend upon him; Anthonio de VUlarocl matiited to the handiome I&bel 
de Ojeda, a batchcUor named Efcobar <3^ptain of Tezcuco, and Pedro 
Sanches Farfan, a good foldicr-, married to the worthy and honorable 
lady Maria dc Eftrada. Cortes then required of him a number of Indi* 
an labourers to open the canals, in order to bring his veflels to the lake. 
He alfo explained to him his plan* of attacking Megdeo, to whiOh the 
young prince oflcrcd alTUlance to the utmoft of his power. 

Our captains were at this time aOigned their difl^nt pods, in calc 
of a fudden attack* upon our quarters., the reigning prince in Mexico 
frequently fending out his troops upon the lake, in expetdation of tak~ 
ing us unprepared. Some neighbouring people, whole dillri(d is called 
Guatinchan, and who had been guilty of offences in the murders of our 
countrymen, now petitioned for, and obtained pardon. The work up- 
on the canals went on mod rapidly, as wc never had Icfs than from (even 
to eight thoufand Indians employed. 

Guatimotzin now upon the throne of Mexico, was lord of Izta- 
'palapa, the people whereof were bitter enemies to us, and our declared 
allies of Chaleo, Talmalanco, Mecameca, and Chimaloacan. As wc 
had been twelve days in Tezcuco, fo large a force caufed fomc fcarcity 
of provilions; idlcnefs had alfo made our allies grow impatient, and for 
thole reafons it became neceflary to take the field. Cortes therefore pro- 
ceeded towards Iztapalapa at the head of thirteen cavalry, two hundred 
and twenty infantry, and the whole body of our Indian confederates. 
The inhabitants had received a reinforcement of eight thouland Mexi- 
cans, and- as we approached, they fell back into the town. lEftit this 
was all a concerted plan; they then fled into their canoes, theli^s by 
the fide of the lake, and alfo to thofe houles which were in the water, 
where they remained quietly, leaving us in pc^lelfiott- of that part of the 
town which was on the firm land. As it was now night wc polled our 
guards, and were repofing contentedly in our quarters, when all on a 
fudden there came on us fuch a body of water by the Urccts and into 
the houles, that if our friends from Tezcuco had not called to us at tbikt 

moment^ 



(,i*54 ) 


tnoi6^, ,1ve i]|ot>l4 dtbwned; for the enemy had cut the 

t^ks of th« canatls, k|ld alfe a cauibnny, Mfheireby the place was laid 
uhder watCT as'it ww infttotaneoi^y. ' ' As it happened two of our al- 
lies only Ipft thdr lives, but all oUr powder was deftroyed, and we 
were tb efcape with a good wetting. We palled the night badly 
enoi^m* ,. being fiqlperlefs, and very cold; &ut what provoked us moft 
wsw"^^ laughter and irtdckings of the Itidians upon^c lake. Worfc 
thatf^lailwwcver happened to us, for lil^^bodics from the garrifon of 
M^iC6^ who kiiew of the plan, croflfed the water and fell on us at day 
bl«JC With fuch Vi6ld^fie was with difficulty- we could fuflain 

their attacks. They and one of our horfes, and 

wbuhdM a great many. Our allies' allb fuffired a conhderable lofs on 
this occalion. The enemy being at length beaten off wc returned to 
Tezcuco, in very bad humour, having acquired little fame or advan- 
tage by our expedition. ' 


Tu'o days after our return from our laft expedition, the people of 
three neighbouring diffri<5ts, viz Tcpetezcuco, Obtumba, and another 
which I do not rccolle<?l, fent to (bllicit pardon for the offences they had 
cdiiiimJtted, cxcufing thcmfclvcs, by alledging the commands of Coad- 
hrvi;ca. ' Cortes making a merit of neceffity ^ve them a free pardon, 
knowing very well that he "was riot in a fltuation to do otherwife. The 
people alfo piTihat place called Venezuela, or liittlc Venice, who had al- 
ways been at Cnmity with the Mexicans, now follicitcd our alliance; a cir- 
^brnffancx highly uieful, from the fituation of that town within the lake ; 
an4 .th!Cy 'jpromifed alfb to bring over thdr neighbours to us. 

■ * . . '.i' • ■ ' * ' 

’^ijjliligehcc was foon' received, that lar^ bodies of Mexican troops 
had fah<^ upon the diffri^s in alliance with us, the inhabitants of which 
being afraid to’ remain at home, were ffying to the woods or to our 
quarters for protection. Cortes- ordered- but twenty cavalry and two 
hundred infantry, twenty three muiqueteers and crofsbow-mcn included, 
and talcing Alvarado and ’'De Oli with him, proceeded tbthe towns of 
Ouatinclian, and Huaxutlan. The reports appeared to have foundation, 
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but the real caufc of contention was, the crop of Indian corn on the bor- 
ders of the lake, which was now fit to reap, and from which titc peo- 
ple of Tczcuco and the others fupplied our provilions; but the Mexicans 
alfb laid claim to it, and it appeared that the produce of thefe fields went 
to the priefts of Mexico. Cortes told them to inform him when they 
thought it neceflaiy to cut the com* nnd accordii^ly, at that time, a 
body of one hundred or upwards ctf our fddiers, attended by the allies 
went out to CO vefy^he. reapers. I was twice on that 4uty> ^nd had one 
fmart fkirmifh. ^PPSe Mexicans croflcd over in upwards of a thoufund 
canoes, and attacked us in the maize fields, but we and our allies, drove 
them back to their boats, with the lofs of one foldicr of our’s killed, 
and many wounded. They fought like men, and left bchiml them 
twenty dead, and we alfo took five prifon^. At this time other neigh- 
bouring diflri^s fulicited our alliance. 

There were two places, named Chaleo and Talntalanco, of fomc 
confequence, as being between our army and TIafcala. I'hcy were now 
poflefTed by the Mexican troops, and though Cortes had fevcral peti- 
tions for protedlion, he thought it ncccflary above all things, immedi- 
ately to diflodge thefe Mexicans, that fiich of lus allies as willicd it 
might return home, and .alfo in- order to obtain his fliip timber from 
TIafcala. He therefore font a force for this purpofe under Sandoval and 
De Lugo, confifting of fifteen cavalry and two hundred infantry, and 
he gave thefe officers orders to break completely the Mexican force, where- 
by we fhould obtain a clear communication with Villa Rica. Our allies 
of Chaleo were fccrctly informed of our intention, in order tlut they 
fhould be ready to fupport us. Sandoval had put tcivpf his party in the 
rear as a guard, and to proteiSl the allies who were returning home with 
his detachment, and who were loaded with plunder. "J'hc Mexicans 
fell upon them on their march with confidcrable impreffion, owing to 
the weaknefs of the rear guard, of which they killed two, and wound- 
ed the reft; and although Sandoval inftantly flew to their relief, the 
Mexicans contrived to reach the lake. Sandoval cenfured the people in 
the rear for this^. throwing the whole blame on them ; he then put the 
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Tlafbalans in feciirity, and having fent the letters with which he was 
intrttfled to the commandant of Villa Rica, in which Cortes ordered 
him to fend what reinforcements he could to Tlafcala, there to wait un> 
til it (hould be afeertained that the route from thence to Tczcuco was 
clear, he difmilTcd the allies to their province, and returned to Chaleo, 
which diftridt he had reafon to apprehend was filled with the troops of 
he Mexicans. 

On his road he was attacked in a plain covdlUpw ith maize and 
maguey, by a body of the enemy who wounded ieve^l of his party; 
the cavalry drove them to a difiance, after which he purfued liis route 
to Chaleo. Having informed the principal people of this place of his 
intention to march to Tczcuco on the enfuing day, they informed hini^ 
of their determination to go with him, and for the following reafon. 
Their lord was lately dead of the fmall pox. He had on his death- 
bed recommended his fons to the protc(5tion of Cortes, being convinced 
that wc were thofc of whom their ancefiors had proplicfied, when they 
faid that men wdth beards fiiould come to govern them j and he there- 
fore enjoined his fons to receive their dominions from the hands of our 
chief. Sandoval accordingly marched for our head quarters, bringing 
with him the young lords of Chaleo, who experienced a mofi gracious 
reception from Cortes, and they prefented him with ornaments of gold 
amounting in value to about two hundred thoufand crowns. Cortes 
divided the difhri^ between them, giving Chaleo and the larger part 
to the dder brother, and Talmalanco, Ayocingo, and Chimalcan, with 
other places, to the younger. By fomc Mexican prifoners Cortes lent 
a mefia^ to the reigning prince in that city, couched in the mofi in- 
viting and amicable terms, in order to induce him to come to an accom- 
modation; but Guatiniotzin would not hear them, and padifted in the 
mofi active hofiility againfi us. Frequent complaints came to us at 
this time of the incurfions imde by the enemy upon our allies of Gua- 
tinchan and Huaxutlan, in the neighbourhood of the lake, tipon the 
old caule of 'the fields fown for the fcrvicc of the Mexican temples ; in 
^confequence of which, Cort^ being determined to put a ftop to thefc 
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inroads, and marching with a ftrong party for that purpofc, came up 
with the enemy at tlie difhmce of about two leagues from Tczcuco, and 
fo completely broke and defeated them, though with no very confidera- 
ble lofs on tlicir fide, that they did not (how thcmfclvcs there again. 

As it was rcfolvcd to lofe no time in ^ the grand objc€t of our entcr- 
prife, Sandoval attended by twenty of the principal people oi^tTezcuco, 
marched with a detachment of two liundrcd foldiers of the infantrjs 
twenty mufquctcciff and crofsbow>mcn included, and fifteen cavalrj', 
from Tezcuco, in order to bring the timber to confiru<£t our (hips on the 
lake of Mexico. Before they fet out, Cortes effi^ed a reconciliation be-> 
tween the Tlafcalans and the Indians of Chaleo, who had long been 
hoftile. He gave dircdlions to Sandoval, after he had left the chieftains * 
of Chaleo in their owm town, to proceed by a place named by us Puebla 
Morclca, the inhabitants of which had robbed and put to death up- 
wards of forty of our foldiers, who were on' their march from Vera 
Cruz to Mexico, when we went to the relief of Alvarado. Sandoval 
had orders to infiidt an exemplary puniflimcnt on them, not that their 
guilt was more than that of the people of Tezcuco, who were the lead- 
ers of the bufinefs, but becaufe they could be punilhed w'ith lefs incon- 
venience. The place was put under military execution. Some few of 
the inhabitants were made prifoners, and when Sandoval enquired of 
them in what manner they had deftroyed the Spaniards, they informed 
him that they were fallen on by the troops of Mexico and Tezcuco, by 
furprizc, in a narrow pafs where they could only go in fingle file, and 
that it was done in revenge for the death of Cacamatzin. Not more 
than three or four of thefe people lofi their lives, as Sandoval had pity 
on them. In the temples were found many traces of the blood of our 
countrymen upon the walls, their idols were befmeared with it, and wc 
found the (kins of two of their faces with their beards^ drdicd like lea- 
ther, and hung upon the altars, as w'ere alfo the (hoes of four horfes, 
together with their (kins very well dreflfed. The following words were 
found written upon a piece of marble fixed in the wall of one of the 
houfes. ** Here was taken the unfortunate Juan Juftc, with many 
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“ Others of his companiotis.** This Jufte was a gentleman who came 
with Karvaez» and ferv^ in the cavaliy. Theie fad remains filled the 
minds of Sandoval and his party with rage and grief, but there w'as no 
jpofTibility of obeying the didtates of their feelings, for the men were all 
fled, . atid the women and children bewailed their fate in the moflafl^dl- 
ing tenms. Sandoval therefore fent them to their hulbands and fathers, 
whom thl^ induced to come in and fubmit. In anfwer to thequeftions 
put to them relative to the gold, they declared that it had all been claim* 
cd by the' Mexicans. Sandoval now continual his march to Tlafcala, 
and when he came near the capital of that country, he fell in with a 
Vaft body of Indians employed in tranfporting the timber, and condudl- 
cd by Chichimecatecle, . and our fhipwright Martin Lopez. The order 
'thefe people came in was as follows. Eight thoufand men carrial the 
timber ready (haped for every part of the thirteen veflels, eight thoufand 
more followed us a guard with their enfigns and arms, and a third bo- 
dy of two thoufand, as a relief, and with provifions for the whole. 
Several Spaniards joined us with this efcort, and alfo two great Tlafcalan 
chiefs named Teulcticic, and Teatical. The enemy appeared only in 
fmall bodies at a diflance, but it was thought ncceflary to ufe much 
precaution, conlidering the extent of the line of march, and the danger 
of a furprife. Sandoval fent fome of his troops in front, and ported 
others on the flanks, while he remained at the rear guard with the Tlaf- 
calans, to whom he artigned that port. This arrangement gave their 
chief, Chichimecatecle, great offence, but when he was informed that 
it was there the Mexicans were moff likely to attack, his pride became 
pacified. In twQ days more the whole body arrived at Tezcuco, in 
greiu triumph and pomp, the allies wearing their finert habits and great 
. plum^ of feathers, with dnims, horns, and trumpets, founding. Thus 
they continued marching into our quarters, without breaking a file, for 
• the fpace of full half the day, (houting out, ” Cart ilia! Cartilla! Tlafca- 
*■* la! Tlafcala! live his Majcfty the Emperor.** 

' . OuK timber beir^ now laid ready at the docks, in a very fhort 
time, by the great exertions of Lopez, ^he hulls were completely ffnirti- 
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ed ; but we were obliged to keep the urideft guard, as the MexicaM 
fent three parties to endeavour to fet them on fire. 

! - 

The Tlafcalans wer^ anxious to be ient on fome cnterpnie,;;U^ 
Cortes indulged them by declaring his intention to march on 
ing day to Saltocan, a town which had neglected our fummons tQ^ .a 
fubmilTion. For this purpoie he ordered two hundred and 6fty infan* 
try and thirty cavalry, the whole of the Tlafcalans, and a body of the 
warriors of Tczcuco. He appointed the captains Alvarado and Dc OIL 
to a<51: under him, and having left the poft of Tezcuco, where it was 
always ncceflar)’’ ** to have the beard upon the fhoulders,** under the care 
of Sando\'al, and ordered Lopez to have the veilels* ready to launch with- 
in the fpace of fifteen days, he fet out with the above force upon his 
expedition. When he approached Saltocan, he was met by large bodies 
of the Mexican troops, whom the cavalry drove to the woods. The 
troops halted for the night in fome villages, in a country thickly inha- 
bited. They were kept very alert, for it was known that the enemy* 
had a confiderable force in Saltocan ; and a body of Mexicans had been 
fent thither in large boats, and was at this time concealed in the deep 
canals of the neighbourhood. 

On the enfuing day, at the commencement of the march, our 
troops were aflailed by the enemy, and fcveral were wounded, without 
our cavalry having it in their power to retaliate, on account of the num- 
ber of canals. ■ The only caufeway which led to the town on the land 
fide, they had completely inundated, and our mufquetry was of no ef- 
fect againft the enemy in their canoes, being fo well guarded by ffrong 
fcrcens of timber. All this contributed to give our people a difguff to 
the expedition. Some Indians of Tczcuco who had joined our army, 
at this time pointed out a pafs to one of our fokiiers ; upon which, our 
jx^oplc put themfelves into march, and under the diretftion of their guide 
croH'ed the canals and waters, and at length reached the road which led 
to the tow'n, Cortes with the cavalry remaining wi the other fide. Our 
troops advanced againff the town, and made a confiderable daughter of 
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the Mexicans* driving the remainder, and the natives of the place, to 
their boats. They then returned to Cortes, with a contidcrable booty 
of llavcs, mantles, fait, and gold. We loft one foldicr by this expe- 
dition. 

A 

* On the enfuing day Cortes marched againft a large town called 
Culvatitlan, through a very populous country. We found the place to 
which we marched totally deferted, and here we halted for the night. 
On the enfuing- day we proceeded to another large town called Tenayuco, 
but which we named the town of the ferpents, on account of the enor- 
mous figures of thefe animals which we found in their temples, and 
which they worfhipped as gods. This place w'c alfo found tlcfcrted, 
and we proceeded a league farther to that which we called the town of 
the gold-fmiths. This place was alfo deferted, and our troops march- 
ed half a league farther, to Tacuba, our foldicrs being obliged to cut 
their way through confidcrable numbers of the natives. In this town 
our troops halted for the night, and on the next day they were aflailed 
by bodies of the enemy, who had fettled a plan to retreat by their caufe- 
ways, in order to draw us into an ambufeade. This in part fucceeded ; 
Cortes and our troops purfued them acrofs a bridge, and were immedi- 
ately furrounded by vaft numbers on land and in the water. The cn- 
fign was thrown over the bridge, and the Mexicans were dragging him 
to their canoes, yet he efcaped from them with his colours in his hand. 
In this attack they killed five of our foldiers, and wounded many. Cor- 
tes perceived his imprudence, and ordered a retreat, which w'as eftedted 
with regfularity, our people fronting the enemy, and only giving ground 
inch inch. Juan Volante, the enfign who fell into the lake, had a 
jealoufy with one of our foldiers, Pedro de Ircio, about a certain woman. 
The latter in order to aftiront him ufed feme abuflvc language, which 
Volante did not deferve, being a very valiant gentleman, as he had 
fhown on that and many other occaiions. Cortes halted here for five 
days, and then returned to Tezcuco, the Mexicans harrafling his march ; 
but having been once defeated in an ambufeade which Cortes laid for 
them, . they defifted. When our troops arrived at head quarters, the 
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Tlafcalans, who had enriched themfdvcs by plunder, were anxious to 
go home, which Cortes readily gave them permiflion to do. 

During four days after this expedition, the Indians of fcvcral neigh> 
bouring diflridts came in with prelents and declarations of fubmi/Iion. 
Cortes received all in good part, although he knew very well that they 
' had been concerned in murdei^, difmiiling them with promifes of pro- 
tection. Other applications of a more embarrafling nature were alfo 
made at this time, for the nations in our alliance came with painted re- 
prefentations of the outrages committed on them by the Mexicans, and 
requeuing fuccour. Cortes was hardly able to grant them ailifVancc, 
from the ftatc of our army, which, exclufive of our lofs by killed and 
wounded was grown vciy unhealthy. He however promifed them his 
fupport, bnt told them to rely more on their own exertions, and that 
they Oiould be afliftcd by the neighbouring people of our alliance. For 
this purpofe he gave them letters of fummons to the refpedtive dilfridts; 
to ailemblc againft the common enemy. The different dillri<5ts having 
aflembled their forces, met the Mexicans in the field, and had an a(5tion 
with them, in which they exerted themfelves with fuccefs. The pro- 
vince of Chaleo however was an objedt of more importance; the poflef- 
lion of that country was requifite for our communication with Villa Ri- 
ca and Tlafcala, and for the fubfiftence of our troops, as it was a com 
country. It was much harraffed, and therefore Cortes -fent Sandoval 
with about two hundred and fifty of our troops, cavalry and infantry, 
accompanied by what few of our Tlafcalan allies remained with us, and 
a company of thofe of Tczcuco, to clear it of the enemy. 

On the twelfth day of March, one thoufand five hundred and twenty 
one, after hearing mafs, Sandoval fet out, and arrived in thediftrit^ of 
Chaleo. On the enfuing morning he reached Talmanalco, where he 
received information that the Mexican force was pofted at a large town 
called Guaztepeque. The warriors of Chaleo accompanied our troops, 
who halted for the night at the town of Chimalcan. On the next morn- 
ing Sandoval ordered the crofsbow-men and mufqueteers to attack the 
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enemy' in the broken ground, and forming the cavalry into fmall divi- 
/ions of three in front, dirc^ed them to charge as icon as the firing had 
made any impredlonj thoie who were armed' with fword and buckler 
Ik formed in a compa<5t body as a seferve. Advancing in this order, he 
(hoitly perceived the Mexicans in three large battalians or columns, and 
founding their warlike mufic. As fbon as Sandoval perceived their dif- 
polition he thought proper to give up his original plan, and to break 
tlic enemy by a charge of cavaliy . Putting himfelf therefore at the head 
of this bexiy of troops, he attacked them, crying out ** St. Jago for us ! 
comrades*^ on!** The main body of the Mexicans was partly broken 
by the charge, but they immediately clofed and fronted again. The 
ground was much in their favor, fo that Sandoval faw it was abfolutcly 
ncceflary to drive them from this poft, into the open ground in their 
rear. For this purpole he ordered the mufquetecrs and crofsbow-mcn 
to engage them in the front, and the troops armed with fword and tar- 
get to turn their flanks, and he gave diredlions, that at the proper time, 
the cavalry fhould -fall on the enemy by a fignal. He alfo now ordered 
our allies to come forward to the attack. Our troops at laft forced them 
to retreat; they fell back however no farther than to a fccond ftrong po- 
sition, nor could SandoVal with his cavaliy do any confiderable execution 
among them. Here wc loft Gonzalo Dominguez, whofe horfe fell 
with him, whereby he died in a few days. He was much regretted, 
for we eftcemed him to be as brave a foldicr as De Oli or Sandoval. 
Our army having broken the enemy again, purfued them to the town, 
where they were fuddcnly attacked by at Icaft fifteen thoulanci frefh war- 
riors, who attempted to furround them ; but our troops falling on both 
their flanks, the whole faced about and fled, endeavoring to rally behind 
fome works which they had conftrutftcd. They were however fo clofe- 
ly followed that they had not time to do fo, and were driven compleatly 
withinfide. the town. Sandoval then thought it neceflar}'^ to give his 
ibldiers fome repolc, and as a confiderable fpoil of provifions had fallen 
in tlic wa) of the troops, they- began to prepare their dinners, during 
which 'time the patrolcs came galloping in, crying “To arms! the ene- 
“ my are coming!’* There was hardly a moments interval until they 
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were prepared, and advancing againil the enemy, they met them in an 
open fpace, and had a fevcrc ikirmiih, after which the enemy fell back 
behind their works ; but Sandoval attacked them with fuch impetuolii^ 
that he drove them completely away, forcing them to evacuate 
town. 

In this place was a very magnificent and extenfive garden, in 
which Sandoval took his Quarters for the night, and cei^nly it was a 
beautiful one to behold; it contained a number of large and handfome 
buildings, and fuch varieties that it was truly admirable, and fit for the 
refidcncc of a great prince j nor had our foldicrs time to fee the whole of 
it, for it was above a quarter of a league in length. 1 was not in this 
adtion, being very ill by the wound of a lancc, which I received in my 
throat at the aHair of Iztapalapa, the marks of which I carry to this day t 
but I faw the garden about twenty days afterwards, when 1 accompa- 
nied Cortes. Not having Ixxn on this expedition for the reafbn I have 
before afligned, as 1 w'as then almofl at death’s door, I do not in my 
narrative fay wc, and us, but they, and them; but notwithflanding 
that, all is true to the letter as I have relatetl it, for the tranfadtions of 
an expedition are immediately known in quarters, nor is there any op- 
portunity of adding to, or diminifhing the truth, as is fometimes the 
cafe elfewhere. 

Sandoval thought it a good time to fummon all the neighbouring 
diftridls to fubmiflion, which ht accordingly did, but with very little 
effedt, thofe of Acapifllaii, elpecially, anfwering by a defiance. This 
made our allies of Chaleo uneafy, as well knowing that they and the 
Mexicans were only waiting until the return of the Spaniards, in order 
to fall upon them. For feveral rcafons it was neceflary therefore to hum- 
ble thefe people, but a great difference of opinion cxilfed on the fubjedl:. 
Sandoval was adverfe to any new expedition on account of the number 
of his wounded, and the foldicrs of Narvaez were adverfe, bccaufe they 
difliked rifques of any kind ; but our allies . were for it, and Captain 
Luis Marin, a wife and valiant officer, ftrongly fupported them. As 
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the di/lancc was but two leagues Sandoval acquiefccd. When he advan- 
ced, the enemy attacked him with their mifTiIc weapons, and after 
wounding fome of his men, returned lo their ftrong poft in the town. 

» • allies did not exhibit much alacrity in going to the attack, in which 
Spaniards were obliged to (hew them the w^ay, and difmounting 
fome of the cavalry, and leaving the reft in the plain to guard the rear, 
they advanced againft the place, which they entered, having a number 
wounded in the afeent, and amongft others Sandoval himfelf. But if 
the Indians were tardy before, th^ made up for it now ; the Spaniards 
not having the trouUe of putting the enemy to death, it being entirely 
laved them by their allies. Indeed our countrymen thought their time 
employed to much better purpofe in Icarching for gold, or making good 
female prifoners, than in cutting to pieces a parcel of poor wretches 
who did not any longer defend thcmlelves. They frequently blamed 
the cruelty of their allies, and laved many Indians from them. Gomara 
fays that the Spaniards fuftcred thirft here becaufe the water was not to 
be drarik, on account of the quantity of blood with which it was dif- 
colouredi the fa<ft is, that many of the wounded Mexicans did come 
from the rocks and ridges down to the water in making their cfcapc, 
and it was difcoloured the length of time that it would take to fay an 
Ave Maria, but as to our people fullering thirft on that account, that 
muft be untrue, for there were feveral fountains of the fineft water, in 
the town. 

After this fuccefs Sandoval retuftfited to Tezcuco, with a number of 
Haves and conlidcrable fpoils. Guatimotzin the reigning prince of Mex- 
ico was enraged when he heard of the hoftilities committed againft him 
by his own people of Chaleo, and determined to inftitft immediate pu- 
nilhment. He now font acrofs the lake twenty thouland of his w'arri- 
ors in two thouland canoes, to wafte the province with lire and fword, 
fo that at the very moment when the brave Sandoval had arrived at head 
quarters, and before he could make the report of his expedition to the 
geiyeral, there arrived exprdl<» from Chaleo ftating their being in a more 
defperate lituation than e^er. This put Cortes in a violent paftion with 
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tiw'-k*:")*' ihat he had been the caufc of this misfoitiine j and 
thu^ , witijo.u! i> him out, when he came to wait upon himj ht 
commauai i; in:, inii . iu atum. This gave Sandoval pain, thinking that 
he was unwon inly by Cortes. However he was obliged to re- 

turn to Chaleo. Oi; l.u rival he found the bufincfs entirely over, 
for the people of that province had fummoned their allies, and rcpullcd 
the Mexicans, fo that our countrymen returned with the prifoners to 
head quarters. Cortes was delighted when he heard the event, but San- 
doval woiiKi not fpcak to him. The general made every apology, and 
protefted that the whole w'as owing to a miftakc, however, it is unne- 
ceflary to fay any more upon the fubjcA, as they fliortly after became as 
good friends as ever. 

At this time, according to a general proclamation, the Iiulian flaves 
were brought together in order to be marked. The reader is already 
acquainted with the tranfidlions at Tcpcaca. It was if poHible worfc 
now at Tczcuco. Firft there was a fifth for his Majefty, then another 
fifth for Cortes, and then the fliarcs of the captains. What was word, 
mod of the good female flaves had difappeared during the night! it had 
been promifed that they Ihould be rated, and the proprietor chargtxl ac- 
cording to the value ; but the royal officers or commiffarics valued them 
as they thought proper, fo that the poor foldicr fell from bad to worfc. 
I'he confcqucncc of jthis w’as, that in future, to avoid lofing them thus, 
the foidiers concealed their flaves or pafled them as fervants and not pri- 
foners of):ivar, and thofe who were in favor with Cortes brought them 
to l)c marked privately and paid the value to him. Thofe flaves who 
fell to the lot of fuch maders as treated them ill, or had the name of do- 
ing fo, immed lately /deferted and were qo more to be fount! j but the 
owners always remained debtors for fo much upon their value in his 
Majedy’s books, fo that many were in debt more than their (hare of 
prifage of gold could pay off'. 

.*\t this time arrived a (hip, with arms and gunpowder, from Cfld 
Cadillc, in which came Julian de Aldcrcre treafurer for the crown; he 
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^ks £rom Tori^iillas, ^ ^»'al(bOrd6na the elder, who, after the con- 
broujghf over 'five daughtswfs’ w he married very honorably. 

A'bfiatliicr of ^t^^ order of St. f^ranfeis idA>’Came ; he was named Fra Pe- 
dro Mal^rcjo de'UiTi»; He .'brought with him a number of bulls of 
our lord St. Peter, in order to compofe our confciences if we had any 
thing to lay to our charge on account of the wars. The reverend father 
made a fortune in a few months, and returned to Caftille. Anthonio 
Carajaval who now lives in Mexico, though very old, Geronymo Ru- 
iz <ic U Mora, one Briones, who was about four years afterwards hang- 
ed in Guatimala for fedition, Alonzo Diaz dc la Regucra now living in 
V^ladolid, and many others came by this vcflel. We now learned that 
the Bilhop of Burgc» had no longer any power, his Majefty having 
been difpleafed with his conduct ever fince he knew of our eminent fer- 
vicfes. Another meflage arrived at this moment from Chaleo for a/Tif- 
t^^ againft the Mexicans, upon which Cortes gave his promife that 
he w'oiiid immediately march thither, although the brigantines were 
now ready to launch, and the foldicrs were anxious to begin the fiege 
of Mexico. 

‘ Cortes, Idiving the town of Tezcuco to the care of Sandoval, fet 
out after mafs, upon his expedition, to clear the diiln^b of Chaleo, and 
reconnoitre the country adjacent to the lake, on friday the fifth of April, 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty one, at the head of thr^ hundred 
infantry, twenty crofsbow-mcn and fifteen mufqueteers included, andthir- 
fy cavalry, with a large body of the auxiliaries of Tezcuco and Tlafcala. 
The general was accompanied by the treafurer Aldcrete, Fray Pedro 
Melgarcjo, the captains Alvarado, Dc Oli, and Tapia, and in this ex- 
pedition I alfo went. The firft^ night we halted at Talmanalco, and on 
the next day reached Chaleo, whither Cortes fummoned all the chiefs, 
and informed them of his intention immediately to attack Mexico, re- 
■ quiripg their aiTifiance, which they moft readily promifed. On the 
next day, Cortes continuing his march, arrived at the town of Chimal- 
aebah, in the fame province, whwe above twenty thoufand warriors 
had ailembled to meet us. From the time of my firfi arrival in this 
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country, I never had Teen fo many of our allies in one body. Th^ were 
thofe of Chaleo, . Guaxpeingo, Tlafcala, Tezcuco, and other plaopi, 
and they certainly were attra^ed4>y the hope of fpoil, and a voracious 
appetite for human flefli, juft as the fcald crows and other birds of prey 
follow our armies in Italy, in order to feed on the dead bodies after a 
battle. 

Wc here received intelligence, that the Nlexican forces and their al- 
lies of that neighbourhood, were ready and in the field. Cortes there- 
fore warned us to be alert, and early the next morning after mafs, as wc 
proceeded on our march, our route being between two ridges of rocks 
the fummits of which were fortified and garrifoned, the enemy endea- 
vored by outcries and reproaches to draw us to an attack ; but wc purfii- 
ed our march, by a large town named Guaztepeque, which we found 
abandoned, and pafting through, we arrived at a plain where were fdme 
very (canty fountains of water, and hard by was a great rock with a for- 
trels on the fummit. Wc obferv'ed it to be filled with troops, who fa- 
luted us on our approach with (houts, ftiowcrs of ftones, and arrows,' 
by the firft difeharge of which they wounded three of our foldicrs. Cor- 
tes then ordered us to halt, and obierving that the Mexicans feemed to 
defpife us for not attacking them, he font a party of cavalry to examine 
the rock. On their return they told the general, that no part feemed to 
them fo acceftible as that where we then were. Cortes then ordered us 
to afeend, Enfign Chriftoval del Corral with the colours leading us, and 
Cortes with the cavalry remaining in the plain to protedt the rear. 

When we began to afeend the mountain, th|p Indians threw down 
large maftes of rock, and it was dreadful to fee them roll among us, and 
a wonder how any of us efcaped, as they bounded over us. The order 
was a very inconlidcrate one, and very unlike a . wife captain/ One.^]- 
dier though he wore a helmet was killed at my foot ; he never uttered a 
word ; his name was Martirv Valcnciano, As wc continued to afeend, 
the ftones ftill came rolling down upon us, and two more foldiers, one 
named Gafpar Sanches, nephew to the trcafuier of Cuba, and the other 
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named Bravo* were tlie nexf who loil their Jives, and immediately after, 
Alonzo Rodriguez was killed, and two more knocked down. Moib of 
the reft received wounds, but ftill we aftended. I was at that time an 
aiftive young man, and followed clofe to our cnlign, taking advantage 
of the concavities that we found from time to time in the rock. Corral 
was wounded in the head, his face covert'd with blood, and the colours 
tattered to pieces. “ Oh figoor Bernal Diaz del Caftillo” laid he to me, 
•“ here is no advancing; remain under cover, for it is as much as 1 can" 
“ do to keep my hold, and prclcrvc myfelf from falling.*’ Looking 
downward 1 at this time perceived Pedro Barba captain of the crufsbow- 
men, with two foldicrs, climbing up as we had done under the cover 
of the proje<ftions in the face of the rock. I called to him not to ad- 
vance, for that it was impoftiblc to climb much farther. He replied 
in .lofty terms, that 1 Ihould defift from talking, and proceed on. 1 
was a little piqued at this, and exerting my utmoft activity, mounted to 
a conlidcrablc diftance higher, tcllfng him .1 fliould Icc how he would 
do. At tliis moment a lliowcr of large rocks came dow-n, and cruftied 
one of the foldicrs who were with Barba to death ; after having feen 
which he did not ftir a ftep. Corral called out to thofc below dcliring 
them to report to the general the impolTibility of proceeding, and that 
even the defeent was f^ull of danger. When Cortes was informed of this, 
for he could not ice us on account of the inequalities of the rocks, and 
underftood tliat moft of us were wounded and many killed, a circum- 
ftance which he could the readier believe from having had three of the 
cavalry killed on the plain by the rolling down of the mafles of rocks, 
feven alfo being wounded in the fame manner, he gave lignals for us to 
defeend, which we accordingly did,” in a very bloody and bruifed con- 
dition, leaving ciglu of our party dead. 

Bodies of the Mexicans were watching us during this time, con- 
cealed in differeni.'placcs, in order to fall upon us when wc were enga- 
ge^ in the attack, for it was a concerted plan. They now (hewed 
themfelves, and ad\anced againft us; wc attacked them in the plain and 
drove them to (brae other ridges of rocks, and advancing through nar- 
row 
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row paflcs like roads between them, we found another veiy Urong for> 
trefii Hmilar to that we had juft been repulfoi from. We noW deftfied 
fur the prelent, and returned to our former polition, in order to procute 
water, the men and horfes not having drank during the whole day^ 
Wc found fome fpringb at the foot of the rock, but the numbers of the 
enemy had drained them, and left nothing but mud. Wc then pro* 
ceeded to the other fortrcl's which wc had obferved ; there was a dif- 
tance of about a league and a half between the two. Here, in a grove 
of mulberry trees we found a fountain, but very fcanty of water, and 
under thele trees we halted for fome time. At the foot of the rock 
whereon the fort was, ftood a fmall village. The people above began 
at our approach to (lioot at us, and appeared in much more conliderable 
numbers than in the former place, and their lituation was fuch that no 
Ihot from us could take eftet^fc upon them. For fome diftance from the 
level ground, there was an appearance of paths up the rock, but it al* 
together prclcntcd extreme difticulties.. 

On the enfuing day wc attacked, our principal body climbing the 
rock very llowly and with great fatigue, nor could wc have ever afeend- 
cd to the works, for they were wounding and deftn>ying us by rolling 
down maftes of rock on our heads, but that fortunately for us there was 
within lliot of the poft another rock which commanded it, and to this 
all our fire arms and crorsbow>mcn were detached ; and although they 
were rather too for off to have much effcift, yet having killed fevcral of 
the enemy over their ramparts, it threw them off their defence, and they 
offered to fubmit. Cortes called for five of their chiefs to dclccnd, and 
reprehending them for having been the aggrefl’ors, he told them that he 
would pardon them on condition that they induced thofe who were in . 
the other fortrefs to give themfelves up, which tlicy undertook to do. 
Cortes then ordered the two captains Juan Xaramillo and Pedro de ireio, 
and the enfign. Corral, to afeend to the fort which had been futrendered, 
bidding me accompany them, and he at tire fame lime warned us not to 
touch a fingle grain of maiz. I'his expreftton I confidcred as implying 
that we fhould do ourfehes what good wc had in our power. Wc 
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fdundf it to confift of an pkiii on the fummit of a perpendicu- 

lar cocki the entnuioc hy ah apibrtuit not much larger than twice 
of tlw mouth of an oveni ' It was completely filled with men, 
'women, and cliildrchi W thqr liad hot a (ingle drop of water, andabout 
twen^ of their warriors were killed, and many wounded. Their pro- 
perty wM all ^packed up in bales, and here was alfo a confiderablc tri- 
bute, jdftle<£led in order to be fent to Mexico. I had brought four of 
my Jf^Um fervants’ with me, and began to load them, and alfo four of 
the natives ; upon which Captain De Ircio came and told me to lay down 
the ^cks ^immediately, or he would report me to the general, afking if 
I had not heard his orders not to touch a grain of maize. I replied that 
1 had heard the orders that the maize (hould not be taken, and that was 
the reafon why I took the packages ; but he would not fuffer any of it 
to;.|jo, ‘ and on our return reported me to Cortes, expefting that I (hould 
blathe i but Cortes was not fo difpdfbd, faying on the contrary, 
th^ he was forty I had not got the (poil, and that the dogs (hould keep 
their property, and laugh at us, after all the mifehief which th^ had 
done. Dc Ircio on this wiftied to return thither; but Cortes told him 
that the time did not then admit of it. By this, the chiefs had arrived 
from the firft fortrefs, the garrifon of which agreed to fubmit, and we 
returned, being compelled by want of water, to the town of Guaztepe- 
que, where was the noble garden I ‘have before mentioned. In this 
gaiden our whole force lodged for the night; I certainly never had feen 
one of fuch magnificence, and Cortes and the treafurer Alderete, after 
tl^ had walked through and examined it, declared that it was admira- 
. and equal to any that they had ever foen in Callille. 


Oh the enfuing day we marched, for Cuemabaca. The Mexicans 
who were in that town came out and attacked us, but we defeated and 
drove them to a town named Tepuztian, which we took by furprife, 
a great booty of Indian women, and other fpoils. Cortes fum- 


illpried the chiefs three or four times, to fubmit, and on their refufal to 
and in order to ilrike tenror into others, (et fire to about one 
half tif the houfes. Atvthis time the chiefs of a di(Iri<5t named Yauh- 
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tepequc can» w^t on Cortes ipake t|ieir, fubmiOion. C^; l^c 
next day wc arrived at the large ^wn of Ciiemabaca. or CoatQay^ljn 
a very ftrong fituatjon, on.account of;^ deep ravine by a riyu^ 

which runs at the depth of at lead „forty feet, although theie 
much water, and which precluded all accefs to the town excepf 
bridges, which the inhabitants had broken upon our approach,. Cortes 
however being informed that about half , a league lUg^r up was a 
paffage praaicable for the cavalry, w'cpt thither whh them, and 
wc all iearched for paflcs, and at length chibpv^red .a ■ yery dangerous 
one, over fomc trees which hung acrufs fi;om the twp pppoiite lides of 
the ravine. About thirty of us, and many ll^dalans,. ouf way 

over, by the help of thofe trccs^ with great difficulty, three fell info the 
water, and one broke his leg. It was indeed a truly frightful attempt; 
I for a time entirely loll my light, from the depth and danger. We 
who got over, falling on the dank and rear of the enemy uncxpciSbedly, 
and being jull then joined by part of our cavalry who had crpilcd a 
bridge which was not entirely dcllroycd, now drove the enemy from 
this poll, to the neighbouring woods and rocks. In the town wc fouAi| 
conliderablc property, and here we were again lodged in a large garden, 
belonging to .the lord of the dillridt. A deputation of twenty of the 
principal Indians waited on Cortes, apologizing for the hoHilities com- 
mitted, the blame of which they threw on the Mexicans, offering to 
fubmit themlclves and oblerving, as I rccolle(5l, that their gods had 
been permitted by ours to punilh them. . 

Suchimilcco, the objcdl of our march, is a large city on the 
water lake, in which moll of the hoiifes are built. As it was late when 
we fet out from Coadlavaca, and the weather cxce/hvely fultry, our tr<X)ps 
fuffered dreadfully from the want of water, not a drop whereof was to 
be met with on our route. Our allies fainted on the road in numbers ; 
one of them died, and alfo one of cmr Ibldiefs. Cortes feeing the dif- 
trefles of the army, halted under feme pine trees^ and fent a party for- 
w'ard to feck for relief. When I faw tliem about to fet off, my friend 
Chriftoval dc Oli being one of them, I brougjl^ three of my Indian fer- 

vants 



( 47a ) 

vanti with me, and^fol^cd thp |«ity, . which ohferving, 

halted 5 >rder Id fkum, bii(^ I was refoWedr and De Oli at 

laft.|i(!ented, telling. «ie4 miillcaf|i<a to %ht my way. About half a 
lei^e.ijn fwmt y vfere ibrne villages on f;|ie fide of a ridge. The cavalry' 
went thither and j^und water in the houfes, and one of my fiarants 
brought .me .from tberu« a large jar, which they ii(c in that country, full 
of watt^V ,^1 then determined to return, for the inhabitants of the village 
had bcgun. to take the alarm. , L, found Cortes jufl: fetting forward on 
his march^ and gave, him and the captains a hearty draught each out of 
the jar,, which my fcrvi^s carried veiy well concealed, for thirft con- 
fiders itfidf before any one,. We arrived at the villages and found water, 
though not niuchj tlic fun was th^ near fetring, and our cavalry came 
in and reported that the whole country was in movement againft us ; we 
therefore halted here. I was on the night guard, and recolledl that it 
was. very windy and rainy. Several of our foldiers were taken ill with 
inflamations in the mouth and throat, from eating a fpecies of thiftle or 
artichoke, to quench their thirll. 

Early the next morning wc purfued, our loute, and about eight 
o’clock arrived at Suchimikpo. I can give no idea of the number of the 
enemies troops which wxre gathered here, they were in fuch vafi bodies. 
They had broken down the bridge which was in front, and fortified 
thetbl^vcs with parapets and pallifades ; their leaders were armed w'itli 
I'wqrds W'hich they had taken from us in the fatal night of Mexico, and 
which they had polilhed and made very bright. The attack lafied for 
holtif azi hour at the bridge. Some of our people pafibl the water by 
fwimrnmg, ^Jid feme loll their lives in it. What was word, fcvcral 
bodies fell on our flanks and rear. When our cavalry had got on firm 
ground, with the lofs of two more of our foldicrs killed, wc drove them 
before us, but a reinforcement of at Icaft ten thouland Mexicans juft then 
ai^lyed, and received the charge of our cavalry, four of whom they 
woUjpded, Here the good chefnut horlc which our Cortes rode tired 
uitder .bim amongft a croud of the enemy ^ who pulled or knocked the 
general down, with the iixlention of taking him alive j more crouds now 
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gathficd about him, and were hi!rr}'ing him off, but a body of otir 
Tlafcalan allies headed by the brave Chrilloval dc Olca came to his ref- 
cue, and remounted him, though he was Icverely wounded in the head. 
Olea alfo received three defperate wounds from the fwords of the 
enemy. 

As all the ftreets of tlie town were full of Mexican troops, we 
were obliged to di\ idc into bo<.iies and fight feparately; but thofe who 
were nearell, knowing by the outcry and noife that it was very ferious 
in that part where Cortes commanded, hurried thither, and found him 
with about fifteen of the cavalry in a very embarraffed fituation, among 
the canals and parapets. We then forced the enemy to give ground, 
and brought off our Cortes and Olea. On firft paffing the briilge, 
Cortes had ordered the cavalry in two divifions, to clear our flanks. 
At this time they returned to us, every one of them wounded, and re- 
ported that the numbers w'cre fuch that their efforts were unavailing. 

We were in an cnclofed lourt, drclling our wounds with burnt 
oil, and tearing cloth to bind them, when the cavalry came in; and in 
a ffiort time after, fuch a volley of arrows came among us that very few 
efcaped unhurt. We now, together with the cavalry, lallied out among 
the enemy, and ufed our fwords to fuch efie<it that they left a confidc- 
rable number behind them on the ground ; our lofs being, one man and 
two horfes killed. Having now’ a little breathing time, for the enemy 
dcliffed from their attempt to florm our poff, Cortes brought his troops 
to the large enclofurcs where w’crc the temples of the Indians, and fomc 
of our party going to the top, which commanded Mexico and the whole 
lake, perceived above two thoiifand canoes coming from the city againff; 
us full of troops. A body of ten thoufand men alfo marched on the 
land fide, to attack us on that night, and another body of ten thoufand 
was in readinefs as a relief. All this vv'c learned from five of the chiefs 
W'hom we made prifoners. We puffed ffrong guards at thofe placc.s 
where the enemy were to difembark, the cavalry were in rc*;ulincfs to 
atl upon the roads and firm gremnd, and conffant patrolcs v\ere kept 
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going during the night. I and ten more roUiers were poAcd as a guai J 
upon a wall ot lime and flond, which commanded one of tlie landing 
places. While we were on the watch, we heard a noife which we knew 
to be occalioned by the approach of a party of the enemy. We were 
prepared, and beat them off, fending one of our foldiers to make a re- 
port to Cortes. The enemy returned in a very Ihort time, and attack- 
ing us again, knocked down two of our party, and then ilrcw off to 
attempt a landing at another place, which w as a fmall gate upon a deep 
canal. The night was very dark, and as thefe people arc not accuftom- 
cd to fight tiuring that fcafon, it appeared that their two armies fell into 
ronfulion, and contrary to the orders they received, formed in one body, 
making at leafl fifteen thoufand men. 

I muff now fpeak of myfelf, not meaning it how'cvcr iti the way 
of boaff. Wlicn our report reached Cortes, he came to us with ten of 
the cavalry, and as he approached without fjxaking, 1 challenged, 
“ who goes there?” and getting no anfwcr, 1 and my comrade, one 
Gonzalo Sanchez a Portiigiiefe of Algan'c, fent three or four (hots at 
them. Cortes knowing our voices obferved to thofe with him, that 
this poll required no vifiting, for we w'ere two of his veterans. He 
ilien remarked to us that our flation was a dangerous one, and turning 
about without faying any more, he continued his rounds. I afterwards 
heard that one of Narvaez’s foldiers was u'hippcd for negligence on this 
pight. 

Our powder being all exhaufted, Cortes ordered us to prepare a 
good Iforc of .arrows, W’hich we were employed during the night in 
heading and feathering, under the diretftions of Pedro Barba the captain 
of the crofsbovv-incn. At day break tlic enemy attacked us, but with- 
out much fuccefs ,* for w’c killed fcvcral of their leaders, and took many 
of them prifoners, with the lofs of but one Spaniard killed. Our ca- 
valry who had advanctxl, fell in with the Mexicans, and not being 
ftrong enough to attack them, fent back for affiflancci on which the 
whole of our force fallied out. We charged and defeated the enemy, 
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and made fcvcral prifoncrs, wlio informed us of the plan of the Mexi- 
cans to wear us out by inccflOint attacks. We therefore determined to 
quit that place on the enfuing day. In the interim, our troops and 
allies having intelligence of the wealth which was in the town, got 
fome of the prifoncrs to point out to them the houfes that contained it, 
the approach to which was by a caufeway with fmall bridges over the 
canals, for they flood on the frefli w'atcr lake. From thefe they return- 
ed loaded with cotton cloths and other valuables, *and this exantple in- 
duced others to follow it. Unfortunately, while thus employed, a body 
of Mexicans in canoes came upon them, and wounding many, feized 
four foldiers of the company of Captain Dc Monjaraz, alive, and hur- 
lying them into their vcfT'els, carried them to Mexico in triumph. From 
thefe men Guatimotzin the King of Mexico was informed of the fmall- 
nefs of our numbers, and our great lofs in killed and wounded. After 
having queftioned them as much as he thought proper, he commanded 
their hands and feet to be cut off, and in this lamentable condition fent 
them through many dillridls of the neighbourhood, as a fiimplc of what 
he expcfled to do by us all, and after having thus exhibited them 
through the country they wcic put to death. The enfuing morning 
afforded opportunity for frefh attacks upon us, as had been regularly 
the cafe for the four days during w'hich we flaid in Suchimcleo. 

Previous to our march, Cortes drew his troops tp an open place a 
little out of the town, where the market was held. Here he f(>rmcd us, 
and then made a fpccch, wherein he dwelt upon the dangers we had to 
go through in our retreat, -and the grc'at bodies of the enemy that waited 
us on the road ; for which rcafbn, he ftrongly infiiled on the ncccfUty 
of leaving all the luggage behind; but we replied that we w'crc men 
able to defend our properties, our perfons, and his alfo; and that it 
would be very paltry in us to abandon what we liad acquired. When 
he faw our determination, he put us in order for the march, the bag- 
gage in the center, and the cavalry harming the advanced and rear guard ; 
and it was protcdled all'o by our crofsbow-mcn, for as to our mufquctry 
it was ufelcfs from want of powder. The enemy attacked us iqiou our 
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retreat, piirfuing us as far as Cuyocan. There were in this neighbour- 
hood cluftcrs of towns, each of confiderablc magnitude, built in the 
water, at the diftance of two leagues from Mexico, and about a league 
and an half from each other. They amounted to above ten in number. 
It was the inhabitants of all thofe who had joined together at this time 
to attack US; their names were Suchimeleo, Cuyoatan, Chohuilobufeo, 
Iztapalapa, Coadlavaca, Mcfquiquc, and others. We halted for two 
days at Cuyoacan, w^ich we found abajidoncd, attending the wounded, 
and making arrows for our crofsbows. On the thinl morning we 
fet out upon our march for Tacuba, and were attacked as uiual, but 
our cavalry drove the enemy to their ditches and canals. 

Cortes at this time determined to lay an amhufeade, and accordingly 
fet out with ten of the cavalry and four fervants. He foon fell in w'ith 
a party of Mexicans who fled before him, and imprudently prefling 
them too far, a large body of their warriors ftarted out upon him, and 
in their firfl attack wounded all the horfes, and getting two of the at- 
tendants of Cortes in their hands, carried them to Mexico to be facrifi- 
ced, the reft having a moft narrow cfcapc. Our main body reached the 
head quarters at Tacuba with the baggage in fafety, and not hearing 
any thing of Cortes or his party of cavalry, we fufpcdlcd fomc misfor- 
tune. Alvarado, Dc Oli, Tapia, I, and fome more therefore went in 
fcarch of him, towards that part whither we faw them go, and we 
foon met two of his Icrvants, who informed us of what had happen- 
ed. In a fliort time Cortes came up to us ; he was very fad, and 
weeping. 

When we arri\ed at our quarters at Tacuba it rained heavily, and 
we remained untler it for two hours in fomc large enclofcd courts. I'hc 
general, with his captains, the treafurer, our reverend father, and ma- 
ny others of us, mounted to the top of the temple which commanded 
all the lake, and afforded a moft furprifing and pleafing fpedlaclc, from 
the multitude of cities riflng as it were out of the water, and the innu- 
merable quantity of boats employ'ed in filhing, or rapidly palling to and 
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fro. All of us agreed in giving glory to God, for making us the in- 
(Iruments of rendering fuch ferviccs: the reverend father alfo con(uled 
Cortes, who was very fad on account of his late lofs. When wc con- 
templated the fccnes of what had happened to us in Mexico, and which 
wc could well trace from where wc ftood, it made Cortes much more 
fad than before. It was on this that the romance was written which 
begins. 


“ In Tacuba was Cortes, with many a gallant chief, 

“ He thought upon his lofles, and bowed his head with grief. 

One of our foldiers, the bachelor Alonzo Perez, who was afterwards 
fifcal near Mexico, in order to confole him, oblcrvcd, that thole things 
were the common fortune of war, and that they could not at prefent 
compare him to Nero viewing Rome on fire. Cortes anfwcred that he 
was only fad from the refled:ion of the dangers and fatigues that we 
fliould have to go through, but that he W'ould fljortly put his hand to 
the bufinefs. Our captains and foldiers now confuittd, whether it would 
not be eligible to take a view of the caufeway, but it was thought not 
prudent, and we continued our march by Efcapuzalco, which was 
abandoned, to Tenayuca, W'hcre, in the great temple, they worlhippcd 
three ferpents. From this place, which was alfo abandoned, we pro- 
ceeded to Guatitlan, and during the whole tlays march it never cealed 
raining; whereby, together with the weight of our arms, wc came in 
dreadfully fatigued. 

The enemy gave us fomc alarms in the night, during which it 
rained heavily, no watch being kept by us on account of the feverity of 
the weather, as I can teftify, my port not having been vifited either by 
rounds or corporal. Marching through four or five towns w hich were 
abandoned, by a road deep in mud, we arrived in two days more at 
Aculman in the diftri<5t of Tezcuco, where we found that a reinforce- 
ment to our army had ncw’ly arrived from Caftille.. On the next day 
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we proceeded to Tczcuco» and arrived £itigued, worn out, ftnd dimi> 
nifhed in numbers. 

A confpiracy againft the life of Cortes was at this time formed, by 
an adherent of the governor of Cuba, one Anthonio dc Villafana, na- 
tive of Zamora or of Toro, and fome of the other foldiers of Narvaez, 
whole names I w’ill not mention. The afllifllnation was to have been 
executed in the following manner. A veflel having lately arrived from 
Caflille, a letter was to be brought to the general, as from his father, 
and as if it had come by that opportunity; which letter was to be de- 
livered as he fat at table with his officers and foldiers, and when he had 

i 

tjpened, and was in the adt of reading it, the confpirators were to fall 
tm and affaffinatc him with their poinards, together with all of us who 
were in his company. When every thing was arranged, the confpira- 
tors communicated their intentions to two principal perfons whom I will 
not name, but who had been on the expedition with us, one of whom 
on the death of Cortes they meant to have appointed captain general. 
The offices of alguazil major, enfign, alcaldes, regidor, confador, 
treafurer, ^'cedar, and others of this kind were to have been filled up 
from among the foldiers of Narvaez, and they had divided amongff 
them our properties and horfes. The biifinefs was difeovered two days 
after our arrival at Tczcuco, by God’s mercy, who did not chufe that 
New Spain fhould have been fo loff; for if w’e had been put to death, 
all would have fallen into confufion and fadtion. 

It feems a faithful foldier made the difeovery to Cortes, who im- 
mediately took proper ffeps to prevent the mifchief from fpreading, for 
he underftood it to be condudlcd by perfons of quality. As foon as it 
was made clear to him, he gave large rcw'ards for the information. 
He then communicated it to all our captains, namely, alvarado, lA: 
Lugo, Dc 01 i, Sandoval, and Tapia, alfo to me, and to the two Al- 
caldes of that year, Luis Marin, and Pedro tie Ireio; in fhort to all of 
his party. As fot^n as w-e^ knew of it we prepared ourfelves, and attend- 
ed Cortes to the quarters of Villafana, where we found him and many 
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otliers of the confpitators. The four alguazils /cizcd Villafana ; the 
Others attempted to cfcape by flight, but Cortes ordered them to be dc- 
tainai, and fome of them he committed to piifbn. Cortes then took 
from the bofom of Villafana a paper, with the fignaturcs of thofe who 
were concerned with him, in confidcration for whom however, he cau- 
fed the report to be circulated, that it had been fwallow'ed by Villafana, 
without his having ften it. He was immediately put upon his trial, but 
voluntarily made a conleflion, according to which, and to the (eflimony 
of many vvitnelles, he was condemned by his judges, the two alcaldes, 
conjointly with Cortes, and De Oli who fat by virtue of his oflice. 
Shortly after his condemnation, having confciled himfelf to the reve- 
rend Father Juan Diaz, he was hanged from a window of the apart^ 
ment. 

Of the leverai others who were arrefled, no more were proceeded 
againfl:; enough having been done for example Jind intimidation. Cor- 
tes however to prevent fuch attempts in future thought it prudent to ap- 
point a guard for his perfon, compofed of valiant and faithful foldicrs. 
They were fcle^fcd from thole who hail been vvitlt him from the firfl, 
and were commanded by a gentleman named Anthonio de Quinones. 
Hcnceforw'ard, although he Hiovved great attention to thofe who had 
i^cen in the conlpiracy, and trcateii them in the beft manner, he took 
care to he on his guard with them. 

At this time came out an order for all the priloncrs to be brought 
to an appointed placx*, in order to be marked. Not to take up time with 
repetitions of the ftory I will fum up all in one obfervation which is, that 
if what was ill done the flrft time, was worle done the fecond, this 
third was worfl: of all ; for after the royal fifth had been drawn out, 
Cortes took his own, and then came no Icfs than thirty fucccflivc drafts 
lor the captains. Befides, thofe handfomc and good female prifoners 
w'hich we put in to be marked were ftolen out of the crowd, and W'ore 
kept concealed until it was no longer inconvenient to produce them. 
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-The brigantines were now finifhed» and the canal brought to a 
fuflicient width and depth to float them to the lake. Cortes therefore 
iffued a circular notice to all the diflridls of our alliance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tezcuco, to fend him each within the fpacc of the next 
eight days, eight thoufand arrow heads made of copper j alfo an equal 
number of fhafts, of a particular wood. By the expiration of the given 
time the whole number was brought, executed to a degree of pcrfc<ftion 
which exceeded the pattern. Captain P. Barba who commanded the 
crofsbow-mcn ordered each of his foldiers to provide themfelves with 
two cords and nuts, and to prove the range of their bows, for one of 
the laft fhips which came from Caftillc had brought out a fupply of the 
materials to make cords, and alfb of powder. Cortes ordered the caval- 
ry to have their lances well pointed, and to ufe their Iiorfes to daily cx- 
creife j and he at this time fent an exprefs to Xicotenga the elder, other- 
wife Don Lorenzo de Vargas, for twenty thoufand of the warriors of 
his nation, and thofc of Cuaxocingo and Cholula; and he fent fimilar 
notices to Chaleo and Talmalanco, fummoning them to a general ren- 
dezvous, on the day after the fcaft of the Holy Ghoft, at which time 
Don Hernando our ally of Tezcuco was alfo to join us, with all his 
forces. 

On the day after the feftival of the Holy Ghoft, Cortes infpe<fled 
his army in the large quadrangles of Tezcuco. They amounted to eigh- 
ty four cavalry', fix hundred and fifty infantry with fword and buckler 
or lances, and one hundred and ninety four mufqueteers and crofsbow- 
mcn. Out of this number he took for the fervice of his fleet twelve of 
the mufqueteers or crofsbow-mcn, and twelve of the other infantry for 
rowers, under the command of a captain, to each veflcl ; he all'o diflri- 
buted twenty cannoniers through the whole fleet, which he armed with 
what guns fit for this fervice we had in our ftorcs. 

Having thus diftributed his force, Cortes gave the following or- 
ders. F'irft, no perfon to utter any blafphemy againft our I^rd Jefus 
Chrifl, the Holy Virgin his mother, the Holy Apoftlcs, nor any other 
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of' the faints, under heavy penalties. Second, no foldier to ill treat our 
allies in their perfons or properties. Third, no foldier to abient him- 
fclf from his quarters on any pretence. Fourth, every foldier to be ful- 
ly provided with arms oftenlive and defenfive. Fifth, no foldier to 
flake his horfe or arms at gaming. Sixth, no foldier to fleep out of 
armour, or without his weapons befidc him, except in cafe of wounds 
or licknefs. Faflly, penalty of death for llecping on, or abfcncc from 
a ccntinels poll, abfence from quarters without leave, quitting the ranks 
in the held, or flight in battle. 

Although a number of our people had ferved as failors before, there 
was a great averfenefs on the prefent occafion among them to a<5l as 
rowers. The general was therefore obliged to make enquiry, and con- 
fidering all thofe who belonged to, or were natives of Palos, Mogucr, 
Triano, El Puerto, or any other feaport, or who had been known to 
have been employed in fifhing, as being of the profeflion, he ordered 
them to the oars, and although many of thefe brought their gentility 
as an objedlion, he would not hear of it, but enforced his orders; by 
which he obtained one hundred and fifty, who were, as it will appear 
in the fequel, better fituated than any of us who had to bear the weight 
and dangers of the field. The crews being embarked, each brigantine 
hoilled a royal flandard, and alfo its peculiar one. The general then 
appointed the captains as follows : Garci Holguin, Pedro Barba, Juan 
de Limpias Carvajal the deaf, Juan Xarcmillo, Geronymo Ruiz dc la 
Mora, Carvajal his companion who is now very old and lives in the 
flrcct of St. Francis, one Portillo, a good foldier with an handfbme 
wife, Zamora, mafter of a fhip, now living in Guaxaca, Colmcnero a 
mariner and brave foldier, Lerma, Gines Nortes, Briones native of Sal- 
amanca, another whofe name I have forgotten, and Miguel diaz dc Aiiz. 
To thefe he gave inflruflions how they were to a6l, and with what of- 
ficers of the land forces they were to cooperate. 

At this time arrived the army of our allies <if Tlafcala under the 
command of the younger Xicotenga. He brought with him his two 
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brothers. In this army alfo came fome of the warriors of Cholula, and 
Guaxodnga, but not in any confiderable number. The alacrity of the 
whole body appeared in their arrival a day previous to that appointed ; 
they advanced in great parade, each chief having a Ibindard with their 
national device, a white fpread eagle, embroidered upon it. They en- 
tered the town in high fpirits, fhouting **Ca{liIIa! Call^illa! Tlafcala! 
** Tlafcala! live the Elmpcrorr* and it was about three hours from the 
time of the arrival of their advanced party, until tlic rear had come in. 
Cortes, with many compliments, difmifled them to their quarters, and 
promifing to make them all rich on their return to their native country. 
We now heard that the Mexicans had put to death three of our foldiers 
who had been left by Pizarro to fearch for mines, one only, named Bar- 
rientos, cfcaping to Chinanta, where he was protected. 

Our general made his difpofition for the attack upon the city of 
Mexico as follows. 

Pedro de Alvarado, with one hundred and fifty infantry, thirty 
cavalry, eighteen mufqiietccrs and crofsbow-mcn, and eight thoufand 
Tlafcalans was to take poft at Tacuba, having to aflifi; him Jorge de Al- 
varado his brother, Gutierre de Badajos, and Andres de Monjaras, each 
of whom was captain of a company, confiding of fifty infantry, and u 
third of the crofs.l)ow-men and mufquetccrs, the cavalry being command- 
ed by Alvarado in perfon. To this detachment I was appointed. 

Chridoval de Oli, having under him the captains Andres de Tapia, 
Francifeo Verdugo, Francifeo de Lugo, thirty cavalry, one hundred 
and feventy five infantry, twenty mufquetccrs and crofsbow-mcn, and 
eight tliouland Indians was to take pod at Cuyoacan, and Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, with captains Luis Marin and P. de Ireio, at the head of 
twenty lour cavalry, one hundred and fifty infantry, fourteen mufquc- 
teers and crofsbow-mcn, and upwards of eight thoufand Indians was 
to take his pod at Iztap^lapa. The two fird named divifions were to 
march by tlie right, the third in the oppofitc diretdion. Sandovals 
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party had alfo orders not to march, until Cortes who commanded the 
flotilla in perfon fliould launch out upon the lake. 

I mull now advert to another affair which happened at this time. 
The divilions of the two captains in chief Alvarado and Dc Oli Ixring 
prepared to fet out, in order not to be incumbered with our Indian allies 
on the march, we fent them (ifl'one day before us, with orders to halt 
and wait for our arrival when they came upon the Mexican territory. 
The Tlafealans purfuing their march, Chichimacatcclc remarked the 
abfence of the younger Xicotenga, the commander in chief. On en- 
quiring it was found that he had fccrctly gone away on the preceding 
night to Tlafcala, there to feize and poffl-fs himfelf of the property 
and territory of Chichimacatcclc, thinking this a good opportunity, in 
the abfence of that chief and of the other warriors of his nation, afid 
1‘earing no oppofition fince the death of Maxicatzin. 1 lis dilinclination 
to the expedition had alfo been apparent from the firll. Chiehimacatc- 
cle, on difeovering the defign againll him, immediately returned to 
Tczcuco to inform Cortes, who on hearing it difpatchcd five of the 
chiefs of Tezcuco and two of Tlafcala after Xicotenga, with a mefiage 
from him to requeft his return. His anfvver w'as, that if Maxicatzin 
and his old father had believed him, they would not be now ridden by 
Cortes in the manner titcy were, and be abfolutely refufed to return, 
"i'bis anfvver being fent back to Cortes, he commanded an alguazil at- 
tended by four of the c-avalry and five chiefs of Tczcuco, to fet out im- 
mediately, giving them orders, wherever they found Xicotenga, to 
feize and hang him without ceremony. Alvarado interceded llrongly 
for him, but ultimately to no purpofe, for although Cortes appeared to 
lillcn to him, the party which arrelled Xicotenga in a town fubje^ to 
Tezcuco, there hung him under private orders of Cortes not to let him 
go from them alive, and as fome fay with the approbation of his 
father. 

This affair detained us one dav, and on the next, the tw'o detach- 
ments of Alvarado and Dc Oli marched hv' the lame route, and Jialtcd 
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for the niglit, in a place fubjc<5l to Tezcuco named Aculma. Here a 
difagrccable afBiir had like to have taken place. It appeared that De 
Oli had fent forward to take quarters » and had appropriated every houfe 
in the town to his own company, marking them by putting green 
branches on the terraces, fo that when Alvarado's detachment arrived, 
we liad not a place to lodge in. Our foldiers immediately flood to their 
arms to fight thofc of De Oli, and the two captains had already chal> 
Icngfd each other, but fcveral of tlic more moderate officers interfering, 
they were pacified for the prefent. An exprefs was immediately fent to 
Cortes , who wrote to every one of any influence amongfl our detachments, 
condemning the fteps which had been taken, and earneftly recommend- 
ing a reconciliation. After this Alvarado and De Oli never were friends. 

We continued our march for two days more, by Mexican cities 
which were abandoned, the laft of %vhich was Guatitlan j and on the 
third, palling the towns of Tenayuca and Efcapuzalco where we found 
our allies * waiting for us, w'c proceeded to Tacuba. 

The enemy gave notice by their noifes that they wx*rc about us in 
great numbers, and our two detachments, it was fettled, Ihould on the 
enfuing day go to cut the aquedudt of Chapultepcquc. At the time ap- 
pointed, we fet out with our allies, and though the enemy attacked us 
in our march, we fuccceded, deffroying the pipes, fo that from that day, 
Jio more frefh water came to Mexico. It was now determined to try 
our fortune againfl the city, and fee if we could not at leaf! get pofleffion 
a bridge upon the caufeway of Tacuba. When we arrived there, tlic 
immenfe number of boats, and of their troops on the land, was a fub- 
ie<5l of aflonifliment. By the firft volley of their arrow's they killed three 
and wounded thirty of our foldiers; neverthclefs we advanced to the 
bridge, the enemy, as it were by ftratagem, receding, and now we were 
upon a cauleway twenty feet wdde, expofed as a butt to the arrows of 
thofc on the w'ater on both our flanks. Our mufquetry and crofsbows 
had no effcdl w'hatever on their canoes they w’erc fo well protected ; as 
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to the cavalry their horlcs were all wounded, and if they purfued the 
enemy a little diflancc on the caufeway, they were flopped by the para* 
pets which they had built acrofs it, and which they defended w’ith long; 
lances ; and when our infantry advanced againfl them in front, the ene- 
my threw themfelves into the water. Thus we were fighting them for 
upwards of an hour, their numbers incrcafing from every part of the 
lake, and our allies only cncuml>cring the caufewray. Being utterly 
unable to refill the enemy w'ho were on the water we determined to re- 
tire, w'hich we did, leaving eight dead and having above fifty wounded, 
the enemy purfuing us clofely. 

On the enfuing day. Captain De Oli proceeded w'ith his detach- 
ment for Cuyoacan ; he talked in terms of difapprobation of the pre- 
ceding expedition, laying the blame on the raflmcfs of Alvarado. We 
all were folicitous that the two captains fhould remain together, and cer- 
tainly their feparation was very imprudent, for had the enemy known 
the fmallncfs of our numl)cr, they would have fallen on and dcflroycd 
cither detachment, during the four or five days that we were feparated, 
and before the arrival of Cortes with the flotilla. In thefe tw’o pofi- 
tions our detachments remained for the above period, without ventur- 
ing to pay another vifit to the Mexican caufcw'ays. During this time 
the enemy frequently fent bodies of their troops to the main land, and 
annoyed us with attacks in our quarters. 

Sandoval w'ith his detachment left Tczcuco on the fourth day after 
the fcall of Corpus Chrifli, and marching through a friendly country, 
arriveil in front of the town of Iztapalapa. On his arrival he immedi- 
ately attacked the enemy in that place, and burned many of the houfes 
which were built on the firm ground; but frefh bodies of Mexicans 
came both by land and water to their relief, and while thus occupied, 
our troops obferved a fmoke to rife from the top of a hill above the town, 
\vbicli was anfwcrcd in the fame manner at other points round the lake, 
and this we found to be a (ignal for the information of the enemy, that 
our flotilla was launched; a circumilance which occafioncxl them to 
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Tclax in their hoflilittes againA Sandoval. He now remained immoleil*> 
id in his infulatcd fituation, in a part of the town of Iztapalapa, between 
u hicli and Cuyoacan there were no means of communication but by a 
caiifcway which erodes the lake, and the paflage of which was impnu> 
ticablc in the face of the enemy. 

Cortes when he brought his flotilla upon the lake, firrt: went to 
attack a rock which forms a fmall ifland juft by Mexico, and on which 
many of the natives as well of that neighbourhood as of other parts had 
taken refuge. As foon as the enemy difeovered his intention, their 
whole force from every part of the lake prcxrecdcd againft him. When 
our general perceived the immenfe numlxr of large boats full of fight- 
ing men, for it exceeded four tJioufand, he drew his flotilla into an 
open part of the lake, and ordered his captains to wait patiently for a 
breeze of wind which \vas juft then begining to fpring up. The ene- 
my thinking this w'as owdng to fear, began to clofe round him with 
great triumph, and juft at this moment the wind rifing in his favor, 
tlic whole fleet let fail, plying their oars at the fame time; bearing down 
upon the Mexican canoes in this manner, they funk a number of them, 
and compelled the reft to take fticlter in the recefles on the fides of the 
lake. 


Alter this Cortes failed for Cuyoacan. Here he had another at- 
tack by the Mexicans, who albiiled his vcflels from the temples on the 
land, as well as w'ith their canoes; but he brought four guns to bear 
upon them, and did conlidcrable execution; although, by fomc mif- 
management of the gunners, his powder magazine blew up, wounding 
many of his people. This misfortune obliged him to detach his light- 
clt vcftel to Sandoval for a fupply. At Cuyoacan he remained w'ith the 
flotilla for two days, and here I will leave him to relate what palled in 
the detachment of Alvarado. When wc perceived that the flotilla was 
upon the lake, we marched out upon the caufeway as far as the bridge, 
where we palled oiir time in a repetition of engagements with the ene- 
my, but to little efle<ft, farther than repairing the pallcs in our rear as 
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we advanced, nor did we now fuiller the cavalry to come to the caui^> 
way. 

Sandoval had found that in his prefcnt poHtion he could not fuilio 
cicntly annoy the enemy, who were ellablifhed in the houfcs built in 
tlic water ; he therefore advanced by a caufeway to a place which com* 
manded them better. This being perceived from Mexico, a large de- 
tachment was fent in canoes, with directions to init the caufeway behind 
our troops. Cortes oblerving this fet fail with his vellels for their re- 
lief, ordering Dc Oli to go thither w'ith a botly of troops by the caiife- 
way. Having relieved Sandoval, the general ordered^ this detachment 
to a place named Tcpeaquilla, where is now built the church of Nueftra 
Senora de Guadclupc, in which many wonderful miracles have Itcen, 
and are, performed. 

As it was impolllblc for our troops to advance upon the caufeways 
without their flanks being fecured on the water, the flotilla was form- 
ed into three divifions, and one of them attached to each of the three 
corps of our army ; that is to (ay, four fliips to Alvarado, (ix to 1^ Oh, 
and two to Sandoval, making in all twelve, for the thirtcc*nlh, named 
“ Bufea Ruido, or follow the noife,” being found tobc too fmall, was 
ordered to be laid up, and her crew divided among the relf, as we had 
twenty very badly wounded already on board the fliips. Alvarado now 
ordered us out upon the caufeway, and placing two of the (hips on each 
fldc, he thereby protected the flanks. We drove the enemy from fcvc- 
ral bridges and barricades, but after fighting during the whole day, we 
were obliged at night to retreat to our quarters, almoft every man of 
us wounded by the (howers of arrows and ftones, which exceeded ima- 
gination; for we were attacked conftantly by fre(h troops lx:aring difler- 
cait devices, by land, while from the terraces of the houlcs, the enemy 
commanded our fliips. As we could not leave a party to fccure what 
we got in the day, at night the enemy repoflefled thcmfelves of the 
bridges, and put better defences on them. They deepened the water in 
fome places, and in the (hallow part they dug pits, and placed canoes 
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in ambufcadc, which they (ccured from the attacks of our vcflcls by 
palli&dcs under the water. This was the manner in which they oppo- 
fed us every day. The cavalry as I before obferved could do nothing; 
the enemy had built parapets acrofs the caufeways which they defended 
with long lances, and even had an attack been pra<5ticablc, the foldiers 
would not rilk their horfes, which at this time coft eight hundred crowns, 
and (bme more than one thoufand ; nor indeed were they to be had at 
any price. 

When we arrived at night, we were employed in curing our 
wounds, and a foldier named Juan Catalan alfo healed them by charms 
and prayers. Which, with the mercy of our Lord Jefus, recovered us 
very fall. But wounded or not, we were obliged to go againft the ene- 
my every day, as otherwiie our companies would not have been twenty 
men ftrong. When our allies law that the before mentioned foldier 
cured us by charms and prayers, all their wounded came to him, fo 
that he had more bulincfs on his hands than he knew what to do with. 
Every day our enfign was difabled, not having it in his power to carry 
the colours, and defend himlclf. Corn we had fufHciency of, but u'c 
wanted rfefrefhments for the wounded. What preferved us was the plant 
called “quilites,** cherries while in fealbn, and “tunas’* or Indian figs. 
The fltuation of our other parties round the lake was fimilar to what I 
have here deferibed. 

The enemy in the city rufhed out on the lignal being made from 
the top of the great temple of Taltclulco ; and thefe attacks were made 
every day, and repeated by frefh troops, who were formed and marched 
out in fucceflion. Finding that we gained fb little and loft fo much, we 
refolvcd to change our plan of operations. There W’as on our caufeway 
a fmall open place, where were fome buildings for religious worftiip; 
here we eftabliftied a poft, and lodged ourfclves, though very badly, as 
every ftiower of rain came in upon us, leaving our cavalry and Indian 
alliM to fccurc our rear in Tacuba, from which place we were fupplied 
with bread. From this time, as we advanced, we filled the water cuts 
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%vhich intcrrc<£led the caufeway, and pro/lrated the houics which were 
on each fide of it $ for it was exceeding difilcult to ict them on fire, nof 
could the flames communicate from one to another, on account of the 
water which was between them, and if wc threw ourfelves into the 
water to fwim to a houfc, the enemy deftroyed us from their terrafTes. 
Wc guarded every pafs day and night as wc gained it, and our method 
of keeping guard was as follows. 

The company which was firft for duty took it from fun fet to 
midnight with forty men; the fecond company with the fame number 
came on at midnight, and remained until two hours before day break, 
the firft guard not quitting the poft, but fleeping on the ground; this 
fecond guard watched the hours of lethargy, and after them came on 
the third company for the two hours until day, at which time, as thofe 
who were relieved did not quit the poft, there were an hundred and 
twenty men at the guard. Sometimes our whole detachment remained 
under arms during the night, for our prifoners had informed us that, it 
was the intention of the Mexicans, by a great effort, to force our poft, 
as they knew that by fo doing they would entirely difconcert the plana 
of the other two ; and it was intended that the nine towns in and about 
the lake, including ours of Tacuba, together with Ezcapuzalco and 
Tenayuca, fhould make a joint effort, and attack us in the rear ■while 
the Mexicans attacked us in front. It was at the fame time intended to 
cariy off our luggage and bakery in Tacuba. Tliis intelligence wc im- 
mediately communicated to our cavalry, \varning^|hcm and our allies to 
be well on their guard. 

As wc had been informed, fo it happened; wc were attacked for 
feveral nights in fucceffion, from midnight to the break of day. The 
enemy fometimes came on with great noife, at others ftolc upon us in 
filcnce, but during the night their attacks were never made with fo much 
refolution as in the day. We were however harrafted to death with 
wounds, fatigues, ^ind, rain, and cold. The place where wc were 
ported was now mud and water, and our mifcrable food of maize, and 
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herbs wlthall 1 but, as our officers faid, fuch is the fortune of war ! with 
ail our fufferings nothing cffedlual was gained ; the parapets we threw 
tlown, or the ditches wd filled up during the day, the enemy replaced 
in the enfuing night. What ufe was our cutting off their water, or 
clofing their caufeways againfi them* when they were fupplied by ca- 
noes with whatever they wanted from the neighbouring towns (mi the 
lake? In order to prevent this, it was determined that two of our vcflcls 
fliould cruife during the night, to intercept them. This was found -to 
anfwcr in a confiderable degree, but ftill fomc efcaped into the city. 

The Mexicans had the boldncfs at this time to form a plan for tlie 
furprife of thefc veflels. For this purpofc they prepared thirty of their 
largcft piraguas, and concealed them among reeds, fending tw<» or three 
canoes along the lake, as if conveying provifions, by way of a bait for 
our veffels. The Mexicans had alfo fixed piles of large timber below the 
water, in the direction w'hich our (hips were to be drawn in. The ca- 
noes being perceived by our people, two vclGTcls fallied out upon them; 
the others appeared to take fright, and rowed towards the ambufeade, 
followed by our veflels, which as foon as they arrived near enough, 
were furrounded by the thirty piraguas. By the firft difeharge they 
wounded every officer, foldicr, and rower, on board ; and the veflels 
could not ftir on account of the piles of timber. The enemy continu- 
ing their attacks, killed a captain named P<Mtilla; he was a gentleman 
who had ferved in Italy. Captain Pedro Barba alfo of the crofsbow- 
men died of his wounds, and the veflels fell into their hands. Thefc 
belonged to the principal divifion, which Cortes commanded; he w’as 
much exafperated, but in the courfe of a fhort time repayed them well 
in their own way. 

Cortes as alfo our other chiefs, by his order, purfued th^ir plan of 
advancing againfl: the city. As they gained ground, they threw down 
the houfes, and with the materials filled up the ditches or canals which 
eroded the caufew'ays ; and our brave Tlafcalan a^ies rendered us the 
greateft fcrviccs, 'diyring the whole war. The Mexicans oppofed our 
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progrcfs by breaking a bridge in the rear of their parapets and barricades ^ 
where the water was very deep, leaving one obvious pafs as a decoy, 
and in other parts, pit falls under the water; they alfo made parapets 
on both fides of the breach, they placed palifades in the deep watci 
where our veflels could approach, and they had canoes manned ready to 
lally out upon the fignal given. When they had made thefe prepara- 
tions they advanced againft us in three bodies, one by the fide of Tacu- 
ha, the other by the ruins of the houfes which had been deftroyed, and 
the third by the caufeway, where they had made the works, Alvarado 
had brought part of his cavalry to our port, fince the houfes were de- 
ftroyed. We rcpulfed the enemy on all fides, and one party of us hav- 
ing forced them from the w'ork I have mentioned, crofted the water, 
up to our necks, at the pafs they had left open, and followed them, un- 
til we came to a place where were large temples and towers of idols. 
Here we were aflailcd by frcfti troops from the houfes and roofs, and 
thole whom we purfued faced about and came againft us. We were 
obliged to retreat, which we did with regularity, but wlicn we came 
to the water, we found that the enemy in their canoes had got pofteflion 
of the pafs where we had crofted. We were therefore obliged to look 
for othe^pla^es, w as they came prefTing on us, we were at length 
compelled to throw ourfelves into the lake and get over as we could. 
Thofe who were not able to fwim fell into the pits ; the enemy clofed in 
upon them, wounded moft, and took five of our foldicrs alive. The 
vcftels which came to our relief could not approach, being embarrafted 
among the palifades, and here th^ loft two foldicrs, 4t was a wonder 
that we were not all deftroyed in the pit falls ; a number of the enemy 
laid hands on me, but our Lord Jefus Chrift gave me force to difengage 
my arm, and by dint of a good fword, I got free from them, though 
^ wounded, and arrived on the dry ground, where I fainted away; and 
remained fcnfelcfs for a time. This was owing to my great exertions, 
and lofs of hlbod. When this mob had their daws on me, I Recom- 
mended myfelf to our Lord and his blefled mother, and they heard my 
prayer, glorified be they for all their mercies f one of our cavalry croff- 
ed the water wdth us this day; he and bis horfe were killed. FoAil* 
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natcly, the reft were with Alvaracfo in Tacuba; had they been with us 
they miift have been all deftroyed from the tops of the buildings, for 
tlie a<ftion took place as it were within the very city. After this fuccefs 
tlic enemy kept us conftantly employed during the day and night, by 
attacks upon our pofts. Cortes was much diftatisfied at hearing of our 
defeat, which he conlidered as owing to our negletft of his dircdlions 
that the cuts acrofs the cauieways ftiould be filled with timber and fods 
as we advanced. 

In the fpace of four days, and with the lofs of fix foldicrs, we 
completely filled up this great aperture, and here we cftabliftied our ad- 
vanced poft, the enemy having one oppofite to us. Their method of 
keeping guard was this; they made a great fire in their front, which 
concealed them from our view, except when they came to renew the 
fire, as it was fometimes extinguifhed by the rains, which were at that 
ieafon frequent and heavy. They kept profourwl filcnce on guard, nor 
was it ever interrupted except by their fignals, which were given by a 
whiftlc. Our fhot did no execution among them, for they fortified 
their poft by a parapet and a new ditch. Having deferibed the manner 
in which guard was kept on each fide, I will now mye ah account of 
our daily employment. In the morning we marchedra^nft the enemy ; 
after engaging them during the whole day we retreated, towards even- 
ing, covered with wounds, firft clearing the caufeway of our allies 
whole numbers cmbarrafl^ us, a circumftancc the enemy were watch- 
ful to take advantage of ; after which we fell back ftep by ftep, firing 
at the enemy as they advanced, and being flanked by the armed veflels, 
until we reached our poft. When we arrived in our quarters we fat 
down to our mifery of imize cakes, ' herbs, and tunas, curing our 
wounds with oil, and remaining all night fubjedt to conftant alarms. 

<• (fortes and his party^were employed in the fame manner, and his 
lofs in hilled and wounded v/HiS by this time become very confiderablc. 
He*conftantly fent out veflels at night to fcour the lake, and one night 
they brought in to him fome prifoners of confequencej from them he 
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^earned that the enemy liad formed an ambufeade Hmilar to their former 
one, of forty piraguas and the fame number of canoes. Cortes then 
prepared (ix vcflcls, and fcnt.them during the night, and witl^ inutlled 
oars, to a place of conccalmAit within a quarter of a leagues diflancc of 
that of the enemy. It muft be obferved that the bulhlcs and tall reeds, 
and the water cuts at the edges of the lake, favored thofc deceptions. 
Early in the morning one of our veflcls was fent as if in fcarch of the 
Mexican canoes which went with provifions to the city, the piifoners 
being put on board it in order to point out the place where their flotilla 
was concealed. The enemy alfa played off the deception of loaded ca- 
noes to draw us thither, and thefe canoes pretending to endeavor to ef- 
cape, rowed towards the ambufeade laid by their party; our veflel pur- 
fued them very near it, and then brought to, as if from apprehcnlion. 
The enemy *s flotilla perceiving that (lie did not advance, (allied out on 
her, thofe on board of her rowing tovyards that part where our (Kips 
were concealed. When they found that the enemy were brought to that 
point where wc wiflied them to be, tljp crew fired two (hots as a (ignal 
to our ambufeade, immediately on which the veflcls pufhed out, and 
falling on the enemy ran down fevcral, and difperfed the reft, making 
a number of prifoners. This gave them enough of ambufeades, nor 
did they from that time run acrofs to Mexico fo openly as before. 

The people of the cities in the lake growing tired of this warfare, 
waited on Cortes at this time in order to make fubmilTion, declaring 
that they had been forced into hoftility by the Mexicans. Cortes re- 
ceived them with affability, gave them alTurances of protedbion accord- 
ing to their behaviour, and at the fame time told them that he expedbed 
their alTiftance in the fupply of boats and proviflons, and in credbing 
barracks for the troops. This they promiiixl readily, but performed 
very badly. Cortes had huts built for his d^^tachment, but the red re- 
mained expofed to the weather, a very (evere duty in itfelf in that 
climate, where during the months of June, July, and Augufl, it rains 
continually. 
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Our detachment perfevered in filling up cver^ ditch and canal as 
%vc proceeded with the materials of the houies which we deflroyed ; and 
conflantly gained temples, bridges, or houfes which flood feparate from 
each other, and were accefliblc by draw^bfidges only. To prevent jea- 
■ loufy, the companies took the working and covering parties alternately, 
and towards evening, when we drew off, the whole flood to their arms, 
and retreated, fending our Indian allies before us. The latter rendered 
us moll important aflillancc in the working duty, both in pulling down 
the houfes, and filling the apertures. Sandoval during this time was 
ofbligcd to fuflain con^nt attacks, and Cortes on his fide attacked one 
of the out polls of the city, where the canal which crofled the caufeway 
was too deep to be forded. The enemy had fortified it flrongly, and 
defended it both by land and water. Cortes commanded the attack in 
perfon, and with fuccefs ; but at night he was obliged to retire without 
tilling the ditch, and^dth the lofs of four Spaniards killed and above 
thirty wounded, for the pafs was commanded from the terraces, and 
the palliladcs made in the u'atir prevented the approach of the vef- 
Icls. 


Guatimotzin now determined to wear us out by continual efforts. 
Accordingly, on the twenty firfl of June, the anniverfary of the day of 
our entry into Mexico, the enemy attacked us at every point with their 
whole force by land and water, at the hour of the fecond flecp, or of 
lethargy, that is two hoiii*s before day. The number fit for duty at our 
pofl was'onc hundred and twenty; our allies we had lent entirely off 
the caufeway, and it was with our utmoll efforts that we could refill 
the enemy; we at length however repulfed them from all our polls, but 
with the lofs of many killed and wounded. Alvarado’s detachment 
loft two fold iers on this occafion. The enemies attacks were continued 
for two nights fucccffively upon the diftbrent polls, and they afterwards 
edfheentrated their whole force in an affhult upon ours, which took place 
at day break. This was the moll defperate of all; if our allies had been 
with us we fhould have been loll. Our cavalry on this occafion laved 
our flanks, and wc had confiderable fupport from our Ihips. £ight of 
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our foldicrs were killed in this attack, and Alvarado was wounded; but 
wc ultimately beat the enemy off, and alfo made four of their chiefs pri- 
fbners. I fear to tire my readers w'ith this repetition of battles. For 
ninety three days together were w'c employed in the liege of thivS great 
and ftrong city, and every day and every night wc were cngagcvl with 
the enemy. Of courfc they mull pardon wdiat my duty as an hiilorian 
compels me to relate; Hill were 1 to extend my narrative to include eve- 
ry aiSlion which took place, it would be almofl cndlcfs* ajid my hif- 
tory would rcfcmblc that of Amadis,' and the other books of chi- 
valry. 

Cortes growing weary of delay, called a council of W'ar, relative 
to a general allault upon the city. His plan was, to march by the three 
caufeways, and to endeavour to gain the great fquarc, where, uniting 
our whole force, wc fliould command all the llreets leading to it. 
Upon this propofal there was a great difference of opinion, for many 
thought our prefent method of proceeding by filling the canals as we 
advanced, deftroying the houles, and making a road with the materials, 
was preferable to that recommended by Cortes, wheveby, in going into 
the heart of the city, we Ihould become the bcfiegcd inllead of being 
the befiegers, and fall exaftly into the fituation in which wc were when 
obliged to fly from Mexico. We fhould alfo they faid be involved in 
greater difficulties than formerly, for the enemy would now bring their 
whole power by land and water upon us, fo that we (hould have to con- 
tend with them in the city, on the lake, and all round it, without the 
polfibility of retreat, w'hich they could preclude by cutting the caufeWays. 
When Cortes had heard the opinions of all, and the good reafbns upon 
which they were founded, the refult was, that he gave orders for our 
whole force, together with our allies, to attack the city on the enfuing 
day, and to get pofleffion of the great fquarc. 

On the next morning therefore, having heard mafs, and recom- 
mending ourfelves to God, our three detachments inarched againfl: the 
c!iemy*s polls in their front. Thofe commanded by Cortes and Sando- 
val 
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val met with lefs vit^ent oppofition than that which fell to the lot of the 
tlivifion of Alvarado, to which 1 belonged. In our attack upon the 
firll dike, moft: of the Spaniards received wounds, one was killed, and 
above one thouiand of our allies killed or wounded. Cortes at tb ll boie 
down all before him, and having driven the enemy from a poll where 
the water was very deep and the caufeway very narrow, he '.v as induced 
to purfue them in their retreat to the city, his Indian allies crouding 
clofe after the Spaniards. The enemy induced him by frequent halts 
and feigned attacks to continue the purfuit, and the caufeway had been 
narrowed, to anfwcr their dclign. It was the wdll of our Lord that 
Cortes and liis captains fhould be fo negligent as to omit filling the 
ditch, which tlicy had pafled. The caufeway was alfo in fome parts 
covered with water, and deep in mud. When the enemy faw our Cor- 
tes thus run into the trap which they had laid, multitudes in canoes fal- 
lied out againfi; him and took him on his fianks and rear, his owm 
vefil'Is not being able to approach on account of the pallifadoes. It be- 
came now ncccflary for the troops to retreat, which they did at firft with 
great regularity," but when they came to the narrow pafs 1 have before 
mentioned, the difiiculty of the ground, with the fury of the attack, 
from a retreat turned it into a race, our people flying before the^ enemy 
without attempting to defend thcmlclves. Our Cortes ufed every exer- 
tion- to rally them but in vain j he received a wound in the leg from the 
enemy on board the canoes at the pafs, where they killed fix of our hor- 
Ics, and carried off fcventy two Spaniards alive. Six chiefs feized upon 
Cortes, but it was tlie will of God that he fhould efcape, for that vali- 
ant fbldier Chriftoval de CMea, feeing his gencrars danger, flew to his 
afliftance, as did another brave man named Lerma. Olca with his own 
hand killed four of the fix Mexican chiefs, gallantly lofing his own life 
in defihice of his general, and Lerma efcaped with the greateft difficulty. 
Other foldicrs now arrived to the affiflance of our Cortes ; amongft the 
number w'as Quinones captain of his guards. They took him out of 
the water in their arms, and placing him on a horfe, hurried him off 
from the crowd of enemies, and fliortly after, his major domo named 
Chriftoval de Guzman brought one of his own hoffes for him. The 
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enemy followed up their attack with ardour; and the unfortun^'Guz- 
man being feized by them was carried alive to Mexico.^’ Cibrtes and the 
lhattcred remains of his troops, pUrAied to the lai(, arriv^ with great 
difficulty at their quarters, where I will leave than fbr the preient, to 
relate what happened in the divifion commanded by Alvarado.' 

After our firft attack, wherein we defeated the- enemy, as we were, 
advancing, we were met by freffi troops in great par^, bearing plumes 
of feathers, and devices on their ftandards. When w^oiune near them 
they threw down before us five bleeding heads, crying out to us that 
they were thofe of Cortes and his officers, and that wefhoold meet the 
fame fate with our companions ; they then marched up, and fighting 
us foot to foot, compelled us to retreat. We as ufual called to our allies 
to clear the way for us, but in the preient calc there was no occafion r 
the fight of the bloody heads had done it effedtuafly, nor did one of 
them remain on the cauleway to impede our retreat. Before we arrived 
at our quarters, and while the enemy were purfuing us, wc heard their 
Ihrill timbals, and the difmal found of the great drum, from the top of 
the principal temple of the god of war, which overlooked the whole 
city. Its mournful noife was fuch as may be imagined the mufic of the 
infernal gods, and it might be heard at the dilbince of almoft three 
leagues. They were then lacrificing the hearts of ten of our compani- 
ons to their id<d$. Shortly after this the king of Mexico's hom wad 
blown, giving notice to his captains that they were then;'« to take their 
enemies prifoners, or die in the attempt. It is imposffible to delcribe 
the fury with which they doled upon us when they heard this fignal. 
Though all is as perfed to my recolletftion as if palfilrg' before my eyes, 
it is utterly beyond my power to delbribe; all I can'fity is, it was God's 
will that we Ihould elcape from their handsv Ixick in Ikfety to 

our poll. Piaifed be he f<Mr his mercies, nowjf' Xiid at all other tithes 1 

o 

Our cavalry made feveral charges this day, but our great fupport 
was in two guns which raked the caulew£qr, and were commanded by ' 
a gentleman named B^ro Moreno de Medrano, who dways bore a' 
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liigh reputation as an ioilicser, but whoic ferviccs on this day weio moil 
important, -for the wh^e caufeway was crouded with the enemy. We 
w ere as yet ignorant of the i^tc of our other detachments. Sandoval was 
above half a league diftant^ and Cortes ftill farther. The melancholy 
fight of the remains of our countrymen, and the lofs of one of our vcl- 
fels, three of the foldiers of which the enemy had killed, imprefied our 
.minds with defpair; and we thought this the lail hour of our lives. 
The veflel was afterwards recovered by that commanded by Captain juan 
JCaramillo. Captain Juan dc Limpias.Caravajal, who now lives in La 
Puebla, a moil gallant officer, had the honor of being the firll who with 
his veflel broke through the enemies pallifadcs, totally lofing his hear- 
ing, from this day, by excefs of courage. 

Cortes, moft of whofe foldiers had been killed, and what remain- 
ed alive, wounded, was attacked in his quarters by a great body of the 
enemy, who threw over to him the heads of four of our companions, 
alledging them to be thoie of Alvarado, Sandoval, and others, in order 
to imprefs the foldiers of Cortes and our allies with the idea, that they 
had been equally ilicoelsful againfl the other dctachihents. When Cortes 
beheld the horrid fpedlacle his heart funk within him, but he kept up 
appearances, and ordering all to Hand to their arms, made a front to the 
enemy. He thwi fent Andres dc Tapia with three more mounted men 
;to our quarters, in order to afceitain whj|t the flate of af&irs was. In 
•their way .thither they were attacked by many bodies of the enemy, 
whom the king of- Mexico, had placed upon a plan of intercepting our 
communications. On their arrival they found us engaged with the Mex- 
ican forces., at that time conceded the lo/s of Cortes, ftating it 

at no more thait five and twenty. , , 

It is now nec^&iy to advert taSmdoval, who had gone on vi<Slo- 
.;li^s until the defimt of Cortes ; which the en^y turned on him, 
.•|!^.in theuF firfl attack killed two.Ibldiers and wounded all the reft, giv- 
hindelf thltc wounds, one of which was in the head. 
As th<^ had done cliewhere», th^ threw before his qroops fix heads of 

their 



{ «99 ) 

their companions, recently taken ofF, threatening them with the like 
fate. Sandoval was not to be terrified ; he warned his foldiers to pre- 
ferve a good countenance, and feeing no hopes of fuccefs brought his 
diviflon back to their quarters, with many wounds it is true, but with 
the lofs of only two of their number. ’ Sandoval then, wounded as lie 
was, leaving the command of his poft to Captain Luis Marin, fet out 
on horfcback to have an interview with Cortes. . As he went he was 
aflailed by the enemy, but he arrived at the gcneral^s quarters, and ad- 
dreding him in terms of furprife and condolancc, aiked him how thifi. 
ill fuccefs had happened. *‘Son Sandoval** faid Cortes, with tears in 
his eyes, **it is for my (ins that this misfortune has befallen me; but 
** the fault is with the treafurer Aldcrete, who was ordered by me to 
“ fill up the bad pafs wdicre the enemy threw us into confufion.** The 
treafurer then exclaimed, that it was with Cortes himfelf the fault lay, 
he having never given any fuch orders, but hurrying on his men after 
the enemy in their feigned retreat, crying, ‘‘forward! gentlemen for- 
“ ward!’* Cortes was alfo very much blamed for not having fent his 
allies out of the way early enough ; however 1 will omit to detail au 3 r 
more of the converfation which pafTed at this time between Cortes and 
the treafurer, as it happened in the heat of anger and difappointment, 
Cortes was agreeably furpriled by the arrival of two of his vcfTcls which 
he had given lip for loft, although he did not exprefs himfelf fo. Cor- 
tes defired Sandoval to gd to our quarters at Tacuba, as he apprehended 
that the weight of the enemy *s attack would fall upon this poft, and 
recommended that he (hould pay attention to our afters, as he himfelf 
was at prefent unable to do fo. Sandoval fetting out, arrived at Tacuba 
about the hour of vefpcrs. He alfb found us as Ti^ua had done, occu- 
pied in repelling the enemy, fome of whom were attacking us by the 
caufeway, others by that of the ruined houfes. was at this time to- 
gether with others of our foldiers up to my waii!^in the water defend- 
ing a vcflel which was aground, and engaged with the enemy who 
were endeavouring to get pofleflton of her. Juft as Sandoval arrfvcJ 
however, by a great dSfort we got the veflcl afloat, but with the lofs of 
two of the crew killed, and every man on bc^ard wounded. The enemy 
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now attacked us with mcoe, violence. Sandoval leceived a blow on the 
face with a ftone, and called to us loudfy to vctreat; wc not falling back 
as fail as he wiihed* he called again to us, aiking if we wanted to have 
all the cavaliy de^hoyied. Wc then letreated until we reached our poU. 
during the time of which* our two guns, under the direction of Me- 
draiio, though thqr frequently fwept the caufeway, could not prevent 
the enemy from following us clofely. 

Here we were for a time at reft* and engaged in relating the events 
which had happened at each poft, when on a fudden our ears were 
ftruck by the horrific found of the great drum, the timbals, horns, and 
trumpets, in the tcumplo of the war god. We all diretfted our eyes thi- 
ther, and (hocking to relate! faw our unfortunate countrymen driven by 
force* cufts* and haftinadcs,'^ to the place where they were to be facrifi- 
ced, which bloody ct^nemony was accompanied by the mournful found 
of all the inftruments of the /temple. We perceived that when they had 
brought the unfortunate vliftims to the flat fummit of the body of the 
temple* where were the adoratorics, they put plumes upon their heads, 
and with a kind pf fan in the hand of each, made them dance before 
their accurfed ideds. When they had done this, th^ laid them upon 
their backs* , on the ftone ufed for the purpofe* where they cut out their 
hearts* alive* and having prefented them* yet paljutatirg* to their gods, 
they drew the bodies down the fteps by the feet* ^where they were taken 
by others of their priefts. Let the reader think what were our fenfa- 
tions on this ocoaiion. Oh heayimiy God! faid we to ourfelvcs, do 
not fufftr^us to he facrificed by theft wretches! do not fufftr us to die 
fo cruel a death! <iand then how (hocking a rdfledlion, that we were un- 
able to relieve epr poor friends who wserc thus murdered before our eyes ! 
at this moment the enemy af&iled our poft in great force, reviling us 
and faying their god$ had proiniied us-all to them. . Our Indian allies 
ftmk under the dreadful ideas they exprefied, when they threw among 
th^ aUb fome of the mangled remains of their horrid feafts, other parts 
being ftnt round aU the* neighbouring diftridls* as a triumphant me- 
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morial. Wc Hill however maintained pollidHon of our poft^ one half 
of our cavalry being on thecauieway and the other half in the town.' 

Our new allies on the lake had fuflered.confiderably by the enemy, 
having loft half their canoes, but they continued firm to us. from ani- 
motity to them, or contented themfelves with being mere lookers on. and 
did not moleft us. Cortes in confluence of our lofl«» ordered a cefta- 
tion of attacks, which Lifted for the (pace of four days, during which 
we did not quit our pofts. having loft near eighty men. and feven hor- 
fes. in the laft engagement. The enemy alfb gained ground on us. and 
made new ditches and water cuts, but we had a very deep and defen- 
iible one in front of our quarters. Sandoval and Tapia on their return 
to the general, reported to him the valiant manner in which our ibldicrs 
were behaving when they arrived at our poft; Saniloval alfo mentioned 
me particularly, and faid thofe things in my commendation, which, 
excluitive of the faifts being known to our whole army, would not be 
proper to repeat of myfclf. 

During this ceft^on. our whole force of infantry kept guard on 
the caufeway at nigh^ ftanked by the brigantines, one half of tlie ca- 
yalry patroling in Tacuba, the other half on the caufeway. In the morn- 
ing we prepared to receive the enemy, who every day continued facri- 
ficing our poor companions, and when th^ attacked, reviled us faying, 
that our flefh was too bitter to be eaten, and truly it feems that fuch a 
miracle was wrought. For five days together the enemy continued 
their aflaults. being promifi^. as they faid. oiur deftrudUon, by their 
gods, within the fpacc of eight days $. but their god# as it appears to me^ 
were perverfe and treachercMis to them^ not permitting them to think of 
peace, and thus leading them to nun. This language however, and 
the laft menace in particular, had fuch an eflftil!^ upon our allies, toge- 
ther with the bad appearance of our afBiirs, that th^ almoft entirely 
deferred us in the courfe of a night. The only one who remained with 
Cortes, was, Suchel, otherwiie Don Carlos, hrofher of Fernando lord 
of Tezcuco. He was a man of great bravery. His friends who (laid 
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bjr him amounted to about forty. With Sandoval remained the chief 
of Guaxocingo, with about fifty, and in ours the brave Chichimecate- 
clc, the two foils of our friend D. Lorenzo de Vargas, and about eighty 
Tlafcalans. Being queflioned as to the flight of their countrymen they 
fiid, that the gods of the Mexicans had predi<fted our deftrudlion ; that 
they faw us all wounded, and many killed, that their own lofs was 
above one thoufand two hundred killed, and that the younger Xicoten- 
ga had from the flrfl; foretold that we fhould be all put to death ; and 
therefore, confidering us as loft, their countrymen had quitted us. Cor- 
tes though he thought what they faid much too true, put on a chear- 
ful appearance, ridiculed the predi^ions of the enemy, and aftured them 
that all would do well. He thereby was fortunate enough to induce 
the few who yet remained to ftay with us to the laft. The Indian Don 
Carlos, a brave and wife man now reprefented to Cortes the erroneous 
fyftem on which he had’atftcd, and alfo that which the fituation of the 
enemy pointed out, advifing him not to fuftcr his troops to fight. “Cut 
** off” faid he “their provifions and water; there arc in Mexico fo ma- 
“ ny Xiquipils of warriors, how can they fubfift? their provifions muft 
** at fomc time be expended, the water which th^ get from the wells 
** is fait, and they have no refource but from the 'frequent rains; fight 
** than by hunger and thirft, and do not throw away your own force.”^ 
Cortes embraced D. Carlos for his advice; not that the fame had not 
occurred to many of us before, but wc were too impatient. 

Cortes began upon bis new fyftem, by fending orders to all the 
detachments to remain in their quarters for the next three days. As 
the enemy were fo fhrong upon the lake, we always fent out two vcffels 
in company; they had now acquired the method of breaking through 
the pallifadoes by the force, of oars and fails, when there* was a good 

wind. Thus wc w'cre mafters of the^lake, and alfo of all the houfes 

# 

which were at any little diftance from the city. This flackened the 
triumphs of the Mexi^ns« As our veflels broke through the enemy’s 
palii&does, they could flank us while’ we carried on our work, filling 

the 
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the ditches in our front. This we at all our polfs in the ipace 

of four days, Cortes himfclf carrying the beams and earth. 

During each night of this period the enemy continued beating their 
accurfed drum in the great temple; nothing cui equal the difmal im- 
prelTion its found conveyed. They were then in the execution of their 
infernal ceremonies ; the wliolc place was illuminated, and their (hricks 
at c'crtain intervals pierced the air. For ten nights together were they 
thus employed in putting to death our unfortunate companions ; Chrif- 
tpval dc Guzman was the Udl facrificed ; he was in their hands eighteen 
days ; this we were informed by fome of our prifoners, and for every 
facrihee, we w'cre told that their war god renewed to them the promife 
of vidlory. The enemy at times during the -foregoing period brought 
our own crofsbows againll us, and made the unfortunate prifoners (hoot 
thejm ; but our poft derived its fafety from the excellent management of 
the two guns under P. M. Medrano, and we ftill advanced, gaining 
every day a bridge or a parapet. Our vcflcls alfo continually intercept- 
ed their canoes loaded with provilion and water, alfo thofe which were 
employed in procuring that nutritive fubftance which when dry refem- 
bles cheeie, and is found at the bottom of the lake. In this manner of 
proceeding twelve or thirteen days had now pailed, our lives therefore 
exceeded the date allowed them by the predi Aion of the Mexican priefts. 
This gave our allies courage, and in compliance with the requihtion of 
our fteady friend Suchel, two thoufand warriors from TeXtuco returned 
to us. There came with them Captain Pedro 5anchcz' Farfan, and An- 
thonio de Villarocl, afterwards matried to La Ojeda, who had been left 
behind in Tezcuco. Many bodies allb of our Tlalcalan and other allies 
arrived about the (ame time. Cortes having funmioned their chiefs, 
made them a fpeech, partly of reprimand and partly of hopes and pro- 
mifes, concluding it with an admonition to them not to put to death any 
of the Mexicans, as it was his wi(h to ncgociate for peace. 

The heavy rains at this («i(bn of the year were much in our -favor, 

the enemy always relaxing in their exertions when they came on. Wc 
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l»ad now advanced conliderably into the city at each of the three attacks # 
we bad alfb reached the fountains of brackUh water, which we totally 
deftroyed, and the cavaliy could adt through the whole (pace which 
We had gained, as it was our care to make it levd for them. 

Our general' thought the prefent a good jundturc to oficr peace to 
the Meidcansj he therefore propofed to three of his principal pnToners 
“to go with his melfage to their king, Guatimotzin, but they declined 
it, alledging that he would certainly put them to death. At length 
however he prevailed with them to carry his propofal, which was to 
this purport. That from the aflc^ion he bore to all the family of the 
great Montezuma, in order allb to prevent the dcllrudion of that great 
city, and the loft of lives, he was willing to treat of peace, calling to 
the recollcdfion of Guatimotzin, that his troops and people were cut off 
from proviftons and water, and that all thole nations which had former- 
ly been the vallals of Mexico were now the allies of the Spaniards ; with 
many more llrong arguments to the fame purpofc, which the embafla- 
dors very well urlderllood. Previous to their going they dedred that 
the general would provide them with a letter, under which authority 
thty waited on the monarch;- fobbing atid Wailing bitterly, as knowing 
the danger which attended their bulineft. At lirft Guatimotzin and his 
chiefs appeared enraged, but the moderation of his difpolition prevailed, 
and he relblved to call a council compoftd of the princes, chiefs, and 
priefts of the city:! Guatimotzin opened the buhnefs by cxprclTing his 
own inclination ^o conie into terms^ expoling the inefficacy of their re- 
liftance, the defeition of thdr allies, 'ar^ the diftrefles of the people. 
The priefts took the oppolite opinion. They reprelcnted the condu^ of 
the Spaniards from the firft, their treatment of his uncle the great Mon- 
tezuma, of Cacamatzin, and of various' other princes as foon as they 
had got them in their power; allb.thb death of the two fons of Mon- 
tezuma, which they laid to their cf^ge, the ddlrwftibh and wafte of 
the' wealth of Mdxico, aiui theriha^ks' of Ikveiy with which they had 
bruided .other naticms. llicy liiitdiicled him of his own martial fame 
and condudt, of the infidioufneft of Cortes and his offirs, and the 
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jiromifes of vidory they hati obtained from tlieir gods. Guatimotztn 
then exprelTed his determination to fight to the lall man and gave orders 
to Ipare the provilions as much as pofiible, to fink wells in various pla- 
ces, and to endeavour to obtain fupplies by night. 

Our army remained at their ports for two days quietly, expetrting 
the aniwer from Mexico. We w'erc then attacktd at ali4|»oints by great 
bodies of the enemy, who fell on us like lions, doling upon and endea- 
vouring to feizc us in their hands, w'henever the horn of Guatimotzin 
was founded. For feven days were we thus engaged, watching in a 
body during the night, at day break going into adion, fighting during 
the day, and in the evening retiring to confbic ourfelves with our mifery 
of maize cakes, agi or pepper, tunas, and herbs. Our offer of jxracc 
only ferved for new matter for the enemy to revile us on, reproaching 
us as cowards, and faying, that peace was for women and arms for 
men. 


It has been mentioned that the wretched remains of our country- 
men were fent round to different provinces, to fummon and encourage 
them to come to the aid of the Mexicans. In confequence, a force af- 
fbmbled from Matalzingo, Malinalco, and other places at the dirtance 
of eight leagues from Mexico, to fall on our rear, while the 
enemy from the city attacked ^s in front. When they had artemblcd 
as above mentioned, they began to commit outrages upon the country 
between them and us, feizing the children in order to facrifice. Com- 
plaints of this coming to Cortes, he detached Andres de Tapia with 
tw'enty cavalry and one hundred infantry againft the enemy. This 
officer executed his miffion completely, driving them back to their own 
country with lofs. 

Cortes then fent Sandoval to affift the people of the dirtriert called 
by us Cuernabaca, wdio were attacked in the fame manner. There is 
much to fay in refped; to this expedition; too much indeed to be able 
to do jurticc to it without going into the details j fuffice it that it was 
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more peaceable than warlike, and of the happicA ef¥e<Sl for us, Sandoval 
returning accompanied by two chiefs of the nation he had marched 
againO:. His return was very fudden, in order to prote^ our pofts, 
which were in a moft perilous way ; for this draft had difmantled them, 
as he had with him every man really fit for duty, being twenty cavalry 
and eighty infantr)'. However he by his expedition faved both our al- 
lies and us. 

Cortes now again lent an embafly to Guatimotzin, faying he had 
his Monarches orders to fave if pofifiblc that fine city i he reminded Gu- 
atimotzin of the diftrefs of the wretched people, and to convince him 
that he had no hope from his allies, he fent the meffage by the two 
chiefs who accompanied Sandoval. The Mexican monarch returned no 
anfwcr, except ordering the ambafladors immediately to quit the city. 
The enemy now increafed every day the fury of their attacks ; their ex- 
prefTions were, “Tenitoz rede Caflillal Tenitoz Axaca?” which means, 
“ what fays the king of Caftille? what does he now?’* We ftill con- 
tinued advancing towards the heart of the city, and obferved that not- 
withfianding the rage with which they affaikd us, for it feemed as if 
they wifhed to meet their deaths, there was not fo much movement 
among them as formerly, nor did they fo bufily employ themfcives in 
opening the ditches. We alfo had caufc for reflection of a lefs pkafant 
nature which w'as, that our powder was almoft reduced to liothing. 
At this moment moil fortunately, arrived at the port of Villa Rica, a 
vcflcl with fc^diers and ordnance itores, one of an armament fitted out 
by the Licentiate Lucas Vafquez de Aillon, which had been deftroyed 
or difperfed near the Iflands of Florida. The relief and reinforcement 
were immediately forwarded to Cortes, by his lieutenant, Rangel. 
It was now determined by Cortes and all the army to pufh for the great 
place or Taltelulco of the cky, on account of the principal temples and 
flrong buildings being there. Each of our detachments therefore ad- 
vanced for the purpofe. Cortes got pofleflion of a fmall fquareat which 
were fome temples ; in thofe temples were beams whereon were placed 
the heads of many of our foldicrs j tlieir hair and beards had much 
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jjrown; I coulil nrtt Iiavc believed it had I not ficn it with niy owncyei 
in three days after, when our party had advanced near cnougli to g;et a 
view of them, after having filled two canals. I rccognifed the features 
of three of our friends, and the tears came into my eyes at the fight. 
In tvvclv'e days they were all buried by us in that which is now named 
the church of the martyrs. 

Tlie detachment of Alvarado continued to advance, and after an 
engagement of two hours forcol the enemy from their barricades in the 
great Iquarc. The cavalry now rendered good fervice in the open fpnee, 
and the enemy were driven before us into the temple of the Avar god. 
Alvarado divided his forces into three bodies, and while he occupied the 
attention of the enemy with two, he ordered the third, commanded by 
Gutierre dc Badajoz, to drive them from, and take poflcflfion of the 
great temple. The enemy, headed by their priefts, occupied the ado- 
ratories or fandluarics of their idols, and repul fed our tnM>ps, driving 
them down the fteps ; which being obferved by Alvarado, he then font 
us to fupport them, and on our arrival, having afeended to the top, we 
completely drove the enemy from that poft; having done which, we 
fet fire to the images of their falfc gods, and planted our ftandard on the 
liimmit of the temple. The view of this fignal of vidtory rejoiced Cor- 
tes, who would fain have joined us, but he had it not in his power. 
He was then diftant a quarter of a league, and had many ditches to fill 
as he advanced. In four days from this time,- both he and Sandoval had 
worked their way to us, and the communications to the three pofts were 
opened through the centre of the city of Mexico. This attack upon 
the temple was truly perilous ; the edifice was very lofty, and the ene- 
my numerous ; and they continued to engage us on the flat ground at 
the fummit, from the time that we had let fire to the idols and their 
adoratorics, until night. ' The rdyal palaces were now levelled to the 
ground, Guatimotzin and his troops having retired to a quarter of the 
city more diftant from the centre, and towards thelake. 


Still they attacked us in the day, and at ni^ht purfued us to our 
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quarters^ and thus time pafTcd over, and no propofition was made con> 
cerning peace. Our chiefs then propofed a plan of laying ambufeades. 
Thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry of the prime of our army, to- 
gether with onc thouland Tlafcalans were polled in concealment, in 
fome large houfes which had belonged to a nobleman of the city. This 
was done during the night, Cortes with the reft of his troops, in the 
morning went to attack a poft at a bridge, which Goatimotzin had or- 
dered to be fupported by a large, force. Cortes after his firft attack re- 
treated, drawing the enemy after him, by the buildings where the troops 
were placed in concealment. At the proper moment he fired two fliots 
clofe together as a fignal to us; we {allied out, and the enemy being 
cnclofcd between us, our allies, ^ and the party of Cortes which faced 
about, a dreadful havoc was made of them, and from that time they 
no more annoyed us in our retreat. Another trap was alfo laid for them 
by Alvarado, but not with the fame fuccefs ; I was not prefent at it, 
being ordered by Cortes to do duty for that time with his party. 

From our quarters we had to march above half a league to meet 
the enemy; we now therefore quitted that poft altogether, and lodged 
ourfelvcs in the great fquare or Taltelulco. Here W'e were for three days 
without doing any thing worth mentioning : we alfo abftained from dc- 
ftroying any more of the city, in the hopes of peace. 

Cortes at this time fent to Guatimotzin requefting him to furrendcr, 
under the ftrongeft alTuranccs of enjoying the plentitude of power and 
honors. He accompanied this embafty with as handfomc a prefent as 
his fttuation permitted, of provifions, bread, fowls, fruit, and game. 
Guatimotzin as he m^s advifed to do by thofe whom he confultcd, dif- 
funulated, and feemed inclined to a pacification. He fent four of his 
principal nobility, with a promife to come to an interview with Cortes 
in three days^ But this was all feigned ; he employevl the time in for- 
tifying his quarter of the town, and making preparations to attack us. 
He alfe endeavoured to amufe us by a fecond embafty, but we were 
now advifed of his fcheines. In from what he was told by thofe 
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about him, and from the example of his uncle Montezuma, he was 
afraid to trull himfelf in our hands. But the malk was foon thrown 
off; we were attacked by great bodies of the enemy, W'ith fuch violence, 
that it appeared as if all w'as beginning anew. Having Ixxin rather ta- 
ken by fiirprifc, they did us at firft fomc mifehief, killed one Ibldier,. 
and two horfes ; but in the end we fent them back with very little to 
i boall of. Cortes ordered his troops now to proceed againll that part of 
the city where the quarters of Guatimotzin were; accordingly we began 
upon our former fyilcm, and gained ground as we had before done elfe- 
whcrc. When the king perceived this, he delired an interview with 
Cortes, on the fide of a large canal which was to feparate them. To 
this Cortes readily adented, and it was to take place on the enfuing 
morning. Cortes attended, but Guatimotzin never appeared ; inllcad 
of which he fent feveral of his principal nobility, who faid that the king 
did not think proper to come, from an apprehenlion that we might 
fhoot him during the parley. Cortes then engaged by tlie moll foknin 
oaths not to do him any injury whatever, but it was of no eflcdl, A 
ridiculous farce was played here: two of the nobility who attended on 
the part of Guatimotzin, took out of a fack, bread, a fowl, and cher- 
ries, which they began to cat, in order to imprefs the Spaniards with an 
idea that they were not in want. Cortes feeing the manner in which 
he was trc*ated, fent back an hoftile mcliage and retired; after this wc 
were left unmolelled for the fpacc of four or five days. During this 
time numbers of wretched Indians, reduced by famine, furrounded our 
quarters every night. Cortes pitied their miferable lltuation, and hop- 
ing that it might induce the enemy to come into terms of accommoda- 
tion, ordered the cell^tion of hoHilities to be llridlly adhered to; but na 
overture of the kind was made. 

There was in the army of Cortes a foldicr who boallcd of having 
ferved in l^y, and of the great battles which he had feen there. Hi; 
name was Sotelo, and he was a native of Seville. This man was eter- 
nally talking of the wonderful military machines which he knew the 
art of conilrudling, and how he could make a flone engine which 
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flioiilii in two days dtfiroy that w hole quarter of the city wliere Guafi* 
niotzin liad retreated. He toUl Cortes fo many fine things of tins kind, 
that he perfuaded liim into a trial of his expcrintcnis, lime, ftonc, and 
timber Ix-ing brought, according to his ilcfire; the carpenters were alfi> 
fit to work, two ftrong cables were made, and ftoncs tlie fize of a bufhel 
were prepared. The machinery was now all ready, the ftonc which 
was to be cjedlcd was put in its place, and the wdiole apparatus was 
played off* againft: the quarters of Guatimotzin. But behold ! inftead of 
taking that diredtion, the Hone flewr up vertically into the air, and re- 
turned cxadtly into the place from whence it had been launched. Cortes 
was enraged and afhamed : he reproached the foldicr, aiul ordered the 
macliincry to be taken down ; but ftill it continued the joke of the 
army . 

Cortes now gave orders to Sandoval, to go with the flotilla againil 
that part or nook of the city whither Guatimotzin had retired, caution- 
ing him at the fame time not to kill or injure any Mexican, unlcfs he 
was attacked, nor even then to do more than was abiblutely neceflary 
iur his own defence; but to level all the houfes, and the many advan- 
ced works which the enemy had made in the lake. Cortes afeended 
then into the great ternple, w'ith fevcral of his officers and foldicrs, to 
obfirve the movements of his fleet. When Sandoval approached the 
quarters of Guatimotzin, that priiK:e, who had great apprehenfions of 
being made prifoner, availed himiclf of the preparations which he had 
made tor his efcape, and embarking himfclf, his family, his courtiers, and 
officers, with their moft valuable effects, on board fifty large piraguas, 
the whole body let off for the main land, as did all his nobility and 
chiefs in various dirc(ftions. Sandoval who was at this time occupied 
in making his way by tearing down the houfes, received immediate no- 
tice of the flight of Guatimotzin. He inftantly fet out in the purfuit, 
giving orders that no injury or infult thould be offered, but that 
each fhould keep a fteady eye upon the royal veflel, and do his utmofl; 
to get poflcfllon of it. He particularly diredked however Garci Holguin, 
his intimate friend, and captain of the quickefl; iailer of the fleet, to 
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make for that part of the fliorc whither Giiatimotzin was raoft likely 
to go. Accordingly this officer followed his inf fruiit ions, and falling 
in with the vclfcls, from certain particulars in its appearance, ftrudlurc, 
and awning, he afeertained that which the king was on board of. He 
made figns to the people in it to bring to, but without effedt; he then 
ordered his crofsl)OW-mcn and mufqueteers to prclent, upon which Gu- 
atimotzin called out to them not to fhoot, and approaching the veflel, 
acknowledged himfclf for what he was, declaring his rcadinel's to fub- 
mit, and go with them to their general, but requefting that his queen, 
his children, and attendants fhould Ik* fui&rcd to remain unmolefled. 
Holguin received hiitfwith the greateft refpett, together with his queen, 
and twenty of his nobility. He feated them on the poop of his fhip, 
and provided refrcfhmcnts for them, commanding, that the piraguas 
W'hich carried the kings cffedls, fliould follow untouched. 

Sandoval at this moment mavle a fignal for the flotilla to clofc up 
to him, and perceived that Giiatimotzin was prifoner to Holguin, who 
was taking him to Cortes, Upon this he ordered his rowers to exert 
their utmoft to bring him up to Holguin’s veflel, and having arrived by 
the fide of it, he demanded Giiatimotzin to be delivered to him as gene- 
ral of the whole force; but Holguin refufed, alledging that he had no 
claim whatever. A veflel which went to carry the intelligence of the 
great event, brought alfo to Cortes who was then on thc fummit of the 
great temple in the Taltclulco, very near the part of the lake where Gu- 
atimotzin was captured, an account of the difpute between his officers. 
Cortes inllarttly difpatchcd Captain Luis Marin and Francifeo dc Lugo, 
to bring the whole party together to his quarters, and thus to flop ail 
litigation; but he enjoined them not to omit treating Giiatimotzin and 
his queen with the greateft refpedt. During the interval, he employed 
Ivimfelf in arranging a ftatc, as well as he could, with cloths and man- 
tles. He alfo prepared a table with refrcfhmcnts, to receive his prifo- 
ners. As foon as they appeared, he went forward to meet them, and 
embracing Guatimotzin, treated him and all his attendants with every 
mark of refpcdl. The unfortunate monarch, with tears in his eyes, 
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ami finking under affli<5tion, then addrcfled him in the following 
words. “ Malintzin ! 1 have done that which was my duty in the dc- 
‘ ‘ fence of my kingdom and people ; my efforts have failed, and being 
“ now brought by force a prifoncr in your hands, draw that poinard 
“ from your fide, and ftab me to the heart.” Cortes embraced, and 
ufed every exj>reflion to comfort him, by afTurances that he held him 
in high cflimation for the valour and firmnefs he had fhewn, and that 
he had required a fubmiflion from him and the people at the time that 
they could no longer reafonably hope for fuccefs, in order to prevent 
further deflriuflion ; but that was all paft, and no more to be thought 
of; he fhould continue to reign over the people, ^'‘he had done before. 
Cortes then enquired after his queen, to which Guatimotzin replied,- 
that in confequcncc of the compliance of Sandoval with his requeft, Ihe 
and her women remained in the piraguas, until Cortes fhould decide as 
to their fate. The general then caufed them to be fent for, and treated 
them in the beft manner his fituation afforded. The evening w’as drawl- 
ing on, and it appeared likely to rain; he therefore fent the whole roy- 
al family to Cuyoacan, under the care of Sandoval. The reft of the 
troops then returned to their former quarters ; we to ours of Tacuba, 
and Cortes, proceeding to Cuyoacan, took the command there, fending 
Sandoval to refumc his ftation at Tepeaquilla. Thus was the fiege of 
Mexico brought to a conclufion by the capture of Guatimotzin and his 
cliicfs, on the thirteenth of Auguff, at the hour of vefpers, being the 
day of St. Hyppolitus, in the year of our Lord one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twenty one. Glorified be our Lord Jefus Chrip:, and our la- 
dy the Holy Virgin Mary his blefled piothcr, ampnj^ 

In the night after Guatimotzin was made prifoi^er, there was the 
greateif tempcfl of rain, thunder, and lightening, efjxxrially about mid- 
night, that ever was known ; but all the foldiers were as deaf as if they 
liad been for an hour in a fleeple, with the bells ringing about their 
cars. This w^as owing to the continual noife of the enemy for ninety 
three day's ; fome preparing their troops and bringing them on, fhout- 
ing, calling, and vvhillling, as fignals to attack us on the caulcw’ay ; 
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others in the canoes coming to attack our vclTels; feme again at work 
upon their pallifadocs, or opening the ditches and water cuts, and mak- 
ing ftonc parapets, or preparing their magazines of darts and arms, and 
the women fupplying the (lingers with their ammunition. Then from 
the temples and adoratories of their accurfed idols, the timbals and horns, 
and the mournful found of their great drum, and other difmal noifes, 
were inceflantly aifailing our ears, fo that day or night we could hardly 
hear each other fpcak. But thefe dins immediately ceafed on the cap- 
ture of Guatimotzin, for which reafon as I have obferved, we felt like 
fo many men juft efcaped from a ftecplc wher^t all t;he bcjls were ringing 
about our ears. 

Guatimotzin was of a noble appearance lK)th in perfon and counte- 
nance; his features were rather large, and chearful, with lively eyes. 
His age was about twenty three or four years, and his complexion ve- 
ry fair for an Indian. His queen the niece of Montezuma, was young, 
and very handfomc. 

In regard to the difputc between Sandoval and Holguin, Cortes 
related to them the circumftancc from the Roman hiftory, of the capture 
of Jugurtha, and the difpute of Marius and Sylla, about which of them 
fhould have the honor of it, and that this difpute was produAive of 
moft fatal civil wars ; but faid that he would lay the whole affair before 
his Majefty, by whofe arbitration it fhould be decided, which of the 
two fhould have the a<ftion emblazoned in his arms. In two years from 
this time the Emperor’s orders upon the fubjedl arrived ; they were fo 
this purpofe; that Cortes fhould bear in his arms the feven kings, re- 
prefenting Montezuma, Guatimotzin, and the princes . of Tczcuco, 
Iztapalapa, Cuyoacan, Tacuba, and Matalzingo. 

What [ .am going to mention is truth, and I fwcar and fay amen 
to it. I have read of the deftrutftion of Jerufalem, but I cannot conceive 
that the mortality there exceeded this of Mexico; for all the people from 
the diftant provinces which belonged to this empire had concentrated 
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flicmfclvcs licrc, where they moftly died. The Greets, the rquarc®;, 
the houfes, and the courts of the Taltcliiko were covered with dead bo- 
dies; we could not ftep witliout treading on them; the lake and canals 
were filled with them, and the fiench was intolerable. For this rcafon, 
our troops immediately after the capture of the royal family retired to 
their former quarters. Cortes himfclf was for fomc time ill from tlue 
cfifett of it. 

The vefTcls were now the beft fituation, thole on board cari^ung 
away all the plunder, for they had accefs to houfes in the water which 
were not in our reach. They alfo found what the Mexicans had con- 
cealed iti the reeds, and on the borders of the lake, and intercepted that 
which was curried out of our reach by water. We on land gained no- 
thing but honor and wounds. The wcjilth our navy got was much 
more than we could guefs at; Guatimotzin and all his chiefs declaring, 
wdten enquiry was made as to the public treafure, that it had moftly 
fiillcn into their hands. 

To return to the ftate of Mexico. Guatimotzin now requefted of 
Cortes, th\^ pcrmilfion^lra^xM^ clear the city entirely of the 

inhabitants, in order to purify it, and refiorc its fidubrity. Accordingly 
they w'cre ordered to rerno\x* to the neighbouring towns, and for three 
days, and three nights, all the cmifew-ays were full, from one end to 
the other, of men, women, and children, fo weak and fickly, fqualid 
and dirty, and pcllilcntial, that it w’as mifery to behold them. When 
all thofc who were able had quitted the city, we went to examine the 
Hate of it, which was as 1 have dclcribcd. The ftrccts, courts, and 
houfes were covered with dead bodies, and fomc milerable wretches 
were creeping about, in the difterent Ifciges of the moll; offenfive difor» 
ders, the conl'equcnces of famine and improper food. The ground was 
all, broken up to get at tlic roots of fuch vegetation as it afforded, and 
the very trees were firipped of their bark ! There was no frefh water in 
the town. During all their diftrefs however, though their conftant 
pra<ff:ice was to feall on fuch as they took prifoners, no inftance occurred 
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of their having preyed on each other; and certainly never cxiiled lincc 
the creation a people ■^dboctY' fuHered lb much from hunger, thiril, and 
warfare. 

After having returned thanks to God, Cortes determined to cclc- 
bratc his fuccefs by a feftival in Cuyoacan; a veflel had arrived at Villa 
Rica with a cargo of wine, and hogs had been provided from the Ifland 
of Cuba. To this entertainment he invited all the officers of his army, 
and alfo the foldiers of eftimation, and all things being prepared, on 
the day appointed, we waited on our general. When we came to lit 
down to dinner there were not tables for one half of u^; this brouglit 
on great confulion among the company, and indeed for many rcafons it 
would have been much better let alone. The plant of Noah was the 
caufe of. many fooleries and worle things; it made feme leap over tlie 
tables who afterwards could not go out at the doors, and many rolled 
down the rteps. The private foldicrs fvvorc they would buy holies witli 
golden harnefs; the crofsbow-men would ufe none but golden arrows; 
all were to have their fortunes made, W'^he n the tables were taken away 
the foldiers danced in their armour, with the ladies, as many of them 
as there were, but the difproportion in numbers was very grt;at. This 
fccnc was truly ridiculous. I will not mention the names, fufficc it to 
fay a fair field was opened for fatire. Fray De Olmcdo thought what 
he obferved at the feaft, and in the dances too fcandalous, and com- 
plained to Sandoval ; and the latter dircdlly told Cortes how the reverend 
father was fcolding and grumbling. Cortes, difcrcct in all his actions, 
then came to him and aj^(5ling to difapprovc the whole, requefted that 
he would order a folemn mafs and thankfgiving, and preach a fermon 
to the foldicrs on the moral and religious duties. Fra Bartholomc was 
highly pleafed at this, thinking it had originated fpontancoully from 
Cortes, and not knowing that the hint had been given him by Sandoval. 
Accordingly, the crucifixes and the image of our Lady were borne in fb- 
Icmn proccflion, wdth drums and ftandards ; the litany was fung duriug 
the ceremony. Fra Bartholome preachev.1 and adminiftcreJ the facraineut, 
atid w'e returned thanks to God for our vii5lor>'. 
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Cortes now took leave of his allies, the Tlafcalan chiefs, and al fo 
of Suchel otherwife Don Carlos, a very brave man, as w'as another, a 
captain of fomc city near the lake the name of which I forget ; but he 
did wonders. Many others who had rendered us moft important fervi- 
ces departed at the fame time. Cortes difmifled them all to their homes 
with many embraces, thanks, and compliments, promifing tliat he 
would foon make them rich, and great lords, and give them lands and 
vaflals, fo that they took their departure in high fpirits. They had 
however iecured fomething more fubftantial than promifes, for they 
were well loadcn with the plunder of Mexico, nor were they behind the 
enemy in their cannibal feafls, carrying with them portions preferved, 
to fupply their friends on their return home. 

Now that I am paft thele furious combats, through which, prai- 
fed be God he was plcafcd to condudl me fafe, I have to mention a cer- 
tain particularity relative to myfelf, and it is this. When I law the fa- 
crifice of our feventy two countrymen, and their hearts taken out and 
offered to the war god of the Mexicans, I had a fenfation of fear. Some 
may conffdcr this as want of fimincfs; but if they weigh it duly, they 
will find that it was in truth the refult of too much courage, which 
caufed me to run into extreme and uncommon dangers ; for in that day 
I confidcred myfelf a moft valiant foldicr, and was fo cftccmed by all ; 
and was ufed to do that which was attempted by the boldeft, and 1 was 
^ways under the eye of my captain. As I have before obferved, when 
I fawmy companions facrificed, their hearts taken out palpitating, and 
their legs and arms cut oft and eaten, 1 feared it might one day or other 
be my own lot, for they had me in their hands twice, but it was God’s 
will that I (hould eftapej but I remembered, and thought on what I 
had feen, atxl from this time I feared that cruel death ; and this I men- 
tion, bccaufc before I went into battle, I felt a great deprelhon and un- 
eafinefs about my heart, and then recommending myfelf to God and his 
bleftcd mother our Lady, the'infl;ant I was engaged with the enemy it 
left me. Still I am furprilcd that it came upon me u'hcn f fhoid^i have 
felt more valiant than ever, on account of the many •. ::i *. • 
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had been engaged. But I declare I never knew what fear was, until 
1 faw the madacre of the feventy two (bldiers. I-.et thofe cavaliers wlio 
have been in defperate battles and mortal dangers now decide what w’as 
the cauie of my fears; I fay that it was excefs of courage; and for this 
reafon; that 1 knew the grc'atncfs of the danger into u hich I was deter- 
mined to go, and knowingly, and voluntarily, encountered it. Many 
engagements are related in my hidory Ix-'fides thole I was at; but if my 
body wefc of iron, I could not have been at all ; and I was much of- 
tener wounded than whole. 

r mud obferve, that the Mexicans did not kill our foldicrs, bii» 
wounded, and carried them off, to facrificc alive, to their gods.’ 






THE TRUE HISTORY 


OF 


THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 

qOQOooaqaDoc y >" 

PART THE THIRD. 

CHAPTER 1. 


TraJi/iiSlions and occurrences in New Spam JubJequent 

to the conquejt. 


AfFER the conqiicfl, as foon as Cortes had Icifurc to turn his 
mind to objc<fi:s of police and internal regulation, he direded that tlic 
aqueduds fliould be refVored, and the city cleared of the dead, fo that 
within two months it might be inhabited as before. 'I’hc palaces and 
houfes he ordered to be repaired, and pointed out that part which was 
to be inhabited by the natives, and that which was to be referved for 
the Spaniards. 

Guatimotzin now^ applied in the name of many of his principal 
nobility to Cortes, requefling that he would order fuch of their women 
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of rank as had been taken by our foldicrs, to be delivered to their huf- 
bands, and fathers. Tiie general found fome difficulty in this, but 
agreed to permit them to make fearch, and fuch as wifhed to return, he 
allured them that he would caufe to be given up. They learched 
through every houfe, and though the women hid thcmfelves they found 
many, but very few were inclined to return; they declared that they 
dctellcd the idolatry of their countiy'^mcn, and in addition they were 
many of them pregnant, fo that of the whole number three only went 
back to their families. 

One of the ftrll public works undertaken was an arfenal in the 
city, fo lituated as to include our flotilla. Alvarado was to the beft of 
my knowledge appointed alcalde, until the arrival of Salazar de la Pe- 
el rada. All the gold, lilvcr, and jewels, which w'cre now collctSlcd in 
Mexico, amounted to the paltry fum of three hundred and eighty thou- 
fand crowns. It was reported that Guatimotzin had thrown great 
quantities into the lake four days before the furrender of the town, and 
it was well known that a confidcrable fliare had fallen to our allies, and 
to thofe vv ho lerved on board the fleet. Cortes was not forty to think 
Guatimotzin had it concealed, in hopes of obtaining it all for himfelf. 
It was then propofed to put both Guatimotzin and his confidential friend 
the prince of Tacuba to the torture, to extort confcfliou from them; this 
was certainly veiy contrary to the inclination and difpofition of Cortes, 
who could not approve of fuch an a(5t of cruelty being committed on a 
perfon fo diflinguifhed as Guatimotzin; one who was abfolute monarch 
of a country three times larger than Caftillc. In anfwer to all enquiries 
the king's officers protefled that there was no more than what had been 
produced, which when melted and run into bars did not exceed three 
hundred and eighty thoufand crowns. From this the fifth for the Em- 
peror and another for Cortes were dedu<Sted; what remained did not at 
all fatisfy thofe of the conqiasrors of Mexico who were not before friends 
to Cortes. They fuggefted to the treafurcr Alderetc that the general 
obje<5fed to Guatimotzin being tortured, in order to get the gold him- 
fejf. Cortes was therefore obliged to leave the unfortunate king at their 
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difpofal, as well as the lord of Tacuba. What this inhuman procefs 
extorted from them was, a confelhoii that they had, four days previous 
to the furrendcr, throw'n treafure into the lake, and alfo the mnfqucts, 
bows, and other arms taken from us in our flight, atid in the lafl defeat 
of Cortes. The place w'hich Chiatimotzin pointed ovit was fcarched by 
the beft fwimmers, to no cfle<5t whatever. In a deep pond at his pa- 
lace was found a fun of folid gold, fimilar to that w hich Montezuma 
had given us, w’ith many ornaments of fmall value, the private pro- 
perty of Guatimotzin. On the torture the Prince of Tacuba declared 
that he had gold at fome large houfes he pofl'eflcd four leagues from the 
town of Tacuba, and that, if there, he would point out to us where it 
was buried. Alvarado and fix foldicrs whereof I was one accompanied 
him thither; when we arrived he declared he had laid fo in hopes of 
d]|ing on the road, for that he had no treafure w'hatcvcr ; fo W'c remain- 
ed without any more gold to melt. The fadt is that the treafury was 
diminifhed to a mere trifle before it came into Guatimotzin’s hands ; and 
1 and many others who faw it at firfl knew it appeared t«> be then w'orth 
twice what it was when brought out to have bis Majefty’s fharededudl- 
ed: 1 obferved many articles of remarkable and curious workman- 
fliip miffing at that time ; they were taken for the public fcrvice. 

I and fcveral good divers fcarched that part of the lake which had 
been pointed out by Guatimotzin, and we found fome pieces of gold of 
little value, which were immediately claimed by Cortes and Alderetc. 
They alfo fent down perfons and were themfelves prefent, but all tluy 
obtained amounted to lefs than the value of ninety crowns. This made 
us very penfive and grave, when we found what mere trifles our fliares 
as they were called came to. For this reafon Fra Bartholome, and 
other cavaliers and captains, rcprelented to Cortes that it would be bell 
to divide that which fell to the lot of the whole army, among the 
wounded, the halt, the blind, the deaf, the fcorchcd, and the lick ; 
and that thofe who iiad efcaped found would renounce their claims. 
This they faid upon an expc<flalion that it might draw out fome of the 
treafure which they fufpet^lcd was concealed. Cortes replied that he 
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aiqiiiro, and rtclify all. Our captains and foldicrs were then 
curious to know what the fharcs came to for each man. On calling it 
up it appeared, that to each liorfcman there came one hundred crowns, 
and to each infantry foldicr I forget how much, but no one would ac- 
cept it. I'his did not quiet the foldicrs ; they murmured loudly and 
accufed the treafurer. He to exculpate himfelf faitl, that they fliould 
blame Cortes, who liad taken out a (ccond fifth for himfelf, and alfo a 
dcdu<5lion for lofs of horfes, and had retained from the common flock 
many pieces of wrought gold to fend to his Majefly. The foldicrs of 
Narvaez who never liked Cortes thoroughly, would not take their pal- 
try fliares, and as Cortes now lodged at Cuyoacan, in large buildings 
with white walls, vciy well adapted for fcribbling on, there appearetl 
every morning libels ngainfl him in profe or verfe. The idea of one of 
them was, that as the planets fometimes went a little out of their courfc, 
but by the ortlcr of nature fpeedily reverted to it again, fo it was with 
Cortes and his ambition. Another faid we were more conquered by 
Cortes than Mexico by us, and that we were not the victors of New 
Spain, but the vanquiflied of Cortes. Some faid that he had taken his 
fifth as general, and a fccond as king; and others again that Velafquez 
had incurred all the cxpencc, and Cortes reaped all the profit. I rccol - 
Jcifl the W'ords of one onl}' : they were 

“ Que trifle efla cl alma mea, 

“ Hafla que la parte veti.’'* 

Many were written in fuch a flile as is not fit for me to relate, and 
fomc had a turn and witty point in them which 1 am not able to give. 
Cortes was a poet, and prided himfelf on giving anfwers in that w’ay 
to fuch complimentary addrcflcs as he received ; he alfo ufed to reply in 
pointed epigrams to thefe pafquinades which grew every day more in- 
decent. One day obferving the walls covered with them he wrote, “a 
white wall is paper for fools.** Next morning was found added, “and for 
truths.*’ At length Fra Bartholome told Cortes the thing was going too 
far 

* How anxious I am for a partition of plunder!? 
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r.ir, and aJvifcd lii’T; Jo lltjp it, which he did hy threats of fcvcrc pu- 
nifhrr.eiit . 

Among the folviicr^ o< our army very l;ca\ y deht;) were e nr.tr.nfled; 
a criif-i-bi'U' was fold for fifty crowns, a mufjuet coll one hundred, a 
liorfe eight liiindred, one thoiiliind, ai)d even more; and ||vcry thing 
» Ifo WM' in proportion. Tlicn our Ihrgeon Macflie Juan y lnrged high, 
.:s did a Doll or Mureia who was an apothecary and barber. There were 
befidcs various other money traps, all which w’crc to be fatisfied out oC 
our dividends. This required fomc regulation: Cortes accordingly ap- 
pointed Sandla Clara, a wry honorable perfon, and one I.erena, to a}>- 
]>reciatc each claim, which was to be paid according to their awanl, 
within two years. The value of the gold was alfo altereil by increafing 
t lie alloy; this was intended to ferve us in our dealing with tlie mer- 
chants from Europe or Cuba, but it had a contrary cfledl, as they were 
prepared, and added twice as much to the price of their goods. I'he 
alloy w'as copper, called here Tepuzque ; for which reafon we call any 
one of an inferior degree to another of the fame name, Don Juan, or 
Don Alonzo Tepuzque, or the copper Don Juan &c. The abufes rc- 
fulting from this being made know'n to his Majcfly, he was plcafcd to 
forbid tlic currency of this bafe metal, ordering it tod)e taken in duties 
until it was all drawn over to Caftille, and that no more of it fliould be 
made. At this time two gold-fmiths were hanged here for running bale 
metal with the legal mark. 

I have digrefled for fbmc time pail, and will now return to the 
thread of my narrative. Cortes, as the beil w'ay to get rid of troublc- 
fome companions and demands, determined now to lend out colonics, 
and make fettlemcnts at c:onvcnicnt iituations. For this purpofe Sando- 
val was ordered to Tuftepeque, and Guacacualco. Juan Vclafqucz was 
to go to Colima, one Villa Fuerte to Zacatula, Chriftoval de Oli to 
Mechoacan, (he w'as at this time married to a Fortugueze lady named 
Donna Phillipa dc Aranja,) and Francifeo de Orozca to 
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At this time the chiefs of the diftant provinces' could not bring 
thcmfclves to believe that Mexico was dcftroj'cd ; they therefore lent de- 
putations to afeertain the truth, and alfo to offer themfelves as valfals to 
his Majefty the Emperor. All made great prelents of gold to Cortes, 
and many came in perfon, and brought their children to fee the ftate of 
that power^pnee fo feared by them, and uled to exprefs themfelves as 
we fay, “ here Troy town flood.”* 

Curious readers will be delirous to know how it happened, that the 
conquerors of Mexico who had gone through fuch dangers to obtain 
poflidhon of that city, ihould now quit it to fcarch for new fettlemcnts. 
To this I reply, that the books which contained the accounts of Mon- 
tezuma’s revenues were examined to find from whence the gold, 
and other valuable articles of tribute, fuch as cacao, and cotton manu- 
fa<5lures, were fent ; and it was to thefe produdlivc diflri<5ls that we 
wifhed to go. Efpecially, we were led by the example of Sandoval, 
who being known to be the particular friend of Cortes, it was not to be 
fuppofed would go upon an unprofitable enterprife. We alfo faw that 
the vicinity ot the city of Mexico had neither mines, plantations, nor 
manufactures, but was intircly occupied by the cultivation of maize, 
and’ of maguey. tThis we thought did not afford us profpcCls fuffici- 
cntly advantageous, and we went to other places where we were fadly 
difappointed. I waited upon Cortes to requefl permiflion to attend San- 
doval ; “brother B. Diaz del Caflillo” faid the general to me, “ by my con- 
fcience you will find yourfclf miflaken ; you had better flay with me, 
“ but if you arc determined on going with your friend Sandoval, go in 
“ God’s name; I will always do my utmofl to take care of you, but 1 
“ tell you that you will repent of it.” All the gold remained with the 
Em{)eror*s officers, the flaves having been purchafed by the foldiers ac- 
cording to tlKir valuation at a public fale. The detachments were lent 
out to colonize the provinces at diffi;rent periods, for two months after 
the capture of Mexico ; however I will not any farther particularize 
them, not to trcfpafs unneceffarily on my reader’s time. 
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At this time arrived at the port of Villa Rica, Chriftoval de Tapia, 
vecdor of the Ifland of St. Domingo, with a commiilion to take ujK)n 
him the government of New Spain, by order of his Majcfty, and un- 
tler the diredtion of the Bifliop of Burgos. Me brought with him letters 
from the faid Bifhop of Burgos to Cortes and many others of his army, 
recommending him, to l>c honoureil by us as governor of New Spain, 
and befides thofc which were clofed and fcalcd, he had alfo with him 
letters filled up and which he was authorifed to addrefs as he faw occa- 
fion for his own intereft. Great promifes were held out to fuch as 
would come over to the new governor, and violent threats of punifh- 
ment to thofe who made any oppofition to him. Tapia firft prclentcd 
his commiffion to Alvarado, then commandant in Villa Rica. Alvara- 
do received it with the higheft rel’pcdl, and faid that as he was not able 
of himfelf to decide any thing, it would be neccllary to aflcmblc the 
alcaldes and regidors of the town, to have the commifiion verified be- 
fore them, and alfo to prove the manner in which it had been tranf- 
mitted, that they might know for a certainty that it came in a proper 
form from his Majefiy’s hand. This did not exad:ly agree with the 
views of Tapia. Being advifed to proceed to Mexico and produce his 
commiffion to Cortes himfelf, he forwarded the letter of the bifhop, 
and allb wrote to Cortes upon the fubjedl of his million. The llile of 
the letters was fmooth and perfuafivc, but the anfwcr of Cortes was ten 
times more fo. Cortes immediately lent exprefl'es to fomc of the differ- 
ent officers he had detached, ordering them to go and meet Tapia who 
had already fet out for Mexico, but was, in confequence of the dirc*c- 
tion of Cortes, met on the road by Alvarado, Sandoval, De Soto, Val- 
denegro, Captain .Andres de Tapia, and the reverend father Fra Malga- 
rejo. Thefc gentlemen with much compjjiments anti ceremony, induced 
Chriiloval de Tsq>ia to go to Cempoal they there requeffed to fee his 
commiffion, which being verified, and acknowledged, they placed it 
on their heads in token of refpe<£l: and fubmiffion; but in regard to the 
admitting him as governor by the virtue of it, that was quite another 
affair; it was firft neccllary to know what his Majefty’s pleafurc was 
touching the affairs of New Spain, the true ftate of ^^•hich had been 
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concealed from him by the Bifhop of Burgos, who did it to ferve his 
own private views, and to favor Velafquez and Tapia, one of whom 
he intended fhould marry his niece. By all this it was pretty evident to 
Tapia, that he wtjuld not ver)' fpeedily enter upon his office, and the 
difappointment afiedted him to that degree that he fell lick. Our cap- 
tains wrote to Cortes letting him know all that had palled, and recom- 
mending him to lend a good quantity of golden ingots, and try their 
cffe<ft in mollifying the fury of the would-jbe governor. Thefe arrived 
by tlie return of the exprefs, and with them they bought from him 
fomc negroes, three horles, and one of his Hiips; in the other Tapia 
embarked himfelf, and fet fail for the Illand of St. Domingo, where 
he was very ill received by the court of royal audience and the brothers 
of the order of Jeronymites, he having undertaken the bulinefs contrary 
to their exprefs command; but they would not exert their power far- 
ther againli one patroniled by the Btlhop of Burgos, his Majefty being 
at that time in Flanders. 

1 have formerly made mention of fome particulars relative to an 
expedition let on foot by one Garay. It was to colonize* and fettle upon 
the river of Panuco. Cortes had received intelligence ol it, and relblv- 
ed to anticipate him by lending thither a party for the fame purpofi.*. 
He alfo now again lent Rangel to Villa Rica as commandant, and or- 
dered Narvaez to be lent to him at Cuyoacan, where he relided until 
the palace which he was to inhabit in Mexico was complcated. The 
realbn he lent for Narvaez was this ; he was told that the latter had held 
a converfation with Tapia, in wdiich he adviled him to quit the country 
on as good terms as he could get, and go to his patron the Bilhop df 
Burgos in Caftille, to lay the^whole Rate of affairs before him ; telling 
him alfo to profit by the example w'hich his misfortunes fet him, as, if 
he Haid, lie certainly would be put to death, and that fuccefs attended 
all the meafures of Cortes. When Narv'acz was brought before Cortes, 
he fell on his knees and attempted to kifs his haiid, but our general 
would not permit it; he railed, and embracing Narvaez, treated hirn 
xvith all refpe(5l and regard, and made him fit by his fide. 
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Cortes now proceeded to take his rcfidcncc in the city of Mexico, 
He divided the ground into lots for the churclics in the firft place, tlien 
for the moiiaftcries, the public buildings, and fquares. He dividcxl the reft 
of the ground among the inhabitants that ^vere to be, and not to wallc 
more time upon the fubjodl, all thole who have feen the prelent city of 
Mexico agree, that there is not in Chriftendom one more populous, 
larger, or better built. 

While Cortes was thus employed, intelligence arrived that the pro- 
vince of Panuco was in arms. They are a warlike people, very" nume- 
rous, and having rebelled, had killed many foldicrs of the party which 
Cortes had fent to form a colony there. He refolved therefore to go 
thither in perfon : indeed all his captains were now ablent on difRrent 
duties. Our numbers had by this time received a conlidcrablc rein- 
forcement as well of thofc who had come with the vccdor Tapia, as of 
fuch as had been on the expedition to Florida with Vafqucz dc Aillon, 
and of many others lately arrived from the iflands. He left a good gar- 
rifon in Mexico under Diego de Soto, and fet out on his march with 
one hundred and thirty cavalry, two hundred and fifty infantry, and 
ten thoufand Mexicans. Juft at this time De Oli returned from Me- 
choacan which he had reduced to a ftatc of fubmiflion and peace, bring- 
ing with him the principal chief and feveral others, and a quantity of 
gold. This expedition to Panuco was very expenfive; Cortes applied 
for a reimburfement from the crown, which could not be acceded to ; 
his Majefty*s officers objedted that it was undertaken on a private ac- 
count, to prevent the eftablifhment of a colony by Gara)’-, and not for 
the public fcrvice. When he arrived at Panuco he found the people ve- 
ry rebellious. In the courfc of a few days he had two battles, in which 
he loft three foldiers, four horfes, and above one hundred Mexicans. 
The number of the enemy amounted to above feventy thoufand warri- 
ors, but it was God*s will that we fhou-ld obtain the vi<5lory, with fuch 
a^ftaughtcr of the rebels as deprived them of all thoughts of making any 
head for the prefent. Thclc people are called the Guaftecas, and Na- 
guatecas. After the laft battle Cortes again fent to fummon them to 
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fubmiilion. He employed for this purpofe fomc of the prifoners, and 
/ent with them Fra Bartholome, by whofc exhortations they were in- 
duced to fiibmit. 

Cortes then went with one half of his troops to the river Chila, 
to reduce the Indians on tlie oppofitc fide. He fummoned them, but 
they murdered his meflengcrs. He then palled over one hundred and 
fifty infantry, and fifty cavalry, during the night. The enemy on their 
landing fell on them in great numbers, but they were foon driven from 
the field, and our troops advancing took their quarters in a town where 
they found plenty of provifions. In the morning fome of them enter- 
ing the temple found remains of the bodies and clothes of our country- 
men Ibmc of our foldiers thought they rccognifcd the features of their 
friends, and it was a melancholy fight to all ; their remains we care- 
fully collc<5lcd and buried. 

From this place our detachment marched to another, where an 
out party reported, that great bodies of the enemy were polled in con- 
cealment in the houfes to fall upon our people when the cavalry had 
difmounted; their plan being difeovered failed of fuccefs, but they 
fought valiantly for half an hour, and three of our foldiers died after- 
wards of their wounds. Thclc people contrary to the general practice 
of Indians, rallied no lefs than three times. On the enfuing day our 
foldiers feoured the neighbourhood, and entering fome towns which 
had been abandoned, found a quantity of earthen vcflels, full of the 
wine of the country, in cellars under ground. After a ftay of five days 
they returned to the river of Chila. Cortes now again fummoned them, 
to which they returned for anfwer that they would come within four 
days; which Cortes waited out, but to no eflfe<5l. He therefore deter- 
mined to punilh them, and during a dark and rainy night, embarking a 
large body of Mexicans, he font them acrofs a lake to one of the enemy’s 
largeft towns, which the)- totally dcllroyed. This brought in moll of 
that country to fubmit. Cortes founded a town of one hundred and 
thirty houles, fixty three of tlie inliabitants whereof were foldiers. He 
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named it Villa tie St. Eflcvan del Puerto. It is f'.tuatcd about a league 
from Chila. He allotte d to it all tli^- neighbouring diftridts which had 
fubmitted, and gave the command to Pedro Valego. Cortes was in- 
formed that three diftridls which had been concerned in the murder of 
many Spaniards, but wdiich had been now received under allegiance, in- 
tended to fall on this poll as foon as he quitted the countr)'. He in 
confeq lienee marched againft them and dcAroyed their towns, hut they 
foon cAablilhcd tlicm again. 

A vcflcl which Cortes liad ordered to come to him w ith provifions 
and ncceflaries w'as at this time loft in fomeftrong gales from the north, 
whereby the new fctllemcnt was much diftrefled. 

Cortes on his return to Mexico was informed of depredations com- 
mitted on the peaceable diftridls, by feme of the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring mountains, whom he determined to chaftife in his way, 
but they anticipated him, by falling upon his rear and robbing the l>ag- 
gage in a bad pafs ; our allies the Mexicans made them pay well ft>r 
this infult, and two of their chiefs were hanged. Cortes then ordered 
hoftilities to ccafe, and the people, on being fummoned, e-ame in and 
fubmitted. In the place of the chief, who was executed, Cortes ap- 
pointed his brother, after which he proceeded to Mexico. In all the 
provinces of New Spain nq;ie was fo bad for favage and evil manners, 
as that of Panuco. They made human facrificcs, and were cruel to an 
excefs, drunkards, filthy, and wicked, with thirty other turpitudes. 
They were puniftied with fire and fvvord two or three times, anil greater 
misfortunes befell them when Nuno dc Guzman came to be their go- 
vernor, for he made them all ftaves, and fold them in the illiuKls. 

Alonzo de Avila whom I have formerly mentioned, was now re- 
turned with powers from the court of royal audience and the brothers of 
the order of St. Jeronymo, whereby we were authorifed to purfuc our 
conquefts, to mark ftaves, and to make fettlcments according to (he 
practice in the Iftands of Hifpaniola and Cuba. 7'h.cv alfo fmt a report 
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of what ilcps they bad taken* to Caftille. His Majcfly was then in 
Flanders* where it was laid before him. Had De Avila been here' at 
the time of Tapia*s arrival he might have been very troublefomc* for he 
was an adherent of the Bilhop of Burgos* and had been bred up in his 
houfe. For thefe rcafons* and by the advice of Almcdo, Cortes to put 
him in good humour gave him the di{lri<5fc of Guatitlan* one of the 
richeft in that country. He alfo prefented him with a conlidcrable 
quantity of gold, and a much greater of kind words and promifes, by 
which he won him fb completely over to his intereft that he afterwards 
fent him as his agent to Caftillc; at which time feveral gigantic human 
bones were tranfmittc*d* together with a quantity of gold, pearls, and 
valuable jewels. The bones were found in a temple at Cuyoacan; they 
were prodigioufly large, and limilar to thole which we had procured in 
Tlafcala and fent to Caftillc. The agents alfo brought over with them 
three tigers, and many other things of a curious nature, which I do 
not rccoIlc<ft. One part of their bulinefs was to tranfmit memorials to 
his Majefty from the council of Mexico* and from us the conquerors 
of New Spain* requefting that he would fend us over holy men of good 
life and example, as bilhops and clergymen. Alfo praying, that in 
conftderation of our meritorious fervices, all offices of honour and emo- 
lument Ihould be given amongft us, and the government to Cortes, as 
the only fit and proper perfon. Allb that his Majefty W’ould be plcafed 
not to fuller any fcholars* or men of letters to come into this country* 
to throw us into confuiion with their learning, quibbles, and books. 
We further reprefented the infufficiency of Chriftoval de Tapia, who 
was only lent by the Bilhop of Burgos to efletft a marriage be- 
tween the faid Tapia, and the bilhop*s niece* Donna Petronila de Fon- 
feca. We alfo deprecated the interference of the bilhop in the affiiirs of 
this country as being obftruiftive of our plans of conquefts for his Ma- 
jefty *s Icrvicc* adding that we were ready to receive his Majefty *s com- 
mands, proftrate on the ground, but had thought it our duty to inform- 
him of thefe particulars, which had been artfully kept from his know- 
ledge. All this* and more, was reprefented in the fuUeft light, for his 
Majefty *s information* ind to do away the mifreprefentations of the faid 

Bilhop 
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Bifliop of Burgos, whofe enmity was manifeft in his having prohibi- 
ted the Cafa de Contradlation of Seville from fending us any fupplies. 
Cortes ahb left nothing in his inkftand which could be of fcrvice to our 
intereds, for he wrote a memorial of twenty one pages, wliich I read, 
and certify to be to the full tenor and cffe<d of what I have related. He 
alfo farther petitioned, that his Majcfty would permit him to go to the 
ifland of Cuba, to apprehend Velafquez the gt)vcrnor thereof, and fend 
him as a prifortcr to Cadillc, for the injuries done by him to the gene- 
ral fcrvicc, more cfpccially in (ending an order to put Cortes to 
death. 

Our agents failed from the port of Vera Cruz, on the twentieth of 
December one thoufand five hundral and twenty two, without any par- 
ticular occurrence on the voyage to the Terceras, except the breaking 
loofe of two tigers, who wounded fomc failors, and their being obliged 
to kill the other on account of his ferocity. At the Ifland of Tercera 
Captain Anthonio de Quinones loft his life. He was very amorous, 
and in a quarrel concerning a lady there, as he piqued himfelf upon his 
valor a duel enfued, in which he reccivetl a fword wound on the head, 
and died in three days. Thus the bufinefs remained in the hands of 
Alonzo de Avila only. As he purfued his voyage to Europe, he fell in 
with a French privateer commanded by Juan Florin, who made prize 
of him, ‘his (hip, and all the trcafurc. This captain took another (hip 
from St. Domingo with a valuable cargo of fugar, and hides, as alfo 
twenty thou(and crowns of gold, and a quantity of pearls, fo that he 
returned to France very rich, and made great prefents to the King, and 
alfo to the admiral of France; the people whereof were aftonifhed at the 
magnificence of what we (ent to our great Elmpcror. The King of 
France faid that the wealth we fupplied was fuflicient alone to enable 
our Monarch to wage war againft him, and yet Peru was not at this 
time known. It is al(b reported that the King (ent to our Emperor, to 
fay, that he and the King of Portugal had divided the world between 
them, without giving him a (hare, and that he defired to (ee. the will 
of our father Adam, to know if he Iiad made them cxclufively his heirs, 

U u 2 Florin 
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Florin in his next expedition fell in with a ftrong Bifeayan fquadron, 
by which he was defeated ami made prilbner, and being tranfinttted to 
Spain, he was hangetl at the IHand of Tcncriffc. Thus was an end of 
him, his (hips, and our treafure, 

Avila vvas confined a clofc prifoner in France, but he fiiccccdtd in 
gaining the fricndlhip of the ofliccr in whofc cuftody he was, and ob- 
tained mcsins of communicating With his friends in Spain, to whom he 
tranfmitted all the papers and documents with which he had been en- 
tnifted, and which were laid before his Majcfty by the means of the 
licentiate Nunez, coufin to Cortes and relator of the royal council, 
Martin Cortes his father, dnd Diego dcOrdaz. The Emperor was pica- 
fed on due confidcration to order, that all favor (hould be (licwn to 
Cortes, and that farther proceedings (hould be fufpended until his Ma- 
jedy’s return to Spain. 

Tlic intelligence of the lofs of the treafure was received by us as a 
mod: fcrioLis diliippointmcnt. The diftridt t»f Guatitlan w’as honorably 
referved by Cortes for Avila, notwitlidanding his captivity, and his 
brother fucceeded to it three years after, Alonzo de Avila being then ap- 
pointed contador of Yucatan. 

Tire two captains, Sandoval and Alvarado, after the fcttlement with 
Tapia, returned to their detachments, and proceeded on their expeditions, 
of which I will now give an account. 
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CHAPTER II, 


Y^xpediiions of G. de Sandoval and P, de Alvarado. 

HEN our party (for I went with Sandoval) arrived at Tuftcpc- 
que, 1 took up my lodgings in the fummit of a tower in a very high 
temple, partly for the fielh air and to avoid the miifquitos which were 
very' troublcfomc below, and partly to be near Sandoval’s quarters. It 
was here that feventy two foldiers of thofc who came with Narvaez, 
and fix Callillian women had been put to death. The whole province 
on our arrival came in and fubmitted, except the Mexican chief, who 
had been the caufc of the deaths of our foldiers. Him Sandoval got ar- 
refted, and he was fliortly after executed, being burned alive. There 
were many more as guilty but this example was judged fuflRcient. After 
this was done a meATage was fent to the Zapotccan mountaineers to come 
in and fubmit. Their country is about ten leagues diilant from Tufte- 
peque. On their refufal an expedition was ordered againfl them, under 
the command of a Captain Briones, who according to his own account 
had been a great officer in Italy. He marched with one hundred infan- 
try and about the fame number of Indian allies ; the enemy were pre- 
pared for him, and laid a plan for a furprife, which they cfie<5Ied fo 
completely that they drove our party over the rocks, rolling down to the 
bottom, and above a third of them were wounded, one of whom after- 
wards died. The diftridl is fo very difficult of accefs, that troops can 
only pafs in fingle file, and the climate is very mifty and humid.. The 
natives are armed with large lances with an ell of blade, with two edges 
of ftone as (harp as a lazor, and pliable fhields which cover the whole- 
body. They arc very nimble, and give their fignals by whiftlings 
which echo among the rocks with inconceivable Hiirillnefs. This diflri^l 
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is called Tiltcpcquc. After it had been brought to lubmiflion the go- 
vernment of it was aifigned to a foldier named Ojeda, who now lives in 
Sf. Ildcfonfu. Sandoval who was a good humoured man began to joke 
with Briones at his return, upon the bad fuccefs of his expedition, alk- 
ing him if ever he had fecn the like in Italy; for Briones was always 
giving accounts how he had fevered men in two, and cut their heads 
off, &c. He was not plealed with Sandoval’s jocularity, and fworc he 
Jiad rather fight the Turks and Moors, than the Zapotecans. This 
expedition was of little ulc, but on the contrary injurious. There was 
another diftridl of the Zapotecans which was called Xaltepcque, the 
people of which were at war with their neighbours, and immediately 
on being fummoned waited on Sandoval with handfome prefents, and a 
conhdcrablc quantity of gold partly formed into toys, and the reft in ten 
little tubes ; their chiefs wore very long robes of cotton reaching to the 
feet, richly embroidered, and refcmbling the upper robes of the Moors. 
They applied to him for fomc of his foldiers to aflift them againft their 
enemies named the Minxes. This the ftate of his force did not permit 
him to comply with, but he promifed to tranfmit an application to Mex- 
ico for a reinforcement for them, and i ’ the interval would fend fomeof 
his men to fix* the country and the nature of the p;'flcs ; but his real ob- 
je€t was to examine their mines. Thus he difmift ’ diem all except 
three, fending eight of us upon the bulincfs I have mentioned. 

There were two of the fame name in this party, for we had three 
Caftillos in our army. I wlv at that time pridal mylelf upon my drefs, 
was named Caftillo “ the gallant. ” M > namefakc who went on his ex- 
pedition was a man of very flow fpeech, not replying to a queftion for 
a length of time, and then he came out with fome abfurdity ; he was 
named Caftillo **thc thoughtfull.” The other who was very fmart and 
ready in all he faid was called Caftillo “the prompt.” But to have done 
with our witticifms and proceed with my narrative. On our arrival, 
the Indians turned over the earth in three different rivers, and in each 
they found gold, filling four tubes of the fize of the middle finger with 
it, and with thefe we returned. Sandoval thought that all our fortunes 

were 
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were now made; he took a diOiridt to himfdt' from which he immedi- 
ately procured fifteen thoufund crowns. To Captain Luis Marin he 
gave Xaltepeque from whence we had obtained the gold. This turned 
out however very indifferently. He gave me a very profitable diflrid: 
there ; would to God 1 had kept it I it confilled of three places na- 
med Maiallan, Ozotequipa, and Oriaca, where is now the ingenio of 
the viceroy : but I thought it more confiftent with my charadler to go 
with Sandoval upon his expeditions. Sandoval called his town Medel- 
lin, after the birth place of ('ortes. The river De las Vandcras from 
which the fifteen thoufand crow’ns were procured is the port, and it \vas 
here .that the merchandife from Caftille was tlifeharged until Vera Cruz 
became the emporium. 

Wc now proceeded on our route for Guacacualco. ’^Tlie province 
of Citla through which we pafi'cv.1 has the moft pleafant climate, and the 
greateft plenty of provifions, of any wx* had feen in this continent; its 
extent is about twelve leagues, in length and breadth, and it is very po- 
pulous. The cliicfs immediately fubmitted. On our arrival at the ri-. 
ver of Guacacualco, thofe of that diftridt, which is the head one of alL 
the neighbouring people, on being fummoned did not appear,, which 
we confidered as a declaration of hoftility, and fuch in fatl was their 
firfi: determination ; but after five days had pafled, they waited on San- 
doval with a prefent of fomc trinkets of fine gold. By his diredlions- 
they colledted one hundred canoes, in which our troops crofled the river, 
after we had firft fent four foldicrs to obferve and report the ftatc of the 
people. The town which wc founded here wc called Del Efpiritu Santo., 
which fublime name was given to it bccaufe it was on that day we de- 
feated Narvaez ; it was alfo our word in the battle, and it was on the 
fame day that wc crofled this river. Here the flower of our army was 
eftabliflicd, and it is certain that when we went out to the fquare upon- 
a feflival or review, wc muflered eighty cavalry a greater, number in 
proportion than five hundred now, horfes were then fo fcarcc and dear. 
Sandoval having examined and confidered the fituation of the neigh- 
bouring diflri^ts, made repartitions of them as moft com'cnicnt to the 

difll-rcnt 
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diftcrent fcttlcmcnts. The diilri(5ls he allotted to fjis of Guacacualco 
were Gua^paltepcquc, Tcpcca, Chinanta, the Zapotecas, Copilco, 
Cimatan, Taljafco, Cachula, the Zoques, Ttchcapa, Cinacatan, 
the Quilencs and Papanahauila. We had much trouble .afterwards on 
account of litigation with Vera Cniz concerning three of them, Guaz- 
paltcpcque, Chinanta, andTcpeca; with the town of Tabafeo concern- 
ing two others, Cimatan, and Copilco, alfo with Chiapa concerning 
two, the Quilencs and Zoques, and with St. I Idcfonfo about the Zapo- 
tecas. I w'as very forty I fixed myfelf here; the lands were very poor, 
and it turned out altogether to my difadvantage. Still we Hiould have 
done very well had we been left as we were at firft; but wdten the new 
fcttlcmcnts w'ere formed our pofleffions were clipped, to accommodate 
them ; whereby our colony fell to decay, from being the befl, and con- 
taining the grdlteft number of the generous conquerors of Mexico; but 
it is at prefent a place of very few inhabitants. 

Sandoval now received intelligence of the arrival of Donna Catalina 
lady of our general Hernando Cortes, and her brother, at the river of 
Aguayalco. La Zambrana alfo and her family arrived with them, and 
Elvira Lopez .** the tall,” ti'iarr.ied to Juan dc Palma who was afterwards 
hanged. We all fet out to pay our refpedts to thefe ladies, and I rccol- 
Icdl the roads were almofl: impalTablc from the conftant and heavy rains. 
Donna Catalina and the reft were cfcortcd by us to our town of Guaca- 
cualco, and wc lent word to Cortes of their arrival. After a fhort flay 
w'ith us they fet out for Mexico. Cortes was very forry for their com- 
ing, but he put the beft face upon it, and received them with great 
pomp and rejoicings. In about three months after the arrival of Don- 
na Catalina, we heard of her having died of an afthma. 

Villafucrte who had been fent to Zacatula,'and Alvarez Chico who 
liad alfo gone to Colima, were unfuccefsful in their endeavours to bring 
thofe provinces into fubmilTion. Cortes then lent a party thither com- 
manded by Chriftoval dc Oli; the natives attacked >him on his march, 
killing two of his foldiers ; but he reached the Hation of Villafucrte who 
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was afraid to ftir out of it, and the enemy had even killed four of his 
men in the town. De Oli however before he departctl reduced both 
thefc diflri<5ls to fubmiflion. 1 do not know what lx:came of Captain 
Juan Alvarez, but I believe he was killed in fomc of the adlions with 
the natives at thi^ time. De Oli returned to Mexico, but had hardly 
got there when intelligence arrived of three provinces being again in re- 
bellion. Sandoval had at this time arrived at Mexico with the ladies. 
Cortes fent him with a fmall party of our veterans to take thefc diih lifts 
into his hands, which he did, and punifhed, and regulated them in 
fuch a manner, that wx* heard no more of their being refradtory. 

Several of the diftridls fubjedl: to Guacacualco rebelled on the de- 
parture of Sandoval, killing the Spaniards employed in the manage- 
ment of the tribute; amongft others were the Xaltepcquc Zapotecas, 
Cimatan, and Copilco; the firll of which is difficult of accefs on ac- 
count of its mountains, the two others on account of lakes and marffies, 
and they were not brought to fubjedtion but with the greateft diffi- 
culty. 

• 

At this time, and ■while Captain Luis Marin was employed in 
fubjugating thi^fc diftridls, arrived at our fettlcmcnt in a fmall veflel 
which came up to the town, Juan Buono the Bifeayan. He immedi- 
ately fummoned us all to a meeting, where, after fome compliments on 
both (ides, he opened his bufinefs to us, which was, to induce us to 
accept as governor Chriftoval de Tapia, of whofc return to St. Domin- 
go Buono was ignorant. Large offers were made by the Bifhop of Bur- 
gos in unaddreded letters, which Buono load a difcrctionary power of 
diredling to fuch as would fupport his views. Thefe he accordingly 
fent to fuch as he found to hold offices; I was offi;red a regidor*s place. 
When Buono heard that Tapia w'as no longer in the countiy he was very 
much difappointed. We referred him to Cortes at Mexico, whither he 
went ; I do not know what paded between them, but I believe Cortes 
fent him back to Caftille with fomc money in his pocket. 
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Amongft others who courted the alliance of the Spaniards after tiic 
oonqueil of Mexico, were the people called the Tutepeque Zapotc- 
cans. They applied very earneftly for our ailiftance againft a nation 
which was in hoftility 'to them, named likewife the Tut^>eques, w'hom 
they reprefented as poflcfling a very rich country. Accordingly in the 
year one thoufand five hundred and twenty tWo, Alvarado, by the or- 
der of Cortes, marched from Mexico with one hun3r^ and eighty fol- 
diers, infantry and cavalry, with an order to take twenty more in his 
march to the province of Guaxaca, and alfo to vifit certain rocky dif- 
tri€ts laid to be in rebellion. He was forty days upon his route from 
Mexico to Tutepeque; on his arrival he was hofpitably received, and 
lodged In the moft populous part of the city, where the houfes join- 
ed, and were roofed with ftraw, it not being the cuftom of that 
country to have terraces on their houfe-tops, as the climate is very* ful- 
try. By the advice of Olmedo it was determined that our troops Ihould 
remove to a more open part of the town, left, in cafe of any treachery 
on the part of the people, their quarters Ihould be fet fire to. When 
th^ were fixed the chief of the town brought them provifipns, and 
every day fome rich prefent of gold. Alvarado defired a pair of ftirrups 
of this metal, which was done according to the pattern. In a few days 
after, the chief was made prilbncr, on an information from the Indi- 
ans of Tcgiiantcpcque, who were in hoftility to thele, of his intention 
to burn the Spaniards in the quarters which they had firft afligned to 
them in the temples. Some of the Spaniards fay, it was to 
extort gold from him; however it was, he died in prifon, after Alva- 
rado had got from him to the value of thirty thoufand crowns. Appa- 
rently his death was owing to Vexation, though Fra Bartholomc did 
what he coyld to confolc and encourage him. His fon was permitted 
to fuccced him in the chieftainry. Alvarado obtained from him more 
than he had got from the father, and then proceeded to eftablilh a co- 
lony which he named Segura, as the colonifts were moftly from Tepe- 
aca, named by us Segura dc la Frontcra. 

Alvarado then fet out on his return, with all his wealth % for Cortes 

had 
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had written to him to colle<St what he could, to fend to Caftille. 
The foldicrs being thus excluded from any (hare, fomc of them formed 
a confpiracy to afladinate Alvarado and his brothers. They were prin- 
cipally mufquetcers and crofsbow-men. A fuldier of the name of Tri- 
bejo gave information to Fra Bartholome, a few hours before it was to 
be attempted. The reverend father having called Alvarado ahde, and 
informed him of what he had heard, at the hour of vefpers, when the 
latter was riding out in company with fcveral of the confpirators, and 
palling by fome houfes, he faid to them, .“gentlemen I am fuddcnly 
“ taken ill with a pain in my (idc, let us return, and call a barber to bleed 
me.’* On his arrival he immediately fent for his brothers George and 
Gonzalo, together with the alcaldes and alguazils. He then ordered 
them to arreft the aflaflins, two of whom were hanged ; one was na- 
med Salamanca; he had been a pilot. The other was called Barnardino 
Levantilco. They both died like good chriftians, the reverend father 
taking great pains to bring them to a due (en(e of their fituation, 

Alvarado now returned to Mexico, leaving a colony in this place j 
but when the colonifts found that the gold had been drawn away, that • 
the climate was hot and unhealthy, and infefted with mufquitos, bugs, 
and other vermin, and that they and their (laves were dying fall, they 
determined to abandon it, fomc going to Mexico, and fome to other 
places. Cortes on hearing of the (cttlcmcnt being thus renounced, cau- 
fed an enquiry to be fet on foot, and found that it had been determined 
by the alcaldes and regidors in council, for which he condemned them 
to fuffer death, which was afterwards mitigated at the intcrcedion of 
Olmedo to banilhment. Thus fell to the ground the colony of Segura 
or Tutepeque, a very fertile country, but unhealthy. The cruelty and 
extortion of Alvarado alienated the minds of the people, and they threw 
of their allegiance ; but that officer returning thither brought them again 
to fubmiffion, and they afterwards continued peaceable. 
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CHAPTER III. 


Armament of Francifco de Garajy. 


X HAVE already made mention of F.. de Garay, who was governor 
of the Ifland of Jamaica. When he heard of the riches that had been 
acquired here by Diego Vclalquez, and of the fertile countries which 
had been difeovered, Simulated by hi§‘ avarice, and encouraged by the 
rcHetStion on his wealth and means, Garray was induced to try his 
fortune. 

Having therefore lent for, and difeourfed with Alaminos our prin- 
cipal pilot upon the fubjedt, his account was fo favorable that he de- 
termined on lending a confidential perfon one Juan de Torralva, to ob- 
tain from the Bifiic^ of Burgos the government of the country about 
the river Panuco. His application having been fuccefsful he lent an 
armament of three lliips, with two hundred and forty foldicrs, under 
the command of Alonzo Alvarez Pinedo or Pineda, which was defeated 
by the Indians of Panuco, one Ihip only cfcaping, and joining us at 
Villa Rica. 

fl 

Garay receiving no. intelligence of his firll armament, lent a fccoiid, 
which alfo arrived at our port; and having now expended much trea- 
fure, and learning the good fortune of Cortes, he was more than ever 
IHmulatcd to make exertions. He therefore fitted out a fieet of thirteen 
Ihips, and embarked one hundred and thirty fix cavalry, and eight hun- 
dred and forty foot foldiers, moftly mufquetecrs and crbfsbow-mcn. 
The fieet under his command lailcd from Jamaica in the year one thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty three, on the day of St. John, and arri- 
ved 
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ved without any particular occurrence at a port called Xagua in the li- 
land of Cuba. On his arrival here, he learned the news of Cortes having 
brought the province of Panuco under fuhjcc^ion, and that he had lent 
a petition to his Majefty to be appointed to the government of if. He 
was alfo told of the heroic adlions of Cortes and liis companions in 
arms, and of our having defeated Narvaez with only two hundred and 
leventy foldicrs. He was therefore Uruck with awe at the power of our 
chief, and the more fo when he was vifited by the Licentiate Zuazo. 
One day difeourfing with this gentleman on the fortunes of Cortes, he 
exprellcd his apprchenlions of a diftcrcncc l>etwccn them relative to the 
government of Panuco, and requefted that 7>iiazo would mediate with 
Cortes in his favor, to which the other afTented. 

Shortly after this, Garay with his armament fet out, and being 
fortx'd by a ftorm into the river Palmas, he there difembarked and march- 
ed for Panuco. Knowing alfo that Cortes had made an cftablilhmcnt 
there, he thought it necelTary to take an oath of fidelity from thofe un- 
der his command, and he nominated the officers requifite for the efta- 
blilhmcnt of his colony,, which he meant to name the city of Garay- 


Having advanced for two days march along the fea fhorc through 
an uninhabited and marfhy country, he with his troops arrived at fome 
villages, whofe inhabitants received and entertained, them hofpitably, 
but, many of the foldiers flaying behind, robbed and injured the peo- 
ple. Garay continued his march and at length arrived at Panuc'o, which 
the troops had painted to themfelves as the end of their labours, but 
were ladly undeceived by finding it almoft: a defert, for the war of Cor- 
tes had wafted it, or what remained was concealed on the approach of 
the Spaniards, who found nothing but bare walls, where they were to 
fuftain the attack of flics, and vermin of every defeription. One mif- 
fortune following another, he could get no intelligence from his fleet, 
but learned by a Spaniard who having committed fome crime was a 
fugitive among the Indians, that it had not arrived at the port. The 

fame 
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lame pcrfon gave a very unfavorable account of the country of Panuco; 
enhancing that of Mexico, and this making a ftrong imprelTton on the 
minds of Garay’s foldicrs, they began to dilband, and went towards 
Mexico, robbing the natives in their way. . 

All thefe things combined reduced Garay to a bad Htuation, and he 
fent one of his officers named Diego de Ocampo, to found the difpofi- 
tion of the governor under Cortes in the colony of SantilVevan, to whom 
he notified the appointment he had obtained from his Majefty. This 
officer anfwcrcd Garay’s meflage politely, and returned a favorable an- 
fw'cr as to their reception, requefting that the foldicrs might not out- 
rage the inhabitants ; Pedro de Vallejo, for that was his name, at the 
fame time lent an exprefs to Cortes with Garay’s letter, and follicited a 
ftrong reinforcement, or the prcfence of Cortes himfclf. 

On the receipt of the intelligence from Vallejo, Cortes difpatched 
Fra Baitholome, Alvarado, Sandoval, and Gonzalo de Ocampo, bro- 
ther to the pcrfon of that name who was with Garay, and entrufted to 
them the inftrudlions he had received, whereby his Majefty’s pleafure 
was fignified, that all his conquefts fhould be left under his command, 
until the matters in difputc between him and Velafquez fhould bp 
brought judicially to an iftue. 

I will now return to my relation of the fteps taken by Garay, who 
advanced with his force into the neighbourhood of St. Eftevan del Pu- 
erto. On receiving intelligence thereof, V’allejo concerted a plan with 
the inhabitants of the neighbourliood, and being guided by five defer- 
ters who told him that Gan^'^’s troops were fcattered negligently in a 
large town called Nacoplan, he came upon them by furprife, and made 
forty of them prifoners, affigning as a reafon, their coming without pro- 
ducing any commiffion, and the outrages which th^ committed on the 
inhabitants. This being reported to Garay, he demanded the prifoners, 
ffireatening Vallejo with the vengeance of government. Vallejo replied, 
that when he faw his Majefty’s orders he would obey them with all 

humility. 
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humility, and requeuing that they ihould be lent to him. At tins mo- 
ment the perfons deputed by Cortes arrived, and Diego de Ocampo be- 
ing at that time firll alcalde under Cortes in Mexico, began to remon- 
ftratc agdinft the entrance of Garay *s force into that country, and fcvcral 
days were paHed in rcmonllrances and replies. During tliis time num- 
bers of Garay *s Ibldiers deferted from him ; thus he faw every day his 
force diminifliing, and that of Cortes encrcafing. From his fleet he had 
intelligence, that two of his fliips had been loft in a tempeft, and that 
the remainder, which were at the mouth of the river, had received and 
rejedlcd a friendly invitation from Vallejo to remove higher up to a place 
of fecurity, threatening at the fame time, that in cafe of refufal he would 
confider them as pirates, 

Vallejo continued fccretly to ncgociate with the oflicers of the fleet, 
and having fucceeded with two of them, they went to the ftiip of the 
commodore Juan dc Grijalva, and informed him that he ftiould either 
bring his vcftel into the river, or quit the place entirely. To this Gri- 
jalva only anfwered by difeharging his artillery# but on the receipt of 
certain letters from Alvarado and Fra Bartholome, accompanied with 
promiics conveyed by a royal notary he was at laft induced to accede to 
the firft propolition. No fooner had he broUght his (hip into port than 
Vallejo declared all on board pyifoners to his general Cortes ; he was 
perfuaded however by Fra Bartholome to give them their liberty, from 
motives of humanity, which as he faid was the methcxl of a(fting moft 
agreeable to God and to Caefar. 

The unfortunate Garay entreated the officers of Cortes to reftore his 
fliips, and to compel his troops to return to him, promifing to give 
up his intended eftabliflimcnt, and make the beft of his way to the river 
Palmas. This propofal was acceded to, and every meafurc taken to 
deliver up to him his deferters, though with little efteft; for the foldiers 
defpifed Garay, and as to the oath of fervice, they faid that they had 
.complied with it in coming to Panuco. Garay was then in the iitmoft 

defpair, and finally agreed to adopt the mcaftirc advifed by the officers of 
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Cortes, in writing to that general, Aating his fituation, and praying 
his protection in contidcration of their former intimacy. This requeft 
was acceded to by Cortes, w ho lent an invitation to him to come to 
Mexico. Garay let out upon his journey, and when he approached the 
city of Mexico, he was met by Cortes at the head of a number of Spa- 
ll^ gentlemen on horfebadk, who conducted him to his newly built 
palace, and having heard the detail of his diltrellcs, he promiled him 
redrefs, and referred the alBur to Fra Bartholome, Alvarado, and San- 
doval. Fra Bartholome, to bind Cortes and Garay in ftronger tics of 
fricndfhip propofed an alliance between the daughter of Cortes, named 
Donna Catalina Cortes or Pizarro, and the eldelt fon of Garay, who 
then held a command in his fleet. Cortes acc^ting the propofal g^ve 
his daughter a liberal fortune, adding an allent to Garay’s colonizing 
on the river of Palmas, and a promile to fupport the undertaking. 

Garay W’as now induced to intercede with the general, and obtained 
permilTion for Narv'acz to vilit the Ifland of Cuba ; for which favor Nar- 
vaez was very thankfuli and took his leave of Cortes with many pro- 
fcHions of gratitude and fcrvice. As to Garay and his expedition, both 
one and theothcr approached their end, for he, attending Cortes to 
early mattins, and having walked about the church, and eaten his 
breakfall, was fuddenly feized with a pleurily, which after a courle of 
bleeding and purging was declared mortal. This was anounced to hun 
by Fra Bartholome, who accompanied the fatal news with cameft ex- 
hortations to him, to advert to the Bate of his Ibul, and not lole that 
in the next world, as he had already thrown away his fortune in this, 
Garay was impreUkl by the arguments of the good father, and having 
confeBed, and had the rites of the church adminiBered, he made his 
will, leaving Cortes and Fira Bartholome his executors, and in four days 
from the time he was firft leized he gave up the ghoft. This we ob- 
(erve peculiarly to belong to the climate of thefe countries ; that in four 
days pleuriBcs are fatal, of which we had many inllanccs amongB our 
fevers, both in Tezcucq arid in Cuyoacan. However Garay being 
now dead, God pardon him his fins ! amen. He received ^ honour- 
able 
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able funeral, and Cortes anil the other odicers put thcnjfelves iiito 
mourning. Thus died Garay in a diftant country, a ilrange houlc, and 
far from his wife and children. As to his aiinament, being now left 
without any head a competition arofc fof the command, hetu cxn Juan 
dc Grigalva, Gonzalo dc Figueroa, Alonzo dc Mendoza, Ixrrenzo dc 
Alloa, Juan dc Medina, Juan de Villa, Anthonio dc la Cerda, and a 
certain Tolrarda the moft feditious fellow in the whole army. The 
young Garay however was ultimately made general, contrary to the in- 
clination of every foldicT ; the confequence of which w'as, that they fepa- 
rated in fmall bodies of fifteen or twenty, and went through the coun- 
try pillaging as if they had been amongft Moors. This enraging the 
Indians they laid a plot to cut all the Spaniards off, which they fo ef- 
fe<5tually executed, that in a few days they had facrificed and eaten more 
than five hundred of Garay's foldicrs. In fbme towns upwards of a 
hundre-d Spaniards w'cre ftcrificed together. In other places they fell on 
and maflacred thefe wanderers without refiftance, and encouraged there- 
by, they rofe againft the fettlcmcnt of St. Eftevan in fuch numbers, 
that it was with great difficulty they could be kept out of it, nor would 
they have b^n, but for feven or eight of the veterans of Cortes, who 
fupported Vallejo, a brave man, and experienced officer. Thefe gallant 
veterans induced many of Garay's Spaniards to abide by them in the 
open field, being, obliged to fight three battles, in one of which Vallejo 
was killed, and many were wounded. So defperate did the Indians 
grow, that one night they killed and burned forty Spaniards and fifteen 
horfes, and among the foldicrs who were killed were fevend of thofc 
of Cortes. 

When the general heard of thefe outrages he was exceedingly dif- 
plcafcd, and determined to go in perfon to fupprefs them; but being at 
that moment prevented, having broken his arm by accident, he dif- 
patcl)|^ Gonzalo dc Sandoval, with one hundred infantry, fifty cavaliy, 
two pieces of artillery, and fifteen arcabufiers, to whom he joined eight 
thoufand Mexicans and Tlafcalans, with orders not to quit thofc dif- 
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trials until he had fo completely fubjugated them, as that it (liould not 
be in their power again to make difturbancc. Sandoval was a man who 
did not deep at night when on any bulincfs of importance j of courfe 
he made no delay upon his route, towards the enemy, who expelled 
him in two narrow defiles, where they had concentrated the whole force 
of the rcfra<5tory provinces. Sandoval on learning this divided his force 
into two bodies, and attacked each of thefc pofts. The Indians refifted 
with their darts and arrows, whereby many of our foldicrs were wound- 
ed, infomuch that he was obliged to halt the body which he command- 
ed in that bad pofition, and fend orders to his other detachment to do 
the fame for that niglit. The Indians retaining their firft pofition, San- 
doval recalled his detachment, and began his retreat towards Mexico. 
When the enemy perceived this, they thought theinfelvcs conquerors, 
and began to follow and furround the Spaniards from all parts, fhout- 
ing at, and reviling them. This Sandoval feemed not to regard, but 
continued his retreat, by which having completely deceived them, he 
made a fudden countermarch at midnight, m gain the palles. This he 
cftedlcd, but not without the lofs of three of his horfes, and confidera- 
ble danger to his whole army, many of whom were wounded. No 
fooner were his two columns clear of the defiles, than he perceived in 
front vaft; bodies of Indians, who had arrived there that very night, on 
hearing that he had countermarched. He therefore again brought his 
whole force into one body, and perceiving the defperation with which the 
Indians fought, and that they had adkually wrefted the lances out of the 
hands of fix of his foldicrs, while his cavalry was compofed of men 
uniifcd to fuch Icrvice, he gave them full inAruAions how to a<5l, tel- 
ling them not to halt to give thrufis, becaufe the firfl thing 
that the Indian does when wounded is, to leize the lance. He farther 
dircdlcd, that if fuch a thing happened, the foldier (hould put fpurs 
to his horfc, and with the lance firmly grafped in his hand, and under 
his arm, wrefi: it from the enemy by the force of the horfe. Having 
then placed watches, guards, and patrolcs, he gave orders that the ca- 
valiy (hould remain faddlcd all night, and the troops went to their re- 
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poft* on the bank of a river. The Mexicans and Tlalcalans were polled 
at a little dillancc, for Sandoval knew by cxpeiience, that if the enemy 
attacked him in the night, he would l)e little benefited by them. 

As foon as daylight appeared, Sandoval put his army into march, 
but had hardly advanced half a mile when he heard the (bund of the 
drums of the Indians, and he was fhortly after fronted by three large 
bodies of their warriors, who attempted to furround him. As foon as 
Sandoval perceived this, he made an attack upon them with his cavalry 
in two fquadrons with fuch fpirit that he entirely broke and difperlcd 
them. This was not however effected without the lofs of two foldiejs 
and three horfes. Our allies then made confidcrablc dcflrudlion, burn- 
ing all before them, until the army arrived at St. Edevan del Puerto. 
The remains of this colony Sandoval found in a wretched date, and he 
was received as one wdio faved them from dcdrudlion, and the foldiers 
of Garay who were there afTured him, that the prefervation of what re- 
mained was folely owing to our veterans. Sandoval then divided his 
cavalry, mufquetecrs, and crofsbow-mcn, into different bodies, and 
placed them under the command of the veterans, with orders to carry 
on the war with vigour againd the neighbouring Indians, and to fend 
in what provifions they could collc<5l, for he was unable to go out, in 
confequence of a bad wound. During thrc'c days his parties fent in a 
number of prifoners of the lower clafs, together with five chiefs, the 
former of whom Sandoval releafed. He then gave out an order to his 
troops not to fend in any but fuch as had been prefent at, or concerned, 
w'herc the lives of Spaniards had been lofl. * 

Sandoval now prepared for an expedition againff the enemy, and 
on the day after, marched out with thofe troops which he had brought 
from Mexico, and by fkilful mcafurcs fuccecdcd in taking twenty ca- 
ciques, who had commanded where no Icfs than fix hundred Spaniards 
had been put to death. Purfuing mild and fevcrc mcafurcs at the fame 
time, according to the circumftances, he fumraoned the neighbouring 

y y c towns 



( 348 ) 

towns to a treaty of peace. Some acceded to his propofals, but others 
ncglcdtcd to attend. With the latter he diflimulated, thinking it bell 
not to notice their contumacy, and wrote to Cortes giving a full account 
of what he had done, and defiring to know how the prifoners fliould 
be difpofed of. Cortes on receiving theie fatisfa(5tory accounts appoint- 
ed Sandoval to fucceed Vallejo, as commandant at St. Eftevan, and in- 
formed him, that for the fake of juftice, and to prevent future mifehief, 
it WMs neceflary to punifh with death thofe who had been any way con- 
cerned in, or who had abetted the murders of Spaniards, and he gave 
dire<flions to the alcalde Diego dc Ocampo, to take the neceflary fteps 
againft them, with orders to execute fuch as (hould be legally condemn- 
ed, lie gave orders that every ncccflfary mcafure alfo Ihould be taken 
to conciliate the natives of that province, and that proper fteps fhould be 
adopted to prevent any future outrages on the part of Garay *s troops. 
Thefe letters, the contents of which were highly fatisfadtory to Sando- 
val having reached him, he proceeded conjointly with Ocampo to put 
the orders of Cortes into execution. In two days after their receipt they 
procaxlcd to the trial of thofe caciques who were accufed, and many be- 
ing found guilty by evidence, or their own confellion, were put to death. 
Some w’cre burnt and others hanged ; many alfo were pardoned, and 
the dillrii^ts were given to the children and heirs of fuch as fuftered. 
Thefe a<5ts of juftice being done, Ocampo in compliance with the far- 
ther inftru(ftions he had received from Cortes, proceeded againft all thole 
Spaniards who had committed outrages, robberies, or murders ; or who, 
going through the country in bands, had invited other foldiers to defert 
to them ; and having feized and colledted together thefe public diftur- 
bers, he caufed them to embark for the Illand of Cuba. To Juan de 
Grijdva Cortes olRretl the alternative of accepting a prefent of two 
thouland crowns, and a pallage to Cuba, or if he preferred flaying in 
the country, an honorable reception at Mexico ; Grijalva and all the 
others were anxious however to return and accordingly they fet fail for 
that illand* 
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Sandoval and Ocampo having thus cleared the colony ofthefetrou- 
blefomc inmates, returned to Mexico, leaving an officer of the name of 
Vallecillo governor of the fettlemcnt. On their arrival they were received 
by Cortes and every one there as their (er vices merited, for a general 
apprehenfion prevailed of fome misfortune occurring on that expedition. 
Such was the fuccefs of the mcafures purfued as 1 have above related, 
that there never was another infurrc<Stion in that province. 

The reader has been told how the Licentiate Zuazo met with Garay 
in the Illand of Cuba, and that the latter made preffing invitations to 
him to take a part in his expedition. Zuazo agreed to this propoliil, 
and promifed to follow, as foon as he could give up his oflicc. Hav- 
ing cffed;ed this he embarked, taking with him two brothers of the or- 
der of mercy. Fra Gonzalo de Pontevcilra, and Fra Juan dc Varillas. 
Thefc three perfons purfuing their voyage, fell among fome fmall iflands 
named Las Viboras, very fatal to vefleJs. Here, they were obliged to 
throw overboard their provifions, and the pieces of pork attradled a 
number of (harks, one of which feized a failor, and tore him to pieces, 
fo that the whole water round them was difcoloured with his blood. 
They were then obliged to run the veflel on fhorc, and in this iltuation 
they were left. Two Indians of Cuba who were with them had the art 
of obtaining fire by rubbing two dry flicks together; in the fand they 
found fome brackifh water, and a quantity of turtles came afliore to lay 
their eggs. Thus they obtained provifions fufficient to fuftain thirteen 
perfons. The failors alfo contrived to kill the fca wolves which in the 
night were frequently found on the fhorc. Amongft the crew were 
two fhip carpenters, who had preferved their working tools. Out of 
the wreck of the veflel they conflrudled a fmall failing boat in which 
three mariners and one Indian embarked for New Spain, and made the 
port of Calchocuca in the river V'andcras. From thence they w^ent t<j 
Medellin, and informing the governor of the fituation in which they 
had left the Licentiate, he fent a veflel in fearch of them. The veflel 
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arrived at the ifland but Fra Gonzalo died a few days before. The reft, 
thortly arrived at Medellin; from whence they went to Mexico, 
where they had all reafon to be fatisfied with the reception they met 
with from Cortes, who made Zuazo his alcalde major. 
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CHAPTER IV, 


Expeditions under various ojicers. 


A S the views of Cortes were always lofty and tending towards do- 
mination, and as he was well fupported by the talents and bravery of 
his captains and foldicrs, after having eftablifhed his power in the great 
city of Mexico, and in Guaxaca, Zacatula, Colima, Vera Cruz, Pa- 
nuco, and Guacacualco, he Icarnctl that in the province of Guatiniala, 
there were populous nations, and rich mines. He therefore determined 
to fend a force under Pedro dc Alvaratlo, to conquer and colonize that 
country, and having fird fent an embafly thither, ineficidually, Alva- 
rado at the head of three hundred infantry, and one hundred and thirty 
five cavalry, two hundred Tlafcalans and Chohilans, and one humired 
Mexican allies, with four pieces of cannon, was ordered to march to 
that province. 

Cortes gave inftrudlions to Alvarado, that he fhould if pofliblc 
bring thofe nations over to him by peaceable methods, and that h'ra 
Bartholome fhould “preach to them upon the articles of our holy religion ; 
that all prifons and cages fhould 'be broken in pieces, and the prifoneis 
fet at lil^erty. 

The expedition fet out from Mexico, on the thirteenth day of De- 
cember, one thoufand five hundred and twenty three. On his march 
Alvarado received the fubmiffion of the diftri<5l iwmed the rocks of CJu- 
elamo, and there obtained many rich prefents of Gold. When the ar- 
my, pafling the provinces of the Zapotccas of Teguantepeque, and by 
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SDConufco, which laft place contained upwards of fifteen thoufand houfes, 
came into the neighbourhood of a place called Zapotitlan, at a river 
over which there was a bridge, they perceived a number of bodies of 
warriors drawn up to difpute the paflage w'ith them. An adbion enfued 
in which many foldiers were wounded, and a horfe killed. So nume- 
rous were the Indians, that the Spaniards could not break or dilperfc 
them without thrc*e very hard fought battles. 

From this place Alvarado continued his march, under conftant 
alarms from the neighbouring Indians of Quetzal tenango, and after fomc 
time he arrived at a defile which afeends a mountain, for the length of 
about a league and a half. When he arrived at the fummit, he found 
there an Indian woman, very fat, and having with her a dog of that 
fpecies which they breed in order to eat, and which do not bark. This 
Indian was a witch; fhe was in the adl of facrificing the dog, which 
is a fignal of hofiility. Shortly after, our army perceived multitudes of 
armed Indians advancing upon them on all fidcs, in a difficult broken 
tra^l of ground, where the cavalry could not charge. The infantry 
advanced, but our troops foon perceived that thefe Indians a6lcd upon a 
regular plan ; for they retreated into the mofi: rough and difficult ground, 
where above fix thoufand of the warriors of Utatlan, which is adjacent 
to Quetzaltcnango, fell upon our people. They were howevc rfor the 
prefent put to flight, but foon rallied, being reinforced by frefh troops 
in great numbers, who waited our advance, and fought our troops foot 
to foot parties of three or four of them feizing a horfe before and behind, 
and endeavouring to pull him to the ground.' During this time the ex- 
ertions of Alvarado, and the exhortations of Fra Bartholome, who rc- 
prefented to our foldiers the lervicc which th^ owed to God, and that 
they mufl conquer or die, for the extenfion of our holy faith, never 
ceafed ; thus animated, our troops completely fuccceded in difperfing the 
Indians. They then halted in the field and were unmolefted by the 
enemy for three days; after which they advanced to the town of Quet- 
zalcenango. 
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Meaning to give fonic repofe to liis troop.s, AU'-arailo was dif'up- 
pointed to find that the Indians were now alleinhlcd in greater force, 
and determined to attack him in his pod. C>n their appro.ich, to the 
number of about fixtecn thoufand, for their army was comp<.>red of two 
Xiquipils, Ah'arado drew out his troops in a plain, and atlvancing up- 
on the enemy, completely defeated them, with fuch lofs, that for a 
long time after, they remained completely under awe of the Spa- 
niards. 

The chiefs now' propofed to treat for a peace, and fent ambafTadors 
to Alvarado who received them kindly, but they had at the fame time 
arranged a plan for the deftriidtion of the Spanidi force, and it w'as this. 
Not fir didant was a place ealk\i Utatlan, in a difficult countiy^, and 
furrounded with defiles, whither they perfuaded him to march, 
and it was determined, that when the Spaniards were arrivetl, 
they fliould be fallen on by furprife witji the forces of both the did:ridts. 
Alvarado marched for Utatlan, but on his arrival remarked the bad fitu- 
ation of the place. This town was of confiderable drength, having 
only two gates, to one of which was an afeent of about five and twehty 
fteps, and the other openal to a very bad and broken caufew'ay. The 
drects were very narrow, and the houfes joined ; and in cafe of being 
attacked, the ground about the town was unfit for cavalry. The Spa- 
niards obferved alfo that the women and common people had difappeared; 
and fome Indians of the place which they had left told them, that warri- 
ors w^ere poded in ambufeade round the town, which it was intended 
that night to fet fire to, and that was to btf a fignal for a general 
attack. 

Alvarado therefore ordered his troops under arms, and marclied 
out into the open country, telling the caciques that it v/as to give his 
horfes grafs. They did not feem plcafcd with this change, and as foon 
as Alvarado had his troops clear of the town he feized the cacique who 
governed it, and reproaefiing him for his treafon, ordered that he fhould 
be burnt alive, but Olmedo obtained a refpite and permiiTion to ufe his 
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endeavours to convert him to our holy faith; he Accordingly preached 
an entire day, and at lafl fuccccdcd, and as an indulgence, inflead ot* 
being biirnetl he was hanged, and his territory given to his fon. Alva- 
rado now fell upon, and dilpcrfed fuch of the natives as remained about 
the town, and his fuccefs having become known in Guatimala, pre- 
vious to his arrival on the frontiers of that nation which was in hoftility 
with the people of Utatlan, they determined to treat; for that purpofe 
they fent an embafiy charged with a quantity of gold, and to declare 
their fubmiflion as vafT'als to his Majefty; they offered at the fame 
time to ferve in his wars. Alvarado accepted their fubmiflion and their 
ofRT of fer\'ice, defiring them to fend to him two thoufind of their war- 
riors, which requifition was immediately complied with. As the peo- 
ple liad rebelled again, Alvarado continued in tin- country of Utatlan 
about eight days, collecting a confiderable fpoil and many flaves, and 
then fetting forvvard on his march, he foon arrived at the city of CJua- 
timala, where he was ho^pi^ably received. 

During this time the greateft harmony prevailed between Alvarado 
and his troops, and the natives, the chiefs of whom informed him that 
in their neighbourhood was a nation called the Altitans, who poflefled 
fcvcral ftrong fortrefles on the fide of a lake, and who refufed to come 
in and make fubmiflion. They alfb reprefented them as a bad and ma- 
licious people. To thefc Alvarado fent an invitation, but they maltreat- 
ed the perfons who brought it, in confcqucncc of which, he found .it 
neceflfary to go with an armed force, and taking with him one hundred 
and forty Spanifh foldicrs, and two thoufand Guatimalans, he marched 
againfl them, renewing his offer, which was returned by a difeharge of 
arrows from their warriors, who marched out armed in coats of itiail, 
and founding warlike inffruments. Alvarado put them to flight, and 
purfued them, with confiderable lofs, to their fortrefles which were over 
the lake. He then drove them from thence, and making fcvcral pri- 
fl)ners, compelled them to take to the water, a|id crofs over to an ifland. 
The principal perfons whwn he had taken, he fet at liberty, and bid 
them go and ufe their endeavours to perfuade their countrymen to a peace. 
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Between threats anti promifes /^varado at length iaavejc\l, after wliiih 
he returnetl to (luatiniala. Kra Bartholome excited himfelf with cfle^l 
in his holy oflicc, for, cre(.‘Hn^’; an altar ami an imay t of our l.ady, he 
explained the myfterics ol our faith to the n.ui\es, wlio imitated our ex- 
ample in adorino the Holy Virgin. 

A people who came from a diftance towards the l«)uth, to make 
luhmilTion, and who were named the Pipiles, told our thief, that in 
their way was a nation tailed the Iztuintcpeques, of a very malignant 
and ohftinate difpolition, who maltreated all futh as went thn^ugh their 
country. To them he lent an invitation to come in and make fubmii- 
fion, which they negledling, he marched againfl theni w ith. his whole 
force and a Ixrdy of his allies of Guatimala, and coming on them by 
furprile he made great deftriu^ion among tliem. This was an unfortu- 
nate event, productive of mifehief, and direClly contrary to his Ma- 
jcfly’s orders. 1 liave now given the reader a fummary account of the 
conqueft and pacification of Guatimala and its dependencies, but it may- 
be found at full length as written by Gonzalo de Alvarado. I was not 
prefent at it, nor did I go into that province until my return from Ui- 
gueras. The Indians of this province arc not good foldicrs i only wait- 
ing the attack in broken ground. 

Cortes had been informed that the provinces of Higucras and Hon- 
duras contained rich mines, and certain failors alfo told him, they had 
met with the natives fifhing, and that they ufeil nets which had weights 
of gold mixed w'ith copper ; as alfo, that a firaight, or paflage, was 
probably fomewhere about that coaft. In compliance with his Majefly’s 
orders, he therefore determined to fend a body of troops .thither under 
Chriftoval dc Oli to fearch for this paflage to the Spice Iflands, and to 
make enquiry concerning the mines. As the way thither by land was 
very tedious and difficult, it was determined he fhould go by fea, and 
accordingly fix fhips were provided, and three hundred and feventy fol- 
diers embarked, of whom one hundred wx*re mufquetccrs and crofsbow— 
men, and twenty two, cavalry. Five alfo of the old conquerors of 
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Mexico, the companions of Cortes and liis Majefty’s veteran* iervants, 
who had retired to their houfes and repofc, were commanded to take 
lip arms again on this occafion; and it was of no ufe to tell Cortes that 
any one had ferved long enough, or fufhrred hardlhips, for when Cor- 
tes ordered no rcmonlVranccs availed. There was alfo one Briones, a 
fcafaring man, of a feditious difpofition, and a bitter enemy to Cortes, 
and many oi’ the i'oldiers who embarked thought they had been ill iifcd 
in the dilVribution of lands and property. 

The inftru<5lions given to Dq Oli were, to fail to the liavannah, to 
receive provillons and neceflarics, and purfuc his voyage to Higueras, 
where he was to make enquiry whether any harbour, llraight, or paf- 
liige lay to the foiithward; alfo to fearch for mines of gold, and lilver, 
and in fome commodious iituation to build a town, not negledling the 
intcrells of the church, for the extenlion w'hercol, two ggyci r f wd friars, 
one of w hom /poke the Mexican language, were to attend the expedi- 
tion. 


Dc Oli embarked from Villa Rica, and arrived at the Havamiah, 
where he took on board his provifions and horfes and alfo five perfons 
of thofc who had come out with Garay, and who had been expelled 
from the fettlemcnt of Panuco for feditious conduct. Thefe perfons at- 
tached themfelvcs to Dc Oli, and began to infiil their poifonous coun- 
fels in his mind, advifing him to renounce his obedience to Cortes. 
Briones alfo laboured in this, and having concerted matters with Velaf- 
quez the mortal enemy of Cortes, it was fettled amongft them, that De 
Oli fhould put himfclf under Vclafqucz, who would llipport him in 
his expedition, and alfo make fuch reprefentations at court, that the 
new fettlemcnt fhould be taken out of the hands of Cortes, and the go- 
vernment thereof given to Dc Oli. This man was of great perfbnal va- 
lour, a vciy good fbldicr, but unfit to be a commander; he was at 
this , time about thirty fix years of age, and was a native of Baeza-- or 
Linares ; he had a good perfpn and countenance, a cleft in his under 
lip, and his voice was rough, and fierce; he w'as endued, with many 
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good qualities, being finccrc, and for a long time much attached to 
Cortes; until the ambition of governing, and diflike of lK:ing governed, 
perverted his mind, by the inHucticc of bad advii'ers. He had been 
brought up in the houfe of Velafqucz, but was under much greater 
obligations to Cortes. 

Dc Oli let fail from the Havannah, and on the third of May arri- 
ved at his llation, which he on that account named lil Triumpho de la 
Cruz. Here he appointed his civil adminillration, making his alcaldes 
and regidors of thofe w'hom Cortes had recommended to him. He alfo 
took polTeflion of the country for his Majefty in the name of Cortes. 
His motive for doing this w'as, bccaufe he wilhed to conceal from thele 
perfous his lecelTion from his genend, and wilhed to keep them his 
friends until he could afeertain how the bulinefs was likely to turn out.; 
for, if the country was as rich as he had reafon to fuppofe, he intended 
to throw Ci>rtcs off and fet up an indcpenilcnt government ; if on the 
other hand, it Ihould appear not to be valuable, he could return to his 
poflclTions at Mexico, and glofs over to Cortes his ncgociations with 
Velafquez, by pretending it was done in order to put him in gootl hu- 
mour, and induce him to give him the neceflary fupplies.. Thus was 
the new colony of El Triumpho de la Cruz eftablilhed, from whence 
no, intelligence reached Cortes for upwards of eight months. 

In the town.of Guacacualco were a confiderablc number of veterans, 
and Spaniards of quality, who were cntrulled with the government of 
the province of that name, together with thofe of Citla, Tabafeo, Ci- 
matan, Chontalpa, Cachula, Zoque, the Quilcncs, Cinacatan, and 
Chamucla, Chiapa of the Indians, Papanaufta, Pinula, Xaltcpeque, 
Guazpaltcpequc, Chinanta, and Tepeque. Jn the whole of New Spain, 
the demand of tribute was the fignal for an infurrcdlion, and tliofc who 
attempted the colledlion of it were killed, as indeed were all Spaniards 
who fell into the hands of the natives. In thofe provinces the rcliftancc 
was univerfal, and w’c were under the ncccflity of going round from one 
city or town to another with a company of foldicrs, to prclcrvc the 
peace.. Tlic 
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'I'hc diHrirt of Cimatan being partfcularly refradloiy, and Captain 
laiis Marin Ixring unwilling at that time to fend a body of troops thi- 
ther, it was ilctermineti that four neighbours, whereof I was one, 
Ihonld be fent to fry if we could bring the people to rcafon. Accordingly, 
fetiing out upon our journey, w'hen w'e approached the principal town, 
we difpiitched mclTcngcrs to acquaint the people with our bufinefs. 
When we came nearer to it we were met by a large body of Indians, 
armed with lances, and bows and arrows, who killed two of my com- 
rades, and wounded me defperately in the throat. My furviving com- 
panion after a few blow's provided for hitrfclf by making oft' to fomc 
canoes by the bank of the river Macapa, fo that 1 wa» left alone ; I 
how'cver retained fulficiently my fenfes, to creep into fomc bullies where 
recovering a little, I addrelled my/elf to heaven, and implowd the aid 
of our Holy Virgin, bcfceching her not to let me die in the hands of 
thole dogs of Indians. Then, fc-cling my powers return to me, 1 lal- 
licd out, and forcing my palTagc through the natives, giving many good 
cuts by the way, 1 made my efcape to where my comrade was in the 
canoes, with lour Indians whom we had brought with us to carry our 
baggage, which they had thrown away, and which the natives quitted 
us, to pillage. As it was the will of God that we Ihould not lofc our 
lives on this occafion, we then got acrofs the river, which is very broad 
and deep, and full of alligators. To avoid the Indians we were obliged 
to remain eight days concealed in tlic woods, and from our not appear- 
ing, we were all concluded to be loft. As was the cuftom at that time, 
our property was forthwitli divided amongft the other Spaniards, how- 
ever at the end of twenty three days we returned to our town, to the 
greab joy of our friends, and difappointment of thole who had gotten 
poircflion of our lands and Indians. 

Capt.iiii Marin now thought proper to go to Cortes to reprefent the ftatc 
of afiairs, and demand more Ibldicrs. He accordingly let out and waited 
on Cortes, who gave him thirty foldicrs, commanded by Alonzo dc 
Grado, with orders f or the whole body of Spaniards to march for the 
province of Chiapa which was in a ftatc of war. Accwdingly we let out • 

for 
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for the purpod* of reducing it, and of building a town there, to keep 
the inhabitants in check. 

The fird thing neccifary was to make a road through the wooils, 
in a very marlhy countrj' where we were obliged to make caiiicways for 
the horfes to pafs. Proceetling thus, we arrived at a place called Tez- 
puztlan, and continued our route to another town named Cachula, from 
whence we proceeded, there being no paflage previous to our expedition, 
from the fear the other natives have of thofe of Chiapa, who uridoubt- 
txlly were at that time the braveft warriors in America; they ulfo robbed 
fwllengers and travelling merchants, and brought off the inhabitants of 
thefc diflri<^ls to colonize and till their grotmd, nor could the Mexicans 
ever fulxlue them. This our expedition tt)ok place in I.x*nt, the year 1 
cannot bring to iny recollection, but think it was one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty four. When we came near the city of Chiapa, 
we made a review ol our force, which confilted of twenty feven horfe- 
men, twenty three mufqueteers, and a field piece umler the direction of 
a gunner who told us that he had ferved in Italy ; however that was, 
he was of no life, being a very cowardly fellow. We had feventy foot 
foldicrs armed with fword and target, and about eighty Mexicans. The 
cacique of Cachula with fome of his principal people attended us, tremb- 
ling with fear; four foldiers of the mod aCtive of our little army, of 
whom 1 was one, were alw'ays fent forward to reconnoitre ; the ground 
not being fit for a horfe 1 left mine behind, and we were ufually in front 
of the army about half a league. The people of Chiapa being much 
accuftomed to hunting, fome of them who were thus employed perceiv- 
ing us at a difiance gave the alarm, and made fignals by I'mokc. 

As we approached tlicir firfi feltlcmcnt, which is called Efiapa, anti 
is difiant lour leagues from the principal town, w'c found the roads, 
which ran through cultivated grounds, wide and convenient ; and on 
each fide were plentiful Crops of corn, and vegetables. • We entered this 
town, but the inhabitants had quitted it, and having pofied our guards and 
fent out patroles, the remainder went to reft; but we were foon roufed 
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by tlic arrival of two of our out party, who came in at full fpceJ to tell 
us, that thc'nativcs were colle<fting from all parts to attack us. We 
Aood to our arms, and advanced to meet them out of the town, where 
a very fevere adlion enfued, for they were provided with darts hardened 
in fire, war clubs, and lances larger than ours, and allb a good defen- 
11 VC armour made of cotton. As the field of battle was very Aoncy, their 
Aingers did us infinite mifehief. They approached us fo clofc that in 
the firA attack they killed two of our foldicrs, and finir borfes, wound- 
ed our reverend father. Fra Juan, and thirteen foldicj anti deAroyed 
many of our allies. . Our captain, Marin, aUo wa- wouiul ’ i two pla- 
ces. This adlion laAed till dark ni; i, whtM ha\ in!; m. •it- i unfitil- 
fatAory experiment of (he Iharpncls of our fwonh .md the efl.l ot oui 
murquetry, the enemy retired, leaving behind them I'lftet:. killed, and 
many w'ounded, from two of whom, apparently principal people, we 
Icarnetl, that on the next day a general attack was intended upon 
us. 


The manner in which the enemy had fought convinced us that 
. they were no defpicablc warriors : for when a cavalry man halted to 
make a thruA the Indians feized the horfe, and wreAed the lance out of 
the horfeman’s hand, or pulled him to the ground. 

On the next day W'e purfued our route to the city of Chiapa, and 
a city it might truly be called, from the regularity of its Areets and 
houlcs. It contained not lefs than four thouiand families, not reckoning 
the population of the many dependent towns in its oeighbourhrxxl. At 
the diAance of about a quarter of a league from Jthe place which we 
had left, we found the whole force of Chiapa drawn up to receive 
us. Their troops were adorned with plumage, and well armed, oAen- 
fively a«d xlei’cnfively, and the hills rdbunded with their Aiouts on our 
appearance, it was dreadful to behold the fury with which they threw 
themfclvcs upon UvS like enraged lions j as for our black artillery man, 
and black he was indeed to us^ he was fo ilupified with fear, that he 
iiood trembling and unable to put the match to the gun, and when at 
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laft \vc luccccdccl in roufing liii-A, he fired the piece with no ether cffcdl 
tlian that of wounding three of our own men. Our captain gave order* 
to the cavalr)' to form in fmall bodies, and the mufquctccrs, crofsbow- 
mcn, and fword and buckler men, to clofc into one compadl battalion, 
whereby the cavalry and infantry fupported each other. I'hc enemy 
were fo numerous that had we not been the men we were, it would 
have gone very hard with us, and we ourfelvcs were aftonifhed at the 
l>ravcry of out idvcriarics ; bur good father Bartholomc flood firmly 
by Ub, and .bred comfort to us by his exhortations, promifing 

that we 0;.. '• b' tv .Ui : n .ui exertions, both by God and by Ca;- 
iUi Out ^ // i.o okew dt. frequently encouraged us, calling 

'v;r I ) ch.ng' rbcm »;i(. t .urie ..d Sr Jago. We at length forced them 
to fly beion .. , Om ili. k were butd by, tradls of very rocky ground 
where the ea\.airy c .uid not follow them, frerti bodies of Indians fell 
upon us by furprife, while we, thinking the day our own, were return- 
ing thanks to God and our Lady. Of thefe troops a number were pre- 
pared with long thongs to twifi round the horfes, and throw them 
down, and they had alfo llrctchcd out the nets which they ufed in hunt- 
ing, for the fame purpofe. The enemy attacked us here fo dcfpcratcly 
that hardly one of our foldiers efcaped without a wound ; they wrefted 
the i.inxs from fome of our cavalry, and killed two foldiers and five 
horff . In the centre of their army was a woman, aged, and immode- 
rately lai, who was efteemed by them a goddbfs, and had promifed 
them tl\c viiSlory. 1 hey had alfo incenfe in a pan, and certain idols 
made of (lone. This woman, who had her body painted, and cotton 
mixed with the paint, advanced without any fear among our allies, 
who were formed by companies, and by whom this infernal deity was 
in a very (hort time tom to pieces. 

During this time the battle raged, and we and our captain recom- 
mending ourfelvcs to our Lady, and befeeching the reverend father to 
pray for us, threw ourfelves into the thickefl of it, and forced the ene- 
my to fly, fbme to the rocks, others to the river, whereby they cflt;<fled 
their efcape, being excellent fwimmers. We then haltc*d to take breath, 
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anJ our good friar, joined by the foldiers, fang the hymn which begin> 
** Salve &c,*’ and we returned thanks to God for the vi<5tory. Our 
army then advanced towards a town by the fide of a river, where wx- 
remained the entire day and night, paying particular attention to the 
concealment of our dead. 

About midnight, ten chieftains of the neighbouring diflricSts came 
down the river which is very broad and deep in fiv'c canoes ; they dif- 
embarked at one of our ports, and were made prifoners. Being brought 
before our captain, they told him they belc^ngcd to a nation called the 
XaltejKques, ngainrt whom the people of Chiapa had made war; their 
ohjetrt was, to offer their fupport, and to obtain from us a promife, 
tliat in cafc of fuccefs againrt the Chiapans, we rtiould fet free from 
them the nations to which thefe Indians belonged ; in the hopes of 
which, they promifed us artirtance to pafs the river, which could not 
otherwife be done. This was very fatisfaertory to us, and therefore 
leaving two of their party behind, the reft went immediately to provide 
twenty canoes. The remainder of the night was pafled under a rtri<5l 
W'atch, for the drums and horns of the enemy were heard, from the 
banks of the river, where they %vcrc collc<5ling to attack us. As foon 
as it was light we law our friends arrive with the canoes ; they allb 
(hewed us a ford, though a very dangerous one, and were urgent to 
us to lo(c no time in parting, to fave the lives of ibme of their coun- 
trymen who had been made prifoners. Accordingly we parted the river, 
formed into a folid ctdumn, at the ford, which took us up to our arm- 
pits, and where we loft one of our cavalry. On the opportte bank 
we were artailed by the enemy with fuch a difeharge of darts and arrows, 
that not one of our party efcaped without tw'o or three wounds before 
W’c could get out of the water, but vaft bodies of other Indians appear- 
ing in our rear, and declaring for us, by attacking the Chiapans, they 
were foon forced to turn their backs and fly towards their city, whither 
we advanced in good order, with colours flying, and accompanied by 
eur allies. On our arrival there, we found it too clofe built to be fafely 
occupied by us, and wo. therefore pitched our camp in the open held. 

Our 
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Our captain now fent mcflengcjs inviting them to peace, and (hortly 
after, they fent a deputation of their chiefs, praying forgivc- 
nefs, and requefting to be admitted fubjedts to his Majcl})'. They 
alfo defired that the neighbouring nations might not be permitted tode- 
llroy their houfes and plantations, whicli requeft was readily granted. 
When we went into this town we found many prifoners confined in 
wooden cages, who had been feized by them w'hcn travelling. All 
thefe were releafed and lent to their homes. In their temples we found 
idols of horrid figure, which I'ra Juan broke to pieces, and alfo many 
remains of men and boys jull iacrificed, and other traces of their moft 
abominable cuiloms . 

Our captain then lent orders to all the neighbouring nations to come 
in; amongft the fiill who obeyed were thefe of Chinacatan, Gopa- 
naullla, Pinola, Gucguiztlan, Chamula, the Quilenes, and others ol 
the Zoquo language, with many more which I do not recoiled: . Thefe 
people \yerc much furprifed when tlicy perceived with how final 1 a body 
we had ventured to attack the warlike nation of the Chiapans, whom 
the Mexicans never could conquer, h'ra Juan preached to them with 
great fuccefs, and many came to him to be baptifed. 

While this was palling, a certain Spanilh foldier, attended by eight 
Nlexicans, went to a town called Chamula, and there demanded with- 
out any authority a contribution of gold in the name of his captain. A 
portion was colledted for him, but not fatisfied therewith he attempted 
to feizc the cacique, which caiiled an infurredion in that and a neigh- 
bouring town named Guehuilllan. As foon as our captain got intelli- 
gence of it, he cauied him to be Icizcd, and immediately fent him oft 
by exprefs, prifoner, to Mexico. This man was one who confidered 
himfelf of confcquencc amongft us, very evil difpofed, and cruel to the 
Indians. 

We then proceeded to Chamula, which in confequence of the above 
related outrage continued in rebellion. We were aftifted on our march 
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hy fhe people of Cinacatan, a poliflied and mercantile nation, and ar- 
riving at Chamula, wc found this place Ifrongly fortified by nature, 
and the inhabitants well armed, having a large kind of fiiield with 
which they could cover the whole body, and which when not wanted 
was rolled up. When we approached wc were attacked with (bowers 
of arrows, upon which our captain ordered the cavalry to go into the 
plain, there to watch the infurgents of the neighbouring diftridls of 
t^uiabuitlan. Our mufquctcers then fired upon the enemy, but with ve- 
ry little whereas their niifiilc weapons injured us who were unco- 

vered, materially. Wc were during this whole day fighting thus, to 
very little purpofe, and when wc attempted to force the ramparts, wc 
found them guarded by above two thouland men armed with lances. 
Finding our endeavours incffctflual, it was determined to procure tim- 
ber from another town which was depopulated, and to conftrudt of it 
the machines named burros or mantas, under cover of which twenty 
men or more could approach, and remain under the walls, fo as to 
work an entrance. We therefore drew off for that time, and having 
procured the timber and conftrudicd thefe machines, wc again proceeded 
to the attack. Under cover of them our men endeavoured to undermine 
the wall, the enemy throwing down upon us fcalding w’atcr mixed with 
blood, fire, and heavy Ifones, infomuch that wc were quite in defpair, 
and forced to retreat to repair the machines, which having done, we 
again brought them, to the walls, and working under them we made 
different breaches. As foon as the enemy perceived this, they fent up 
to the top of their rsonparts four of their principal perfbns, priefts, and 
others, who addrefied us covered with their thick fliiclds, and told us, 
that lince wc wanted gold wc might have it ; and therewith threw over 
feven crowns of fine gold, together with a quantity of gold trinkets, 
and other things made of that metal, call in the fonns of fhells and 
birds ; and they alfo at the fame time fent among us frefh fliowcrs of 
arrows, darts, and (fones. We had fuccccded in making two confidc- 
rable breaches in the walls, but it was now dark, and a heavy rain be- 
gan to fall ; wc were therefore obliged to defifl for that night, keeping 
good watch all round our pod, and the cavalry remaining on the plain 
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ground, faddlcd and bridled. '‘The enemy during the whole night were 
funding their warlike inftruments, fuch as timbals, and fmall trum- 
pets, yelling, and threatening us with deftru^tion on the next day, 
which they faid liad been promifed to them by their gods. 

At day break we again brouglit forward our machines, to work 
at their walls, which the enemy defended with the greateft obftinacy, 
wounding five of our people, and amongft them myfclf by a thriift, 
and were it not for the ftrength of my cotton quilted armour, the lance 
would have gone through me. Thus we were employed durii\g the 
whole day, and the evening was drawing on, with a licavy fall of rain 
and a very thick mill, as is frequently the ca/c in that mountainous 
country. In conrequcncc of this our captain called us off from the en- 
gagement, and about the fame time the enemy ceafing to fliout and 
make the noifes they had hitherto done, I, who was accuAomed to bu- 
finefs of the kind, and alfo perceived that their lances were reflal againfl 
the walls, barbicans, and battlements, except about two hundred that 
fiill appeared to be in hand, began to fufpedt they were going to aban- 
don the place ; in confcqucncc whereof, 1 and one of my comrades get- 
ting in at a fmall breach in the wall, to fee what they were doing, ftdl 
fuddenly in upon upwards of two hundred of them in arms, who at- 
tacked us with their lances, and would fpcedily have put an end to us, 
but that fome of our Indian allies who perceived our fituation, called 
out to the reft of our foldicrs, who crouded in to where we were fur- 
rounded by thefe Indians, who only compofed the rear guard of the 
garrifon, for all the reft, men, women, and children, had evacuated 
the place by the other gate.. 

Thefe who remained we quickly put to Bight, and purfuing them, 
we came up with many of the others, and made prifoners fcvcral men, 
women, and children. We now quitted the town, and purfued our 
route towards Chinacatan, halting for that night at a place , w'hcrc at 
prefent the city of Chiapa de los Efpanoles is built. Being arrived here, 
our captain difeharged fix of his prifoners, with orders to inform their 
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coufitryrhcn that if they fubmittcd, he would deliver up to them the 
whole of thofe he liad taken, w'hich mcilagc w'as delivered, and chcar- 
fully complied with. 

In confequcncc of the orders which Cortes had given to our cap- 
tain, who was alfo my particular friend, to give me fome good lituation, 
I was appointed to the command of this cncomienda which I held for 
eight years. The firft thing I did was, to get a reverend father to 
prcacli to the Indians, and convert them to the chridian faith; we ac- 
cordingly created an altar and crucifix, and he preached to them to good 
eftedt. The firft day we baptifed fifteen, to my great fatisfa<5tion, for 
1 loved and wifhed well to them, they being now my own. There was 
in this neighbourhood a people who inhabited three fortified towns, and 
were in rebellion againft us, named the Cuegucftitlans, and it became 
neceflary to march againll and reduce them. Leaving therefore our 
wounded and baggage behind, the moft ftout and adlivc among us pro- 
ceeded againft them ; they had barricaded all their approaches w'ith fall- 
en trees, which we cleared by the aftiftance of our Indian allies, and 
arrived under their fortrefles, which appeared likely to give us enough 
to do, for the firft: we came to was full of warriors who were well ap- 
pointed, oflfenfivcly and defcnfivcly. When we mounted to the aftault 
they all fled and left the place to us, but our allies made two of them 
prifoners, who were immediately releafed, and lent with ofiers of peace 
and good treatment to their friends, on fubmillion. Thefe conditions 
they accepted and came in, bringing with them fome trifling prefents 
of gold, and feathers of the quetzal. 

Having thus cjRe<ftcd our bufinefs here, we proceeded according to 
the diredlions of Cortes, to eftablifh a colony. Hereupon there was a 
difference of opinion amongft us, for fome were for it, but others who 
had plantations and Indians in Guacacualco were adverfe, objc<fting to it 
as an unfit fituation for cavalry, and faying alfb that our force in its 
prefent reduced ilate was infufficient, the diftri(5t being populous, and 
the towns built in the faftneifes of the mountains. Thus our party fell 
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into difputes upon this and otWcr fubjcds, for our captain, Marin, and 
Diego de Godoy who was a royal notary and a very bufy perfon, were 
adverfc to the plan. That troublefome fellow Alonzo de Grado, allb 
it appeared, was poflefled of a patent from Cortes, giving him ancnco> 
mienda in the province of Chiapa, when it was reduced to obedience. 
By virtue of this he demanded from Marin the gold which had been 
obtained from the Indians of Chiapa, and alfo that which had been 
found in the temples, amounting to one thouiand five hundred crowns. 
This Marin refufed, allcdging that it was neceflary to employ it in re- 
placing the horfes which had been killed in the expedition. All thclc 
differences together brought matters to fuch an extremity, that our cap- 
tiin put both of them in irons, determining to fend Dc Grado to Mex- 
ico; as to Godoy, by dint of interccflion and promifes he obtained his 
releafe. Godoy made but a very bad return to Marin for his lenity, fur 
he immediately entered into a cabal with De Grado, and it was agreed 
between them to make a formal complaint to Cortes againfl him. 1 
was applied to alfo to write to him in exculpation of Dc Grado, bccaufe 
they faid tliat Cortes would believe my reprefentations. 1 did write in- 
deed, but it was to let Cortes know the true ftatc of the cafe, and by no 
means charging Marin with any impropriety. Dc Grado was fent to 
Mexico under an oath to prefent himfelf to Cortes within eighty days ; 
that time being allowed on account of the diflance, which is upwards 
of one hundred and ninety leagues. 

It was now determined by us, to chaftife thofe people who killed 
the two foldiers of that party wherewith I was lent, as formerly men- 
tioned. In our way we marched through a diflricft fo very rugged, that 
the pafTage was impoilible to our horfes without, affiilancc, which, on 
an application to the caciques was readily afforded us. Thcfe people are 
named Tapelola. Continuing our route by the Silo, Suchiapa, and 
Coyumelapa diftridfca we came to thofe of the Tecomayatacal and Atca- 
pan Indians. The houfes in the chief town, which belonged to my dif- 
tri^, joined each other, and formed a very populous and extenfive place. 
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Near this was a large and deep river, wKicli it was ncccflary to pals, 
and here we were oppofed by the people of the town and vicinity, but 
after a (harp action, wherein we had (ix foldiers wounded and three hor- 
fes killed, we put them to flight, they all taking to the mountains and 
woods, having firfl (ct fire to their town. We flayed here five days 
taking care of the wounded, and having made many of the women of 
this place prifoners, our captain fent to invite the people to peace, which 
was accepted, and they returned to their homes. Godoy w'as averfe 
from this lenity, and told our captain that thefc people who had revolt- 
ed without any reafon (houll be punilhed, or at any rate made to pay 
for the horfes which were killed in. the adlion. 1 was of a different 
opinion, and thought that fince they came pciirv-ably they fliould not 
be made to fuffer; and giving my opinion freely, Godoy became enra- 
ged and broke out into angry words, from which we came to blows, 
and drew our fwords. A good many cuts paffed between us before we 
could be parted, and if we had not been fo, one or other of us would 
have loft his life. Marin, who was a good and mild man, faw the 
impropriety of ufing harlh mcafures with thefc people, and reftoring all 
their property to them, left them in peace. 

We continued our march, and pafling by other diftridls of Cima- 
tlan, and Talatiopan, we were aflfailcd by a number of their archers, 
who gave us a volley whereby above twenty ot our foldiers were wound- 
ed, and two horfes killed ; and but that we immt*diatcly attacked and 
drove them from their poft, they would have done us much mifehief. 
I muft oblcrve, that thefc arc the flrongeft archers that ever 1 met with, 
for they drive their arrows through two fuits of cotton mail well quilted ; 
wliich is a wonderful force. Their country is in great part marfh, 
which (hakes when a foot-mau walks upon it. It was therefore in vain 
to purfuc the natives, and as for our oflers of peace they treated them 
with neglect. We therefore thought it heft to make our ftiortefl way 
to our town of Guucacualco. We took our route for it by the difl:ri(5t 
of Guiniango, Naeaxg, Xuica, Teotitlan, Copiico, and others which 
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1 do not recolledt, to Ulapa, a^d acrofs the rivers Agaqualulco* and 
Tonah, to Guacacualco, where the killed horfes were paid for at a 
penny a pound. 

As to De Grade, when he arrived at Mexico and waited on Cortes, 
the general was highly dirpleafcd with him, telling him to take three 
rhoufand crowns and go to the Ifland of Cuba, and give him and others 
no farther trouble, De Grado however made fuch apologies that they 
were afterwards good friends 
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CHAPTER V. 


TranJaMums in Old Spain, 


In the year one thouiand five hundred and twenty one, our moft Ho- 
ly Father Pope Adrian of Lobayana fucceeded to the fovcrcign pontifi- 
cate. He was then governor of Caftillc, and refided in the city oi 
Vittoria, where our agents waited upon him to kifs the foot of his ho- 
Unefs. At the fame time arrived a great nobleman from Germany, 
called Moliur de Lafoa, chamberlain to his Majcfly, by whom he was 
lent to congratulate his holinefs on his cledlion. This M. dc Lafoa, 
having heard the heroical actions of the conquerors of Mexico, and the 
great works they had done for the extenfion of our holy faith, by the 
converlion and baptifm of fo many thoufands of Indians, was interefted 
in our behalf, and applied to the Holy Pontiff, requeiling him to acce- 
lerate the bufinefs wherein our agents were employed. This requeil 
was readily granted, for independent of what was laid before him by 
our agents, our holy father had received many complaints againfl the 
Bifliop of Burgos from perfons of high honour and quality, whereby 
our agents were encouraged tc^ proceed in a formal accufation againft 
him. Thoie who were moft adtive in the bufinefs were. Francifeo de 
Montejo. Di^;o de Ordas, the licentiate Francifeo Nunez coufin to 
Cortes, and Martin Cortes our generars father, who were aftifted by 
many great and powerful noblemen, but principally by the Duke de 
Bcjar; and thus countenanced, they brought forward their charges with 
great ef&dt. 

The firft was, that Velafquez had bribed him with a diftridt, with 
die people of which he worked gold mines. Secondly, that in the 
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year one thoufand five hundred ^ind feventeen* when one hundred and 
ten of us procured vcflcis at our own expcncx and fet out for the difco> 
very of New Spain, the Bilhop of Burgos informed his Majefty that it 
was Diego de Vdafqucz who had done fo, contrary to the truth. 

Thirdly that Vdafqucz had fent twenty thoufiund crowns in gold, 
which his nephew Juan dc Grijalva had obtained, to the bifhop, and 
no part to his Majefly; and that when Cortes lent a preient of gold the 
bifhop feized it, fupprdting our letters, and fubilituting others, aferib- 
ing the faid prefent to Velafquez. Alfo that the bifhop retained one 
half of the treafure, and when Puertocarrero applied to him for per- 
miflion to wait upon his Majefly, he caufed him to be feized and thrown 
into prifbn, where he died. Alfb, that he (ent orders to the officers of 
the Cafa dc Contradtacion of Seville, that they fhould not give any af. 
fiflance to Cortes. Farther, that he appointed as ofiicers to the military 
fervicc in New Spain, fuch as were not fit for it, as was the cafe in re- 
gard to one Tapia, to whom, in order to bring about a marriage between 
his niece and the faid Tapia, he. promifed the government of New l!>pain. 
Alfo, that he approved for good, the f.dfc relations tranfmitted by the 
agents of Velafquez, which* he forwarded to his Majcfly, fupprefllng 
thofe of Cortes which were the true ones. There were bcfidcs many 
other charges, all very well fubflantiatcd, and which he could not 
deny. 

Thefe things being all brought to light, his holinefs was pleafed 
to order, that the Bifhop of Buigos fhould have no fiuthcr authority in 
New Spain, that Cortes fhould be declared governor thereof, and that 
Velafquez fhould receive compenfation for the expenccs he had been 
at, and could duly prove. His holinefs fent alfo to New Spain a num- 
ber of indulgences for the hofpitals and churches, and was pleafed to 
dire(5t Cortes and us the conquerors to pay unremitting attention to the 
converfion of the Indians, adding how much it was the duty of himfclf 
and all Chriflendom to pray for thofe who had done fo much for the 
advancement of our holy faith. He alfo was pleafed to fend to us his 
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holy bulls of abfolution. All this his Ivlajcfty gracioufly thought pro- 
per to confirm, fb far as relates to the civil and military eflablifhment, 
adding thereto his order to Velafquez to give up his government of Cuba, 
on account of his having font out the armament under Narvaez in de- 
fiance of the peremptory orders of the royal chamber of audience, and 
of the brethren of the order of St. Jerome. The Biihop of Burgos was 
fo afibdtcd 1^ the cenfure which his holinefs the Pope pafTed upon his 
Conduift, and by his Majcfty*s orders in confequence thereof, that when 
he retired to his country feat at Toro he fell dangcroufly ill. 

At this period arrived in Old Caftillc, Pamphilo dc Narv'aez, and 
Chriftoval dc Tapia, whom the Bifhop of Burgos had created governor 
of New Spain, together with the pilots Umbria and Cardenas. Thefe 
perfons waited on the bifhop to demand his permifTion to lay their accu- 
fations againfl Cortes before his Majcfiy, and as the bifhop deiired no- 
thing better than to hear complaints of Cortes and of us, he fhewed 
them every favour in his power. When the agents of Velafquez per- 
ceived this, they gladly joined the party, and all together went to prefer 
their charges before the Emperor. 

They made ftrong accufations againft Cortes ; lirft, that Velafquez 
fitted out armaments three times to his own great cofl, and entrufled 
the command of the lafl to Cortes, who broke his engagement. Far- 
ther, that when Velafquez fent Narvaez with his MajelVy*s commiflion 
as governor general of New Spain, Cortes made war upon, and defeated 
him. Alfb, that when the Bifhop of Burgos ient Tapia to take the go- 
vernment of thofe countries in his Majeily*s name, he refuied to obey, 
and by main force compelled him to reimbark. Th^ alfo accufed Cortes 
of having obtained a quantity of gold in the name of his Majefly, and 
converting it to his own ufe; of having taken to himielf a fifth of all 
prizage ; of having burnt the feet of Guatimotzin ; of retaining the ibl- 
diers (hares ; and building palaces and fortified houics that were as large 
as whole villages, making the inhabitants round Mexico work at them, 
and forcing them to draw large cypiefs trees, -and ftones, from a great 
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diOancc ; and that he had given poifon to Francifco de Garay, to get 
from him his troops and Hiipping. There were many other acculations 
brought forward, fo that his Majcfty was at laft tired of hearing them, 
believing them to be true. 

Narvafcz, when admitted into the Emperor's profence addrellcd him 
in his pompous tone of voice, as follows. “ Your Majcfly mull fur- 
** thcr know, that on the night I was taken prifoner, having your 
** royal commillion in my pocket, my eye put out, and in apprehenfion 
“ of being burnt alive, for the apartment was in flames, one of Cor- 
“ tes's captains, Alonzo dc Avila at prefent prifoner in France, violcnt- 
ly fore your commillion out of my pocket, and when J claimed it, 
“ declaring what it was, he denied the fadl, and faid that they were 
“ bonds for money owing me by Spaniards in Mexico, and which I 
“ was coming to enforce.” At this the Emperor could not refrain from 
laughing. In regard to the charges, his Majcfly faid, he would give 
orders that ftridl juflicc fliould be done; and he forthwith commanded, 
that certain perfons of his royal privy council fliould be formed into a 
court of enquiry to hear and decide upon thefe allegations. The per- 
fons who compolcd this court ^vcrc Mcrcurio Catarinario grand chan- 
cellor of Italy, DelaSoa, and Doiflor Dc la Roche, Flemings, Hernando 
dc Vega lord of Grajalcs, the Dodlor Dc Garavajal, and the Licentiate 
Vargas. 

This court gave notice to the parties to come forward, and accord- 
ingly they produced their charges in the fame form that they had been 
laid before his Majefly. To the charges brought by Velafqucz it was 
replied, that Dc Cordova was the difeoverer of New Spain, who did it 
with his companions at their own coll, and that Velafqucz was here 
allb criminal, in that he ordered him to go to the Illand of Los Gua- 
najes, to take Indians by force, and make Haves of them. Farther, that 
admitting he fent Juan dc Grijalva thither, it was not for the purpofe 
of colonization but only for trade. That for the expences incurred, the 
principal part was born by the different captains, and not by Vclafi^ucz, 
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and thdie captains had there co11e<£led h\'enty thoufand crowns^ the 
principal part of which went to Vclafquez. Farther, that Vdafques 
gave the Bifhop of Burgos Indians in the liland of Cuba to procure^ 
gold, neglecting his duty to his Majefty. Alfo, that admitting it was 
he who'fcnt Cortes, it was by the apjNrobation of his Majefty, and by 
the providence of God; for that any other commander would have fail- 
ed in an undertaking of fuch danger, and that Cortes was not lent by 
him to colonize, but to baiter s and that his cflablKhment in the coun- 
try Witt owing, not to the inllruCtions of Velafquez, but the inflances 
of his companions, for the fcrvice of God, and his Majefty. Alfo 
that it was well, known, that Cortes reported the whole of his proceed- 
ings to his Majefly, iending therewith all the gold he had been able to 
procure, he, and his companions, awaiting his Majedy's further orders, 
profbrate on the earth. It was alfo reprefented, how the Bifhop of Bur- 
gos fuppreiikd die faid letters, and (eized the prefents, concealing from 
his Majedy our meritorious fcrvice ; and when our agents wanted to 
obtain permiflion to wait on his M^jefty, he threw one of them, Pucr- 
tocarrero, into prifon, where he dieds and that he forbid the officers of 
his Majcfty at Seville, to furnifh us with what we required. All which 
was done by the laid bifhop, from a corrupt motive, as he wanted to 
procure a marriage between either Vclafquez or Tapia, and his niece 
named Donna Petronila de Fonf^, as he liad promifed that his fon-in<< 
law fhould be governor of Mexico. In fupport of all which accufations 
th^ were ready to produce proofs. As to the expedition of Narvaez, 
our agents replied, that in the firfl plate Velafquez deferved to fuffer 
death for difobedienoe of his Majefly *s orders ; an|d alfo, that he applied 
himf^f folely to the bifhop, neglediing his Majefly, which was a high 
difrefpe^bj in confequence therefore of the above mtfdemeanors and 
crimes, our agents, prayed that the court would be pleafed to award 
punifhmcnt ; to which the court replied that they would take it into 
coniideration. 

In reply to the charges brought againfl Cortes by Narvaez it was 
reprefented, that on his coming to New Spain he fent word to the great 
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King Montezuma, that he came to leicuc him, and thcKby cauiixi ftich 
a dtfturbance in the country, as produced a dangerous war. That on 
his arrival at Vera Cruz, Cortes had written to him a friendly letter, dc- 
liring to fee his commiilion, to which Narvaez would makenoanfwer, 
but declared war againil Cortes and his companions, notwithihinding 
that Cortes invited him to, and reprefented the neotflity of, an amicable 
jundtion, for the good of his Majcfty*s fervid, left idl ihould be loft. 
But Cortes ftnding that all his oftbrs were ncgledled, and Narvaez not 
(hewing him his Majefty's. commiftion, and knowing the mifeondudt 
of Narvaez in feizing his Majefty*s oydor, to bring him to punifhment 
for fo doing, went to him, determined to fee his authority, and to know 
the rcafon of his condiidl, and that Narvaez had then attempted to fur- 
prife and (eize him, of which he could adduce proofs and witneft^, 
amongft others Andrez dc Ducro, who was at that time with Narvaez. 
In regard to his cauiing the failure of Garay, and poifbning him at 
breakfaft, it was replied that the failure of the expedition was owing to 
Garay’s own mifcondiidl, and ignorance of the country. That when 
Garay found his (ituation hopelefs, he accepted the friendly offer which 
Cortes had made him, of an hofpitablc reception at Mexico; where an 
alliance was agreed upon between the families, and Garay was to have 
^ad aftiftance to eftablifh a colony on the river Palmas ; and that if it 
was God’s will to take him from this life, according to the oaths of 
the phyficians, by a pleurify, it was not in the power of Cortes to pre- 
vent it. Cortes alfo proved in anfwcr to the charge of having retained 
his Majefty’s fifth, that he had fairly expended it in the fcrvice, toge- 
ther with (ix thoufand crowns of his own property:' that the fifth which 
he deduifted for himfelf was according to compatft, and in regard to the 
charge of detaining the-foldiers prize money it was replied, that in the 
capture of Mexico very little gold remained to be divided, inaftnuch as 
the wealth of the place was ^moft all fallen into the hands of the Tlaf- 
calan and Tczcucan allies. In regard to burning the feet of Guatimot- 
zin, it was done contraiy to the* inclination of Cortes, by his Majefty’s 
officers, to force him to difeover where Montezuma’s treafure was cont 
cealed. In anfwcr to the charge of his buildings it was ftated, that they 
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were truly fumptuous, and that the cypArlTes and ftones were brought 
from a great diftance, But that the faid buildings were for the ufe and 
honor of his Majefty and his fucce(!brs ; that the materials were brought 
t^ic principal part of the way by water, and that the work was carried 
on by the general labour of the Indians, under the order of Guatimotzin, 
as is always the ca(e in building the houfes of the great in that country. 
As to the complaint of Alonzo dc Avila forcibly taking the commidion 
from Narvaez, it appeared upon infpedtion that there was no commif- 
lion whatever in thoib papers, the whole of which were receipts for the 
purchafe of horfes, and other things iimilar ; but that Cortes never faw 
them, nor was it done by his order. In regard to the complaints of the 
pilots againil Cortes, the feet of Umbria were cut off by the hand ot 
jufticc, as a puniOiment for running away with his fliip, and Car- 
denas had refufed to take his fhare in the divihon of the gold, confent- 
ing that the whole (hould be fent to his Majefty, but that Cortes had 
given him out of his own purfe three hundred crowns, which was as 
much as he deferved, being a perlbn of little confidcration, and no fol- 
dicr. In regard to the charge relative to Tapia, it was allcdged that had 
he come to* Mexico and produced his Majefty *s orders, they (hould have 
been received by Cortes, proftrate on the ground,* with all refpedt, and 
humility; but his incapacity was fo notorious, that it was the univerfal 
defire, and advice, of the Spaniards then in New Spain, that Cortes 
(hould remain in the command. Thefe charges and exculpations hav- 
ing been duly weighed by the court for five days, it was determined to 
lay the whole of tlie proceedings before his Majefty, together with their 
dcxrifton, which was accordingly done. The (entence which th<y gave 
was entirely in favour of Cortes : the merit and valour of him and the old 
conquerors of Mexico were highly praii^, anji (ilence was impoied on 
Vdafquez as to his complaints, he being told that if he looked for a re- 
muneration of his expences he muft feek it from Cortes by courie of 
law. Cortes was aKb declared governor general of New Spain, accord- 
ing to the orders of his holinefs the Pope. The court alfo approved of 
the arrangements made' by him in that country, and authorized him to 
make the divifions of the diftri<^s in fuch a manner as he thought fit. 
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Narvaez was referred lor retire!? to France, wlicrc Avila wlio had Seiz- 
ed his papers was at prefent prifoncr; the pilots Umbria and Cardenas 
obtained royal cedules, granting to them property in New Spain to the 
amount of one thoufand crowns in rent ; and it was ordained, that Cor- 
tcS*s veterans (hould all have immediate and ample gratifications, in 
lands and Indians, and fliould enjoy prc-eminenc*c and prcccdcnc)^ fuefv 
as their valour deferved. The fentcncc thus given was taken to Valla- 
dolid to be confirmed by his Majefty, vvlio was then on his way to 
Inlanders, and who did confirm and ratify it accordingly. His Majefty 
alfo gave orders relative to the banifhmcnt of lapfed converts in that 
ci)untry, and forbid the admiHlon of fcholars for a term of years. His 
Majcfly and the King of Hungary were alfo pleafed to write to Cortes 
and to us, thanking us for the fcrviccs we had rendered. The aflair 
being thus decided in our favour, the documents were intruded to Ro- 
dorigo dc Paz, eoufin to Cortes, and to another relation of his, named 
Francifeo de la-. Culiis, who arrived at St. Jago in Cuba, the rcfidciice 
of Vclafquez the governor, where the fcntencc being made known to 
him, and proclaimed by founvl of trumpit, be fell ill from vexation, 
and fhortly after died very poor and iniferable. Mor.ttjo was given by 
his Majcfly the government of Y ucatan and Cozumel, with the lord- 
fliip and title of Don. To Diego de Ordaz he confirmed his poflc;frions 
in New Spain, and ennobled him giving him for a coat of arms the 
Volcano of Cuaxocingo, and \eith thefc honours and emoluments tliey 
returned to Mexico, from whence in two or three years Dc Ordas went 
back to Caftille, to obtain from his Majefly pcrmifTion to conquer tl;e 
province of Maranion, in which undertaking he loft his life and all his 
property. The Bifhop of Burgos was reduced to defpair when he learn- 
ed the manner in which the affair had gone, and that all his tranfadlions 
with Velafquez had come to light. 

When Las Cafas and Rodrigo de Paz brought the intelligence to 
Mexico, that Cortes was appointed governor of that country, there was 
iinivcrfal rejoicing. The meflengers were liberally rewarded, 1-as Cafiis 
being made captain and pr<,^ntcd with a good diftri<ft called Anquitlan, 
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and De Paz obtained other valuable poinflions, and was appointed by 
Cortes his major domo and Iccretary. To all thofe who came from his 
country of Medellin, Cortes gave Indians, and to the captain of the 
ycffel a liberal reward in golcL 

Some readers may tie curious to learn how thefc matters came to 
my knowledge; to which I reply, that the conquerors received infor- 
mation of the proceedings of our agents or procuradors, in four or five 
letters written by them from Caftillc; but I ufed then to fay often, that 
it appeared to me that they procured only for Cortes and thcmfeivcs, and 
during all that time, wc who had made Cortes what he was, remained 
encountering one danger and hardfhip after another. May God grant 
us his protc<5tion, and inflil into the mind of our great CaDfiir the de- 
termination to caufe his true and juft intentions to be carried into eftedt. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Tranfa6iions and occurrences an Old and New Spain. 
Expedition againft the Zapotecans. 


It appeared to us, the moft ancient, wile, and experienced conque- 
rors of Mexico, that Cortes ought now to conlider duly who were his 
friends, and Hood by him through fhc whole of his difhculties and 
ilingcrs, from the firft, and to fettle his accounts with Pedro, with 
Sancho, and with Marlin, according to their deferts; which was to he 
done by recalling to him thofc who were low, and poor, and unfortu- 
nate, and by placing them in good lituations, according to their dclcrts, 
and his Majclly’s orders. All this Cortes was bound in duty to do, as 
alfo to procure for us and our children all the good oflices, and emolu- 
ments, that were to be had in tliis country of New Spain. But, “ that 
“ which docs not grow from the Ikin, hangs loofely to itj** and fo it 
appeared, for inftead of doing this he procured fiich for no one but 
himfclf, as in the firft place the government, and afterwards when he 
went to Cafttlle, and got his title. But tp advert to other matters. In 
regard to the divifion of the country, it was decided by many of the 
moft experienced, brave, and lage conquerors thereof, that the proper 
method would be, to divide it into five parts, one whereof ftiould go to 
his Majefty, another to be for the cftablifhment and revenues of our ho- 
ly church, and the other three to be given to Cortes, and the reft of us, 
the true original conquerors of the country ; that each (liould have , a 
fliarc in perpetuity, and in proportion to his tank and delerts, and that 
we, for our parts, who had lerved his Majefty here, without putting 
him to the leaft coft, and as one may fay without his knowledge, he be- 
ing in Flanders, would be well fatisfied therewith, and contented, and 
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at our cafe, not wandering about the whrld as is at prefcnt the cafe, and 
falling /rom bad to worfc j for many of us at this moment arc without 
a morfel of bread to cat, and God knows what will hccomfe of our 
children. 

I will now relate what Cortes did, and which I call a very unfair 
diftribution. To the Veedor tfchirinos, the Fadlor Salazar, J. do Ri- 
bera and all thofe who came from Medellin, and to the dependents ot 
great men who flattered and told him pleafing things, he refufed no- 
thing. Not that I blame him for being generous, for there was enough 
for all ; but 1 fay that he ought to have firft confidcred thofe who ferv'ed 
his Majcfly, and whole valour and blood made hinj what he was. 
But enough of this, and now to other matters, for it is ufelefs detailing 
our misfortunes, and how he treated us like vadals, and how we wxrc 
obliged to take to our old trade of expeditions and battles ; for though 
he forgot us in his diflribiition of property, he never failed to call on 
us when he wanted our alTiftancc. However before I take leave of the 
fubjc(Sl let me mention, that when Luis Ponce dc Leon came to fuper- 
cede Cortes, we went to the general, to requcll that he would give us 
fomc part of that property which his Majelly had stt that time ordered 
that he fhould relign. He then told us, and fwore it, that if he return- 
ed to his government lie would provide for us all, and not do as he had 
done, for which he was very forry. As if we were to be fatished with 
promifes and fmooth words. 

There had lately arrived certain oflicers of his Majelly from Old 
Caflille, amongfl whom w'crc Alonzo de Ellrada the treafurcr, Gonzalo 
de Salazar the fa<51or, Rodrigo Albornos the contador, (Juan dc Aldc- 
retc being dead,) Pedro Almindes Chirinos the Veedor, and many 
others. 

♦ 

One Rodrigo Rangel whom 1 have already mentioned, now came 
to Qortes, telling him that he had hitherto a<^uir(xl no fame in the 
•ifnts, and wifhed to have a command given him, wherewith to go and 
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conquer the Zapotecans who were in rebellion, and to take with him 
Pedro de Ircio as his private counfcllor a!\d diredkor. Cortes knew very 
well this man was not fit for any fervicc, being a poor difeafed mifera- 
blc objedt, from the effedis of his fins; he therefore put him off, telling 
him that nation was not cafily to be conquerctl on account of the high 
rugged mountains which they inhabit, and which arc always covered 
with mifis and cloud?; as alfo that cavalry’ could not be brought againfir. 
them, on account of the bad and narrow roads which it was neceflary 
to climb like ladders, each foldicr*s head at the heels of his file leader. 
However at lall: Cortes agreed to the propofal of this man who was a 
fellow of a very’ flandcrous tongue, and one whom he would have been 
glad to have got rid of in this way where he was likely to lofc his life. 
The gmcral in confcqiit nce wrote to ten or twelve of us who were in 
Ouacacualco, tlcliring that we fhould go with him, and I was one of 
the number thus felcdtcd. Thefe Indians arc a light and very active 
people, and when in the field have a way of whiflling and fhouting, 
which makes the hills and woods refound again. Having this man 
with us it was impofllblc to efted: any thing, and as we advanced under 
a very heavy rain, we came to a village of fcattcrcd houfes, fume being 
upon a ridge, 'and others in the valley. Poor Rangel whined andcom> 
plained all the way of the pain of his limhs, to our great annoyance, 
knowing it was entirely ufclefs trouble anil danger, and that the Indians 
who were fo nimble would dcflroy us climbing the rocks in one file, 
if they made a (land any where. It was at lafi agreed, as Rangel grew 
worfe and worfc, to abandon the black expedition as we ufed to call it, 
and return to our homes. His counfcllor allb as he called him, Pedro 
de Ircio, was the firfl to advife him to it, and fetting the example by 
following his own advice, went home to his t^JWn of Villa Rica. Ran- 
gel however preferred accompanying us to Guacacualco, which w’as 
more grief to us than going with him in his expedition. He had hopes 
that the hot climate of that country, as he faid, would relieve him of 
his pains. 

No fooner had we arrived at this place then he took in liis head to- 
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go upon an expedition againH; the Indians of Cimaton and Tatupatan, 
who were rebellious, for they thought thcmfclves (ccurc amongfl their 
great rivers and trembling marfhes. They were alfo formidable w'arri- 
ors, ufing very large and ftrong bows. Rangel however produced his 
commiihon'from Cortes, and we dare not but to obey and march with 
him, to the number of one hundred horfc and foot. We accordingly 
fet out, and arrived at a pafs between the marilics and lakes, where the 
whole force of the Indians was drawn up to receive us, having made 
circular barricades of very grofs timber, with fpike holes to (hoot through, 
and pallifadocs. Here they gave us a l^iearty welcome with a flight of 
arrows and darts, killing feven horfes and wounding Rangel and eight 
foldicrs. We had often told him what flout warriors thefc Indhins were, 
and as he was a prating fellow he now exclaimed, by heaven, if he had 
lx:lieved us, he would not have been in that jeopardy now, and that in 
future we the old conquerors of the country Ihould be his captains and 
not he ours. As foon as our ivounded men and horfes were dreffed, he 
bcggdd I would go forward to rcconoitre. I took with me a very fierce 
greyhound w'hich belonged to him, and (cledting two other foldiers for 
my comrades, defired the infantry to follow us clofe, and for Rangel 
and the cavalry, that they (hould keep a good diflance iii the rear. Pur- 
fuing our route towards Cimaton, we fell in with another pofl fortified 
like the preceding one, and defended as ftrongly, frc«n whence we re- 
ceived a volley, which killed the dog, and w^ounded me and each of 
my comrades. I received an arrow in my leg, and (even more remain- 
ed in my cotton armour. 1 called immediately to fome of our Indian 
allies who were a little in rear of us, to go and bring up all the infantry, 
but to order the cavalr]^ not to advance, as all their horfes would furely 
be killed. When the infantry came up wc attacked the barricades, and 
forced the Indians from them, driving them to their marflies where it 
was impofllble to follow them a ftep, without danger of finking and 
being fmothered. We then advanced, and halted at a village. On the 
next day wc proceeded, and were encountered by a large body of Indians^ 
pofletf in a marfh. This was an inflance of the addrefs of the natives, 
in chufing to meet us in the plain, hoping that they could draw our 

cavalry 
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cavalry to charge them, in exp(?»5tation that galloping full fpeed they 
fliould run into the marfh, ami fo it happened ; for in fpite of all we 
could lay to Rangel of their art and ftratagem, and how iieccllkry it was 
to be wary, he ran his cavalry full at them, and tumbled in himfclfthe 
firll:, head foremoft into the marlli, where the Indians began to clofc 
■upon him, in order to feize him alive for facrifice. 

By great exertions, we got him, badly wounded, out of their 
hands, half drowned, and his poor fore head expofed and broken. As 
•this country is very populous, we found a village hard by, whither we 
went to take rep<jre and drefs the wounded. It was abandoned on our 
approach, but we hatl hardly beeu there a quarter of an hour when we 
were attacked with fuch violerice, that in thefiift onlet they killed one 
of our Ibldicrs and two horfes, and we had much to do to ilrive them 
off. All this time Rangel was complaining of his wounds and bruifes, 
and the mufquitos got about him in clouds. The vermin alio with 
which that country is infelled, bit him to fuch a degree that his life 
was infupportable, for he could get no reft day or night, and the rain 
fell incellantly. He, and fome of Garay's foldicrs whom he had brought 
witii him, feeing that nothing had been got but three very hard fought 
battles, and that eleven horfes and two foldicrs had been killed and ma- 
ny more wounded, ^’gan to grow very lick of the bulinefs, and to 
wilh to be quickly at home. But Rangel did not wilh to have it ap- 
pear that this retreat was a choice of his, and therefore fumnpoired a 
.council of fuch as he knew were of his own opinion. 

About twenty of us had at this time gone to fee if we could make 
any prifoners among fome gardens and plantations hard by ; we took 
five, and on my return Rangel called me alide and told me that the 
council had determined to retreat, dcliring me to bring over the reft to 
it. Having known the man before, I had a kindnefs for him. How 
fir, faid I to him can you now think of returning? What will Cortes 
and the world fay of you, when they hear of your retreat without cf- 

fedfing any thing in thcle two expeditions? You furcly cannot think of 

returning 
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returning till you have reached the hcad*town of thefc Indians! I will 
go forward on foot and reconoitre with the infantry, give my horfc to 
another foldier, and do you follow in the rear with the cavalry. By 
heavens cries out Rangel, for he was a very loud talker, Bernal Diaz 
gives good advice; the lot is caft and we will march on. This was ac- 
cordingly done, contrary. to the inclination of feveral, and we advanced 
in good order to Cimaton, the principal town, where we were faluted 
as ufual with a flight of arrows, and then, on entry, found it abandon* 
cd. . We burned it in part, and took feveral Indians whom we difmif- 
fed, defiring them to invite their neighbours to peace and amity; but 
thole we fent never returned to us. This enraged Rangel againfl: me, 
and he fwore I rtiould procure him Indians in the place of thole who 
had been liberated. To pacify him I was fain to go with thirty Ibidicrs, 
and we picked up feme among the marfhes, whom I brought to him and 
he difmiflki, in hopes of inducing the reft to come in, but without ef- 
fect. Thus ended the famous expedition againft the Zapotecans, and 
fuch was all the fame Rangel acquired in the wars. In two years after- 
wards we cffcifted the conqueft of thefe countries, the natives whereof 
were converted to our holy faith, through the grace of God, and the 
exertions of the reverend father Bartholome dc Olmedo, w ho poor man 
was at that time grown weak and infirm. Pity it was, for lie was an 
excellent miniftcr of the golpel. 

Cortes had now collected eighty thoufand crowns in gold, and 
a golden culverin, which he named the Phoenix, and had caufed to 
be made as a preient for the Elmpcror, was finifticd. It w^as a fuperb 
piece of workmanfhip. The following motto was engraved on it. 


** Efta Ave nacio lin par; Yo en fervir os fin f^iindo; 
“ Y VOS fin igual cn cl Mundo. 


The 
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“ TTie immortal jPhccnix pcerlefs fwteps the air; 
“ To Charles is given boundlefs rule to bear; 

Zealous fo ronquer, at my King's command*^ 
' ' in mv rcrvices unrivalled (land. 


i'his {' dem wa. J : ♦ fvj r,>'*-opc under the care of Diego dc Soto.. 
I .un nea certain ii J. u ’ Ribeni, formerly fecretary to Cortes, went 
with ii. 1 always thought him a bad kind of man, from what I ob- 
ferved in him at play, either with cards or dice: befides this he had 
many ill qualities. > 

He however was fent to Cailillc, and took a fum of money with 
him for the general’s father; which money he appropriated to his own 
ufc, and then, unmindful of the obligations he had received, /aid much 
ill of Cortes; and being vejy flippant and fluent of fpeech, and having 
been ius fecretary, he obtained credit for what he faid, and combining 
with the Bi/hop of Burgos and others, did him much harm; and 
would have done more had it not been for the interference of the Duke 
of Bcjar, who protected Cortes on account of a treaty of marriage which 
was then on foot, between our general and a niece of that Duke, na- 
med Donna Juana dc Zuniga. This, combined with ihc fcafonable ar- 
rival of the prefent, gave a favourable turn to the affairs of Cortes. 

In regard to the golden Phoenix, I muft obferve, that the motto 
gave great ofKince to many, as they thought it prefumption in Cortes 
to fay he had no equal in his ferviccs. But his friends ju/lly defended 
him ; for who had extended fo far the fame and power of his Majcffy, 
or brought fo many thoufands of fouls to the dominion of our holy 
church? They alfo did not forget us his a/Tociates, but declared that wc 
alfo were intitled to honours and emoluments, having earned them, as 
the Caflillian nobility did thole enjoyed by their defeendants. 

Ddd As 
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As to the culverin* it went no fancier than the city of Seville i his 
Majefty was pleai^ to make a prclent of it to Don Fntnciico dc los 
Cobos, commoidador major of Leon, wHb melted it down. Its value 

amounted to twenty thou^d ducats. 

>» 

A fuit was commenced by Martin Cortes againll Ribera, on ac- 
count of the mon^ of which the latter had defrauded him. While it 
was yet. pending, and as Ribera was on a journey, he flopped to dine 
at the town of Cadahalfa, where, eating feme broiled meat, he fell 
down dead fuddcnly, and without confcfHon. God pardon his fins ! 
Asnen. 

Cortes continued to rebuild and cmbellifh the city of Mexico. It 
was now as well peopled by the natives as it had ever been before. He 
gave them privileges, exempting them from all tribute to his Majefly 
until their houfes were completed^ as alfo the caufeways, bridges, pub- 
lic edifices, and aquedud:s. In the Spanifli quarter churches and hof- 
pitals were created, under the care of the good father Bartholome de 
Olmedo, as vicar and fuperior. This reverend . father had alfo efla- 
blifhed an hofpital for the natives, to whom he paid the utmofl 
attention. 

In compliance with our petition to his Majefly, as formerly rela- 
ted, Don Francifeo dc los Angeles, general of the Francifeans, fent 
twelve of his order under the vicarage of father Martin de Valencia. 
Amongfl them came father Toribio de Motolinea j this firname, the 
meaning of which is, the poor brother, was given him by the Mexicans, 
becaufe all that he got in chsu’ity he diflributed in the fame manner, and 
was frequently without a morfel to eat. He alfo always went barefoou 
ed, and wore a tattered habit, and. conflantly preaching to the natives, 
was very popular among them. As foon as Cortes was informed of 
their arrival at Villa Rica, he gave diredlions for the road to Mexico to 
be put in good order, houfes to be built at proper flations for them to 
refrefh in, and the inhabitants of all the towns to go out to receive them 

with 
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with reverence, ringing the befls, bearing crucifixes and lighted wax 
candles, and the Spaniards to kneel down and kifs their hands. When 
they approached Mexico, he went out to meet them and as foon as they 
appeared, Cortes threw himfclf from his horfe to kifs the hands of the 
reverend vicar. When the natives favv the general on his knees to thole 
reverend fathers, with bare feet and in tattered habits, they were ado- 
nifhed, and confidering them as goiis, they all followed his example* 
and have continued to do fo ever fincc. 

Cortes at this time thought it neceflaiy to inform his Majedy of 
his proceedings in the converdon of the natives, the rebuilding of the 
city, and the expedition which he had lent againd the province of Hon- 
duras under the command of De Oli, who had deferted, and embraced 
the party of Velafqucz, on which account he had determined to fend a 
force againd him. He alfo complained of the proceedings of Vclafquez, 
and of the injury his Majedy's fcrvice liad fudained thereby, as alfo by 
the partiality of the Bifhop of Burgos. He remitted at the fame time 
thirty thoufand crowns in gold to his Majedy’s treafury, and lamented 
the unfortunate ededts of thofe abufes, as having prevented him from 
making an ampler contribution of gold. He at the fame time com- 
plained of one Rodrigo de Albornos, contador in Mexico, who afper- 
fed him from private motives, bccauic he had refufed to give him in 
marriage the daughter of the Indian lord of Tcfcuco, adding that he 
underdood that this Albornos was attached to the intcred of the Bifhop 
of Burgos, and was accudomed to write to him in cyphers* 

At this time the news of the bifhop’s removal had not reached 
Mexico. Albornos, before mentioned, fent by the fame vcflel his accu- 
fations againd Cortes, charging him with levying cxcefllve contribu- 
tions of gold for his own ulc. That he.w'as fortifying cadlcs, and mar- 
rying the daughters of great lords to his private foldiers, infinuating 
that Cortes was endeavouring to fet himfclf up as an ittdependent king, 
and drongly reprefenting the necedity of fending an officer with a great 
force, to fupercede him. Thefe letters came to the hands of the Bifhop 
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of Burgd^, wiio laid them before the wRole junto of the enemies of Cor> 
te», ard this new matter was immediately brought before hi« Majcfly. 
Thty cofmpiained of the j>artlality which they aliedged was (hewn to- 
wards him ori former occadons, and his Magcfty, deceived by thefe 
sKifreprefentations, which were enforced by the bold and lofty tone of 
Ntirtfaesif, n<iw ilTued an order for the admiral of St. Domingo to go with 
fijf hundred (bldtcrs to arrcll Cortes, and make him anfwer if he found 
him culpable, with his head. AKb to punilh all thofe of us who had 
been concerned in the attack upon Narvaez. As an encouragement, 
this ofiiGer was promifed the admiralty of New Spain, the right of which 
was now under litigation in the courts. 

« 

The admiral, either from want of money, or being apprehenfive 
of ferious confequenccs from committing himfelf againd fo able and fo 
fuccefsful a leader as Cortes, delayed fetting out upon his expedition fo 
long, that it gave time to the friends and agents of Cortes to make a 
full explanation of the circumdanccs, and alfo of the condu<5t of Albor- 
nos, to the Duke of Bejar, who immediately went to wait upon the 
Kmperor , to reprefent the true (late of the ca(e, and to oiler his life as 
a fecurity for the loyalty and good condu<^ of Coites. 

His Majeily being upon due coniideration convinced of the judice 
of our cauie, determined to fend a perfon of high quality and found 
judgment, and one who feared the Lord, to hold a fupreme court of 
judice in New Spain. Such a peribn he found iti the licentiate Luis 
Ponce de Leon, couiin to the count Don Martin de Cordova. To him 
his Majcdy intruded the buiinefs of enquiry into the conduct of Cortes, 
with full power to inflidt the greated punifhment, in cafe he (hould 
find him guilty. It was however two years and an half before this 
gentleman arrived in New Spain. 

I have now gone beyond the date of my narrative two ycirs in ad- 
vance, to inform the reader of this circumdancej and 1 may now alfo 
mention, that during the viceroyalty of Don Anthonio de Mendoza, 

that 
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that moft ilUiftrious noblcmant woflhy of eternal memory and heavenly 
glory, for his wi/e and juif governmeot,, this fame Albomos wrote 
ilanderous and malignant letters of htm, as 'he had done before of Cor- 
tes. The letters which related to Dm Anthonio were all returned from 
Caflillc, into the hands of That nobleman, and when he had read them, 
with all the pcrfonal abule of himfclf that they contained, he font for 
Albornos, and (hewing them to him, faul in his miki and (low man- 
ner of fpeaking, “whenever you choofc to make me the fubjt'<ft of 
•* your letters to his Majefly, mind that in future you teil the truthj 
** and now go about your bu(inefs, for a knave as you arc.” Thus he 
left the contador, overwhelmed with confudon. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Expedition oj Cortes to Higueras, 


JE^E OLl I have already mentioned a$ having revolted. When Cor- 
tes received intelligence of this, it made him very penfive ; but as he 
was one not to be trifled with in fuch cafes, he determined to fend a 
gentleman who was his relation, by name Francifeo de las Cafas, 
with five (hips, and one hundred well provided foldiers, having with 
them fome of the original veteran conquerors of Mexico. 

Las Cafats let out from the port of Vera Cruz, with his good fhips, 
and his pennants flying, and with fair wmds arrived at the bay named 
El Triumpho dc la Cruz, where De Oli had eflablifhed his poll. Al- 
though Las Cafas hoifled the fignal of peace, De OH determined upon 
making refiflance, and embarking a number of foldiers in two armed 
vcflcls, he lent them to oppofe Las Cafas, who being a brave man was 
determined to land at all events ; he therefore ordered out his boats and 
arming them with fwivels and mufquetry, attacked the other party, and 
funk one of their veflels, killing four foldiers and wounding many. 
When Dc Oli law this he thought it advifable to propofc terms of peace, 
for a confiderable part of his foldiers were detached up the country, in 
iearch of another body of troops which was making conquefls there, 
about the river Pechin. This lafl mentioned party was commanded by 
a Captain Gil Gonzalez de Avila. 

De Oli as I have already related being in expedlation of the return 
of his detachment, wifhed for ’ik truce with Las Cafas, which the latter 
for his misfortune agreed to, and remained at fca, partly in the inten- 
tion 
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tion of looking out for fome difcmbarkation, and partly 

induced by letters from the friendiW^ Cortes who were in the troops 
commanded by De Oli. On that night a hard gale fprung up, by 
which our vcflels were driven on (hore and entirely loft, with above 
thirty of the foldiers. The reft were made prifoners, after being two 
days without food, and almoft dying with cold, being thoroughly foak- 
ed in the (alt water and with rain which at that (eaibn fell very heavily. 
De Oli was very triumphant on this occafion. He made his prifoners 
fwear fidelity to him againfi: Cortes, rcleafing them all except Las Cafas. 
The parties he had fent out againft Gonzalez de Avila returned about 
this time. It {eems that Avila came there as governor of Golfo Dolce, 
and had founded a town which he named St, Gil de Buena Vifta. De 
Oli on hearing of it lent his troops againft him,' who in their firft attack 
had taken Avila prifoncr, killed his nephew, and alfo eight of his fol- 
diers. De Oli was now in great ftate with two captains as his prifo- 
ners, and that ail m^^ht know his valour which certainly was very great 
fo far as his own perfon was concerned, he wrote a full account of his 
exploits to his friend Vclafquez. He afterwards marched up the coun- 
try to a place called Naco, in a very populous diftridt, the whole of 
which is now deftroyed. While De Oli remained here, he lent out 
troops on different excurfions ; among others he lent a party under one 
Captain Briones who was the firft to inftigate him to revolt. He was 
a f^itious fellow, and the lower parts of his cars had been cut trff, as 
he ufed to tdl us, for refufing, together with other officers, to furren- 
dcr themfeivcs in a certain fortrefs. This man was afterwards hanged 
in Guatimala for mutiny. To return to my narrative, intelligence came 
to Dc Oli, that Briones with his whole body had revolted from him. 
and gone to New Spain, which turned out to be the cafe. 

Las Cafas and Dc Avila being at large, though prifoners, for Dc 
Oli Was too brave to be unt^r any apprehenfions. from them, concerted 
a plan with fbme foldiers to put him to death, the fignal for which was 
to be the words, “Tome, friends of the King and Cortes, kill the ty- 
rant!** Cafas^half in jeft as it were, and laughing, then afked 

him 



C 39 « ) 

Kim ibr liberty to return to Cortd||||M De 0)i replied, tint Ke 
win too Kappy to have ib brave Ibr his companion, and did not 
cfaoofe.^D part with him. “Then/* (aid Las Caias in the (ame man- 
ner, **take care that one of the(e days I do not kill you.** All this the 
other eextitdered as a joke; but the meafures were taken, and one night 
after ifopper, when the cloths were taken away, and the ^rvants and 
pages had (at down in their apartment, as Juan Nunez de Mercado and 
other ibldiers of the party of Cortes, Las Csfas, and Avila, were con- 
vtrfingwith Dc Oli upon the aflairs of Mexico, and the fortune of 
Cones, he being entirely unfufptcious of their deiigns, the confpirators 
fttddenly drew out penknives and fell upon him. Las Cafas feizing 
him by the beard made a cut at his throat, and the others gave him fe- 
vcral wounds ; but fuch was his (hrength and aftivity of body, that he 
efeaped out of their hands for the prefent, calling aloud to his people 
for ailiilance, but they were all too buHly employed at their fuppers to 
hear him. He then fled, and concealed himfelf among fomc bufhes, 
in hopes of afliflance. Nfeny were in the zSt of coming to him for the 
purpofc, but were deterred by the cries of Las Cafas not to affift the ty- 
rant, bat to rally on the fide of their • King, and his general Cortes. 
They ■firll hefltated, and then obeyed; and Las Cafas immediately gave 
notice, that whoever knew where Dc Oli was, and did not immediately 
reveal It, (hould fufler dhiath. Information was icon given, in confe- 
quence df which he 4vas made prifoner, and, by fentence of the two 
captains, beheaded in town of Naco, thus paying with his life for 
having followed evil counfels;. being a very bfav^ man, but of no fore- 
light. Cortes had conferred many favours on hhn j he held a commif- 
flon of Maeftre de Campo, had valuable eftatet, and was married to 
Donna Philippa de Ararya, a handfonic Portugueze lady, by whom he 
had one daughter. 

Las Cafes and Avila being now free and tlteir enemy dead, joined 
their aroops together, and ad:ed in concert. Las Cafes colonized Trux- 
ilioin Bfliemadura; Avilaient a tfieflage to his lieutenant in Buena 
Yilb, Qrderiqg himiooranain-as lie was, and that he Ihould Ihortly 

receive 
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receive, reinforcemeikt» which Hht wM^gotng to requeft from 
Mexi^. The two captains having fet <wt iot that city, 1 
take my kayc of them for the piefent. 

Curtcs» in fomc months aftcr^hc departure of Las OdaSt hegaii 
to grow apprehdniive of a difader ; not that be 'entertained the lea(l doubt 
of the valour or conduct of that ofHcer, but he repented* under the 
cumilanccs of the cafe, that he had not taken the command him^f' 
lie was alfo anxious to examine the ftatc of that province* mop: ef|»p> 
ci^ly Its mines, and for thefe rcafons now determinedT to fet out upon 
lus journey thither. He appointed a good garrifon to take chaige of 
the city of Mexico during his ab(en«* and provided the difierent polls 
with artillery* Icav ing as his deputies in the government, the treafurer 
Alonzo de Ellrada* and the contador Albornoz'.'TCortes did not know 
the lecrct fervices the latter had been rendering liim*at court,* or he pro- 
bably .would not have left him in power* although 6n the other hand 
It IS podlblc* that he could not have avoided it* He appointed the li- 
centiate Zuazo alguazil major of the city* and as alguaziL major and 
agent in his private concerns* Rodrigo de Paz* To thclc he (Irongly • 
infilled on the lhrii< 5 lell attention, both to- the interell of jus Majclly, znA 
the conversion of the natives. This he ^fo recommended to the worthy 
fathcrS'Motolinea and Olmedo, both holy meu* » 

Ml ’F 

In order to deprive the Mexicans of Ihould at- 
tempt to rife, be him Gua^ojbiiiU the late king* the chief 

of Tacuha* Velarquez <ah Indian and captain under Guatimotzin* and 
feveral others. .There alfo witH us Pra Juan de las Varillas* ano- 
ther clergyman* t^ fathers, Flemings, and good theologians, 

to preach the faithVafid Ihe captains De Sandoval ittid Luis Marin, with 
many other cavajicrs. The fuitc, or officers who attended the perlbn 
of Cortes were as followsi'A leeward and pay mailer, a keeper of tihe'plate, 
a major domo, l^wo hou^old, 4 butler* a confeii^ioner, 

a chamberlain, a phy^cian, ,a wrgeon^^.^ jqjftplj ^ ofpages of his hoult> 
hold, ambngR whom was.rl>; ‘ Francilbo jb a|terward$ captam*^ 
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In Yucatan* two armour bearers^ eight grooms* two falconers., five 
fhulidans, a ilage dancer* a jugler and puppet player, a mailer of the 
Kol’ic, .three Spanifh muleteci^. The general brought a great fervicc of 
gold ^d' ifilver plate,, and a large drove of fwinc for his table followed 
feeding by the way. Three thoufand Mexican warriors attended their 

chiefs* belides a numerous train of domellics. 

■*< . 

When the party was on the point of fetting out, the fa(5lor Salazar, 
and the vccdor Chirinos, either feeing or aflPc<5ling to fee much danger 
likely to refult from Cortes quiting the feat of government, and finding 
illb that they had not hcerwlcft in any ftation during his abfence, remon- 
Aratcd with him, biit finding it to be to no purpofc, they then requefted 
permiffion to accompany him as far as Guacacualco. To this he gave 
his confent, and they accordingly let out. Cortes was received in all 
the places fipon his way with fuch pomp and rejoicing as is not in my 
power to defcribc. Above fifty foldicrs and ftraggling travellers newly 
arrived from Caftille joined him upon the road, and the general divided 
his troops in two parties, until their arrival at Guacacualco, for the 
greater convenience of obtaining provifions. 

a 

During the journey, the vccdor a<id fa<51;or kept thcmfcivcs clofe 
to Cortes, efpecially^he latter, playing a hundred tricks of fcrvility and 
obfequioufnefs, an<Leyciy w^ he fpqke, he was cap in hand, and 
with his fluent fpeech, atid fihooth words, as it were trying to get him 
back to Mexico, and exprefimg his folicitude for his fafety. Somo- 
tiihes when he was riding by the fide of the general .he would fing, 
“ Ay tio bolvamonos, ay tio bolvamonos.*' Then Cortes would laugh 
at him and reply finging. 


** Adclantc mi fobrino, adclante mi fobrino, 

** Y no crcais in agueros, que fisra lo que dios quifiere. 
*V Adclante mi fobrino. . , 
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Oh good .uncle let u|||retum. 

“ Forwj^rd, dear ncphcyr’ forward, 

“ Trull in God and never heed auguries. 


Quitting the fubje<5l of our fa(5lor and his delicate fpccchcs, I have 
now" to mention how a marriage took place on the arrival 'of the party 
at the town of Ojeda, which is near that of Orizava, between our lin- 
guiil Donna Marina, and Juan Xaramillo. The next place they came 
to was Guazpaltepeque, in the dillri<5b of Sandoval. As foon as intch 
ligcnce reached Guacacualco of the advance of Cortes to Guazpaltcpcque, 
all the Spaniards of that fcttlement came thirty tlirec leagues to receive 
him. This I mention that the reader may fee what fear and refpc£t he 
was held in by us. Proceeding beyond the place lall mentioned, intrrof-* 
ing a large river, fortune began to frown upon us, for three of our ca- 
noes overfet, whereby fomc^platc* and other valuables were loll, fpr 
that river is fo full of alligators that there was no recovering any thing. 
Palling llluta, when we came to the river by Guacacualco we found 
three hundred canoes fallcned two and two to carry us over ; here wc 
were received under triumphal arches, and with various fellivities repre- 
fenting ikirmilhes of ChriAians and Moors, together with fireworks 
and other (hows of that kind. . 

' I '.I .r 

Here Cortes remained fix days, during which time the fat^lor was 
continually founding in his cars the burthen of his oltl long. He allb 
told him of Iccret pradlices of the contador and the treafurer, who boall- 
cd that he was the fon of his catholic Majclly, and in fliorf a numlicr 
of llorics, the drift of all which was, to induce Cortes to fupercede the 
prelent deputies, and put him, and the vecdor, in their places. In this 
he too well fucceeded ; for by his arts he obtained from the general a 
deputation for himfclf |;nd his alTociate the veedor, to hold the govern- 
ment of Mexico, in cafe they Ihould judge that the prclent deputies 
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i&iled jii|| thev d^<y. Thefeii^igiits cattfcd much trbuble afterw^s 
as i will .relai^ proper time. Tha- reverend father bla- 
iril^^pftes for what be had.3nie, and forefaw the confequenccs that 
follow^, i The veedor and .fa<Stor now took their leaves, with fucb teh- 
dehi<^8^ap|4 afie<^ion». the latter pretending to fob and cry with forrow 
at pairing, that it was ridiculous to fee it. The fellow had by the tricks 
of his, fnehd Valiente the fecretary, got at that time in his pocket the 
documents Jic wanted for the furtherance of his views in Mexico, of 
which .as I before obferved I will fay no more for the prefent, but con- 
tinue the narrative of our painful journey, for I left this place with the 
general, and attended him throughout. 


Cortes now ient orders to one of his major domos, Simon de Cu- 
enca, at Villa Rica, tp freight two light vellels with bifeuit of maiz, 
(for at that time there was no wheat in New Spain,) fix pipes of wine, 
oil, vinegar, pork, iron, and other nctxfliiry articles, and to proceed 
with them along the coaft, nor th ward, until he fhould receive further 
directions. The general jthen ordered all the fettlcrs of Guacacualco 
who were, fit for fejrvice to join his expedition. I have already mention- 
ed how this colony was fbrmed. out .of the moft refpcCkable hidalgos, 
and ancient conquerors of the country; dnd now that we had reafon to 
expeCt to be left in quiet *ppf!e0ion of our hard earned properties, our 


houfes and farms,, w^ W;Pl^.<>hliged to - undertake an hoililc expedition 
. to the di^nce of five btindri^ leagues and whiejh tqok jup the time of 
above two years and a dared would 
it avail us. We therefore armed ourfelvcs, and rnounting our horfes, 
joined the expedition, making in the wfiolc above two hundred and 
fifty veterans, of whom one hundred and thirty were cavalry, befidcs 
many Spaniards newly arrived frpm Europe. 


■ ^ ij'. V ' ' ' 

- 1 was immediately ordered to nriarcb ^4hc^he?d-^ Spaniards 
and;'threc thoufand Mexicans, ' to, a d^]ri<^ nam^.<§in(uuan, which was 
in rebdUion, with diredions to qimrter my troiips.v'pn the natives, and 
if I found them fubrniflive^ to do no. fiirther injuiy* but if refraCtory, 

they 



they were to be fummoned iiticUigibly, three times, in pieience dP a 
royal notary and proper witnefles, and i^^cafe th^ pernfted, t wafe to 
make war on, and compel them to The orders which; I re** 

ceived from the general I now have in my poCfcilion, iigned and i^led 
by him, and counterfigned by his fccretary, A. Valiente. 1 found the 
people peaceable, but in a few months after, in c6nfcqucncc.of the fet- 
tlcrs of Guacacualco being withdrawn, they broke out again. Howe- 
ver they being in the Hate that 1 have mentioned, I made no delay, but 
fet out with my detachment to rejoin Cortes at Iquinapa. 

The general, with the reft of his tmops, leaving Guacacualco, 
proceeded to Tonala, crofled a river to Ayaqiialulco, crofled another river., 
apd, feven leagues diilant an ami of the fca, upon a bridge of half a 
quarter of a league in length ; a moft ailonifhing work in fuch a (itua- 
tion, and conftru^lcd by the natives of the country under the infpedtion 
of two captains, fettlcrs of Guacacualco. They then proceeded to a large 
river named Mazapa, which flows by Chiapa, and is named by mari- 
ners Rio de dos Bocas ; this they crofled in double canoes; and proceed- 
ing through Tome villages, capic to Iquinapa, where my detachment 
joined them. -Wc then crofled another river on wooden bridges, alfo 
an' arm of the Tea, and came to a great town named Copilco, where the 
province of Chontalpa begins, which ^was vdry populous, covered with, 
plantations of cocoa; and prrfed;ly tranquiL 

* 

From Copilco wfr-rnarched to Nicaxuxuica, and to Zagutan, paf- 
fing another river, in- which the general loft fome articles of his bag- 
gage. The laft mentioned town, was found by us in a ftate of peace, 
but the inhabitants fled during the night. Cortes ordered patties out 
<0 fearch the woods and, make prifoners, which was a very inconfidcratc 
thing, and produdlive of badconfcquences; we found, it is true, after 
much trouble, feven chiefs* and fomc others, but they all made their 
efcape from us again during the night, and wc were thus left withoiu 
guides.. At this period arrived at our quarters fifty canoe s from Tabafeo, 
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loo^ with proviiions, alfo fome firpm a* place named Teapan in my 
cncPmieoda. 

f 

. ’ * ' I > 

We proceeded on our jnarch to Tepetitan and Iztapa, cro^ng a 
great river named Chilapa, at which we were detained four days mak- 
ing^ barks. 1 propofcd to Cortes, to fend five of our Indian guides to a 
town of the fame name, which 1 underflood to be on the banks of this 
riW, to defire the people to aflifl us with their canoes. Cortes afrentcd, 
and it was done; we procured fix large canoes, and alfo provifions. We 
were four days in palling. 

from this we went on to Tepetitan which was depopulated and 
burnt, in confcqucncc of a civil war. For three days of o.ur march 
from the river of Chilapa, our horfes were almofl conflantly up to the 
girths in the marfhy grounds which we had to pafs. Wc then reached 
a place named Iztapa, the inhabitants of which had fled. We fent in 
fearch of them, and feveral chiefs and others were brought in, who be- 
ing treated kindly, made the general a prefent of fomc trifling articles in 
gold. We halted here for three days on account of the plenty of com 
and grafs; Cortes alfo approved of it for the feite of a colony, it being 
furrounded by many towns which^might be attached to it as dependen- 
cies. From the travelling merchants here', Cortes obtained information 
as to his future rou^t pre^udng tp'^them a snap painted on cloth, 
whereon was reprefentod the wtoy which he was to take to reach Huy- 
acala, ^which means great Acaila; it being fb calldlto diflinguifh it from 
another place of that name. They told him t hat ' .the way he was to 
take was much interfered by rivers, and that in.order to reach a plaice 
named Tamaztepeque, three days . joum^' diflant, three rivers' and an 
arm of the lea were to be crolTcd. The general in confequence; gave or- 
ders to the chiefs to conflrur bridges at the proper places, and alfo to 
bring canoes ; neither of which .was obeyed. , 

. > The thrtr days which tlw natives alTured .us the journey would 
take up« turned out to be no kfs ‘than feven; but they fucccodcd in 
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getting rid of us, and wc fet* out, provida) only with rooiled maiz 
and roots fuiKcient for three days^ We were obliged to conftru£t bridg- 
es of timber, at which all laboured from the general downwards^ which 
detained us three days, during which time we had nothing tp eat blit 
a certain wild plant named yiiexqucxqiic, which inflames the mouth 
and tongue. When wc had croflc^l this inlet we found no road what- 
ever, and we were obliged to open t)ur way througfi the woods, as it 
were, fword in hand. After labouring thus for two days in liopes of' 
reaching the place which wc were in firarch of, we became totally in 
dcfpair. The trees were fo thick that wc could not fee the fun, and 
when wc afeended to the top of one wc could not difeover to any dif- 
tance. Of our three guides alfo two had fled, and the third was inca- 
pable of rendering any fcrvice. • Gortes, whole R*fources wen: inexhaiifl- 
iblc, guided himfelf by a mariners compifs, and by his Indian map, 
according'to which, the town we were in quef^ of, lay to the caft. 
Cortes himfelf was However forced to acknowledge, that if wc were 
one day more without difcovcring it, he did not know what wc 
fhould do. 

Fortunately we at this time perceived the remains of trees which 
had been formerly cut, and alfo a fmall lane or path, and Lopez the 
pilot and 1 returned to report our difeovery to th^ general. Our news 
revived the fpirits of the anpy* and we pulhed forward to a village on 
the oppofitc fide of a river, -where, though'^ the inhabitants had aban- 
doned it, we found fuflicicncy of pr6vifions.for ourfelves and our horfes. 
Parties were imzhediately lent out in queft of the natives, ar.u they foon 
returned, bringing wkh them many chiHs and priefts, who being well 
treated, procured us a plentiful Tupply of provifions, and pointed out. 
our way to Izguantepeque, which was three days journey, or fixteen 
leagues difiant from this town.of Tamaztepeque. During our journey 
hither we loft our ftage danckr by fatigue, as alfo three of the newly 
arrived Spaniards, and many of the Mexicans were left to die upon the 
road. It came alfo to b^ difeovered that fomc of their chiefs had feized 
two or three of the natives’ of. the places through which wc paflTcd, and 
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concealed them with the baggage, until through hunger they had killed 
and, eaten them, drefling the bodies in their manner, which is, by a 
kind of oven made with heated Hones which are put under ground. 
On ent^uiiy it was allb found out, that they had done the fame with two 
of our guides who had fled from us, but were retaken. Cortes fevercly 
reprehended all thofc concerned, and one. of the reverend father Fran- 
cilans pr^ched a holy and wile Icrmon on the occafion, after which, 
by .way of example, the general caufed one againfl whom it was mofl 
clearly proved to be burnt j for though all were equally guilty, yet in 
the prefent circumllanccs one example was judged fufficient. As for 
our poor mulkians with their inftruments, their fackbuts, and dulci- 
rners, they felt the lofs of the regales and feafts of Caflillc, and no ./ 
their harmony was flopt, excepting on^ only, whom the foldiers ufed 
to curfe whenever he flruclc^up, faying it was maiz and not mufic that 
they wanted. vSomc perfons have alked me how it happened that lince 
neccflity has no law, we did not, rather than flarve, lay our handa on 
the herd of pigs which Cortes brought with him. To this I reply that 
they were not within our fight pr reach, aiid*the general’s llcw’ard, who 
w'as a fly artful fellow^ faid that they had all been eaten by the alliga- 
tors in eroding the river. But in reflity they had them four days march 
behind the army. On our route^-we made erodes in the living trees, 
and put inferiptions on them faying, ‘“.here pafled Cortes, and his army 
** at fuch a time. 

The Indians of Taihaztepeque Cent forward .^fo, our next flation, 
Ciguatepccad, to inform the people of om approaph^ and remove their 
apprehenfions. They alfo, to the number of twenty attended us thither, 
where, being arrived and halted, Cortes was, anxious to. know the courfe 
of a large river which flows by that town. Upon . enquiry he found 
that it difeharged itfclf in certain inlets of the fca, near^the towns named 
Gueyatafla, and Xicalango, and thereby he thought that he could 
conveniently fend two Spaniards to the north doafl, to obtain informa- 
tion xel^ivu to his fhips.» One pf .med^gers was Francifeo dc 
Medifia, to whom he gave a joint Cj^iniflion o? captam with Simon de 
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Cuenca, his officer whom he hUd employed to freight and command 
the ihips. Dc Medina was an able and diligent man, and well ac- 
»]uainted with the country ; it would have been better however on the 
preient occaiion if he hail not been entrufted wuth Inch powers; as will 
appear. De Medina having gone down the river to meet the veillls, and 
having arrived at Xicalongu where they were at anchor, waiting to hear 
from Cortes, prcl'ented the general’s letters to Cuenca, and alfo pro- 
duced his own commiffion as captain. /\ difputc immediately enfued 
between thefe two officers relative to the chief command, and each being 
lujiported by a party, they had rccourfe to arms, and fought until there 
were not eight Spaniards on both fides left alive. Wlien the neighbour- 
ing Indians perceived this they fell upon the furvivors, put them to 
death, and deftroyed the two fliips, fo that we did nc't, for two years 
and a half, know what was become of them. 

VVe were informed at our prefent quarters, that the town of Gucy- 
acala was dirtant three days march from us, and that our way was aerols 
deep rivers and trembling marches. Cortes accordingly fent two Ibldiers 
to examine them, who, founding and trying the rivcri>, came b-iek .uul 
reported that they were paffiible by conftrudling w'oodcn bridges acrofs 
them, but as to the marflics, which lay more diflant, and which were 
the mod material, they made no examination at all. Cortes alfo lent 
me and one (?onzalo de Mexia forward to Gueyacala, with fome guides 
who oflercd themfelves from our prefent quarters. We fet out accord- 
ingly, but in the night our Indians left us, for it feemed that the t\\'o 
nations were at war, and we were now forced to rely entirely cjn our- 
fclves. When we arrived at the firft town belonging to the diflrict of 
tJueyacala, which is the chief over about twenty others, the inhabitants 
of it rticwed fome figns of jealoufy, but we foon reconciled them. This 
diflridl is much interfedfed by lakes, rivers, and trembling marflics. 
Some of the dependent towns are in iflands, and all the communication 
is by canoes. We invited the chiefs to go and wail upon Cortes, hut 
this they declined on account of the hoflility between the two nations. 
It feems that on the firft day of our arrival they had no idea of our force, 
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but on the next they had received furthA* intdligence concerning it, and 
treated us with more deference. Th^ promifed that they would provide 
every aiooomodation for our people on their arrival, and while we were 
engaged in difeourfe with them on theie fubje^ts, two Spaniards fent 
hy Cortes brought me letters, wherein he ordered, that I fhould within 
three’ days meet him with all the proviHons that I could collect, for 
that he had been deferred by the natives, and was on his way to Ouey- 
acala without any neceflaries whatever. Thefe Spaniards alfo informed 
me, that four of our foldiers who had been detached by Cortes higher 
up the river had not returned, and were fuppofed to be murdered, as 
afterwards appeared to be the cafe. 

Cortes purfued his march, and was for four days employed in con- 
fh'udting his bridge acrofs the great river, during which time the army 
fufiered dreadfully from hunger, having left their laft quarters without 
any provifions whatever. Some old foldiers cut down trees refcmbling 
the palm, and procured nuts which they roailed and eat. * A very poor 
refource for fo many. On the night that the bridge was finished I arri> 
ved with one hundred and thirty loads of com, honey, fruit, and fait, 
and eighty fowls. It was dark, and Cortes had made mention of his 
cxpedlation of my arrival. The coniequmce was, that the foldiers 
waited for me, and immediately laid violent hands on every atom of 
provliions which I had brought, not leaving any thing for Cortes or 
the other officers. The genera’s fieward and mt^or domo cried out, 
** this is for the general,** and **'do not touch "^lat,** but it was to no 
avail, the foldiers faid that the general and the'others had been eating 
their hogs, while the poor foldiers were famifhing, and neither entrea- 
ties nor arguments could induce them to leave him fo much as a Tingle 
load of com. Cortes lofi all patience when he heard of it, and fwore 
that he would make enquiry and punifh thofe who had committed the 
outrage, and wlio had talked about the hogs. But he foon found that 
this was merely crying in the defert. He then blamed me, but 1 told 
him that a guard fhould have hem ap^nted to receive the provifions 
whtih they woe brought in, for. thst. hunger knows no law. As he 
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favv there was no remedy he retlirncd to mc» and. Captain De Amdoval 
being preient, addiellcd me with good words faying, my dear friend 
*' Del Caflillo I am furc tlrat you have left fomething behind you on 
*' the road for yourfclf and our friend here; do let us go together, and 
" pemiit me to (hare it with you." Sandoval alfo faid that he vowed to 
his God he had not fo much as a handful of maiz. When thus ap- 
plied to I could not refufe them. “Well," faid I, “when the 
** fulJicrs arc all ana.*p, come with me, and take (hares of what 1 pro- 
** vided for myfclf and thofc with me j" which was, twelve loads of 
nuiz, twenty fowls, three jars of honey, fruits, and fait; 1 had alfo 
fomc women to make bread. They both thanked and embraced me, 
and fo we c(caped famine for this time. Cortes enquired how the reve- 
rend fathers had fared, but there was no caulc of apprehenfion for 
them, as each foldier gave them a portion of what he had obtained. 
Such arc the hardfhips attendant upon expeditions in unexplored coun- 
tries ! our general, feared as he was by the foldiers, had his proviflons 
pillaged, and was in danger of (larving, and Captain Dc Sandoval 
would not truft any one, but went himlclf to get his ration from me. 
On continuing our march, when we had advanced about a league from 
the river, we came to thofe defperatc trembling marlhcs. Here our hor- 
fes ^re near- being all fmothered; but as the diftance was not above 
half a bow (hot between the firm ground on each (ide, we contrived to 
draw them through it by main force, and when we had gotten acrofs, 
after returning thanks to God, Cortes fent to Gu^acala for a frcfli fup- 
ply of provi(io^s, of which he took care not to be plundered as on the 
former occa(ion, and on the enfuing day the whole of onr party arrived, 
at an early hour, in the town of Gueyacala, where the chiefs attended, 
and had made ample preparations for our reception. 

Cortes, having done whatever was nccclTaiy to conciliate the good 
will of thefe people, enquired of them relative to his future march, and 
alfo, if they had ever received any intelligence of (liips being on the 
coafl;, or of any (^dement of Europeans there. They told him, that 
at the diftance of eight days journey there were many men with beards 
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like durielveSf who had horfes, and thfcc flbiips with tliem. They alfo 
furniflted him with a map of his route, and of&red their ailiftancc du* 
ring the. march ; but in anfwer to his demand that they would open the 
way for us, they reprefented to him the difobcdience of fome of their 
dependencies, and expreiled their wifhes to reduce them to fubmilTion 
by our n^eans. This duty he gave to Diego de Mazariegos, a relation 
of the treafurer Alonzo de EHrada, as a compliment to him, and call- 
ing me afide, he defired that I would attend him upon the occafion as 
his counlellor, from my experience in the af&irs of the country. This 
I fliould not now mention, nor do I as a boaft, but it is my duty as an 
hiftorian, and further, it was well known to the whole army, and his 
Majcfty was informed of it in the letters written to him by Cortes. 
About eighty of us went with Mazariegos upon this occalion. When 
we arrived, we found the diftridl in the beft difpofition poUiblc; the 
chiefs returned with us to wait on Cortes, and brought with them a moH 
plentiful fupply of provisions. In about four days after this, all the 
native chiefs deferted us, and we were left with only three guides, to 
purfuc our route, which we did, croiling two rivers, to another town 
in the dillridt of Gueyacala, which wc found abandoned. 

Here was the feene of the death of Guatimotzin, lad native king 
of the Mexicans. It appeared that a plot had been entered into by this 
unfortunate man, together with many others of his nobility, to murder 
the Spaniards, and return to Mexico i and that on their arrival, they 
intended to make a junction of all their forces, and atta|(k the Spanilb 
garrifbn. Their treafon was rommunicated to the general by two lords 
named Tapia and Juan Velafquez, who had commanded under Guati- 
motzin during the (legc. As fotm as Cortes got the knowledge of it he 
took the informations, not only of thefe two, but alio of ieveral others 
concerned; their confcHlon was, that perceiving we marched without 
precaution, that difeontent prevailed, that many of our foldiers were 
lick, and provifions fo fcaroe that ten Sj^niards had died of hunger ab- 
folutely, and others had returned to Mexico, oepiidering alfo the uncer- 
tainty of our fate and deftinatuxi th^ had decided, that dying at once 
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was preferable to going with ui any farther. Th^ had therefore lelbl' 
ved to try their fortunes, and fall upon us at the pallage of fom^ river 
or marfh, their numbers being an encouragement to the attempt, as they 
exceeded three thoufand well armed men. Guatimotzin denied that the 
whole of the Mexican force was concerned in this plot, or that it would 
liave ever been, to his knowledge, carried into ef£c€t. But he admit- 
ted that it had been heard though never approved of by him. The 
prince of Tacuba declared that all which had ever paflfed between Gua- 
timotzin and him was, frequent declarations that to lofe their liv^ at 
once would be preferable to wailing in the manner they were, in a ilow 
death, by hunger and fatigue, and feeing the diilreiTes of their friends 
fufiering around them. Without any more proofs whatever, Cortes 
ordered Guatimotzin and his coufin the prince of Tacuba to be hanged 
immediately, and the preparations for the execution being made, they 
were brought to the place attended by the reverend fathers. Before he 
was executed, the king turning round to Cortes laid, **MallntzinI now 
** I find in what your falfc words and promifes have ended j— in my 
** death.— Better that 1 had fallen by my own hands than truft myfelf 
“ in your power in my city, of Mexico.— Why do you thus unjuilly 
** take my life? May God demand of you this innocent blood 1** Tl^ 
prince of Tacuba only faid that he was happy to die by the lide of his 
lawful fovereign. Thus ended the lives of thefe two great men, and 1 
muft fay like good chriflians, and for Indians, ‘moil piouHy; and 1 
heartily pitied Guatimotzin and his coiifin, having foen them in fuch 
great fortune and iituations. They behaved very kindly to me during 
our march, doing me many iervices, eipecialJy giving me Indians to 
carry grafs for my horfe; and I alio declare that they fuilered their deaths 
moil undeiervingly, and fo it appeared to us all, amongil whom there 
was but one opinion upon the fubjeifl ; that it was a moil unjuil and 
cruel ientence. 

We continued our march afterwards with great caution, from ap- 
prehendons of a mutiny among the Mexicans on account of the execu- 
tion of ihcir chiefs i but the wretches were fo exhauiled by famine, 
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^cknci«, and iatiguc, that they did not^ppear even to think about the 
matter. At night wc arrived at a village which was abandoned by the 
inhabitants » but on fearching we found eight priells who readily attend* 
ed us to Cortes. He deiired them to call back their neighbours, and 
that they fhould receive no injury. This the priefts readily promiicd, 
requeAiDg at the fame time, that their idols which werc^in a temple ad- 
joining the building wherein were the quarters of Cortes, fliould not be 
touched i which the general agreed to, but took the opportunity of cx- 
podulating with them upon the abfurdity of venerating what was in 
reality no more than clay and timber. The priefts feemed very willing 
to embrace the true do<£trine, and brought us twenty loads of fowls and 
maiz. To the queftion put to them by Cortes, how many days jour- 
ney, or funs, it was, to the place where were the men with beards on 
their faces and who rode horfes they replied, feven ; that the place was 
named Nito, and they ofiered to be our guides thither. 

Cortes cauied a crofs to ht fixed in a large ceiba tree clofe to their 
temple, which as I have before mentioned joined to the building where- 
in he had taken his quarters. ' He was at this time very ill tempered, 
and fad. He was vexed by the difficulties and misfortunes which had 
attended his march, and his confcience upbraided him with the death 
of the unfortunate Guatimotzin. He was fo diflra^ed by thefe thoughts 
that he could not ref]^ in his bed at night, and getting up in the dark to 
walk about, as a reltdf from his gaieties, he went into a large apart- 
ment where fome of the Idols ‘ were worihipped. Here, he miflcd his 
way, and fell from the height of twelve feet, to t^e ground, receiving 
a defperate wound and contufions in his head. This circumllance he 
tried to conceal, keeping his fuffirings to himlHf, and getting his hurts 
cured as well as he could. 

■ Quitting this place we arrived in two days at a diftri<!2 the people 
of which are called the Mazotecas, and found a newly built town, for- 
tifiedhand barricaded, with very i^rong pallifadoes in two circles, one 
of which was like a barbican, • with loop holes, and trenches funk 

before 
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before it. The part which wal not fortified in this manner was defend- 
ed by a perpendicujar rock, the top of which was piled with fioncs fliapv 
cd for the fling. It had al(b a parapet, and there was on one fide of 
the town an impiflTablc marfli. On entry we found every hotife filled 
with provifions of wliatcvcr kind the country al&rded, and a magazine 
flocked with of all forts, but not a Angle human being. While 
we were exprefling our aflonifliment at thefe circumflances, fifteen In- 
dians came out of the marfli, and addrefling us with great fubmiflion, 
informed us that they had been driven to the conftrudtion of this for- 
trefs, as a lafl refourcc in an unfuccefsful war, in which they had been 
engaged with fome of their neighbours, whom, as well as 1 recollc<ft, 
they called the Lazandones. It feemed to be a warfare of plunder on 
each fide. The name of this diflridi means in their language a country 
abounding with game, which it was very well intitled to be called. 
Two of the Indians attended us from this place, and communicated to 
Cortes what they knew of the fcttlcment of the Spaniards. 

We now travelled through a country entirely open, confifting of 
vafl plains without a tree. The heat of the fun was cxccflive, and the 
deer which fed over this extenfive range of cliampaign were innumerable, 
and fo tame as almofl to come to our hands. The horfemcn took them 
after the Ihortefl purfuit, and we had in a vciy little fpace of time above 
twenty killed. Aflcing our guides the reaibn of thele animals not being 
alarmed at the approach of men, we found that it was owing to a fuper- 
flition of the people, , who confidered them to. be divinities, as they faid 
that their gods appeared to them in their forms; andalfo that their idols 
had commanded that they fluould be neither killed nor frightened. The 
heat of the weather ivas now fo great, that a relation of the gencrars, 
named Palacios Rubios, loft his hprfc by purfuing the game. Purfii- 
ing our journey by villages where war had left its deftrudlivc marks, 
wc met fomc Indians on their return from hunting. They had with 
them a huge lion which they had juft killed, and fome iguanas, a fpe- 
cies of fmall (erpent, veiy good to cat. They led us to their town, be- 
ing obliged to wade up to oar middles in a lake of frcfli water with 
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which it was rurrounded. In this town tvas a large pond of freOi water, 
which was quite full of filhcs, rd^bling what we call in £uro|)c the 
fhad fifh, but enormoufly large, with prickles on their backs. We 
procured fome nets, and took above a thoufand, which aflbrded us a 
plentiful meal. We alfo procured here five Indians, who on our enqui- 
ry by defcription for our countrymen, readily undertook to guide us to 
their fcttlement, for they at firft thought that we came to put them to 
death, and were happy to find that they were likely to be rid of us on 
fuch ealy terms. 

Wc proceeded towards a place named Tayafal, iitiiated on an iflaii d, 
the white temples, turrets, and houfes of w’hich, gliflened from a diflance. 
It was the chief town of a diilridl. As the road grew very narrow wc 
thought it beft to halt for the night, four companies of foldicrs being 
detached to the fhorc, to fearch for a paflagc. Luckily they took two 
canoes, in which were ten men and two women who were conveying 
fait and maize. Being brought to Cortes and queflioned, they faid, 
that they belonged to the town before us, which was diflant about four 
leagues. Cortes detained one canoe and fome of the people, particular- 
ly the women’, and fent the others with two Spaniards to the chief, to 
demand from him canoes to crofs the water. Our whole party then fet 
out towards the river, and arriving there, wc found the cacique waiting 
for us. He invited the gdieial to his town, and Cortes embarked with 
thirty crofsbow-men, and Arriving there, was prefented with fome tri- 
fles of gold much alloyed, and a few mantles. Thqr here informed 
him that they knew of Spaniards being at two diflerent places, one of 
which it leems was Nito, the other San Gil de Buena Vifla. He alfo 
learned that many more were at Naco, which is up the country, and 
diflant ten days journey from Nito, which laft mentioned place lies on 
the northern coafl. The general on hearing this obferved to u$, that 
probably Dc Oli had divided his force, for as yet we knew nothing of 
Gil Gonzalez de Avila. 

Our whole body having crofl'cd the river,, we halted at the diftance 
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of two leagues from it, to wait %he Ktum of C<Htes. Here t Nt^grobi 
two Indians, and three Spanifh (bldiers 'ddcrted j the latter preferring th^) 
taking their chance among eflemi«, *to the re^ition of the iatigueaf' 
they had gone through. This day 1 was fun Ihruck and fell ill of a 
oilcnture. The weather alio at this time changed, “and for three dayt^; 
and nights it n^ver ceai^ raining; but we were oblii^ to continue ou||^' 
juiirncy under it, from the apprehenilon that our provifions fliould 
(liurt. After two days march we came to a ridge of rocks, the ilottes 
whereof cut like knives ; we lent foldiers a league*s diftance on' each fide 
to fcarch fur fomc other road, but to no eficA. Our horics fdl here at 
every flcp, and cut thcmfdives to pieces, and the farther wc proceeded 
on the defeent, the woife it was. We left eight horfes dead upon the 
fpot, and mofi; of the reft were fo wounded as not to be able to keep 


aip with us. Among^ others who received hurts the general’s relation 
Palacios Rubios broke his leg by a fttll. We called this place La Sierra 
dc los Pedernales. When we had gotten over it we did not fail to re- 
turn thanks to God for his mercy id extricating us from that di/Hculty. 


We then advanced chearfuHy tcm'ards a town* named Taica, which lay 
before us, and where we Hoped to find ai'fufticiency pf every thing ; but 
we were fuddenly and uhexp^edly ' floppy an enormous torrent, 
which, being fwelled by the heavy between great 

precipices with a noife which the diftance of two 

leagues. Here we were obliged to halt fi>r three bbmpletc days, in or- 
der to make a bridge from one ptecipi^ to tlj^''b^ei', and when at the 
end of the third day we began to pafs found that the people 

on the other fide takim advantage delay, to remove them- 

fclves arid all their'' provifions out of yuirir^ 


When we learned that after alt our fatigues hunger was to be our 
portion,, we feemed as it wfcrc thunder ftruck. I own I never in my 
life felt my heart fo deprefted as when 1 found nothing to be had for 
myfelf or my people ; and this too on the eve of our Lord’s refurre^ion ! 
a pretty feftival we had of it trUlyi Cortes, after fending out his fer- 
vants every where, procured about a bufhdl of maiz. ' When he faw 
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the diilre(s which vvi^s'w^.ih, 1 m cali|d {oget^r the colonifts of Gua- 
cacualco, as the £ower of his anny, ^ carh^y folicit^ us to do our 
utmofl to procuft i^ne ti^ceflaries; Pedro dc Ircio*Who^was prelcnt 
«lk«d to be appo^tpd to the ctmmand, to which Cortes affentedi but 
I, who knew. th^ De ireio. was more of a talking, than a marching 
ipldier,. and that he.^w6uld lag by the way and retaird'us,. whiipered Cor- 
tes and, Sandoval to prevent his going, for he being duck legged, could 
not. get. through the deep grourei and mire like us, and would be obli- 
ged to fit down. C<mcs. therefore ordered him to ftay, and five of us 
ictting out together, with two gitides^ ' and crofiing rivers and marflies, 
came to fome Indian houfes where' We’.found provifions in plenty. Here 
we alto took tome pritbners, arid ^fih fruit, fowls, and com, we 
celebrated the fcaft of the refurredbton lioinly. On the lame night ar- 
rived a thoufand Mexi^ns, , whom Cortes 1^ ordered to follow u%. 
We joyfully loaded tlteih^^'^lth ^ ‘the, corn tjj^t we could procure, and 
twenty fowls for Cortes and Sandoval, and there fiill remained Ibme 
corn in the itown which we ihud tp guard. ' On the next day wc advan- 
ced to other yilUges, wltere wis found fuch a plenty of corn that wc 
wrote a billet to. CcMcs^ ihl^whicH we made, and cm a piece of a 

^um head, ^iripjJ&^'t^JcndlU Hie' Indians that he could, tocariy 
it to our p<»ple. 


Thirty fiVe^undrfed Ihdiatts in a fhbrt time ar- 

I anrt ^ 1^' l*‘ .1 


w^ere amply provided f<>r the re- 
which we fblid at Taica. I mull 
conllruded on this'^mareh, remained 


« ^ S' 

rived, and th.u^^'>^iiim|iu 
maindcr of the'^five day$,‘^^ 
obleryc^ tl^t the bridge!^ urj 
pcrfcdtljr ^^o^many yf 
fed them ufed.:' 

ufed to he laid, “here are the -.w ww«w„uvm wui 

mareh for two days, to a place nim^ TanliSI, throt^h a countiy inter- 
fered with rivers and rivulets,- and where all the towni were abandoned; 
^ during the mght, pur guides, &mg ifitnifled tcT the care of Ibme 
of^M newly arrived Spsmiards wJ&qvI fl^t upcm their polls, 

^|nade,.thGur .efcaj^. ^u$ wc w^^ldt in a difficult country, and not 

knowing 
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knowing which vray to turn, addition to this, it rained mc^ 
vily. Cortes was out of humjrar ai^d iud, Pedto de Ircio and nun^ 
more being by, that he wifllpd pthers .befides the fettlers of Guacactiuil^. 
CO would bdlir thcmlHvcs', and do fomegt^, in fearching for guides.'^ 
Dc Ircio, Marmolejo a perfon of quality,' and Burgales afterwards iegC»' 
dor of Mexico, each o^fed their (cr\’i^, and 'taking iik Toldiers a 
piece, were out three days in fearch of Indians, add ^1 rctomed with-^ 
out nny fuccefs, having met with nothing but rivers,' and waters, and 
obilrudtions. Cortes was in delpair at this, and defired Sandoval to 
apply to me, alking as a favour that I would ,talce the buHnefs on tni. 
When addrcf&d in this manner^ 1 cckild not refufc, though very ill /and 
taking with me two friends, men capable of enduring hunger and thirll, 
we fet out together, and following a dream, the marks of boughs be- 
ing cut from the trees pdinted out a way to fomc houfes, from whence 
we law corn fields and houlcs with people about them. Wc remained 
concealed until we fiippoied the people to be ' afleep, and then, taking 
the inhabitants by furprife^ made prifoners three men, two Indian girls 
who were very handibmc,/|ind iThcy had a few fowls 

and a littic corn. The .w;hple, W'c brpught to our quarters. 

Sandoval was overjoy^ at durafTr^ ;' **n6w:,^ faid'hcto Pedro de Ircio, 
in the prefence of Cortes, ** wsw Del Caftdli^glit when he iniided on 
*• having noi» but adive mcnlwith to who 

* * hobble along, tdlihg* Aeir <dd dories ^ ^i^&^turcs that hap]>cned to 
,* the count De Urena, and his fbh dories Dc 

Ircio ufed to pedw ^ wJthV,oy€r,aft|^S^^&,; fe^^ rcafon all 

who were prefi^t lau^h^ ,heartijiy^^^f Sandoval who 

knew tluu D^ ireid and I we^n^ irigi^^ *fcort« ‘filmed me thanks, 
and paid nae many compUiini^ra^u^li^*^^ 1 will <lrop this. 

fubje<d, for what" is' pfaMe but 'emptinefs and unprofitablenefs, and 
what advantage is it to me that jpwplc in Mexico fhould tdl wltet wc 
endured, or that; (fortes fhould fay when he wsmted to pcrdiade'^ihe to 
go on this lad exp^tion^^t^. pext to God it Jwas me ori wh<w hi* 
placed his reliance to 
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^rom the prifoners whom wc hadfiakcn wc learned, that it was 
fieoeOiury to defeend the river for two days journey, to a place of above 
two hundred houies named Oculiztli; which we accordingly did, paf- 
iltng on our road fome large buildings where the travelling merchants of 
the Indians are ufed to ftop. At the clofc of the fccond day wc arrived 
at the place, to which wc had been dirc<5tcd, where wc found plenty of 
proRrii^ons. We alfo found in one of the temples an old red cap, and a 
fandal, as ofRa-ings to their idols. Some of our foldicrs brought r<> 
Cortes two old men and four women, whom they took in the maiz 
fields; Cortes aiked them what diftancethc Spanifh fcttlcmcnt was from 
this place; to which they replied that it was two days Journe)', being 
clofc by the fca fide, and that no town intervened. Upon this Cortes 
ordered Sandoval immediately to fet out on foot, with fix foldicrs, and 
get down to the coall, in order to afeertain what number of men Dc Oli 
had with him, for as yet wc were entirely ignorant of all that had hap- 
pened there, and Cortes required this information in order to effect what 
he had determined, wHich was, to fall upon, and furprife De Oli and 
his troops during the night. 

Sandoval taking three guides leachcd the fea fide, and going north- 
wards, foon perceiv^;ai canoe, and conc^ing bimfclf where he expedt- 
cd it to anchor for the wzs ftMtuople enougli to get poflcHion 

of it, and upon examirittion, found k to belong to Indian merchants 
who were bringing, fait Dolce. Stodoval embarked on board 

this canoe with a pait.of his foldicrs, and fending the reft by land, he 
purfued his route for the great rivbr. ’As fortune would have it, on his 
voyage he fell in with a canoe ijn. which ,h^ come four Spanifh fettlers, 
who were fcarching for fruit near the inw^ of the river, being in great 
diftreTs from the hofhlities of the Indiahj^^and the ravages made by dif- 
cafe. Two of thefc being up in a trq^ "were aflonifh^ at the tight of 
Sandoval and the lefl, and reported to their coropaniqps what they had 
fecn.. When they met, Sandoval was ^onried by them of their pre- 
fent diftrefs, and how they had hanged, the ofticer left there by Avila. 
Upon this he determined to bring than to Cwtes,.; which having decla- 
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red, a foldicr named Ailonzo Ortiz obtained from him permiition €o let 
off with the news, in order to get a reward. He accordingly in a fhoirt 
time reached us, and by his intelligence rejoiced us all. Cortes pro* 
fented him with an excellent horfe t.amcd Moor*s-hcad, and each of US 
gave him fomething proportionate to oor abilities. Sandoval arrived ^ 
Ihort time after, and informed us that they were preparing to embark 
for the Ifland of Cuba, and how they had hanged their commanding 
officer, for oppofing them and alfu becaufe he had hanged a turbulent 
pricfli as alfb that they had eleAed one Anthonio Niotc in h^ 
place. 

Cortes iffued an order to march immediately for the fez coaft, 
which was diflant fix leagues, and wc had an inlet of the Tea to pafs. 
Wc were therefore obliged to wait till low water, and then crofs it» 
wading and fwimming. Cortes pufhed forwards with his attendants, 
and crofTcd the river in the two canoes, fwimming the horfes by the fide 
of them ; but he found it fb dangerous from the violence of the current, 
that he fent word to us not to* attempt to follow him until farther 
orders. 

The pbcc where Avila’s fettkrs now were, was about two leagues 
diflant from where Cortes landed* They were greatly furprifed at the 
appearance of Europeans, and more fb when th^ found that it was the 
general fo renowned through all thefe countries. Cortes received their 
congratulations in the moft gracious manner, and defired them to bring 
together what canoes they could colfetft, as alfb the boats belonging to 
their (hips, and to provi^ bread for the ufe of his people. Of this lad 
article only fifty pounds cou^d be procured, for th9by lived almoft entire-* 
ly on fapofes, vegetables, <andi wlot fifh they caught. Wc were four 
days palling the river, witb/the greatefi: danger. One (bldier with his 
^orfe went to the bottom, and never appeared afterwards. Two other 
horfes were alfo lodj one of them belonged to a foldier named Cafquetc, 
who heartily curfed Corte8| and bis expedition, for the ill fortune he had 
brought upon him.. 
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The general trailed the care of the ^barkation to Sandoval. One 
Saavedra, prefuming upon his rektionflup with Cortes, would not pay 
rcfpcift to the captain's orders, and oideavouring to force his paiTage, 
laid his hand to his poniard with difrerpe<5tful cxpreilions to Sandoval. 
The latter made few words, but feizing him inihintly, threw him into 
the water; where he was nearly drowned. Our fuficring at this time 
from hunger was beyond my expreflion. For thefc four days we had 
literally nothing but the few nuts that we could gather, and fomc wild 
fruits; and when we arrived on the other fide our condition was not 
bettered. 

We found this colony to coniiil of forty men and fix women, all 
yellow and fickly, and without any thing to eat. Of courfc wc were 
anxious for the moment of fetting out in order to fcarch the country tor 
proviilons. About eighty of us went on foot, under the comni.ind of 
Captain Luis Marin, to a town at the diflance of eight leagues, w'hcre 
we found provifioi^s of all. kinds, cocoa in the grcatcfl quantity, and 
plenty of com, and vegetables. This place was exadtiy on the route of 
Naco, whither it was the.iiitention of Cortes to go. On receiving our 
intelligence, he difpatchc^rll^U^oyal With the principal part of his troops 
to join us. We ient plentiftd/fupply of maiz to our wretched colo> 
niils, who having fo il^ig cat to fuch an excels that lc> 

von of them died immediately .^^,! At this Hrric Idfb a vefilH arrived there, 
with feven horfes, fot^ hogs, fight pipes of ialtol meat, bifeuit, and 
fifteen paifengers, adventurers^ from thflfland of Cul». All the pro> 
vifions Cortes bought immraiatdy, and diflrihuted. them, amonglf the 
colonifts, with an eqi^ly |ata^;:|eful|.^. Tfi^ mt of the falted meat to 
fnch ah excefs that it gave them diarrh^s, iwjhich ini a very few days 
carried off fourteen. 

Cortes how determined to examine this great river, for which pur-t 
pede he fitted out one of the brigantines of Av^ whi^ had been flrand- 
ed, and with this veflTd, a boat, ;md four ^double canoes, in which he 
embarked thirty ibldiers, whh eight fiulors of the* . vefiTd which lately 
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arrived, he proceeded up the i^ver to a (pacious Jake with go<xl anchor- 
age, which extended to the diftance of fix leagues, and the whole " oJ 
the adjacent country was liable to be inundated. Pnxxx^ling higher lie 
found the current more Jlrong, and at length came to fomc (hallows 
which his vefll-Is could not pafs ; he accordingly difembarked, and pro- 
ceeding by a narrow road, paded through different villages. In the 
fird he took fome natives to ferve as guides, and in the fecond he found 
plenty of corn, and fowls, amongft which were pheafants, pidgeons, 
and partridges. Thefc laft 1 have frequently obferved doineflicatcd 
among the Indians. Purfuing his route, he came near a large town 
named Cinacan Tcncintlc, (ituated amongft fine cocoa plantations, and 
in which he heard the found of mufic, the Indians being engaged in 
a drunken feftival. Cortes waited until a fit opportunity, concealed in 
a wood, and then fuddenly rufhing out, made ten men and fifteen wo- 
men prifoners. The reft attacked him with arrows and darts, but our 
people clofcd with them and cut to pieces eight of their chiefs. When 
the natives found that the afhiir was going againft them they thought 
it high time to fubmit; and accordingly four old men, two of whom 
were priefts, came, apparently very much tamed, to petition Cortes for 
the prifoners, and brought with them a few trifles of gold. Cortes pro- 
mifed to deliver his prifoners on receiving a good fupply of provifions 
which they ailured him of, and he pointed" out to them where the ftiips 
ky. It appears that a ihifundeifl^uidmg afterwards happened between 
Cortes and the natives, relative to the wlivery of his captives, he wilh- 
ing to retain three women to make bread. ' Tlticy in confcquencc pro- 
ceeded to hoftilities again; Cortes received a wound in the face, twelve 
alfo of his foldiers were wounded, and a boat deftroyed. He then re- 
turned after an abfence of twenty fix ^ys, fuilfering dreadfully by the 
mofquitos. He wrote to Sandoval giving him an account of all that 
had occurred M Cinacan, which is diftant from Guatimala (event/ 
leagues, and ordered him to proceed to Naco; Cortes himfclf intending 
to eftablifh a fettlement at the place w hich was named Puerto de Cavalios, 
for which purpofe he defired ten of the veterans of Guacacualco wdth- 
out whofe ailiftancc nothing was conducted properly. 
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Cortes taking with him all the Spaniards that remained at St. Gil 
dc Buena ViAa, cmbvked in two (hips, and after eight days fail arrived 
at Puerto dc Cavallos, in order to plant a colony there, the (ituation be- 
ing anfwerable, and the harbour good. He appointed Diego de Godoy 
a>inn>ancU;pt of this fettlement, which he named Natividad. He 
thou||m that by this time Sandoval had arrived at Naco w'hich was not 
far dilrant, and wrote to him there, defiring ten of the foldiers of Gua- 
cacualco to reinforce him, as he intended to proceed to the bay of Hon- 
duras. This letter reached us in the quarters which 1 lall mentioned, 
for we had not arrived at Naco. 1 will fay no more of the proceedings 
of Cortes, nor how the flics bit him day and night, and prevented his 
reff, fo that as we afterwards heard he had like to have died or loft his 
Icnfcs, from want of llccp. 

Sandoval on receiving the general’s letter prefTed forwards towards 
Naco, but was obliged to halt at a place called Cuyocan, in order to 
bring up his ilragglcrs who had quitted him in (earch of provifions. 
We had alfo a river to pafs, and the natives all round were hoftil^. As 
our line of march was fo veiy long by the number of invalids who 
came ftraggling after us, elpecially of the Mexicans, it became neceilary 
to eftablifh a poft at 'the ferry on this river, for which purpofe Sandoval 
left me with the command, of eight men. 

One night a body of, the natives fell upon^is, but we were prepa- 
red for them. They fet ftre to, the houle in vvhich we were, and thought 
to have brought oft' our canoei but we, with the afliftance of a few 
Mexicans, beat them off for that time, and knowing that there were 
fome invalids lodged upon the road behind us, we on the next day 
brot^ht them over and all together (ix.out to join Sandoval. One man 
died upon the road; he was a Genoefe, had been fome time ill, and at 
length funk under poverty of diet. I was obliged to leave the body be- 
hind, for which Sandoval blamed me when 1 made my report. 1 told 
liim wc had two invalids bn each horie, and my companion Bartholome 
dc Villa Nueva haughtily laid, that it w'as dif&ult enough for us to 

bring 
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bring ourlclvcs, ^^•lthout carrying dead men. Sandoval immediate!/ 
ordered me and Villanueva to return and bury him, which we accord- 
ingly did, and pLicod a crofs over the grave. We found in his pocket 
a purfe containing a quantity of dice, and a memorandum of his fam^ 
iy .ind cfieCls in 'I'encrifte. Kell his foul ’ Amen, 

In about two lia) s we anived at Xaco, leaving pafled a place where 
•nines have been finte difeovered, and allb a town named QuiniHan. 
On arriving at Naeo we found it to be a go»xl town, but it was aband- 
oned by its inhabitants; however we obtained plenty of provilions and 
lalt which we nuicli wanted. We took our quarters in fomc very large 
t|nadranglcs, the fame place where Dc OH l)cen executed, ami fixed 
ourftlvcs as if we had been to renuin here for ever. In this place is the 
fined water that we had met with in New Spain, as alfo a tree, which 
at the time of the fiefta, let the heat of the fun be as great as it will, 
has a delightful refrdhing coolncfs in its fhade, and there fcvnis to de- 
feend from if a kind of dew, of the moft delicate nature, which is good 
for the head. The place is well fituated, the neighbourhood fertile ami* 
producing both the red and the fmall fapotc, and it was at tliat time 
populous. 

Sandoval having obtained poflcflion of three of the principal na- 
tives of the didridt, treated them kindly, and we continued in peaceable 
terms with them, but the inhabitants could not be induced to return to 
the town. It was now time to fend the reinforcement Cortes liadrequi- 
red, of ten Spanish fettlcrs of Guacacualco. I was an invalid and una- 
ble to go, and Sandoval widted to keep me with him ; eight valiant 
folditrs were however lent, who fet out heartily curling Cortes and his 
expedition at every Hep. They had feme rcafon, for they did not know 
the lead of the date of the country througli which they were to go. 
■Sandoval took the precaution of fending fi\c principal perfons of the na- 
tives with them, and gave it to be underdood that if any injury was 
clone to them the country Ihould be feverely punilhed. They arrived at 
the place where Cortes was, in fafety, and he immediately embarked 
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for Tnixillo, leaving Godoy in the cotimand at Puerto dc Cavallo*, 
\vith forty Spaniards, which was all that remained of the fctticrs who 
came with Avila, and thofe newly arrived from the Iflahd of Cuba. 

For fomc time Godoy maintained himfclf in the lidghbouring 
country, but as his men were continually dropping off by difeafe, the 
Indians began to defpife and neglcdl them, and in a ihort time they lofl 
by flcknefs and famine above half their number, and three of them dc- 
Icrtcd and joined Sandoval. Such was, the rcfult of the colonization of 
Puerto dc Cavallos. Sandoval, by different expeditions to the neigh- 
bouring diffriifts, named Cirimongo, Acalaco, Quizmitan, and four 
others, and by judicious meafurcs. brought the whole of the country 
to peace and lubjc<^lion, ^ around Naco, and as far as Godoy ’s let- 
tlemcnt. 

After fix days fiiil Cortes arrived at the port of Truxillo. This 
place had been colonized by Francifeo dc las Cafas, but there were allb 
amongff them many of the mutineers who had ierved under Dc Oli, 
and who had been banifhed frc»n Panuco. All thefc, confeious of their 
guilt, waited on Cortes upon his arrival, to fupplicatc his pardon for 
their offences. This Cortes granted them; ‘ he alfo continued thofe who 
had been appointed to offices, and put at the head of all thofe provinces 
as captain general, his relation Saavedra. Cortes having now fummon- 
cd the chiefs and priefts of the Indians, made an harangue to them, 
%vhcrcin he told them of the bbjc€I of his coming thither, which 
yWas, to induce them to quit the unnatural and cruel pradlices of their 
falfe religion, and to embrace the true one. He alfo dwelt upon tlic 
power and dignity of his Majeily the Emperor Don Carlos, to whom 
he required their fubmifiion. This together with the holv exhortations ' 
of our reverend fathers being explained to theie people they readily pro- 
mifed to obey him, in becoming his Majcffy*s vafials; whereupon 
Cortes fignified to them, that they fiiould provide the lettlcmcnt with 
all articles of food, cfpccially fifh, of which thm was a great plenty 
in the fisi about the lilai^ of Los Guanajes, and alfo he defired them 
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TO lend labourers to clear th^ woods in front of the town, and 
open the view to tlic fc:i. All this being readily undertaken by them, 
C'ortes ordered a numl>cr of lows in young to be turned out on thclc 
iflands, to flock them, which they did in the courfc of a few 
.years. Tlic reverend fathers h'rancifeans alfo preached to the Indians 
many holy things very edifying to hear. The natives applied them* 
fcivcs to labour fo carncflly, that in two days they cleared the wood» 
towards the lea, and built fifteen houfes one of which was for Cortes, 
anil a very' good habitation. The renown of our general made him 
feared through all thefe diflridts, as far as Olancho where arc the rich 
mines; the Indians called him the captain Hue-hue of Marina, that is 
the old captain who brings Donna Marina, and his prcfcncc nduced tin 
whole country to fubmiflion, two or three diflriiSls in the mountain.s 
only holding out. Againft thefe, the names of which were given to 
him by the chief of Papaycca, then a populous diftrifl but now almoft 
uninhabited, he lent Captain Saavedra with a party of foldicrs wlio 
brought moft of them under fubjetflion, the only one that held owt be- 
ing that people named the Acaltccans. 

As many of the fuite of Cortes began now to fall fick from the cf- 
leifls of the climate, he lent them on board a veflel to St. Domingo ot 
Cuba, and by this opportunity he alfo lent letters to the reverend fafheis 
of the order of St. Jerome, and the court of royal audience, informing 
them of all the events that had happened ; of his refigning the govern- 
ment of Mexico into the hands of deputies, to proceed againfl 
De Oli in perfon, and alfo of his future intentions. He rtqiicftcil from 
them a reinforcement of foidiers/ and, to attach credit to his report, 
he lent a valuable prefent of gold, taken in reality from his fide 
board, but in fuch a manner that it fliould appear to them the produce 
of this fettlcment^ This bufinefs he cntruflcil to a relation named Ava- 
los, w'lth orders,^n his way, to take up twenty five foldicrs, who, he 
had received intelligence, were left in tlte Jfland of Cuzumel, to kid- 
nap Indians. This veflel was wrecked about feventy leagues from tiie 
Havannah ; the Captain, Avalos, and many paflengers perifliel!, and 
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thofe few who efcaped, amongft whom<iivas the licentiate Pedro Lopez, 
were the firfl who brought to the iflands intelligence of the cxiflcncc of 
Cortes and his army, for it had been hitherto imivcrfally believed that 
we had all perifhed. As foon as it was known where Cortes then was, 
two old (hips W'crc freighted with horfes and colts, and fent out to us. . 
Except thefe, and one pipe of wine, all the reft of the cargo confided 
of fhirts, caps, and ufclefs trumpery of various kinds. 

Some Indians of the iflands called the Guanajes, which arc about 
the diflance of eight leagites from Truxillo, came at this time to com- 
plain to Cortes, that it had been a pradtice of the Spaniards to come to 
their iflands, and kidnap the nativ'es and their maceguales, or (laves, 
and that a vcflcl was now there, as fuppofed for that pMrpofe. Corte> 
on hearing this ordered out one of his fhips, which came in view of the 
vcfTel, but (he immediately hoifted fail, and made her efcape. It after- 
wards appeared that the commander of her was the bachelor Moreno, 
who had been fent on bufinefs to Nombre dc Dios, by the royal court 
of audience of St. Domingo. 

Whilft Sandoval remained at Naco, the chiefs of two diftridts in 
that vicinity named Quecufpan, and Tanchinalchapa, came to him to 
complain of a party of Spaniards who maltreated their people, robbing 
them, and putting them in chains, and who were now at the diftance 
of about one day's march from his poft. He accordingly fet out againft 
them w'ith feventy rrKn, and arrived at the place where thefe people 
were, pcrfcdlly at their caie, and not expedfing any attack. They were 
furprifed at fixing us, and ran to their arms ; but we foon (eized the 
captain and feveral more, thus getting t^ie better of them without any 
blood being dratvn on either fide. Sandoval cenfured them in very ftrong 
terms for their mifcondudl, and ordered thole IndiaMji^hom they had 
made prifoners to be immediately rclcafed. The cajmrai of this party 
was one Pedro dc Garro; he and his men were marched prifoners to our 
(ettlement. From the manner in which they were mounted and atronded, 
they feemed to be lords, in comparifim of us who were dirt} and worn 
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down with fcrvicc. Sc%*cr.il them were perfons of cjiiality or gen- 
tlemen, and after they hail repofed a day aniongif iis they grew per- 
fcdlly contented. 

The rcafon of their hein^ in thefe countries is as follows. Pedro 
Arias de .\vila, who had the government of Tierra Firina, fent a cap- 
tain named F'rancillo Hernandez to make conquefts in the provinc'e of 
Nicafagua and Leon. This he did, reducing the natives to obedience, 
and eflablifliing a colony there. When Hernandez found himfelf ad- 
vantageoufly fcttlctl, he determined to throw off his dependency upon 
Pedro Arias, to which I believe he was incited by the bachelor Moreno, 
.ind the rcafon of it to the bcfl of my judgment was this. Arias had 
beheaded V. N, de Ballxja, who married his tfaughtcr Donna I/iibclla 
Arias de I'cnofa. This atrocious flrctch of power he committed 
moft unwarrantably, and it was on this occafion that the bachcluc 
Moreno had been Tint hither by the royal court of audience. The 
bachelor meeting with Hernandez, advifed him to renounce his con- 
nexion with Pedro Arias, who had conducted himfelf fo badly, and to 
cllablifh a dillindl government in that province, immediately under his 
Majcfly ; and Hernandez taking his founfel, fent this party to make 
their way to the north coaft, thereby to open a communication witli 
the mother country. 

All this being explained to Sandoval, was by him communicated 
to Cortes, in expedlation of his fupporting the views of Hernandez, by 
Captain Luis Marin, whom I attended upon this occafion. Our whole 
party confiAed of ten foldicrs, and a moA defperate journey it was. 
the Indians were hoAile and attacked us with large hea\y lanccs„ wound- 
ing two of our foldicrs. The rivere which we crofTed were fwollcn and 
rapid, and fo frequent, that in one day w'c paAed three of them; one 
river named Xagua, ten leagues from Triumpho de la Cruz, detained 
us for two days, and the inlets and lagoons were infcAcd by alligators. 
By the Adc of the river Xagua we found the fkcletons of feven iior/cs; 
they had belonged to De 01i*s troops, and died from eating poifonous 
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herbs. PuHing Ei Triumpho de la Cruqi, and a place named QiKmara» 
at length we arrived in the neighbourhood of Truxillo about the hour 
of vcfpcrs, and faw five cavaliers riding along the coaft. Tlicfe were, 
Cortes and four of his friends, who were taking cxcrcife. When he 
rccognifed us, after the firft furprife at tlte unexpetSlcd meeting, he dif- 
mounted from his horfe, and running up, embraced us all with tears in 
liis eyes, fo overjoyed was he to fee us. It made me melancholy to 
find him lb weak and reducctl. Diftrefs and difcalc had worn ‘him 
down ; indeed he cxpcdlcd death, and had gotten a Francifean habit 
made to be buried in. He had not at this time received any intelligence 
from Mexico fincc he quitted that city. He w'alked into the town with 
us, and we fupped with him, wretchedly enough. I had not my fill 
even of bread or bifeuit. When he had read over the letters relative to 
the bufinefs of Hernandez, he promifed that he would do all he could 
to fupport liim. The vclTcls from St. Domingo had arrived here three 
days before us. I have already mentioned, that except the horfes and 
one pipe of wine, their cargoes were nothing but frippciy'; it would 
have been much better that they had not come, fincc it induced us all 
to run ourfelvcs in debt buying their ulcicfs trafh. 

While we were relating to Cortes the hardlhips “wc had fullained 
^.luring our late journey, a (hip was deferied at a difiance, making for 
our port. This veflel failed from the Havannah, with letters for the 
general from the licentiate Zuazo, alcalde major of Mexico. The hi- 
dalgo who was captain of the veflel came direiStly to kifs the hands of 
Cortes, and prefented his letters, the fubflance of which the reader (hall 
be informed of. As (bon as Cortes read them he was overwhelmed with 
narrow and diftrefs. He retired to his private apartment, where we 
could hear that he was fuflering unde^ the greatefl agitation. He did 
not dir out for an entire day ; at night he confefled and ordered a mafs 
for the enfuing morning, after which he called us together, and read to 
us the intelligence he h.i>j received, and whereby we learned, that it 
had been univerfaily reported and believed in New Spain that we were 
all dead, and our properties had in confcquence been fold by public 
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au<5lion. From his father in tJailillc he was informed, of the death of 
the Bifhop of Burgos, that Alborno* had been iaboriuufly utjJcrmining 
us at court* and alfo of what I have before related, in regard to liis Ma- 
jelly’s orders to the admiral, atid the interference of the duke of Bejar; 
alfo that Narvaez had been appointed to the government of the river 
Palmas, and that the government of Panuco had been given to one Nu- 
no de Guzman. 

In regard to the affairs of New Spain thefe letters further added, 
that in confequenee of the powers which Cortes hail given to the fadtor 
Gonzalo de Salazar, and the veedor Pedro Almindes C'liirinos, to iuper- 
cede the deputies lie had left in Mexico, viz. the treal'urer Alonzo de 
Jiltrada, and the contador Albornoz, and to take the adminidration up- 
on thcmfelves in cale of mifcondudl on the part of the deputies, thefe 
two officers having on their return to Mexico formed a ftrong party, 
among d whom was the licentiate Zuazo alcalde major, Rodrigo de Paz 
alguazil major, A. dc Tapia, Jorge de Alvarado, and the reft of the 
ancient conquerors, attempted to take the goven\mcnt into their 
hands by mam force, and the confequcncc of the ftrugglc of the two 
parties was, much difeurbance, and bioodfhed. I'hc fadtor and veedor 
however earned their point, and had made prifoners the two furnur de- 
puties and many of their friends. Still however there was fighting eve- 
ry ilay, the predominating party confifeating the property of their oppon- 
ents, to didribute it among their own adherents. They had, we 
learned, completely fuperceded Zuazo in his office, and had impri- 
foned Rodrigo dc Paz tlic alguazil major, but that the licentiate Zuazo 
had efiedted a temporary rcconciil^on between the parties. During 
thefe difturbanccs, three diflridts, viz. tlie Zapotccans, Minxes, and 
thofc in the vicinity of a fortified lock turned (J^an. had rebelled, and 
a force going againfl them under the veedor Chirinos, inftcad of attend- 
ing to their bufinefs, the troops thougfit of nothing but card playing, 
in confequenee of which the natives furprifed them in their camp, anil 
did them much mifehief. The fadtor had then fenMa veteran captain 
named Andrez dc Monjaraz, to afiifl the veedor, and advife liimi but , 
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this officer was unable to exert himfiif properly, being an invalid. 
As to the city of Mexico, there was danger every hour of ah infur- 
red ion. 

The letters alfo informed us that the fador conflantly remitted gold 
to his Majefty’s treafurcr, Don Fmneifeo dc los Cobos, to make an 
intcreft for himfclf at court, reporting that we were all dead at Xica- 
longa, the belief of which was corroborated by Diego de Ordas who, 
to get out of the fadions and troubles of Mexico had failed with 
two vclfels to Ic.trch for us, and arriving at the place called Xicalonga, 
where the captains Simon de Cuenca and Francifeo de Medina had been 
killed, luaiing tlic account of their misfortunes, and not knowing the 
particulars, had taken it for granted that it could be no others than 
Cortes aiul his party who were thus deftroyed, and reported fo in his 
letters to Mexico whicli ho font by certain palTcngcrs, and then, with- 
out landing, hoillal fliil for Cuba. I'hc fador fhewed his letter to our 
relations, and put on mourning; and a monument was creded, and fu- 
neral fervice performed for the honour of Cortes, in the great church 
of Mexico. The fador then proclaimed himfclf governor, and captain 
general of New Spain, with the found of kettle drunis and trumpets, 
and ifllicil out an order, that all women who had any regard for their 
fouls, and whole hufbands had gone with Cortes, fhould confidcr them 
dead in law, and marry again forthwith. And bccaufc a woman nam- 
ed Juana de Manfilla did not chufe to take his advice, but infilled on 
waiting the return of her hufband Alonzo Valiente, faying that we 
were not people who would let’ ourfcivcs be fo calily beaten as the vendor 
Chirinos and his party, the fador tiered her to ^ publicly whipped 
through theilrects of Mexico for a'isritch. 

As there are in airplaces fiattcrihg traitors, one of this defeription, 
whom we once expeded better from, and whole name I will not men- 
tion, folcmnly affured ,tkc fador, before many witnefles, tliat going 
one night by the thurch of St. Jago, which is built on the feite of the 
great temple of the Mexicans, and looking into the church yard, he 
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i'aw the fouls of Cortes, Donna Marina, and Sandoval, burning in 
flames of fire ; and that he had been fo terrified thereat, as to have re- 
mained ill ever fince. Another man of good reputation alfo came to 
the taClor, and told him that the quadrangles of Tcfciico were haunted 
by evil fpirits, which the natives faid were the fouls of Donna Marina 
and Cortes. All thofe falfehoods they invented to ingratiate themfitlves 
with the fadfor. 

At this time arrived in Mexico the captains Krancifeo dc las Cafas, 
and Gil Gonzales dc Avila, the fame w'ho Ixtheaded Chriftoval dc Oli, 
I. as Cafas on his arrival publicly aflerted the exiftence of Cories, and 
reprobated the condudl of the fadlor, but declared that flioiild it be. the. 
calc, as then believed, that we were all dead, Alvarado wa% the only 
proper man to put in the place of Cortes, until his Majefty’, further 
pleafurc flioukl be known. ^ Alvarado being written to on the fubjc(ft 
fet out for Mexico, but growing apprehenfive of forne attempt upon 
his life, he thought it moft prudent to return to his diflrtcl. The faiStor 
had at this time collctflcd what gold he could lay his hands upon, ,to 
fupport his negotiations at court. In this he was oppofed by almoft 
every other officer of the government of New Spain, who determined 
among thcmfclves, not to permit him exclufivcly to make rcprcfcnt.i- 
tions of the tranfadlions there, but to fend likewifo their own flau incnts 
at the fame time, and by the fame opportunity with his. When the 
faiflor found that he could not bring over Las Cafas, Gonzalez de Avila, 
and the licentiate, to fupport his views, he caufed the two former to be 
arrefltd and profecuted for the alleged murder of l)c Oli ; and hy his 
wickednefs, and the preponderance of his power, procuring their con- 
demnation, it was with the greateft difficulty that their immediate exe- 
cution could be prevented, by appealing to his Majefiy. He was 
obliged however to content himfelf with fending them prifoners to Caf- 
tille. He then fell upon the licentiate Zuazo, and fent him off to Vera 
Cruz, and there embarked him for the Ifland of Cuba, as was alleged, 
to anfwer for his condudk while he was judge there. He next fcized 
Rodrigo dc Paz, and demanded of him an account anti furrender of the 
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tirafiirc of Cortes, whofe major domci he had been, and bceaule h. 
could not, or would not declare, or make dilcovery concerning it, he 
caufed his feet and part of his legs to be burnt; and not content with 
giving him the torture, and knowing alfo that if left alive he might 
complain to his Majefty, he ordered him to he hanged, which wat 
accordingly done.* He alfo arrefted moft i>f tlie friends of Cortes. I'a- 
pia and Jorge dc Alvarado, however, took farnfluary with the Francil- 
caii fathers; but fcveral of them went over to him, partly bccaufc he 
gave them Indians, and partly bccan/c it is natural to wilh to Ik- with 
the ftrongeft power, or, as the faying is, to cr)', “ fuccefs to the con- 
“ querors.” He emptied the arfcnal of arms, and brought them to his 
palace, in the front of whicli he allb planted all the artillery, which was 
commanded hy Captain Don Luis dc Guzman, fon in law to the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia. He next formed a body guard for his ow'n protec- 
tion, compofed in part of the foldiers of Cortes, to the command of 
which he appointed one Artiaga. 

Zuazo alfo wrote to Cortes to inform him, that he had reported 
many fcandals of liim to his Majefty, fuch as defrauding him of the 
duty upon gold; and as an inftance to what extent he carried his tyran- 
ny, he mentioned a circumftancc of a travelling Spaniard having m- 
formed a w-oman, and given her proofs, that her hufband who w'as 
gone with Cortes was alive. This coming to the cars of the fador, he 
caufed him to be feized by four alguazils, and would have hanged him, 
but that he, to cxcufe himfclf, declared tliat what he had faid 
was all a falfehood, and that he had only invented it to comfort the 
poor W'oman, feeing her weeping for the lofs of her hulband. The 
bufinefs which brought this man to Mexico was, to obtain a plantation, 
this was immediately fettled to his latisfadion, and he was difmiftcd 
with a hint to hold his tongue, as he valued his life. This letter alfo 
informed Cortes of the dcatli of the reverend father Bartholomc, a holy 
man, and much regretted by all the natives of Mexico, w'ho in token 
of their refped fafted from the time of his death, until he was buried. 
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/li.i 70 concliidi\l by laying, th^t he feared Mexico was loft, and that 
he had been fent a prifoncr in irons to the place from whence he dated 
hi-* letter. 

* 

This intcliigente made ii*. all very fad. It was difficult to fay which 
ni tlic two, Cortes or the fadtor, we curfed moll heartily in our own 
minds. We fccrctly gave them ten thouland malediclions, and 
v>ur lic.irts funk within us. Cortes retired to his chamber, and did not 
appear to us till evening, w hen we entreated him immediately to haften 
to Mexico. Me replied to us kindly and gently, faying, “dear friends 
“ and companions, this villain of a fadlor is powerful. If I go and you 
“ accompany me he may lay hands upon us by the roail, and munler u.s 
“ all. It were better that I went privately with three or four of you, anil 
came to Mexico before he was prepared. Let the reft rejoin Sandoval, 
“ and proceed with him to Mexico.’* Cortes now wrote to C'aptain 1 ler- 
nandez, promillng him every fiipport; he lent him ajfo two mules 
loaded with prefents of fuch things as lie knew he w'anted, entrufting 
them to the care of a gentleman named Cabrera, a brave officer who 
was on the Haft' under Blafco Nunez Vclo, and was killed in the fame 
battle with the Viceroy. When 1 faw that Cortes was determined to go 
to Mexico, 1 requefted ef him that he w'ould jxirmit me, who had been 
in all difficulties and dangers by his lide, to attend him upou tliistnea- 
lion. He embraced me and laid, “ I jrequeft you my Ion to remain with 
Sandoval. I promife you, and 1 fwcar by this beard, that I confidcr 
“ myfclf much beholden to you, and have long done fo.” However 
he w'ould not permit me to attend him. 

I remember when we were in the town of Truxillo, a gentleman 
named Roderigo Manucca, a principal officer in the general’s houlehold, 
to divert Cortes, feeing him diftrefted, as he w'as with good rcafon, 
laid u wager with fome other cavaliers, that he w’ould climb in his ar- 
mour to the top of the rock, whereon ftood the houfe which the Indi- 
ans had built for the head quarters. When he had got a conliderable 
way up he milled his hold, and fulling to the ground, was killed. 
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Some of the fettlers of this place now began to grow mutinous, on find- 
ing that Cortes had omitted to name them to any office. He liovvcvcr 
found tl^fi means to pacify them, by promifes not to forget them on his 
arrival at Mexico. Previous to liis departure, he ordered Captain Diego 
dc Godoy with his fettlers to quit the colony of Puerto dc Cavaflos, 
where it was impoffiblc for them to keep their ground, on account of 
fleas, mufquitob, and other vermin, and to relieve us at the good fcttlc- 
ment of Naco. He alfo ordered us to take the province of Nicaragua 
in our way to Mexico, as the government of it was an objcdl worth 
applying for. Accordingly we took our leave of Cortes who was em- 
barked, and fet out chcarfully upon our journey as Mexico was to be 
the end of it. It w'as as ufual attended with extreme dillrcfs. How- 
ever w'c reached Naco, and found that Captain Dc Garro had before 
our arrival gone for Nicaragua, to acquaint his chief, Hernandez, oi 
the promife which Cortes had made, and we fet out on the enfuing 
day for Mexico. 

Two confidential friends of the governor Arias de Avila, having 
gotten the knowledge that a private correfpondcncc was going on 
between Hernandez and Cortes, began to fufpctl the view of the former 
to furrendcr his province, and detach himfclf from Avila. Thefc fol- 
diers were named Garruito and Zamorrano. The former was urged on 
particularly by an old enmity to Cortes, on account of a rival-ffiip about 
a lady in St. Domingo when they were both youths, and which had 
ended in a duel. Thefe perfons informed Avila of the whole that they 
knew, and he, immediately on receipt of the intelligence, haflcncd off' 
to feize the parties concerned. Garro, alarmed in time, made his cf- 
cape to us ; but Hernandez, relying upon their former intimacy and 
friendOiip, thought that Avila would not proceed to extremities, and 
did not attempt to avoid him. He was however ladly undeceived, for 
after a very (iimmaiy procefs he was executed as a traitor to his iuperior 
officer, in the town which he iNras colonizing, and thus ended the nego- 
jdation between him aivl Cortes. 


The 
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The firft time that Cortes railed from Truxillo for Vera Cruz, he 
was obliged to put baek by contrary winds, the fccond time from an 
accident which happened to tlic vellel. He was difpirited by ilckncfs, 
the voyage alfo added to Ins mental dcprellion, and he was apprehenfive 
of the power of the fa«5tor. On his return he ordered a folemn mais, 
and prayed fervently to the holy Ghofl to enlighten him as to his future 
proceedings. It appears that he bec*ame infpired with an inclination to 
flay and colonize the country where he then was ; for he fent three cx- 
prefles as hard as they could poft to recall us, and bring us back to 
Truxillo. In his letters he exprefled his determination, which he attri- 
buted to tire infpiration of his guardian angel. When we received this 
naclTagc we bellowed a thoufand maledidlions on Cortes ami the ill for- 
tune which attended him, and told Sandoval, that if he chofc to remain 
it mull be by himfelf, for that we were determined to proceed to Mex- 
ico. Sandoval was alfo of our opinion ; we therefore returned an .an- 
fwer to this efiedl, figned by us all, and in a few' days received another 
letter from him, wliich contained great offers to fucli as fhuuld be indu- 
ced to remain, and concluded by faying, that if we refufed, there flill 
remained fuldicrs in Caflillc and clfewhcrc. On receiving this letter 
we were if poffible more determined than ever to proceed, but Sandoval 
carncflly entreated, and perfuaded us to halt for a few days, until he 
could fee Cortes, in the hope of perfuading liim to undertake the jour- 
ney to Mexico. We wrote back in reply, that as he laid he could find 
Ibldicrs in Callille, fo could we governors and generals in Mexico, who 
would give us plantations for our ferviccs, and that we had fuffered 
misfortunes enough already by him. With this anfwer S.indovaI let of]', 
attended by a foldier named Sauzedo, and a farrier, and mounted on his 
good horfe Motilla, fwearing by his beard that he would not return 
until he had put Cortes on board the fhip for Mexico. 

Now I mention Sandoval’s horfe, I muft obferve of him, that he 
was the fwifteft, and the heft drefled, and fincfl figure of any horfe in 
New Spain : he was of a dark chefnut colour, and fuch was tlie fimo 
of Motilla, that it reached the car of his Majelly, to whom Samloval 

intcnJ.Cvi 
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intended to prefent him. Sandoval applied to me at this time for my 
horfe, an excellent animal for career, cxercife, or road. He cod me 
fix hundred crowns to one Avalos brother to Saavedra, my former one, 
which had cod me a greater fum, being killed in an adtion at a place 
called Zulaco. However Sandoval exchanged with me one of his, 
which was killed under me in lefs than two months ; after which I re.* 
mained with nothing better than a vicious colt, which I bought a bad 
bargain of from amongd thofc brought to Truxillo in the two vcffels, 
as I have lx;forc related. Sandoval at parting from us dedred us to wait 
his return at a large Indian town named Acalteca. When he reached 
Truxillo, his friend Cortes was rejoiced to fee him, but neither our 
letter, nor the preding indanccs of Sandoval, nor of the reverend father 
Varillas, could induce him to furmount his averdon to proceed to 
Mexico. 

When Sandoval found it jinpoffible to induce Cortes to go to Mex- 
icx>, he prevailed upon him to fend a conddential fervant named Martin 
dc Orantes, with a commidion to Pedro dc Alvarado, and Francifeo de las 
Cafas, to take upon them the government during his abfcnce, in cafe 
thole officers were in Mexico, and (hould they not be found there, the 
fame power was to be exercifed by the treafurer Alonzo dc Edrada, and 
the contador Albomoz, confomiably to the deputation given by Cortes 
to them, previous to his departure from Mexico, thofc delegated to the 
fadlor and vccdor being revoked. Cortes having agreed to this, and 
given his orders and indru<Stions, directed Orantes to land in a bay be- 
tween Vera Cruz and Panuco, and to fuiSer no one to go on (hore but 
himfelf ; and the veiTcl was immediately to hoift iail,' and proceed for 
Panuco. Thefe laft inftruftions Avere given, that the arrival of 
his officer (hould be k^t as private ^ poffible until the proper time. 
He alfo fent letters by him to all his friends in New Spain, and to the 
treafurer and contador, although he knew them in resdity not to belong 
to the number. 


The wind and weather being favourable, in a few days the vefTeJ 

arrived 
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arrived at its deAination, ani^Orantes on landing difguifcd himfclf as a 
labourer. On his journey he avoided the Spaniards, lodging and mix- 
ing only with the natives. Thofe who had known him bch>rc could 
not have recognized him, aftci*an abfcncc of two years and three months, 
'j'o fuch as (.{Liclhoned him he laid, that his name was Juan de Flcch- 
illa ; in this manner, being an adlive man, he arrived in. four days at 
Mexico, and entering the city after dark, he proceeded directly to the 
lodgings of tlu: reverend fathers Francifeans. On being admitted, lie 
there found the Alvarados and Icveral of tiie friends of Cortes, conceal- 
ed. When he had explained who he was, and produced the general's 
letters, all prefent, the reverend fathers not excepted, danced fur joy; 
they immediately locked the gates of tlie monaAery, to exclude the 
oblervation of the traitorous party, and at midnight the intelligence was 
communicated to the treafurer, the contador, and many of the friends 
of Cortes, who immediately aAcmblcd at the Francifeans. 

It was then determined by them, as the firA Aep, to leizc on the 
perfon of tlic factor in the morning. All tiic intermediate time was 
employed in collecting arms and friends, and making other preparations 
for the purpole. The vccdor was at that period at the rcxrk of Coatlan. 
At day break the whole party marched to the palace inhabited by the 
factor, crying, “long live his MajeAy, and Hernando Cortes." When 
this was heard by the citizens, they all took to their arms, thinking it 
fomething wherein government called for their aflTiAancc, and numbers 
under that idea joined the treafurer on his march. As to the contailor, 
lie played a double part, giving intelligence to the faClor to put him on 
his guard, and EArada reproached him Aroiigly for his conduCt. 

When the party of Cortes approached the refidence of the faClor, 
they found that h^was already well prepared, owing to the inibrmation 
that he had received. His artillery under Don Luis de Guzman w.is 
planted in front of the houfe, and he had a Arong garrifbn within Ade. 
Thofe with the treafurer forcing their way in, Ihme by the diAcrent 
doors, others by the terraces and wherever they could get accefs, all at 

the 
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the fame time, and fhouting for his and Cortes, the adliercnrs 

of the fa<5lor became clifmaycd, and tlic artillcr\'>mcn abandoning tin 
guns, the otlicr foldiei s alfo made off and hid thcmfclvcs , one of them 
Gincs Nortes, leaping down from a corredor, fo that there onlv rcmairi- 
cd with the fadlor, Pedro Gonzalez Sabiote, and f'>’ir fenants \^'h( ^ 
he found himfelf thus abandoned, he became defpe! tt, and eiuitav >.(' 
cd himfelf to fire offthc gun?, in'^hK-h attempt *( was feized, ami 
made prifoncr. A large cagi timber was conilruclcd to receive him, 
and thus terminated his career as governor of New Spain. Circulai 
notice was fent to all tlic pro\inccs of this revolution, by which each 
individual was pleafed or dilTutisficd as his particular intereft fw.iyeu* 
him. W’lien the veedor licard it he was fo diitrcfled that he fell liek. 
lie left his command with Captain De Monjaraz, and got himfvlf con- 
veyed tow'ards Mexico, and reaching the monaftery of St, Francis in 
Tczciico, he there fliut himfelf up, and was fhortly after made prdbncr 
and fecured in another wooden cage. 

Immediate intelligence of all that had happened was forwarded to 
I'edro de Alvarado, with direiilions to him to proceed m Triixillo, and 
tvaii upon Cortes. The next thing *hat the new d<putiic did was, tu 
pay their rcfpedls to Juanna de Ma»dilla, tiie woman no had been 
whipped for a witch. I'hc treafurer pi le'cd lu . on hoileback behind 
liim, and thus, attended by all the cavaliers in procefTion, fhc was pu- 
rueled through the ftrevts of Mexico like a Roman matron, and was ever 
after called Donna Juanna, in honour of her conlfaiu v, in refuiing to 
comply W’ith the orders of the fiuftor, to m.niy' again, wliilc fhe was 
convinced that her hulband was living. 

The fituation of Mexico evidently requiring the prcfencc of Cortes, 
Fray Diego dc Altamirano was pitched on by his friends to w'ait upon 
him, and reprefent to him the neceflity t)l his immediately fetting out. 
This father had been in ‘the military profeUion before he entered the 
church, and was a man of bulinefs and abilities. The conduct purfued 
by the veedor and fadtor, and tfpccially their confifeations and diftribu- 

tion 
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t .i i'.- flicir yacuv Tupportcri, lud gained ci'.an nuny 

...iiLKM. •, anJ, it not iViciidj, at kaft perfoas intcreded in the maul- 
' . - , tlicir ;'o\Cir.)ntiit. Thek, cqnipofcJ principally of the low 

•..1 L.ii!; > tklcupti^'n, l)L!t mixed with foin« of quality, with the 
p :rt a;j.i coiitrivaruc o{ the contador who dreaded the arrival of 
t.'o>ics,’ had formed a plan to kill the treafurer, and reinfeate the fadlor 
vecdor in their olliees. For the purpofc of itleafing them frofkl' 
pnlhii, they had recoin fc to one Guzinan> a whitc-fmithj a fellow of 
low characler, and a rivliculou$ afleClcr of wit. To him they applied 
to make t!ie keys, giving him a pitxe of gold whereon was marked the 
foim in which .they were to he wrought, and charging him at the (kmc 
time to keep the ftridred fcciecy. All this he readily undertook and 
promikd, fpeaking as if he had the liberation of the piifoncrs (inccrcly 
.a heart. Tluy tlicn told him all the particulars whiph his inquifitive*. 
nefs in.iucui him* to qucflion them about, an J he proceeded in Ins work, 
but n o.vly a. id ai.kwardly, in order to in.lucc them to rejieat thei." vifits, 
to hui iy Inn. .i; and he thus obtained from the confpirators the know- 
ledge tliat he required. 1'hc keys being finiflied, and the party ready 
to make the attempt, he fuddcniy went to the hou(c of the treafurer, 
.:!nd gave him an account of the whole. The ^eafurcr, aflcrnbling the 
friends of t-ortcb on the inilant, proceeded to the place of meeting, 
where he found twenty confpirators armed, and in waiting for the fig- 
nal. 'I'hefc he feized, but many others . made their cfcapc. Among 
thefe apprelu nded were fomc notorious charadters; one of them had 
lately committed violence on a Caftillian woman. They were tried be- 
fore the bachelor Ortega alcalde major, and 'wing convidted, three 
were hanged, and fevcral whipped. 


I mull now make a confiderablc digreflion^ from my narrative, 
though it comes in properly in point of matter, to rnention how the 
fime vcfTel which conveyed the letters tranfmitted by the fadibor to his 
Majefty in Caftillc, conveyed others, fo artfully gonoealcd Aat lie h:ul 
no fuipicion of them, wherein was giwp .a fulb^d true account of all 
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his oppr^fTions* and unlawful proceedings. Thefc fads had alfo been 
already reported % the courts of St. Domingo, which contradided tlie 
accounts of the death of Cortes, and informed his Majefty how that 
officer was einployed fca his fcrvicc. The Emperor is reported to liavc 
declared his indignation at tiie manner in which Cortes had been treated, 
and his, ^termination to iupport him. 

When Rra.Altamirano arrived at Truxillo, and explained his bufi- 
nefs to Cortes, 'ihe i^ter returned thanks (o heaven for having granted 
p^ace to that^coUptiry.' ‘ He alfo declared his intention of going thither, 
jhilt.^that it nriuft be by land, on account of the contrariety of the current s 
and his own had Hate of hedth. The pilots however rcprcfentcd to 
him that the feafon w^ favourable, it being then the month of April, 
ahd prevailed upomhim to give up his firft determination, but fiill he 
icould not leave that place until the return' of Sandoval, 'whom he had 
detached againfi a Captain Roxas, who ferved under Arias, and againfi; 
whom complaints had been lodged by the natives of a diftrift named 
Olancho, which was difiant about fifty five leagues from Truxillo. 
Sandoval had been detacM thither with feventy foldiers; at firfi the 
two parties wcrci u^n the brink of’hoftilities, but became afterwards 
reconciled and parted Roxas' and his foldiers quitting that 

countr>\ 

Sandoval was immcdiatdy reje^^ in confcqucnce of the meffage 
brought by AltamiranO^ The genend appointed Captain Saavedra his 
lieutenant , in that proi^nce, and wrote at the lame time to Captain 
Luis Marin, to liu^h our whold par^ of Guatimala, 

and. Captain Godoyvhc ordered to Naco^^TTicfc letters Saavedra mali- 
doufly fupprdTed, for, they never cai^'wcmr hands. Cortes previous 
to his cmbvkation cqhfelTed to Fia 'jilK and reived the facrament, 
for he fo ill th^^^ thought himfelf at the point of death. The 
wind favouring to ypygjgc to tb^^; tovannah, he loon arrived there, 

and 
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and was joyfully received bythis former friends and acquaintsuices; 
and a vcilel from New Spain which arrived abput the fame time* 
brought intelligence that the country was at peace* for that the Indians 
hearing that Cortes, and wc his conquerors were ^'living, had come 
in and fubmitted. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



tUtuin hf Cortes to Mexico; occurrences there. Return 

author to Mexico. 



ve ' da^^. ' at the Havannah, Cortes embarked, 
arid Ifi twelve days arrived. .^^the Port of Medrilin, . oppofitc to the If- 
land De los 3acri6^iosi wh^ he difembe^ked with twenty foldicrs, and 
proceeding to the towfl^bf Sah'Jt^h de triua, wWch was diflant about 
half a league, it his fortune to Kght upon ai firing of horfes and 
mules which h^, conveyed travellers tofhe coaft, and which he engag- 
ed to takehinoi tp Vera Craz. He ordered thofe about him to give no 
hint to any 'bob, was, and two hours before day break arriving 

at the town;* ;|ie d^^y to the church the dc^rs of which w’crc 
juft opened. Wli^ the chuixh filled with' people 

whom he did he'heturi^ ran into the ftrcct, 

calling to the civil power to afftft him* Tfae*al^des,' three alguazils 
and fome of the neighbours came with arms inconiequence Of the noife. 
Cortes was fqualid, and the white liabit of the rev^nd father wa:> 
dirty, .Iftom the fea voyage, nor did any one recolle<ft them until Cortes 
beg^ tp i^peakj hut as fbon as he was recognized by them^ they all 
feU jiii^cm their knees, ktftol his hands, and bid him and his attendants 
All hss old fellow ftddiors al0^a|ih|ed around him, and after 
nuj^s, efcortfed him to the quarten of Pedio Moreno Medrano, where 
htf ^remained for e^ght days, dunng Which time he::was fcafted and cn- 
tcAained hy tbk inh^Mtants. Int^geii^ was to Mexico to 

gii))^he people th^ tiiejcyful Cortes Wrote to his friends 

to brought hiir. 
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T •jnAant prcf^nts, and when W* ict out for tlic city of Mexico cve^ 
j'l'.-Mra.io.i was made for his accommodation. The inhabitants of Mefljfc- 
ic >, and of all the places roun 1 the lake celebrated his return ..with fcf- 
tivals, and thofe of TUfcala did the lame. * 

fV ' 1 < . 

Wlicn he arrived at Tefeuro, where the contador cai^ae to wait 
upon him, he thought it proper to remain there for tlv>t night, andm 
the next morning but one he entered the city, being i[net..by sdl thcofn- 
cers, cavaliers, and other inliabitan^s, in greap'jftate. ...The natives* in 
their beft drcHcs, and armed as warriors, hllcd the lake, with th«r, ca- 
noes; the dancing continued in every ftr^ during the day; and at night 
the city was illuminated with, lights at every door. Immediately on his 
arrival he went to the monaftery of St. Franciico, to return tlianks to 
God for all his mercies to him. From that he went to his magnifi- 
cent palace, where he was ferved and cficcmcd, and feared, as a fover- 
cign prince, all the provinces making their fubmiflions, and fending* 
prefents and congratulations to him. The entry of Cortes into Mexico 
was in the month of June. He immediately ordered the arrcil of thofe 
who had been moft eminent for fed it ion, and' fai^ibn, and caufed an 
enquiry to be inftituted into the, ebndu^);. of, t^ two great culprits. He 
alfo arrefted one Ocapapo, who,^ been con^rpi^ in defamatory libels, 
and a perfon of the name of Omha a .fcjriyencr. This man .who wa» 
very old was called the bbdy .and foul df the fador. He now intended 
to proceed immediately to bring the fk^or to juftire for their 

crimes, and if he had done fo no orie could have faid againft it, and it 
w ould have met his ^jc^’^|j|probation. This I hmrd faid by feme 
mcmlxTs of the royal cquifeil of the Indies, the Bilhpp de las Calas bc- 
prefent, in the year ^bur Lord onedhoufand five hundred and forty, . 
when I w as attending 'dirt' toy "owtf^irs; but i^^^his inftancSe Cortes 
may be j ufily taxed wdth %btene^*''of condu<fl . 

The reader has alhady been infdfmed"|^lthe chdrgea brought 

a-ainft Cortes in CaftiUe.'^n^l of the admiral of St. 

jDomingo, 
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Domingo, of the ihtcfpbntlon of the D^ike of Bejar, and tlic appoint- 
ment of Luis Ponce dc Leon. The licentiate at this period of which I 
am writing, had awrivctl at Medellin. The fuddennefs of his commg 
rather furprilcd Cortes, when he received the intelligence, was 
performing his devotions in the chiircli of St. Francis. He carndlly 
prayed to the Lord to guide him as (armed heft to his holy wifdom, and 
On coming out of the church (ent an exprefs to bring liim information 
1>f paiticularls. In two days after, the licentiate (ent him his Ma- 
jefty*s orders to leceive 'him as reiident judge in Mexico, and Cortes in 
confequtnicc thereof difpatchcd a perfon witli a mefTage of compliment, 
and dedring to. know’ which of the two roads to the city he intended to 
take," that he might make fu'ch preparations as were proper for the rc- 
ceptidn of a perfon of his rank.. The licentiate (ent hirn back an anfwcr, 
thanking hith fqr hts polite bfiers, and declaring his intention to rcpoTc 
after the fatigues of hift Voyage for a little time, where he was. This 
* intcr\'al was bii(ily employed by the enemies of Cortes, who reprefented 
to the licentiate that it was his determination to put the fa<flor and vee- 
dor to death, befon!' his arrival, and thaHt was nccchliry for him to 
take good care as to his pwn perfon, for as to all thed civilities of Cor- 
tes, they tVete bnly jlhtmded, by adertaining the road that he intended 
to take, iin d|l| |rhe colour of erepaiation to do him honour, the more 
cffe(5lualIy'toTuccecd‘'‘m his iptc^don to adadlnate him. They"alfo 
mifreprefented evoy tmfa£ti^"in which Cortes had been concerned. 

The perfons whom the licentiate' principally confulted were the 
alcalde major, Proano, a native of Qordova, and his brother the alcalde 
of the citadd, . JKimed Salazar dc la Pdliadai 'who (hortly after his arri- 
val died of a plcurify, Marcos de Aguti^ a jii|(»ntiatc or bachelor, a fol- 
dier named Bocan^ra de CoHova,, l^^c^rtain fathers of the order of 
St.' Domipgo, the provincial of was. one Fray Thomas Ortiz. 

He had been a prior foane where that i do -not iiiow ; recoiled:, and all 
thofc who came;^t1i 1^ dejS^firf, |)^to be a man more fit for world- 
ly affairs, diaii ihc^c whlcji booobroi^ his holy office. With 

thefe 
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t’.icfc perfons the licentiate confiiltcd as to his proceeding to Mexico^ 
which they all were of opinion fhould not be delayed an inilant. Ac- 
cordingly, the laft meflengers difpatched by Cortes met him on the road 
at Iztapalapa. A fumpfuous banquet was here prepared for them, at 
which, after fevcral abundant and magnificent fervices, fume cherfe- 
cakes and cullards were placed upon the table, as great delicacies. Tlicy. 
were fo much appro\ ed of, and fome of the company cat of them . in 
fuch quantities, that they made them fick; but thofe who eat of them 
in moderation w'ere not at all nfledfed. However this prior. Fray Thoi- 
mas Ortiz, aiTerted that they liad been poifoned with arfenic, and that 
he liad not eaten of them from a fufpicion that th<^ were lb; but others 
'who were prefent declared, that he Ihiffed himlelf heartily with them, 
and faid that they were the bell he had ever tailed. This raw charge 
was immediately feized on aiid circulated by the enemies of Cortes, 
to throw an odium upon him. 

During .this time Cortes remained in Mexico'; report laid that he 
had fent a good prelcnt of gold to the licentiate; this 1 cannot warrant ; 
but as he had (perfons Hationed to bring him intelligence, on his quit- . 
ting Iztapalapa Cortes fet out to meet him, with a grand and numerous 
retinue of all the officers. and gendetnen of the city. When the two 
parties met, many civilities palled between the great men; the licentiate 
feerned to me to be well acquainted with the rules of politencfs. It was 
with great difficulty that Cortes could prevail upon him to take the 
right hand. On his entry into the city he proceeded to the monallcry 
of St. Francifeo, bufinefs bdpg deferred till the enfuing day. Cortes 
attended the licentiate to the palace prepared for him, where he enter- 
tained him moll lumptuoufly, but his politencfs and grandeur of man- 
ner was moie linking than all the infomuch that, the licentiate ob- 
ferved privately to Ui^ friendst that Cortes mull have been for ‘a long 
time pall exercifing himfelf in the maimers of a gics|t inan.» . . 

On the enfuing day, the tbuncil of j^exicol' and all the cit il and 
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inilitaty offio^V V|ctcr^ foldicrsf VfCK aflcinblol by order; aiid 

Concede l^ti produced his authority ‘from 
hifMajcflyV Vnibh Coi-tbs Having' kidcd, and placed upon his head in 
token of ild)miin6h/ ivd' ^' declared our .o^dience to, as in duty 
houn^.'Vl^he licentiate thieh' t^ived'and returned back the rod of juilicc, 
iif tOm^ofthe fujrrender oC the gowrnment into his handb. faying to 


Coi^i^l^^er^'this g^rhme^^ I receive from you by his Majcfty*s 

means implied that you are not 

mM -1 ■■Jx" * t. • -.1 ^ ^ r\ s‘a rw^ i • i .1 1 


worthy ]df;thisj;’‘df,Kigli«rtrufts.*‘ To which the general replied, 
|hat he. waa always! HsfpfQT in obeying, his Majclly’s commands, and 
' ’^bid' ^t' was alfo a fatisTaiSidn to him, that he would be thereby enabled 
to' pri^iFtfthe fidlcdibodanil''^ of hiV enemies. ‘ The licentiate in 
anlwcr'^i^^^%idt.whc^ wi^ good men, there were allb bad, and fuch 
was the w'bfld; Hut^that to would be repaid in kind. * This was 
nil the matcrid buhriefs c^the'day; ^^On-thc next, Cortes attended the 
'^fummon of the jkw, gov%nori whp,rcirt>k much refpctSl, and 

they had a cemfeinhoci 'at'^’hich ho one: was "prcle^^ except the prior 
Thomas Orri'ISr) buit 'It is faid and believed that the licentiate addrcflcd 
Cortes, to th!Q‘fo0>w]^g4|jK;^. ‘ He 5r(^ observed that it had been his 


tions, confidermg mort^pe^ foldilhrs wlso 'firfl:* came thither 

from Cuba;' and thit it this was not the cafe, 

for thiCt they had while jiif^S'hcwlylSfriVcd had wealth 

'heaped tipon th^m,'; XVitlibbt dSy Juiflt:^ Cortes, to this, re- 

plied, th^f all liad'^t fhares, but tjiat fame of thefe it was true turned 
out much inferiof lo others ; luiwcvet it in his power as governor 
npW fo rcdtffy th&t.’* The governor tiim how it happened 

that he had left Luis dc Godov lo peclEHl^ >n^nt in a diiiant fettkment, 
when the'vckrans^''bught to have widfPni^red'to'reinain and enjoy the 
comforts ti^j^abl^hed.poninionl'^ Mexico, and%e.tiew colonizations 
have ehqdircd^hdy Captain Lui^ 

Marm, BeSend t)li& jel C^lrriS^^ appioved foldicrs 

■ ' * had 
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}i;ui birn r.iko:i c.rc of. Curref* rcplicJ, that foi bufincfs of d.in«cr it 
wa-i to employ any but liis vcter.ini ; but tliat tiny would foon 

be cxpetflccl Rturn to Mexico, being then upon their roavl thitlier. TIu* 
governor next atkevl bun, rather lli.irply, about his inipriuleiit march 
againfl Chridoval de Oli, undertaken without his Maj. dv’s ordeis or 
pcrmifllon. wliich Coitcs anfwercd, that Ik- cv)n(i'l -K-d it to be 
neceflary for liis Majelh ’s iii\icc, as the dangerous t fleets ot fuch ex- 
ample among ofliiers intruded with feparate commands might be very 
rxtenfive, and that he liad, previous to fetting out, reported to his Ma- 
jedy his intention fo to do. He then queflioned Cortes as to the affair:, 
of Narvaez, Garay, and Tapia, to all which Cortes gave fuch fatis- 
factory anfwcrs that the governor feem' d to be well confenteii thcrc- 

Witlj. 


Adtr Cortex liad retired. Fray Tboma: Ottiz called on three pci-. 
Ton': intiniate fi lends of the general, and wjtli great earnednefs tolil them 
the fame wliith Ire on the enfuing morning told to Cortes lumfelf ; for 
coming to him at that time, and defiring to fj«ak to him in private, he 
then allured him, with many protedations of fricnddiip, and wifhes to 
ierve him, that the governor had fccrct orders from his Majefty, imme- 
diately to behead him, and that he had thought it proper, in conform- 
ity with tire duty of his facred funflioir, as well as from his private 
regard, to give him early intelligence. This friendly communication 
It may be fuppofed gave Cortes a gixxl deal to reflect upon ; he had been 
informed of the intriguing and fimulating charattcr of tire f riar, vrd 
was induced to think that this miglrt be done to induce him 
to give a bribe for his intcrccfllon. Others laid aftcrwardi that Ortiz 
a<^led by the direidions of the governor. Cortes, however, received his 
pretended friendly information with many thanks, declaring his liojres 
that his Majefty had a different opinion of his fcrvices, than to proceed 
againll him in that manner, and that he had too high an opinion of the 
governor, to fuppofc he would do any thing without warrant. 
When the friar found that his tricks were not attended by the cfKct 

Lli that 
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that he h^d flattered himfelf with, heeremained much confufcd, and 
did not know what to fay. 

The new governor iflucd public notice, that all who had complaints 
to make againfl: the former adminiflration of the country, (hould bring 
them forward, whether they were concerning Cortes, the civil, or the 
military oflicers. ■ In confequence of this a holl of accufers, litigants, 
and claimants, ftarted up. All the generaKs private enemies brought 
acculations againfl him; others who had really juftice on their fide laid 
claim to what was due to them. Some allcdged that they had not re- 
ceived their proper fliares of gold, others that they had not been fuflici- 
cntly rewarded, and others demanded remuneration for their horfes kil- 
led in the wars, although they had gotten ten times the value in gold ; 
and fome demanded fatisfatflion for pcrfonal injuries, jufl at the period 
when the governor had opened his court to give a hearing to all 
the parties, it was God’s will, and for our flns and misfortunes, that 
he (hould be taken fuddenly ill of a fever, and a lethargy coming on 
him he remained in tliat flatc four days. His three phyficians then ad- 
vifed him to confefs and receive the facrament, wliich he did with 
great devotion, and appointed as his fucccflbr in the government, Mar- 
cos de Aguilar who had come with, him from Caflille. Some faid that 
the latter was only a bachelor and not a licentiate, and therefore incapa- 
ble of adting j however the governor left him orders not to proceed fur- 
ther with the bulincfl of the court, but that all (hould be laid befoit 
his Majeity. On the ninth day from the time he was taken ill, the 
governor gave up his breath to our Lord. The whole city went into 
mourning on the occaflon. The military deplored his lofs with parti- 
cular realbn, for he certainly intended to redrefs all abufes, and to re- 
ward us according to our merits. 

I heard an meedpte of him, at the time of his death, and it was 
this. He was of a gay diipofltion and fond of mufle; to divert his 
lethargy, his attendants brought a lute,, and played upon it in his apart- 
ment; 
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iiK-nt; ami they faid that while they played him a favourite air, he beat 
rime to it, and jull as it was hnilhed he expired. What malignities 
and Handers were now circulated againH Cortes, by his enemies in Mex« 
ico ! they faid that he and Sandoval had poifoned the governor, as he 
had before done Garay. The mod bufy in this malicious aihiir w'as the 
f riar Ortiz. It appeared as if the vellel which brought them had been 
infe<5lcd with the difeafe of which the governor died; above a hundred of 
tliofc who came in it having died at lea or after landing. All the friars 
except a very few were fwept off, and the contagion pervaded the city 
)f Mexico. 

It was the wifh of thole who were enemies to Cortes, that the 
enquiry Hiould be proceeded on in the fame manner as was intended be- 
fore the death of the late governor. Cortes alTertcd his readineO;, pro- 
vided th.at the new governor Aguilar would take upon him the refpon- 
libility of adling contrary to the tellamcnf of his prcdccdlbr. The coun- 
cil ot' Mexico however infifted that Aguilar Was ineligible to that high 
fituation, on account of his age, infirmities, and other incapacities, 
which indeed were pretty evident. They therefore recommended that 
Cortes (hould be alTociated with him, but he infiflcd on adhering (Iridt- 
ly to the letter of the teflamcnt of his predeceflbr, and Cortes was alfo 
entirely adverfe to taking any (hare of the authority, for private rcafons, 
fo that the whole weight relied on this poor hc<5lic old man, who was 
obliged to drink goat's milk, and to be fucklcd by a CaHillian woman 
to keep him alive. 

I will now go to a diAance both in time and place, to relate that 
which happened to us on our journey to Mexico from Naco, where 
we were waiting to hear from Sandoval, who was to fend us notice of 
the failing of Cortes, which intelligence we never received, Saavedra, 
I have already mentioned, malicioufly fupprclling the letters with \\ hich 
he waf> intruded. 
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When our captain Marin and the icft of us found that we were 
difappointed, in the receipt of our expected intelligence, we determin- 
ed to fend a party to Truxillo to learn the truth. Accordingly ten of 
the cavalry, of which I was one, fet o.it, and on our arrival at a place 
named Olancho, we learned from fomc Spanrards that Cortes had failed. 
This intelligence was foun after confirmed to us in a communication we 
had with Saavedra; we therefore returnetl to our Captain Marin with 
the good news, and foon after we all fet out with joyful hearts 
for Mexico. I recollcdt we threw Hones at the country we left be- 
hind us. ■ 

On our way, at a place called Maniani, we met five foldicrs who 
had been fent by Alvarado in fearch of us. They were commanded by 
one of our veterans named Diego de Villanueva, a brave foldicr. As 
foon as we liad recognized each other and falutcd, we enquired for 
his Captain Alvarado, who, he informed us was not far diHant, and 
whom accordingly, after two days march farther, we fell in with. 
Our meeting took place at the town of Cholulteca Malalaca, and n third 
party joined us there, compofed of captains under Pedro Arias de 
'\vila, who met Alvarado’s party to adjuH feme difference aboiM 
bounds. We remained here together for three days. Alvarado at this 
lime font one Gafpar Arias de Avila, a confidential friend -of his to 
treat with Captain Pedro Arias, about fome particular bufinefs, I be- 
lieve relative to a marriage ; for Captain P. A. de Avila feemed much 
devoted to Alvarado. 

Continuing our march, wo crofled a hoflilc country where the 
natives killed one of our foldicrs, and wounded three others. 7'he 
want of time prevented our punifhing them as they deferved. Further 
on, in Guatimala, they had alfo manned the paHcs againH us, and we 
were detained three days in forcing our way ; here 1 received a wound 
of an arrow, but it was of little coniequcnce. We then arrived at the 
valley w here the city of Guatimala is how built, the people of which 

were 
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were all hollilc; I recoIle<5t th.i; here wc haJ a number of ITiocks of an 
earthquake, very long in their duration, and fo violent as to throw {e* 
vcral of the foldiers to the ground. 

When wc paded old Guatimala, tlic natives had nfrcmblcd to give 
us an hollilc reception, but wc drove them away before us, and took 
pofleflion of their magnificent dwellings and quadrangles, for that 
night, and on the enfuing day wc hutted ourfclvcs on the plain, where' 
we halted for ten days; during which time Alvarado fent fiinrimons to 
the ncighlx)uring Indians, to come in and fubmit. Wc delayed here 
to receive their anfwcrs, which none of them thought proper to fend. 
We then proceeded on our journey by Jong marches, until wc mached 
the ftation of Alv.irado*s main force, at Olintepeque. After halting 
there for fome days wc procaded on towards Mexico, by Soconuzco, 
and Teguantepeque. On this march wc lufl two of our Spaniards, and 
the Mexican lord Juan Vclafqucz who had been a chief under Guati- 
motzin. 

When wc arrived at Guaxaca, wc learned the news of the death 
of the governor Ponce de Leon. Anxioufly prc0ing forward for Mex- 
ico, wc arrived at Chaleo, from whence wc fent forward meflengers to 
Cortes to inform him of our approach, and requeuing that he would 
provide us good quarters, which wc much required, for it was now 
two years and three months iincc wc fet out upon our expedition. As 
Cortes knew of our approach, he rode out with many cavaliers to meet 
us on the caufeway, and accompany us into the city. Wc went on 
our arrival, to the great church, to return our thanks to God. From 
thence wc attended the general to his palace, where he had a fumptu- 
ous entertainment provided for us. Alvarado went to his rchdcnce in 
the fortrefs, of which he had been appointed alcalde. Luis Marin 
went to lodge with Sandoval, and I and another friend named Captain 
Ivuis Sanchez, were taken by Andrez de Tapia to his houfe. Sandoval 

and 
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and all our friends, and Cortes among the reft, fent us prefents of 
neceftarics, as alfo gold and cocoa for our expences. 

On the next day my friend and I, accompanied by Sandoval and 
Andres dc Tapia, proceeded to wait upon the governor Aguilar, who 
received us with much politenefs, but declared his inability to make 
any new arrangements, the whole being left to his Majefty’s arbitration; 

’ but that if he was authorifed, he w'ould do every thing that lay in his 
power to*givc us fatisfa€tion. At this time arrived from the Iftand of 
Cuba, Diego de Ordaz whom I have already mentioned as the circulat- 
or of the report of our deaths ; he was feverely taxed for his impropri- 
ety, but moft folcmnly denied it to us, averring that he had only written 
an account of the unfortunate affair at Xicalonga as it really happened, 
and any mifn*prcfcntation that was made, the faeftor w'as accountable 
for ; and for the truth of what he afterted he referred to his letters. 
Cortes had at this time too much bufinefs on his hands to embarrafs 
himfclf any further with this ; he therefore thought proper to drop it, 
and endeavour to refeue his property, wdiich had been difpofed of upon 
the fuppolition of his death. A great part of it had been appropriated 
to the expences of celebrating his funeral fervice, and to the faying maf- 
fes for his foul and ours, to give credit to the report; and thefc 
perpetual maftes which had been fo purchaled out of the property of 
Cortes upon the fuppofttion of his death, and for Ihe good of his foul, 
were now that he was found to be alive, and no longer to be in need of 
them, purchafed by one Juan de Caccres, for the benefit of his own 
foul, whenever he was to die ; lb that Cortes was more removed from 
the re-attainment of his property than ever. 

Ordas who was a wife man and one of experience in worldly aftairs, 
feeing that Cortes was neglcdtcd and had fallen in public eftimation 
lince his being fuperceded by the governor Ponce de Leon, advifed him 
to aiTume more confequence and a more ftately appearance than his na- 
tiual difpolition prompted him to, in order to maintain the rcfpe<ft that 

was 
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was due to him; but fuch wa^his natural plamncfs of manners, that he 
never at any time liked to be called otherwile than limply, Cortes, and 
truly it was a great and noble name in itfclf, and as much revered as 
Caefar's and Pompey’s in the time of the Romans, Hannibal’s among 
the Carthaginians, or in our time that of Gonzalo 1 Icrnandcz, or the moll 
valiant and ever invincible Dugo C»arcia de Paredes. Ordaz alfo in- 
formed Cortes of tlie report that was circulated through Mexico, of its 
being his intention to put the fadtor to death privately in jail; and he 
warned him of the man being powerfully patronifed. 

The treafurer ERrada at this time married olT two of his daughters 
one to Jorge de Alvarado, another to Doa Luis de Guzman fon to the 
Count De CaRellar. It w’as then fettled that Pedro de Alvarado Ihould 
go to CaRille to folicit the government of Guatiimla, and he in the 
mean time fent his brother Jorge to that province with a force of our 
allies of diRcrent nations, to reduce it. The governor alfo about that 
period fent a force againll the province of Chiapa under the command 
of Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman, a near relation of the duke of Me- 
dina Sidonia ; an other to the province of Tal)afco under Balthafar OlTo- 
rio, and a third againR the Zapotccan mountaineers under Alonzo de 
Herrera, one of our veterans. 

After lingering for eight months, the governor Marcos de Aguilar 
gave up the ghoR, leaving by tcRamcnt the treafurer Alonzo de ERrada 
his lucceRbr. At this time, the council of Mexico and many principal 
Spaniards were folicitous that Cortes Ihould be aRuciated with the trea- 
furer in the government, the latter appearing entirely incompetent at the 
prefent juncture, more particularly for the following rcafon. Nuno 
de Guzman who had for two years governed the province of Panuco, 
was a man of a moR furious and tyrannical difpolition, arbitrarily extend- 
ing the bounds of his jurifdidlion, and putting to death all who dared 
to oppofe his will. Thus Pedro Gonzalez de Truxiilo, a perfon of no- 
ble condition, allying with truth that his diRridt was a dependency of 

Mexico^ 
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Mexico, the other without any ccrcmoijy ordered hun to be immedi- 
ately hanged, w'hich was accordingly done, contraiy to all juflicc. 
I Ic alfo put many other Spaniards to death, apparently for no rcafon 
except to make himfclf feared, and fet the autliority of the governor of 
Mexico at defiance. In order therefore to curb the infolencc of Guz- 
man, it was the w’iflr of many that Cortes flrould take a Hiarc in the 
government, but he w^as utterly adverfe to it, knowing the dilHcuIties, 
and the dangerous pow'cr and more dangerous malignity of his enemies, 
for as ufual, upon the death of Aguilar the (lory was again induilri- 
oully circulated, that it was owing to poifon given him by Cortes. 

It was determined on the peremptory rcfu/al of the latter, that 
Sandoval who was alguazil major, ihould adt conjointly with the trea- 
furcr, and lie was willingly accepted as an alTociate by him. His firft 
bufinefs on entering into office was, to endeavour to bring to jufticc one 
Ruano, who had fled from Mexico for fomc crime. He flnee became 
a rich man, for, efcaping for the prefent, he eluded juiUcc altogether, 
though Sandoval did his utmofl: to apprehend him. 

Certain perfons, the inveterate and adtivc enemies of Cortes, now 
perfuaded the treafurer to write to Caflillc, to reprefent at court, that he 
had been compelled by the influ^nceof Cortes, toafibciatc Sandoval with 
him in the government, contrary to his inclination, and to his Majef- 
ty*s fervice. They by the fame opportunity tranfmitted a volume of 
malignant fulfcboods, which they had raked up againfl the general, 
fuch as that he hail poifoned I .uis Ponce dc Leon, and Marcos de Agui- 
lar the governors, as alfo the Adilaiitado Garay, and that. he had en- 
deavoured to adminifler arftnic in cheefccakcs to a number of people at 
a fcafl. Alfo that he was plotting the fccret murders of the veedor and 
fadlor in jail. All W'hich lies were fupported by the induflry of the 
contador Albornoz, who was then in Caflillc. He was alfo charged 
ftrongly as to the death of his firft wife, and thefe things being thus 
urged, Cortes was in part judged imheard, an order being fent to rclcafe 

the 
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the vccdor and fatSlor, and an olHccr named Don Pedro de la Cueva 
commendador major of Alcantara, was ordered to go with three hun- 
dred foldicrs, at the coft of Cortes, and in cafe of his guilt being prov- 
ed, to inflidt the punifhment of death upon him, and diflribute his 
property amongfl. the veteran conquerors of Mexico. This was how- 
ever to be done under the judgment of a royal court of audience, to be 
prefent upon the fpot for the purpofe. All thefe pa*parations however 
ended in nothing ; for neither Don Pedro de la Cueva, nor the court of 
royal audience ever arrived. 

The treafurcr was -now greatly elevated by the countenance which 
lie received at court, and which he attributed to his being confidcred a 
fon of the catholic king. He difpofed of governments at his pleafure, 
fending his relation Mazariejos to make enquiry into the condud; of 
Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman in Chiapa, where they fay more pil- 
lage and plunder took place than ought to have done, fie alfo fent a 
force againfl the Zapotccans and Minxes under one De Barrios, faid to 
be a brave foldier, and who had ferved in Italy. 1 do not mean Barrios 
of Seville, the brother-in-law of Cortes. This officer marched againfl 
them with a hundred foldicrs, but the natives furprifed him one 
night, and killed him with feven more of the party. Such was the 
difference between us the veteran conquerors, and thefe raw half formed 
foldicrs, who did not know the arts and ffxatagcms of the enemy. The 
governor alfo fent a hundred of the new foldiers, under the command 
of a particular friend named Figuero, to the province of Guaxaca. On 
his route by the Zapotccans, Figuero fell in with a captain left in com- 
mand there by Marcos de Aguilar, named Alonzo Herrera, and fomc 
difpute arifing between them, fwords were drawn, Herrera wounding 
Jf^igucro, and three other foldicrs who were with him. Figuero find- 
ing himfelf not able to go into the field, and his foldiers not being fit 
for expeditions in the mountains, thought proper to fearch for and 
break open the fepulchres, in which the ancient chiefs of thofe coun- 
tries were interred, to make ^ prize of the gold, which according to 

Mmm cuftom 



( 450 ) 

ciiftom was buried with tlicm. In this manner he colLcled to tlie 
value of above one hundred thoufand crowns, and with this wealth, 
which was increafcii by prclcnts, he fet off for Mexico, leaving the 
provinces in a worfe ftate than he found them. From Mexico he went 
to Vera Cruz, and embarking for Caftille, the veffel in which he failed 
was loft in a gale of wind, and he all his w'calth went to the bot- 
ton. Tlic buftnefs of fubjedling thefe Indians was fiiuilly left to us, tire 
conquerors of Guacacualco, who at length brought them to pc'ace, for 
their cuftoln was to fubmit during the fummer, and to break into rebel- 
lion as foon as the torrents made their country inacccfl'ible. I \%'as on 
three expeditions againft them. The town of St. Alfonfo is now built 
there, to keep them in ftibje<ftion. 

When the governor heard how his friend had been maltreated by 
I'igucro, he fent the officers of juftice to apprehend him; he however 
cfcaped to the rocks and woods, but they took a foldier who ufed to 
accompany him, and brought him prifoncr to Mexico, where, without 
a hearing, the governor ordered his right hand to be ftruck oft*. His 
name was Cortejo, and by birth lie was a gentleman. 

A fervant of Sandoval alio at this time wounded a fervant of the 
rreafurer, in a quarrel. The treafurcr had him arrefted, and command- 
ed his right hand to be cut off*. Cortes and Sandoval Were at this time 
at a place called Quemavaca, partly from motives of prudence. On 
hearing of this infult they pofted off' to Mexico, and it is (kid that Cor- 
tes ufed fuch cxpreftions to the treafurer upon the fubjciff, as to put the 
latter in fear of his life. He called his friends about him. to form a 
guard for his perfon, and immediately releafed the veedor and fa^or 
from jail. By their advice the governor was then induced to iffue an 
order, for the inftant cxpulfion of Cortes from Mexico. This being 
jicprcfentcd to Cortes, he declared his xeadinefs to obey, fince it was the 
will of God, that he who had gained that city, at the expence of h:s 
beff blood, by day and by night, fhould be banifhed from it, by the 
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Iiafc and unworthy: and that he would fet out immediately, and de> 
mand juftice from his Majefty. 

Inftanrly therefore qaittinpr the city, he went to one of iiis country 
rcfidcnces at Ciiyoacan, from whence in a few days he procccdcvi to- 
wards the coaft. At tliis time the lady of tiu: treafurer, a perfon well 
worthy of memory for lur many virtues, feeing the dangerous confe- 
qu ‘uccs likely to refult from his ahfurd and arbitraiy' conditrt, expt»fl»i- 
latcd with him on it, reminding him of the many fovours he had re- 
ceived from Cortes, the ingratitude with which he had repaid him, and 
the many fiiends that Cortes had. Tlu fe reprefentations are faid to have 
operated on the mind of tlie treafurer, fo as to cuufe finccrc repentance 
of the lleps that he liaJ taken. 

At this time arrived in New Spain F'ray Julian Oarrios, firft bilhop 
of Tlafcala, and W'ho in honour to our lord the moft chriftian Emperor 
was named Carolcnlc, When this reverend prelate heard of the pro- 
ceedings of the governor againft Cortes, he was highly difplcafed with 
them, and two days after his arrival in Mexico where he was received 
with great pomp, at the requeft of the governor, he undertook to me- 
diate lx:twixt them. of thefe feditious perfons fuch as there arc 

in all focicties, knowing the difTatisfadtion of Cortes, cflcrcd him their 
ferviccs if he would fet himfclf up as an independent monarch, in New 
Spain. Thefe people he immediately arrefted, threatening to put them 
to death, and he wrote diredlly to the bKhop of Tlafcala, to inform 
him of the treafon. He had alfo received limilar ofiers from Mexico, 
which he^eated in the fame manner. The reports of wh.it was going 
on howdltr fo terrified the veedor and fadtor, who did not know to 
what extent Cortes might be induoxl to go, that they became incclTant 
in their felicitations to the governor to accelerate the departure of the 
bilhop of Tlafcala. This prelate having waited upon Cortes, and found 
every part of his condudt pcrfedlly to his fatisfadlion, wrote back to 
Mexico tp inform the government there of the refult of his obfervations ; 
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the unalterable determination of Cortes tQ> go to Old Spain, and a (cvere 
cenfurc from himfelf, upon the mi(condu€i: of thofe who had been the 
caufc of his quitting Mexico. 1 do not know whether Cortes returned 
to that city in order to arrange his private concerns, but he appointed 
feveral agents for that purpofe, thr principal of whom was the licenti« 
ate Altamirano. He brought with him from Mexico many curiofitics 
of the country for his Majefty, fuch as various kinds of birds unknown 
in Europe, two tigers, many barrels of ambergris and indurated balfarn, 
and another kind that refcmbled oil, four Indians expert at playing the 
flick with their feet, other Indian danceis who had a manner of appear- 
ing as if they flew in the air, three humpbacked dwarf^ '>f extra* linary 
deformity, and alfo fbme male and female Indians whole- fkms were 
remarkable for their whitenefs, and who have a natural defctfl of vifion. 
He was alfo attended by feveral young chiefs of the Tlafcalan and Mex- 
ican nations, whom he ronfented to take to Europe with him^ at then 
own rcqucfls. 
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CHAPTFR IX. 


Cortes goes to Europe', i\ created Marquis of the VaJU^ 
oj GuaxacaS Account of variuv'- IranfaElions and occurrences 
in Old and Nexo Spain. Death ami char.a6ler oJ the Marquis- 
of the Valley, 

(^ORTKS now receivetl ktttV’ ti»m the preiident of the Indies, the 
Duke of Bejar, and feveral other of hit, friends, informing him of the 
necciTity of his appearance in Caihllc, to do away the malignant accufa<- 
tions of his enemies. Others alfo informed him of the death of his father 
Martin Cortes. Having performed the funeral oblequies to his father, 
he ordered two Hiips to be purchafed, which he florcd with fiich qtian- 
titie.s of provifions of every kind, that the overplus when he arrived in 
Spain, would have fufliced for a two years voyage. 

For nruiking then* preparations he employed his major domo who 
'was named Efquival. This ofHccr crofling the lake of Mexico to Ayot** 
eingo in a large canoe with fix Indian rowers and one Negro, and hav- 
ing fomc ingots of gold in his poUidlion, was way-ltud and murdered 
tbmcwherc on the lake. The m.inntr of his death never was known, 
neither canoe, Indians, or Negro, ever being traced. The body of 
Efquival was found four days after in a fmall ifland, half eaten by birds 
of prey. There were many fufpicions entertained about this af&ir; the 
man was faid to be a great boaflcr of the favours he received from the 
ladies. There were alfo other bad flories told of him, which gave riic 
to fufpicions of fuch a nature as 1 cannot relate; no great enquiry was 
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made as to his death, God paidon him his Hns ! Cortes appointed other 
officers to cmnplete the preparations for his voyage. He offered by pro- 
damation a free pai&ge to all fuch Spaniards as obtained a permiffion 
from the government to go to Caffille, and a fupply of provifions to 
them on the voyage. 

All things being ready, and having confdTed and comulgated, he 
embarked in company with Sandoval, Tapia, and other cavaliers, and 
after a voyage of forty one days arrived in Europe, difembarking near 
the town of Palos; as foon as he fet his foot on fhore he fell on his 
knees, to return thanks to God for his mercies. Hk arrival in Old 
Spain was in the month of December in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and twenty feven. To good fortune fucceeded grief, by the death 
of the brave Captain Sandoval, after a lingering ficknefs, at his lodg- 
ings in the houfe of a rope maker at Palos, who, in his prefence, rob- 
bed him of thirteen bars of gold. This rogue perceiving his weak fitu- 
ation, f^t his fervants on a pretended meflage from Sandoval to Cortes, 
who was then at Nueflra Senora de la Ravida, and having the houfe to 
himfelf, went into Sandoval's room, and breaking open his cheft, took 
out the gold, while our poor friend lay in bed unable to refifl; him, and 
appiehenflve, if he made any outciy, that the fellow would fmother 
him in the bedclothes. As foon as he had got the gold he made his 
efcape with it into Portugal, where he could not be purfued. Cortes 
ihordy after arrived, and was informed of what had happened, but 
purfuit was too late. Sandoval then grew worfe every hour, and the 
phyficians recommended confeflion; which being done, and having 
received the holy facrament, in a fhort time after he gave up the ghoff, 
but not before he had made a will, whereby he left his property to a 

who afterwards married a natural fon of the Count de Mcdelin. 
Sandoval died univerfally regretted. His funeral was attended by a great 
train of mourners, among whom was Cortes. God pardon him his 
fins! amen. 


Cortes 
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Cortes fcnt an cxprcfs to Majcfty, anJ alfo to liis patrons at 
court, informing them of his arrival, an».i allb of the death of his friend 
Sandoval, whofe merits and fervicea were known to his Majefty, and 
for whofe lofs he was plcafcd to cxprcfs great regret. The Duke of 
Bejar and the Count of Aguilar, on receiving the intelligence, waited 
on his Majefty, but found him in poflclTion of it by the letter of Cortes. 
His Majeffy feemed to have at prefent a convidlion of that ofTieer’s loy- 
alty, for which his friend the Duke of Bejar had been three times obli- 
ged to engage his life, for he was plcafcd to order that in all the cities 
and towns through which Cortes pafTcd, he (liould be 'received with 
the highed honour. 

When he arrived at Seville he was entertained there by the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia, who made him a prefent of fcveral beautiful horlcs. 
From thence he proceeded, to aiicnd the nine tiays devotions to our Lady 
of Guadeloupe. Danna Maria, wife of tlie cummendador Don Fran- 
eifeo de los Cohos, with many other ladies of great rank arrived at the 
fame time. As foon as Cortes had paid his devotions, given charity to 
the poor, and ordered mafs to be faid, he went attended by all his re- 
tinue of cavaliers to pay his refpedts to Donna Maria, the beautiful lady 
her nder, and the many others of diAinguilhed rank who were in her 
company. Here Cortes had an opportunity of exhibiting that polite- 
nefs, gallantry, and gcncrolity, in which he furpafled all men. He 
made prefents of golden ornaments of great value, to all, but more cf- 
pecialiy to Donna Maria and her filler: and to each lady he gave a pen- 
ache of green feathers, richly ornamented w'ith gold. He then produ- 
ced his Indian dancers who threw the Hick from one foot to another, 
to tiie altoniliimcnt of the fpeitlators, and in addition to ail this, undcr- 
ftanding that one of the mules belonging to the lifter of Donna Maria 
was unable to travel, he caufcd to be purchafed for her two of the fineft 
that could be procured for money. He allb waited the departure of thofc 
ladies for the court, attending them upon the journey and providing 
magnilicent entertainments for them, the honours of which he did 
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with a grace peculiar to himfelf, infomu|^h that Donna Maria de Men- 
doza began to entertain thoughts of an alliance between her filler and 
Cortes. However in marriages as in other cafes it is the hand of God 
which leads us, and therefore no more need be faid upon the fubjedt. 
Donna Maria was fo taken with the politenefs and generofity of Cortes, 
that Ihc wrote to the commendador of Leon faying, that the fame of 
Cortes and his heroic adlions was far Ihort of the judgment which mull 
be formed of him, by thofc who had the good fortune of his acquain- 
tance, and brought over her hulband completely to his intcrell. 

When our general arrived at court, his Majclly was plealed to 
appoint the apartments to receive him, and his friends came out in a 
body to meet him on the road. On the enfuing day he went by per- 
milTion to throw himlclf at his Majclly *s feet, being attended by the 
Duke of Bejar, the admiral of the Indies, and the commendador of 
Leon. His Majclly commanded him to rife, and Cortes, after a Ihort 
enumeration of his fcrviccs, and vindication of his conduct from the 
afperliuns of his enemies, prefented a memorial wherein the whole was 
fully detailed. His Majclly having received it, commanded him to 
rife, and immediately honoured him with the title of Marquis del Valle, 
and the order of St. Jago. He alfo gave him an ellatc to maintain his 
new dignity, and confirmed him captain general of New Spain and of 
the louth fcas. Cortes, thus loaded with honours, retired from the 
royal prcfencc to receive in a few days a Hill greater than all. Shortly 
after his arrival in Toledo he fell dangeroully ill ; when the Emperor 
heard it, he did him the honour of paying him a vifit in perfon. He 
however recovered in a Ihort time, and the particular favour of his 
Majclly encouraged him to alTume a rank and charadler equal to his 
high title. One funday that his Majelly was at mafs in the cathedra], 
and feated according to cuilom with his nobility each in his proper lla- 
tion, Cortes, dcfignedly as it is faid, came there late, and after all were 
feated s and palling before the whole of them, took his place next to 
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the Count (le Nafao, who wag neareft to tlic F,m{vror. This gave 
great offence to many though others faiil it was by the Emperor’^ ih'firc. 
Indeed Cortes began to feel his elevation lo much, that it maile him 
not hold fomc of his former patrons in the effimation he ought, 
all his attention being beftowed on the Duke of JBejar, the Coutu dc 
Nafu>, and the admiral. Thinking that now the ball was at his foot 
with the iupport of fuch great men, he applied to the Emperor for the 
government of New Spain; this requeff, though fupported by !u's 
patrons, did not fiiccccd, his Majefty thinkinj^ he had done fulli- 
ciently and that fomc of his attention was due to thofc conquerors, by 
whofe affiftanee he had gained that country. From this time Coites 
did not feem fo much in favour as bcfoit-. 

His Majefty was then proceeding on his journey to Flander'-. After 
his departure, the marriage took place between the Marquis tli 1 Valle, 
and Donna Juana dc Zuniga, on which occafion he prefented his lady 
with the moft: magnificent jewels that ever h«id ba*n in Caftille. Her 
Majefty Que-en Ifabclla, from the account given by the lapidaries, ex- 
prefled a wifh to have fome, which Cortes accorilmgly prefented her 
w'ith, but it is faid that they w'crc not fo fine or fo valuable as thofc 
which he gave to his lady. 

I will now relate fomc other circumftanccs, fuch as I have heard 
concerning him while he refided in Caftille. One was, that Queen 
Ifabclla was not his friend on account of the appearances of ingratitude 
in his rondu<5t to his patrons, and alfo in confequcnce of the inferiority 
of the prefents which he made her. However Ihc ordered in the Em- 
peror’s abfcnce, that he fhould have every fupport from the council of 
the Indies. Cortes at this time obtained permiffion to fit out two fhips 
on a voyage of difcovery to the fouth feas, with a condition that he 
fhould enjoy certain rights and revenues from whatever lands were acqui- 
red to the crown of Spain. Don Pedro dc la Cueva was at this time at 
court ; this w as the officer who was to have gone to Mexico to try, and 
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if found guilty, to execute Cortes. Th^ were now on the moft ami- 
cable and intimate footing. Don Pedro told him that even his innocence 
would have been fufficiently expenlive to him, as the coils of the expe- 
dition, which he mull have paid, amounted to upwards of three hun- 
dred thoufand crowns. All thofe, and other particulars we received an 
account of in private letters, as w’cll from the Marquis del Valle, as from 
other perfons. He now fent a gentleman to Rome, to kifs the feet of 
his Holinefs Pope Clement, and with a rich prefent of gold, iilvcr, and 
jewels. He allb fent feme of the Indians who played with the ilick, 
and a full memorial ortdl circumftanccs concerning the newly difeovered 
country. He alfo took this opportunity to fupplicatc for a partial remif- 
iion of the tithes of New Spain. 

This gentleman, Juan dc Herrada, was a brave foldicr, who at- 
tended Cortes in his expedition to Honduras. After he returned from 
Europe he w'cnt to Peru, where Don Diego de Almagro left him in the 
ofHcc of governor to his fon. He was highly in the confidence of this 
family, and ferved as Macftre de Campo to the young Almagro j he 
w'as alfo captain of the party which killed Don Francifeo Pizajro tlic 
elder. 

His Holinefs on the receipt of the letters returned thanks to God 
for the opportunity of making fo many thoufand converts to the holy 
faith. He alfo praifed the ferviccs rendered by us, to the church and 
our monarch, and fent us bulls of indulgence from penalties of our fins, 
with others for churches and hofpitals. In regard to the tithes, I do 
not know what was done. The Indians were brought to dance before 
his Holinefs and the cardinals, who cxprefTcd their high fatisfadlion at 
their performances. After Herrada had concluded his bufinefs at Rome, 
he returned with a liberal reward from Pope Clement, who gave him 
the title and rank of count palatine, and wrote by him, ilronglyrequefl- 
ing for him a grant of a confklcrable plantation in New Spain, which 
lie never received, and in confcquence went to Peru. 


While 
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While Cortes was in Caftillc, the incnib^TS of tlic royal court of 
aiulicncc arrived in Mexico. *Nuno dc Guzman fu! ineily governor of 
Panuco was the prcfiJcnt. The Oydors were, foui licentiates, hy name 
Matienzo, IX'lgadillo, Maldonado, (I do not mean Alonzo Maldonado 
the good who was governor of Guatimala) and Parada. Thefe magiA 
trateb from their hrlt arri\al fhewed a determination to do juftice. They 
were armed with greater powers than any officers ever lent by his 
Majelfy to New Spain. Tlicy were alfo intruded with the manage- 
ment of the final partition of landed property, wherein his Majelfy had 
particularly charged them to take care of the intcreffs of the conquerors. 
On their arrwal, they iflued a proclamation, requiring the attendance 
of an agent from each fcttlcmcnt, with memorials and returns of the 
fcvcral dilfridfs. The agents all arrived in the courfc of a few days. I 
was then in Mexico on my office of proenrador findico of tlie town of 
Guacacualco j I polled off to the laft mentioned place, in order to at- 
tend at the cledfion of the agents, about which’ there: was a violent con- 
tell but plurality of voices decided it in favour of Captain Luis Marin 
and myfcif. When we arrived iat Mexico we found that tw'o of tlic 
oydors were dead of pleurifics, and that the faeftor Salazar had acquired 
fo complete an afccndency over the others, that they did nothing but as 
he advifed them. It was lucky for Cortes that he was not at Mexico; 
the death of the two oydors w'ouid have been certainly laid to his 
charge. 

The agents now called loudly for a final repartition; but the fadfor 
had perfuaded the prefident and oydors, not to agree to that which 
would be a diminution of their influence, hy taking fo much patronage 
out of their hands. It was alfo fettled, that Salazar fliould go to Europe 
to folkjt the government of New Spain for tlie preiident Guzman. He 
a(ff ually failed, but being ovartaken by a llorm was Ihipwrccke-tl on the 
coaft near Guacacualco, from whence he returned ta Mexico. The 
treafurer Eftrada died in a fhort time after his being fuperfeded, which 
he w'as more by his own temcnefs than from any right they could prove 
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from his Majcfty’s orders, for they were, that he fliould govern fukly ; 
nor was any thing faid of afTociaring Guzman with him ; whereas tlic 
latter ufurped the government to himfclf entirely, from the time he was 
appointed prefident of^ the court. He was much regretted by all, hav- 
ing conducted himfclf in fuch a manner as to give univerfal fatisfadtion, 
nor wouK! he Jhave wanted fupport if he had infilled on maintaining 
his office, 

A commiffion was appointed at Guatimala, where Jorge dc Alva- 
rado was efiablifhed, but 1 do not know the rcfult of it. 

In Mexico they proceeded with great feverity againfl the Marquis 
del Valle. The fadlor cfpecially took the opportunity to revile and 
flandcr him in the groffidl manner, and fouleft exprcllions. The Mar- 
quis’s friend the licentiate Altamarano remonftrated with the court ujion 
thefc indecencies, but to no good tffcdl, for the fadkor, countenanced 
by Guzman and the reft, became more abufive than before. The court 
was thereby thrown into confufion ; for Altamirano was at laft fo pro- 
voked as to draw his poniard, and would have put the fadtor to death 
had it not been for the interference of thofe prelcnt. Altimirano was 
carried to the fortrefs, the other was lent to his houfe, and the whole 
city was in an uproar. The licentiate, upon our fupplication, was at 
the end of three days rclcafed from confinement, and the prefent matter 
W'as made up; but a greater ftorm fuccceded, for at this time there arri- 
ved in Mexico one Zavalos, a rdatiun of the Captain Pamtillo de 
Narvaez, who had been fent by the wife of the latter in quell oi her 
hufband, who had gone as governor to the river of Palmas, and was 
fuppofod to have been loft or dead. When Zavalos arrived in Mexico, 
inftigated as is fuppofed by the members of the court, he lodged inform- 
ations againft all the foldiers of Cortes who had been concerned in the 
attack upon Narvaez. Of courfe nearly the whole of us who were in 
the city, and myfelf amongft the reft, amounting in all to about two 
hundred aird fifty, were apprehended, brought to trial, and convicted. 

We 
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Wc were fentcnced lo pay a finf of a certain quantify of gold, and to be 
banifhed to the diftance of five l«tgues from Mexico. I lowevcr the 
fcntcnce was but llightly enforced, the baniihmcnt being remitted and 
very tew paying the fine. 

The enemies of the Marquis del Valle now took a new groarid of 
attack againd him, whicli was, that he had embezzled the treafure of 
Montezuma and Guatimotzin, and that he was anfwcrablc to the fol- 
tliers, not only for tlwt which he had appropriated to his own ufi*, but 
alfo for that which he had fent to Europe as a prefent to his Majefty, 
and which had been captured by the corfair Juan Florin. A long ca- 
talogue o.^ otlier demands followeil, every one of which he \V'as con- 
demned up.Jtt, and his property fold for the payment. One Juan Xu- 
arei bis bnaher-in-law was alfo at this time brought forward, to demand 
jiidicc in open court for the murder of his fiftcr Donna Catalina, offer- 
ing to produce witne/Tes of the manner of her death. Many of us the 
friends of the Marquis, fixing the attacks that were made againfl him, 
met by appointpnent and under the licence of an alcalde, at the houfeof 
one Garcia Holguin, where we entered into a refolution to renounce all 
claim to the trcafurc; but when tiic oydors heard our bufiuefs, they 
ordered us all to be arrcAed, as they alleged, for meeting v.dthout per- 
mifTton. We produced to them the licence which we had obtained 
for the purpofe, hut the)’, to keep up appearances, banifhed us to the 
diftance of five leagues from Mexico. Wc w^erc however allowed to re- 
turn; though we ftill thought ourfclvcs hardly treated enough. 

New matter for confufion was now brought forward ; a proelama- 
tion was iffued that all perfons of Imlian defeent, or of that of Moors, 
who had been burned or ♦ enfanlK*nited by the holy inquifition, as far as 
the fourth degree from their ancefrors who had thus fuffired, fhould 
quit New Spain within four months from, the date thereof, on pain of 
lofing one half of their properties. It was moft wonderful to fee what 
hofts of accufers and informers llartcd up at once on this occafion, and 
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what flaruicrs and infamies were brougl^ forward. At laft it ended in 
the cxpnlfion of two individuals. 

The court was generous in fulfilling his Majc(ly*s commands, in 
regard to the old conquerors, who were all well provided for; thegreat- 
cil error it committed was, the cxceflivc licenfe given to the branding 
(laves. So many were made in the province of Fanuco that it Ixxamc 
almoft depopulated. The prefident Guzman, who was of a noble and 
liberal difpolition, made a new year's gift of a whole diftridl named 
(7uazpaltcpcque, to Albornoz who was newly returned from Spain. 
He brought with him his Majefty's patent, under which he erected 
fomc fugar works in Cempoal, which went to ruin after a few years. 
The oydor Delgadillo was cenfurcxl on account of his free gifts, for it 
was noticed that fome rent was referved to himfclf in them, and the 
confequent extortions and oppreflions of thofe he patronifed were cxcef- 
five. The condutfl of Guzman was equally rcprehenfible; as to the 
other oydor, Matienzo, he was fuperannuated. The abufes of this court 
came at length to fuch an excefs, that it was thought^ proper by the 
higher powers in Europe, completely to fupcrcedc it, and fubditutc 
one compof'ed of perfons of more dilcrction. Old Matienzo who was 
the lead objcilionable, was fent to Panuco to enquire into and i-emcdy 
the abu(« which had been . committed there. This officer ordered 
accounts or lifts of the (laves to be drawn out, to prevent them 
from being arbitrarily tranfported from one province to another, and he 
revoked the grants which the prefident and the other oydor had made 
to their friends and clients, beftovving the plantations upon thofe per- 
fbns who were pointed out by his Majefty's inftriuftions. Every one 
then who had acquired the plantations w'hich the)' were to deliver ■ up, 
inlifted that they had been granted as a reward of former merits, the 
proofs of which they endeavoured to adduce, and utterly difclaimcd all 
patronage or protection from the prefident and oydor. The confufion 
was extreme. However many if not almoft all fuccceded in keeping 
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what they had got, the only perfons deprived being Albomoz of' hi^ 
new year’s gift, one V’illaroc], and Villegas. 

As Toon as the members of the court iKard that they were to l)c 
iuperceded, they rcfolved to difpatch agents to Caftillc with plenty of 
wjtncHcs, fuch as were fit and well prepared for their purpofc, to vouch 
for the propriety of their condudt. It was determined to proceed to the 
election of the agents who were to be font on this occaflon, atid for this 
purpofc all the veteran conquerors, with many other perfons of ronnder<> 
ation, met in the great church, where the perfon was to be chofen by 
vote. Guzman and the oydors recommended the factor Salazar, and 
although tlicy had committed feme improprieties, yet .as they liad 
the main adtal fo well by us in the diftribution of property, we were 
rill well inclined to vote for the perfon recommended by them, and 
which they cxpcClcd us to do. When we had all aflcmblcd for the 
purpofc in the great church, there tvas fuch a noife and outcry fet up 
by perfons who had no hufinefs there, hut had crouded in, that it was 
hardly pofiiblc to proceed to the election. It was ordered that all who 
had not been fummoned fhould quit the place, but it was to no cftedl; 
they would not go, and at laft the qiicflion was obliged to be put to the 
whole. Since thofc who had no hufinefs there would neither quit the 
place nor be filent, it may he judged what kind of an eledlion it was. 
When we perceived how matters were going, it was agreed amongft 
us to adjourn until the following day, at the houfc of the prefident of 
the council, and none were fummoned but perfons of one way of think- 
ing. Of courfe it was amicably decided. In confcqucnce of an adjiifl- 
ment, two agents were to be chofen, one, Anthonio dc’Carvajal, on 
the part of the oydors, and another, Bernardino Vafqucz de Tapia, on 
that of Cortes. However it appeared, to me that both were equally de- 
voted to the views of the prefident; and. it was natural enough, for 
the latter had rendered much more fervicc to our interefl in his fhort 
time, than Cortes had done during the long period of his power* But 
fuch is the natural loyalty of the Spaniards, that we were more attached 
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to Cortes, from his having been our capta'.n, than he was to our inter- 
tfls, although he had his Mujefly’s orders to attend to them. Ot this 
a proof now occurred, for the prcfidcnt and oyJors irrtrigued tor an ap- 
plication to be made to his Majefty, in manner of a petition, againll 
the appointment or return of Cortes to New Spain, at any fiitinc tune. 
The groiindi upon which they mov'cd it were, tlie dangers tliat would 
occur from public diilvirhanccs and fa<5tions, which might end m tl\e 
lof. t)f the Csiuntry. This we oppofal with all our might, and Alva- 
rado, being at this time arrived in Mexico with the oflicc of govern jr 
and adelantado (>f Guatimala, and a commandcry of St. Jago, it wac 
agreed Isctwien him and the friends of Cortes, to Kay before his Niajcfty 
a jjatement of the whole aOnir, with the views of the members of the 
founcil; and it hereby appearing to the fupremc court of tlic Itulies, 
that all thele meafures were guidvvl by pallion and interefl, it confirmed 
the original determination to fupcrcede Guzman and the oydors. The 
prefence ot Cortes in Spain alfb at this period was highly favourable 
to his inteiefls, and he now was rapidly proceeding to the pinnacle of 
his fortune. 

When Nuno dc Guzman had received certain intelligence from 
Old Spain of his being fuperceded, he determined to go upon an expe- 
dition to the province of Xalifco, now* called New Gallicia. For this 
purpolc he collcdlcd the greateft force that he was able in Mexico, partly 
of volunteers, and partly of fuch as he compelled to join him by the 
weight of power of which he was not yet deprived. Thofc who did 
not ferve perfonally he compelled to find, or pay for fubilitutes, and 
thofc who had horfes were obliged to give tliem for half their value, 
lie brought with him a number of Mexicans as foldiers, or to convey 
his baggage, and cruelly oppreffed the provinces through which he 
paHixl. In Mcchoacan he obtained a great quantity of gold, which 
the inhabitants liad colledled and amailcd for ages pad ; it was much 
lowered in value by a mixture of lilvcr. The unfortunate chief of the 
province, not being able to gratify his avarice to its full extent, he fird 
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commanded him to be put to thp torture by burning his feet, and after- 
wards upon fotnc trifling and falfc allegations caufed him to he hanged, 
which was one of the wickedeft and crucllcfl adtions ever committed 
by an oflicer, and as fiich it was confldcred by every Spaniard in his 
army. I Ic brought from this province allb a number of natives loaded 
with booty, to the city of Compoftcllo, which he founded at a heavy 
expence to his Majefly and the inhabitants of Mexico. Here Gir/man 
remained until his arrcil. 

As I have before related, in confcquencc of the injuflicc pradlifed 
by the former court of audience, his Majefly was pleafed to fupprefs it 
and cancel all its grants. He alfo appointed a new one, compofed of 
wife and upright members, whereof D. Schaflian Ramirez dc Villacf- 
cala bifliop of St. Domingo was prefident, and the licentiates Maldo- 
nado dc Salamanca, Zainos dc Toro, Vaflo dc Quiroga dc Madiigal 
afterwards bifhop of Mcchoacan, and Solomon dc Madrid wcrcoydors. 
Thcle officers being arrived, the court opened its fittings, which wms 
notified by a proclamation, in confcquencc whereof there aflcmbled fuch 
crouds of complainants, from city, towns, and country, of all deferip- 
tions, fcttlcrs, agents, and native chiefs, allcdging a€ls of partiality 
and oppreflion againfl the former court, and demanding juftice, that 
the members were quite aflonifhed. The demands of the agents of 
Cortes for what had been unjuftly alienated from him, if they had 
been all to be now repaid, would have amounted to above two hundred 
thoufand crowns. Nuno dc Guzman being abfent, the whole blame 
was laid upon him by the other members of the old court, whoallcdged 
that they were compelled to adl as he thought proper to order them. 
He was accordingly fummoned to appear, which he did not think pro- 
per to do, and in the prefent circum^nccs it was judged moft expedi- 
ent to refer the affair to the fupremc court in Europe; which being 
done, a civil oflicer named Torre, a licentiate and native of Badajos, 
was fent with full power, to the province of Xalifco, and with orders 
to tranfmit Guzman to Mexico and commit him to the common goal. 
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He had alfo a commiflion to indemnify^ us in the cofts whicli we havl 
lx»n fined upon the affair of Narvaez, and thofc at the time that we 
were arrefted, as I have already related. But I will now take leave foi 
the prefent of tlic licentiate Torre, and return to the affairs of the 
court. 

The properties of Delgadillo and Matirnzo were fold to pay the 
damages of fht)fe who had gained their caufes againfl them, aiul their 
perfons were imprifoned for the deficiency. A brother of Delgadillo 
wIjo was alcalde major in Guaxaca, was fined and imprifoned for the 
fame rcafoii ; he died in jail, as did another who was alcalde amongfi 
the Zapotecans, and ccrtiiinly the new judges w-cre fo wife and jufl, 
that they confidcred nothing but what was in compliance with the will 
of God and his Majefty, They alfo (hewed a laudable anxiety for the 
converfion of the Indians to our holy faith, and immediately prohibited 
the branding them for (laves, ami made many other good regulations. 
After four years thus employed, the oydors Solomon and Zaynos peti- 
tioned fiM- leave to retire, being both of an advanced age, and very 
wealthy, and his Majefly in confidcration of their eminent Icrviccs, 
WMS plealied to grant their requeff. The prefident alfo, by command of 
his Majefty, repaired to Europe, to give an account of the affairs of 
this country. He was then bifhop of St. Domingo, but was advanced 
in fucceftion through the fees of Toro, Leon, and Cuenca, with fuch 
celerity, that the bulls had hardly a day’s interval between them. He 
was alfo prefident of the royal chancery of Valladolid, and while in pof- 
Icflion of thelc honours he was feized by death, and placed in glory 
among tlic virtuous, according to the promife of our holy faith, for he 
was a true and upright judge. He had been before his promotion to a 
bifhopric, inquifitor in Seville. The good condud of the oydor Mal- 
donado was rewarded with the government of the provinces of Guati- 
mala, Honduras, and Viragua, and with the title of adelantado of 
Yucatan, and the oydor Quiroga obtained the bifhopric of Mechoacan. 
Such were the rewards of the good judges ! Delgadillo and Matienzo 

returned 



returneil tt> Caftillc in poverty, tvhcic, as 1 liavc hcMrii, they diail ir. 
the courfc of two or thiec years. 

At tins time his Majerty was plrafcd to appoint to the VKv-royalty 
of New Spain, themoft illuilrioits and woithy cavalier of praife worthy 
memory, D. Anthonio dc Mendoza brother to the Marquis of Mon- 
tejar. I’hcrc alfo came as oydors the do<5lor Quefada, (he licentiate 
Tejada de Logrono, and the licentiate Loayfa native of Ciiidad Real; 
he was an old man, and ftayed three or four years in Mexico ; and du- 
ring that time ha%ing colledled a gfxxl fum of money, he took his leave 
of the countiy at the expiration of it, and returned to his home. 'J'herc 
was alfo another licentiate who came out as oytlor, who was named 
Santillana; but the licentiate Maldonado had not then vacateil his oflicc. 
All were excellent magiftrates. As foon as they had o|>cned the court, 
free enquiry was proclaimed into the condurt of their prcdeccfl'ors, which 
was found to be in every refpedf conformable to juftice. 

The Viceroy, on his arrival, knowing that the licentiate Torre wa:. 
lent out with orders to arreft Nuno de Guzman, to favc Guzman from 
that infult fent to him to come to Mexico, which he having complied 
w'ith, the Viceroy afligned him apartments in his palace, and treated 
him with much politencfs. JuR about this time Torre arrived with 
his MajeRy’s orders to arrcR Guzman, but with directions to commu- 
nicate them to the Viceroy. It Rems that the licentiate did not Rndthc 
fupport to his Rrong meafures that he expedted, and this exafperating 
his natural violence, he in conlequcncc went to the Viceroy’s palace, and 
there furioufly feized, and dragged Guzman to the common jail, faying 
he did it by his MajcRy’s order, and that he cared for nothing further. 
Here Guzman remained for fevcral days, and was at laR rclcafcd on the 
interccdlion of the Viceroy. It was well known that Torre had Rrong 
powers given to him to ad diferetionarily in regard to Guzman. 


This licentiate was much addicted to card playing, although he 
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did not game deeply, playing only at triumpho and primero for paftime. 
His propeniity being however well known, fomc friend of Guzman’s 
took advantage of it, to mortify and turn him into ridicule, and the 
method which was taken to do it was as follows. The civilians at 
that time wore gowns with looic hanging fleeves, into one ol' which 
fomebody malicioufly put a pack of cards, and contrived it in fuch a 
manner, that as Torre was walking acrofs the crouded fquarc of Mexico, 
in company with feveral perfons of quality', a dexterous twitch being 
given, the cards began to drop from his fleeve, leaving a long trail of 
them after him as he went on. Thofe who faw it laughed and called 
the attention of others to the cards coming out of the licentiate’s fleeve; 
but when lie found out what the joke was, and that he was tlie fubjcdl 
of it, being naturally choleric, it enraged him exceedingly, and he 
went oft faying lie faw clearly it w’as their intention to prevent his do- 
ing jufticc, but he would, though he died for it; and that liis Majefly 
fhould know the indignity that had been offered to his officer. Either 
from vexation, or a calenture natural to the climate, with which he was 
feized juft after this, he died in the courfc of a few days, whereby 
the affair of Guzman, luckily for him, was refpited for the prefeut. 

Cortes having now been a long time in Caflillc, married to the 
niece of the Duke of Bejar, advanced to the rank of marquis, captain ge- 
neral of New Spain, and admiral of the South Seas, became anxious to 
return to his eftates in this country. He now embarked from Old Spain 
with his family and twelve reverend fathers of the order of mercy, and 
after a profperous voyage arrived at the port of Vera Cruz, where he 
did not experience the kind of reception he formerly met with. From 
thence he proceeded to Mexico, to prefent his patents to the Viceroy, 
and enter upon his offices. He alfo at this time made application upon 
a particular point relative to his Majefty’s grant of lands and towns. 
This point, which I do not well underftand, I muft leave to better 
judges. The grant ran thus; mentioning the diftridt, it enumerated 
the inhabitants, by thd word “vccinos,” or neighbours, confidered to 
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belong to it, and who were to be hi? tributaries. Cortes iinder/lood 
that the head of the family only was conlidcred as the vaHal or “ vecino,” 
or that one only lliould be counted for each houfc, but the oydor, doctor 
Quezada wlio was feiit to allot his difVritft, infifled that every maU- 
adult, mailer or head of family, fon, (ervant, or Have, was to lx* counted 
in the number, and as there were frequently twelve or fifteen of thofc 
to one houfe, the Marquis was much ilifippointcd, and fevcr.il hiwfuits 
enfued. The matter was reported to his Maje/ly, but continued in 
fufpcnce for fevcral years, during which time the M.irquis received his 
lull rents, W'ithout any molellation. He retired to a place upon hi'^ 
eftdte namcil Qucrnavaca, where he cHablillied his refidence, never 
returning to Mexico. 

While Marcos de Aguilar had the government of New Spain, the 
Marquis del Valle fitted out four Ihips at Zacatula. They were well 
provided, loaded with various articles of merchandize, and commanded 
by Alvarado tic Saavedra, who with two hundred and fifty foldiers took 
his courfc for the Molucca and Spice Iflands, and China. This was by 
his Majefty's command, as I can tellify, the royal letters having been 
fliown to me and many others. He was further ordered to caufe fearch 
to be made during the courfe of his voyage, for a fquadron which hatl 
failed from Callillc for China, under the command of Don Garcia de 
Loayfa, commander of St. John of R hodcs. At the time that Saave- 
dra was preparing for his expedition, a vdicl arrived belonging to this 
fleet, from the pilot and crew of which Saavedra acquired all the infor- 
mation he wanted, and taking one pilot and two fiiilors from this veficl 
with him, he fet (ail in December, of one thoufand five hundred and 
twenty feven or twenty eight, and fufiained many misfortunes, hard- 
iliips, and lofifes, in the way to the Molucca Ifiands. 1 do not know the 
particulars, but in three years afterwards I met with a failor who had 
been on board this fleet, and who told me many llrangc and furprifing 
tilings of the cities and nations he had fecn, during his voyage. Thefe 
are the countries to which they arc now lending expeditions from 
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Mexico. 1 alfo heard that the Portugueze had made prifoncr Saavedra 
or fome of his people, and brought them to Caftille. 

In the month of May, one thoufand five hundred and thirty two, 
the Marquis del Valle lent two (hips from the port of Acapulco, to 
make difeoverics in the South Seas. They were commanded by a cap- 
tain named Diego Hurtado dc Mendoza, who, without going far to 
(ca, or doing any thing worlliy of relating, had the misfortune of a 
mutiny among the troops, in confequence whereof, one fhip, of which 
the mutineers took poiTefllon, as is faid, but ver\' improbably, by the 
approbation of Hurtado himfelf, returned to New Spain, to the great 
difnp]>ointment of Cortes. As for Hurtado, neither he nor his veflcl 
were ever more heard of. 

After this, Cortes fent off two other vcflels, one of wliic li was 
commanded by a gentleman named Diego Bezerra de Mendoza; he was 
of the Bezerras of Badajos or Merida; the other was commanded by 
one Hernando de Grijalva. The principal pilot was one Ximenes, a 
Bifeayan, and a great colniographer. The orders from the Marquis 
were, firft to go in fearch of Hurtado, and in cafe of not finding him, 
to go upon a voyage of difeovery of new iflands, cfpeciaUy thofe which 
were reported to be rich in pearls. The Bifeayan pilot, before they 
failed, was always telling the others how he would bring them to coun- 
tries where they fliould all make their fortunes. Many were weak 
enough to believe him. The firft night after they left the port of Gu- 
antepeque, a gale of w’ind rofc and feparated the veffels, which never 
.afterwards joined company, Grijalva not choofing to be under the com- 
mand of Bezerra. who was very liaughty. He had alfo another motive, 
in wilhing to keep the merit of any difeoverics he fhould make, to him- 
fclf. After failing two hundred leagues, he came to an ifland which 
was uninhabited, and which he named Santo Tomei Bezerro and his 
pilot Ximines had a quar,rcl upon their voyage, and the former having 
made himfelf very odious by his domineering difpofition, the pilot 

formed^ 



( *47' ) 

fomuil a plot for the aflartinatjon ot him atul fcvcral more, which he 
put ill execution one night as the captain aiui the others were fleeping, 
I'he languinary views of the confpirators went much farther, but the 
intcrceihon of two Francilcan friars (aved the lives of many who were 
already bleeding from their treachery, but whom, together with the 
friars, they determined to land in Xalifeo. Ximines taking the com- 
maiul upon the death of Bezerra, and continuing his route, dili overcd 
an illand to which he gave the name of Santa Cruz. It was faid that 
pearls were found on its coafts. It was inhahiteil by favages, and here 
he determined to put the friars and thofe whofe lives had been fpared af- 
their interceflion on Ihorc, which he accordingly did, and being in want 
of water, he went to the fliorc at the fume tinu- in fearch of it; they 
Iiad been on the iiland but a very Ihort time when the natives came 
down upon them, and put every perfon they found to dciith,. in view 
oi thofe on board the (hip. 

This gave the Marquis great vexation. He now determined not 
to truft any one, but to go in perfon, having three (hips ready to launch 
in the port of Guantepeque. When the Sp.iniards of tho(c countries 
(aw that he intended to embark upon a voyage of difeovery, they 
thought fuccefs was certain, and numbers prepared to follow him as 
foldiers, above one hundred and thirty of whom were married men, 
and brought their wives with them. They were in all above three 
hundred and twenty, the women included. The Marquis left Mexico 
accompanied by Andres dc Tapia and fcvcral other officers, fornc ccclc- 
fiadics, phyficians, furgeons, and an apotliccojy, and having embarked, 
in the month of May, one thou(and five hundred and thirty iix, or feven, 
he fet fail for the Bland of Santa Cruz, with as many colonids and 
foldiers as the vcdcls could contain ; and having arrived there after a 
profperous voyage, he lent back the (hips to bring the remainder of his 
people. The fecond voyage w'as not fo fortunate. They met with 
gales of wind, in which they were (eparated near the river of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, one veiTcl only arriving at the Bland of Santa Cruz, 
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xvliere the Marquis anxioufly expc<5lc(ji them, as the proviHons, of 
which he began to be in great want, were on board. Of thoic vcHcls 
which did not join him at Santa Cruz, one was branded on the coaft 
of Xalifco, and the people on board being tired of the bufinefs quitted 
her there, moft of them returning to New Spain. This was the one 
which contained the provifions. The other came to a bay which they 
named, from the quantity of guayavas, Guayaval. 

During this time the Marquis and thofe with him were famiHiing 
Upon this uncultivated ifland. Twenty three of the foldicrs died from 
ahfolutc diftrefs, and the reft were finking every day, and curling hi*^ 
expeditions and difcovcrics. Tlicir lituation and murmurs compelled 
him at length to go in fcarch of his ftiips, and he accordingly embark- 
ed with fifty foldicrs, and judging that they muft have been driven on 
the coaft in the ftorms, he fearched in that dirc<5tion, and after fomc 
time found one as before mentioned, ftranded on the coaft of Xalifco, 
and abandoned by the people. The other was met with by hifn amongft 
fomc rocks. Having got them repaired and afioat, with much trou- 
ble, he brought them to his Ifland of Santa Cruz, and a quantity of 
provifions being now ferved out to the famifhed foldiers, they cat there- 
of in fuch a manner that the half of them died. 

The Marquis, in order to avoid fuch a feene of diftrefs, embarked 
in purfuit of new difcovcrics, and during this voyage fell in with the 
land of California. He was by that time as heartily tired of the bufi- 
nefs as any one, but he could not bear the thoughts of returning after 
fuch cxpcnccs and loftcs, without having eftetfted fomething, left his 
misfortunes (hould be aferibed to the curfes of the conquerors of Mexico, 
his ancient companions. 

The Marchionels del Valle, hearing of the lofs of one of the vef- 
fels on the coaft, grew very apprehenfive, and accordingly fitted out 
two Ihips, which failed under the command of one Ulloa, in fcarch of 

the 



( *73 ) 

the marquis and his fquadron, ^with letters from his lad;^ and the Vice- 
ro/f carneftly foUciting his return. Ulloa was fortunate enough to light 
upon him, and tlie Marquis fufifered himfdf to be prevailed upon, and 
returned to Mexico by the port of Acapulco, leaving Ulloa in command 
of the fquadron. His return rejoiced the Spantaid6» who fieand always 
tlut the native chiefs, not being awed him, would break dut into 
revolt. In a fhort time rdher his arrival, the people wliom he had left 
in California returned, but 1 canntM (ay whether in confequcncc of or« 
ders from the government or not. 

After tlie Marquis had repoied for a few months* he fitted out 
another expedition of two (hips under the command of if'rancilco dc 
Ulloa, already named by me, who failed from the port of Natividad in 
the month of June, of I forget wliat year, with orders to examine the 
coaft of California, and to fcarch for Captain Hurtado who never had 
been heard of. Ulloa employed in this voyage about feven months, at 
the expiration of which he rcturntxl to Xalifco, without having efteded 
any things and going for a few days on (horc to repofe, a foldicr who 
bore a malice againft him took an opportunity to way-lay and aftailinate 
him, and thus ended the dilcoveries of the Marquis del Valle, in which 
he expended, as 1 have heard him declare, above three hundr^ thou- 
(and crowns. 

In order to get fome allowance frCHcn his Majedy for this lofs, he 
determined to go to Caftilki lit had tdfu other buftnefs which called 
him there, fuch as the di(ptile about fais jvaftals, and the reftituhon of 
his property which had been feiaed 1^ Nuoo de Cuaman, now priio- 
ner in Old Spain. I will conclude this acramdlt by obierving, that it 
appears that the Matquis|Kver profpcced ftom t^ time of his fiift con- 
queft of New Spain, tod iliis ill fsilune is sdqri^ to the curib with 
which he was loaded* 

IheViccf^iuid oiwit^^rfQ^aii^^ kflU a milicaiy 
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ibrce conunaiM^ed bf anr\ officer named ^Fnncirco Vafquez Coronado, 
w|i6 married the virtuous and fair daughter the treafurcr Eftradu. 
Coronado left his govemmoit of Xalilco to an officer named Oiiate, and 
after he had been for ibme months in the country to which he was fent, 
and which named Celibola or the ieven cities, a Francifean friar 
named Marcos de Nica, returned from thence to Mexied to give an ac« 
count of the coimtiy to the Viceroy. \ He iteitribed it as conlhling of 
rinc plains full of hiseds of cattle, bUt which were quite diffirent in 
their iippearanoe Cafi The houfes he deferibed as hav- 

ing two ftorks and ffiuii^ raEhd’ the towns as being populous. ;r He alfo 
reprefented, that as it lay near the Pacific Ocean, a fupply of neceflaries"' 
could be lent tn the Spani/h' force, conveniently, in that.dirc<^ion. It 
was for this reafon that thiree fhips were fent thither under the conunand 
of Hernando de Alarco, ati officer, in the Viceroy *s hpufchold. 

I mttft not omit *10 mention the particulars of the great -armament 
prepared by Don Pedro de Alvarado, in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and. thir^ ieven, in the port of . Acaxatla on the Pacific Ocean. 
This fleet was fitted out by Alvarado in coniequcncc of permiflion ob- 
tained from his Majefty, . by whom he vesd granted certain rents, and 
advantages, in fuch countries as he fhould difeover towards the wefl ; 
that is to fay China* the Mtdiica* and Spice Ulands. 

Alvarado being always 2 »aIous for his Majefty’s fervice, as appear- 
ed by his condud; Hi Mexico and Peru, was anxious that this expedi- 
tion fhould Axcml iiny nther 4hat bad ever been fitted out. It conflfled 
of thirteen fail, tiaipfy pioyided. The port at which the preparations 
were made was above t^.hundied leagues diflant frohi that of Vera 
Crux, from which all tlK uon* and mofl ofe^ neceffiuy articles were 
to be brought by land cartage. . 7|ke, conl^ueiice. was, that the money 
expended vrouki have built eigh^-fud&fhips in Seville. All the wealth 
Alvarado broughtTrotii^P^.* wluu.“4ife||x from the mines, of Guati- 
mala* wijdi the temts of liis effiktes and me pioIbHi of his friends and 
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relations were infufHcientt although the merchandiiK was taken upon 
credit. The expence attending the (hips was nothing in comparifoD .to 
that of his army, conlifting of ^ hundred and fifty foldiers with their 
officers, and a number of horfes, of which latter a good one could not 
be procured for Icfs than throe hundred crowns. . Alvarado (ailed fome , 
time in the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty eight, for the ' 
harbour of the Purificatio^dn the province of.Xaiiico, where he was to- 
take in water, and embark more foldiers, Whm the Viceroy heard of 
this great armament, he became, anxious to hdve a (hare in it, and went 
Avith Alvarado to view his fioet, after which they retumetito Mexico. 

Alvarado wllhcJ to have a relation of his own, named Juan, (not 
the Juan de Alvarado of Chiribito) as geiua'al, and the Viceroy was 
anxious that an officer named Villalobos (liould have the command, - 
conjointly with him. Things were in this (late when Alvarado was 
obliged to retjurn to his fleet at the' port of Natividad ; and being there, 
and juft ready to (et fitil, he ret^ived a letter from Chrifioval de Onate 
who was left in command at. Xalifco, in the abfence of Francifeo Co- 
ronado, requefiing his immediate aflKhmcc to (av'c* him and the fcttle- 
ment from the defirudtion With which th^ ^cre threatened, by the 
force of the neighbouring Indians of Cochitlan. Alvarado (et oft* with 
his troops to their relief, and found them in a moft defperate fituation 
indeed. The infurgents rather dccrcafed the violence of their attacks 
upon the appearance of Alvarado’s force^ but ftill hoftilities were carried 
'pn, and one day that Alvarado was purfuing (bme of the en^my among* 
the rocks and mountains where they had a fnldier who was 

on horfe-back at a cpnfiderable height above him on the fide of a moun- 
tain, and whole horfe had loft his footing, ca^,. horfe and all, roUiog 
down the precipice, and ^king- Alvarado,' bro^ht him down with 
them. By this accident he was (b^mueh bruifed, that in confequence 
thereof, and of being removed too fuddehly to the town of the Pacifica- 
tion, he wa6 feis^ed with fainting' fits, and in the courfe of a few days 
gave up the ghcdL God j^don his fins ! fome fay that he made a 
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will pftvious to his death, but it never jippeared. > He was buried with 
as much ceremony as coidd be bellowed upon his funeral, and his re« 
mains were, as I have heard, afterwards removed to the town of Piri- 

pito by Jusui dc Alvarado his relation. 

*■ 

As foon as the news of his death was known to his fleet and army, 
numbers dilchaiged themielves, and returned to their homes with what 
they had received. In Mexico he was greatly regretted. The Viceroy 
knt off immediately the licentiate Middonado, to take proper Heps to 
prevent any cmifuflon likely to enfue, and (hortly after following in 
perfon, colle^ed what remained of the foldiers, and march; ng againll 
the inflirgents in the rocks, after a tedious expedition fucceeded in redu- 
cing them. The lols of Alvarado was fcvfcrely felt in his family. As 
fi)ou as the intelligence arrived in Guatimala, the Bilhop D. Fran- 
qTco Marroguin of excellent memory, and all the dergy, aflilled in 
fendering him the funoal honours. His majordomo alfo, to Ihew his 
ibnaWt cauied the walls of his hotife to be painted black, which colour 
they remained ever after. Many cavaliers waited upon his lady Donna 
Beatrix de la Cueva and her family, in order to confole them, for their 
diflrefs was very great. Th^ told her that (he Ihould give thanks to 
Gkxl, flnee it was hi'* will to tdee her hulband, to which flie as a good 
chriftian aifiaited, bnt obferved, that (he wiih^ to be free from this 
melancholy wodd, and all its misfortunes. 

* % 

Thefe^dreumftanGes I menticxi, becaufe the hiftorian Goman attri* 
butes the' unfortunate event which ihortly afterwards befell her, to her 
having i^kea hUTphemottfly, in faying that God could do her no 
more injury than (he had alr^y fuffi»ed. She met with her death in 
the following manner. A deluge of water and mud broke from the 
Volcanojvhich is at the diftance of about half a league from Guatimala, 
and bi^inging with, it great quantities of large ffones and trees, over- 
udielmed the houfe of Dpnna Beatrix, who was at the time praying 
with her women. As to the words which Gomaxa aferibes to her, (he 
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never uttered them, nor was h^r death a judgment of God in my lef- 
pc<5t. . But I muft dbierve the particularities of the fate of this family. 
Although Alvarado and his four brothers had (erved his Majefty 1 q 
zcalouAy, not any part of his property defeended to his childrm. D. 
Pedro de Alvarado died as 1 have related, by an uncommon accident in 
Cochitlan ; his brother George died in the city of Madrid, in the year 
one tboufand five hundred and forty, being then folidting his Majeify 
for fomc reward ; Gomez de Alvarado died in Peru, Gonzalo de Alva^- 
rado in Mexico or Guaxaca, I forget which, and Juan on his voyage 
to tlic Ifland «3f Cuba. His eldcA fon going with his relation Juan de 
Alvarado the younger to wait on his Majcfty, and folicit a recompence 
for his father's ff.i i' os, the fhip wherein they went was loft, and nei- 
ther they nor it ever heard of after they let fail. Don Diego the 
younger Ton, feeing his fortunes defperatc, returned to Peru, where he 
died in battle, and tlie laviy of Pedro dc Alvarado, with the female part 
of his fimily, one only excepted, were drowned by a torrent from a 
Volcano. Now curious readers refledt on what 1 have related of the 
fate of this fbmily, and may our Lord jefus Chrift take them into his 
holy glory ! amen. The only furvivor, Donna Leoiiora one of his 
daughters who was faved from the torrent, has caufed to be built two 
iepulchrcs in the great church of this city of Guatimala, to receive the 
bones of her relations. 

In about a year after the death oi D. Pedro de Alvarado, the Vi- 
tferoy colle(5lcd the beft of the thirteen (hips which compoied his fleet, 
and lent them under the command of an ofHcer named Villalobos, to 
make difeoveries to the weft ward, but what the refult was, 1 never 
heard. As to the expences incurred by Alvarado he never recovered 
any part of them, nor his family after him. 

The Marquis dfel* Valle being in Spain at the time of the expe- 
dition againft Algiers, and attending his Majefty in it, with his 
ddeft fon, and alfo Dpn Martin his fon by Donna Marina^ the fleet 
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was ilirperfed in a ftonn. The vcflel on Jboard which the Marquis was 
being ibanded^ he, his fpns, and the other cavaliers reached the fliorc 
with very great difficult* His iervants have related, that before he 
quitted the veflcl, he bed round his arm in a handkerchief a quantity 
of jewels of ineflimable value, which he wore according to the cuflom 
of great lords, as we (ay **para no meneder,” or becaufe they arc not 
wanting, but in the conhifion of quitting the' veflH by fomc accident 
they were all lod. , On -account of this difader to the fleet, the council 
of war were of opinion tolraife the (iegc immediately. To this council 
thj: Marquis was not fumtnbned, but he is faid to have declared, that 
had he been prefent at it he would have given his vote for the continu- 
ation x*f the GegCt and that if it had been his fortune to have had fuch 
brave foldiers as'’th6fe who drd accompanied him to Mexico, he 
would entertain no doubt of fuctiefs. 

, I , 

The Marquis was. now grown oJd, and he was worn down by fa- 
tigues; he was thopcfore very anxious to retiirn to New Spain., but a 
treaty .of marriage was on foot between his elded daughter Donna Maria 
Cortes, for whom'^he had fent to Mexico, and Don Alvaro Pinez Ofo- 
rio fon and heir, to the Marquis of Adorga: The lady was to have a 
fortune of a hundred thoudu^ ducats, and the Marquis had gone as far 
as Seviljk to q^pet her on her aririval in Spain, but the match was bro- 
ken of); ^ it is f«d, by the'duilt of Don Alvaro. The Marquis was 
greatly difpleafed, and being in a bad date of health before, he declined 
■fo rapidly that he found it necedary to retire from Seville to Cadileja de 
la Cueda, to attend to his foul, and make his lad tedament. Having 
arranged all his s^&hs for tliis^ and the next world, it was the Lord’s 
will to take him from this troublefome date, on the fecond day of De-' 
cember one thouliuid dve hundred and forty feveu. He was buried 
with great pomp in the chapel x>f the Dukes of Medina Sidonia, but 
his remains were afterwards, accor^ng to his will, brought to New 
Spain, and interred in Cuyoacan or Tezcuco, 1 am uncertain which. 
In re^d to his age, I will give the bed account that I am able. In 
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the year one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, when we went with 
him from Cuba to New Spain, he ufed to tell us that he was thirty 
four years of age j from one thoufand five hundred and nineteen, to on? 
thoufand. five hundred and forty ieven, is a period of twenty eight years, 
which makes him at the time of his death cxa^ly fixty two 3rears old. 

The legitimate children of the Marquis del Valle were. Dun Mar>* 
tin the prefent Marquis, Donna Maria before . nrumtioned who marric'd 
the Count de Luna de Leon. Donna Juana, who married Don Hernan- 
do Enriquez heir to the Marquis of Tariffii,. and Donna Catalina dc 
Arrcllano, who died in Seville. ^ Thefc ladies came ^ith the Marchi- 
onefs.from Mexico; her brotlier Fray Anthonio dc Zuniga, being lent 
for them. One daughter named Donna Leonora, wu married in Mex- 
ico, to a rich Bifcayan named Juanes de Tolofa, which alliance gave 
great offence to the young Marquis. He alfo left two natural fons, one 
by Donna Marina, named Don Martin, who was commander of the or- 
der of St. Jago. The other, Don Luis, who was a comniander of the 
fame order, was the fon of a lady, by name, De Hcrmofilla. He had 
alfo three natural daughters, one by an Indian woman of Cuba', was 
named Donna— Pizarro ; the others were by a Mexican woman. Thefc 
ladies were all left great fortunes. The Marquis alio, having due time, 
took care of his foul, by difeharging his fins ; endowing an hofpital 
in Mexico, and a monailery of nuns. in his own town of Cuyoacan. - 

The motto and arms which were granted to him were well adapted 
to a valiant warrior.- The former being in Latin I will fay^ nothing 
about, becaufe I do not underftand that language. His arms were the 
heads of feven kings in a chain, reprefenting Montezuma, Cacamatzin, 
Guatimotzin, Tjulapa, Coadlavaca, and die princes of Tacuba and 
Cuyoacan. 

I will now {HTOCeed to defcribe the perfbd^^td difpofition of the 
Marquis. He was of a good ffature and jffrong built,, of a rather pale 
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tromplexion, and fcrious countenance. ^ His features were» if faulty, 
rather too fmall ; his ^es mild and grav^ His beard was black, thin, 
and fcan^ ; his hair in the fame manner. His breail and Ihoulders 
were bm^, and his body very thin; He was very well limbed, and 
his legs rather bowed ^ an excellent horfianan, and dexterous in the ufc 
of arms. He allb poflefl^ the hea^t and mind, which is the princi* 
pal part of the bufinefs^ . I have heard that when he was a lad in Hif. 
paniola; he was yery^^s^'^xiut women, and that he had fevcral duds 
with able fwordfm^i which he always came off with vi^oiy , He 
had the fear of a fwordrwound 'near his under 14 >t which appeared 
through his beardisf clo&ly examined, and which he received in feme 
of thole afl&irs. In his ... appearance, manners, tran{a<5tions, converfa* 
tion, table, and drefs, every, thing bore the appearance of a great lord. 
His deaths were according to, the fdhion.of the time; he was not fond 
of (ilks^ dsmafics, or vdvets^ biit every thing plain, and very hand- 
fbmc; nor did he wear large chains of gold, but a fmall one of prime 
workmanihip, bearing the image of our Lady the Blefl^ Virgin with 
her precious fon in her arms, and a Latin motto; and on the reverfe, 
St. John the Baptift with another motto. He wore on his finger a ring 
with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, which according to the falh- 
ion of that day was of velvet, he bore a medal, the head and motto of 
which 1 do not recoiled ; but latterly he wore a plain cloth cap, with- 
out any ornament. 

His table was always shagnificcntly attended and ferved, with 
four rtB^or domos dr principal officers, a number of pages, and a great 
quantity of plate both gold and filver. . He dined heartily at mid-day, 
drank ‘a glafs of wine mixed with water, of about half a pint. He 
was not nice in his foo^, nor expenfive, except on particular occaiions 
where he faw the propriety of it. He was very affiible with all his 
oiptains and doldkrs, cfp^ally thole who accompaxued him in his firfi 
esi^pedition from Cuba. " He was a Latinifi,' and as 1 have been told, 
hochdor in laws* He was aUb fpmethkig of a poet, and a veiy good 
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.rhetorician ; very devout to our.HoI) Virgin, and lus advocates St. Peter, 
•St. Jago, and St. John the Baptill in particular; and charitable to the 
poor. When he fworc he ufed to fay, “by my confcicncc ! ’* and when 
he was angry w’ith any of us, his friends, he would fay, “ohl may 
you repent it.** When he w’as very ar^gry, the veins in his throat and 
forehead ufed to fwell, and when in great wrath, he would not utter a 
(yllable to any one. He was very patient under infults or injuries ; for 
fomc of the foldiers were at times very rude and abufivc with him ; but 
he never refented their condudt, although he had often great reafon to 
do fo.^ In fuch cafes he ufed only to fiiy, “be filcnt,** or, “ go away 
“ iii^ik>d*s name and take care not to repeat this condudl, or I will have 
“ you punilhed.** He was very determined and headfirong in all bu> 
(inefs of war, not attending to any rcmonftranccs on account of danger; 
an inilancc of which he (hewed in the attack of thofe fortreffes called 
the rocks of the Marquis ; wliich he forced us to fcale, contrary to our 
opinions, and where neither courage, counfcl, or wifdom, could give 
any rational hope of fuccefs. Another inftance was given by him of 
his obflinacy in regard to the expedition againO; De Oli. I repeatedly 
advifed him to go by the mountains ; but he perdded in adhering to the 
coaft, whereas if he had gone in the diredtion that I propofed he would 
have found towns the whole way, of which the following route is a 
proof ; Guacacualco, the high road to Chiapa, from tliat to Guatimala, 
and from thence to Naco. Where we had to eredt a fortrefs, Cortes 
w'as the harded labourer in the trenches ; when we were going into 
battle, he w'as as forward as any. 

Cortes W'as very fond of play, both at cards and dice, and while 
playing he was very af&blc and good humoured. He ufed frequently 
at fuch times, thofe cant cxprelfions which perfbns who game are ac- 
cudomed to do. In military fervioe he pradtifed the mod dridl atten- 
tion to difeipline, conlbntly going the rounds in perfon during the 
night, viiiting the quarters of the foldiers, and feverely reprehend- 
ing thofe whom he found without their armour and appointments, and 
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-not ready to turn out; repeating to thetv the proverb, that **it is a bad 
' ** (heep which cannot cany its own wool.** On ouc expedition to Higu- 
eras 1 perceived that he had acquired a habit which I had never before 
nblcrved in him, and it was this; after eating, if he did not get his 
iiefta or fleep, his ftomach was afh^ed, and he fell lick. For this 
tealbn, whro <m the journey, let thc-rain be ever lb heavy, or the fun 
ever lb hot, he always lepofed for a Ihort time after his repafl, a carpet 
or doak being Ipread undd* a tree, on which he lay down, and having 
llept a Ihort time he mounted his horlc and proceeded on his journey. 
When we were engaged in the wars during the conqucll of New Spain, 
he 'was very thin and (lender, but after his return from Higucras he 
grew £at, and acquired a belly. He at this time trimmed his beard 
which had' not begun to grow white, in the lliort fEdhion. In his early 
life he was very liberal, but grew dole, latterly; fome of his lervants 
complaining that he did not pay them as he ought, and 1 have alfo to 
oblcrvc that in his latter undertakings he never fuccecdcd. Perhaps fuch 
was the will of heaven, his reward being relcrved for another place; 
for he was a good cavalier, and very devout to the Holy Virgin, and 
alfo to St. Paul and other Holy Saints. God pardon him his lins; and 
me mine; and give me a good end which is better than all conqueAs 
and vidorics over Imiians, 
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CHAPTER X. 


Enumeraiion and accounl of the valiant companions mho paf- 
Jed over to the conqu^ of New Spain with the mojl advent'^- 
rous and magnanimous Don Hernando Cortes Marquis of 
the Volley, Advantages refulting from^ the conquejl — TrarJ- 
a^ions at court. Concluding obfervatumt of the author. 


In the lift of the conquerors of Mexico the firft is the ^rquis I>on 
H. Cortes; with him came the following ofHoers and foldiers. Don 
P. de Alvarado, commander of St. Jago, adelantado and governor of 
Guatimala, Honduras, and Chiapa; he was about thirty four years 
of age when he came to this country, of a handibme peribn, veiy chear- 
ful countenance, and mild look ; for which reafon he was called by the 
Mexicans, **Tonatio,'* which ftgnifies the fun; he was very a(ftive, and 
a good horfeman ; of a generous dif^ntion, and courteous manners, 
very fplcndid in his drefs, wearing a gold chain with a nrcdal round 
his neck, and a diamond ring on his finger. 

F. de Montejo was of the middle ftature, of a chearful counter 
nance, and gay difpofitiou; at the time of his arrival here he was about 
thirty five years of age ; he was fitter for bufinefs than war, and of a 
liberal turn, expending more than he received; he arrived to the dignity 
of adelantado and governor of Yucatan, and died in Caftillc. 

Captain G. de Sandoval was at the time of his arrival here about 
twenty two years of age; he was joint governor of New Spain for about 
eleven months; in this officer courage and judgment were combined; 
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he was robuft in body, his legs rather ^bowed, and his countenance 
mafeuline; his hair and beard were curled, and of a light brown; his 
voice was rough, and fonnewhat terrible, and he Hammered a little ; he 
was a plain man, and one who did not know much of letters, not 
ayaritious of gold, but attentive to his buHnefs like a good ofliccr, fee- 
ing that his foldlers did their duty well, and taking good care of them. 
He was not fond of rich dreiles, but went plain and like a ibldier. He 
had the beff horle that ever was ib:n;^e was a chednut, with a dar 
in his forehead, and his near foot wnite; his name was Motillaj he 
became a proverb, fo that when any horfe was extraordinarily good, we 
ufed to lay he was as good as Motilla. Sandoval was an officer dt for 
any dation; he was a native of Medellin, and an hidalgo; his father 
was an alcalde of a cadic. 

Don C. de Oli was^a Hector in battle, but his judgment was 
not equal to his valour, and he required to be kept under command. 
The captains De Alvarado, De Sandoval, and De Oli, were in 
high edimation with his Majedy, who was pleafed to fay that he had 
three in New Spain who might be compared with the greated the world 
had produced. Cortes alfo u&d to talk highly of his officers and fol- 
diers, but what Bernal Diaz del Cadillo thinks upon the lubjedl is this; 
that if what Cortes afterwards faid in their favour, he had written at 
fird to his Majedy, he would have done right; but at that time he 
made no mention of our valiant adtions, nor even our names; but only 
iiud, **this 1 did; this I ordered to be done;** whereas I think the lead 
he Ihould have done was to make mention of us. I will now return to 
my enumeration of our officers and f<^dier8. 

J. V. de Leon, native of Old CadUle, was about twenty feven 
years of age, wdl proportioned, and lobud; his beard, was red and 
^curledv hk voice roi^h and fierce, and he daimnered a litde; he was 
ar^alier of good manners, and generous, lharing what he had with 
Ids ogiliilil^aniiQiiSi 1^ killed a perfon of cooiequence in the Ifland of Hif- 
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paniola, for which he was obliged to conceal himlclf, and the officers 
of juihee never were able to ap^hend him, he made fuch rcllftancc 
He was moil valiant both on horicback and on foot ; he died at the 
bridge. 

D. de Ordas, from the neighbourhood of Campos, was about 
forty years of age; he was captain of tlie foldicrs armed with fword 
and buckler, not being a horfeman ; he was very valiant, and wife, 
ftrong, and of good Ihture, of a mafculinc countenance, and black 
thin beard. In fpeaking there were certain words which he could not 
pronounce; he was generous, and of good manners. He was 
mander of St. Jago, and governor of Maranioh, where he died. 

Captain L. Marin was valiant, and (lout built; bow legged, with 
a red beard, and a full and chearful countenance, flightly marked with 
the fmall pox. He was about thirty years of age, and a native of St . 
Lucar, lifping a little, like the Sevillians. He was a good horfeman, 
and of mild maniKirs ; he died in Mechoacan. 

Captain P. dc ireio was of middle flaturc, chearful countenance, 
and duck legged; a great boadcr of his exploits, but by what we could 
perceive in him good for very little; he was always repeating certain 
ftories of the Count dc Urbna, and Don Pedro Giron ; we ufed to call 
him Agrages without deeds ; he was for a time captain under Sandoval 
during the iiege, and died in Mexico, 

A. de Avila was of a good perfon and countenance, clear and fen* 
fibic in his converfation, very valiant, and tfbout thirty three years of 
age. He was free with his companions, but proud, fond of command- 
ing. and impatient of controll, with a. confidcrablc lharc of envy, and 
turbulence, infomuch that Cortes could not bear to have hirancar him; 
he therefore took care that he ftiould be employed in fuch affairs as 
would draw him to a diflance; he w’as uncle to the cavaliers the Tons of 
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Benavides, who were beheaded in Mexicoi he died in that city or in 
Yucatan. 


A. dc Monjarez was of middling ftature, and a good countenance; 
he adlcd as captain during the liege, but was always an invalid ; he 
was aged about thirty years, and died a natural death. 

C. de CMca was a native of Medina Dd Campo, and a moft va- 
liant foldicr; he was about twenty fix years of age, of the middle na- 
ture, with a malculine but plealing countenance; his hair and beard a 
litj^l^rled, and a dear voice; this foldier*s bravery was fuch that we 
all mid him in the highefl; honour; he laved the life of Cortes at Suchi- 
millico, when the enemy had feized and were carrying him off to fa- 
criHce; and a lecond time upon the caufeway of Mexico, when he was 
in a Itill more defperate fituation, .heing wounded and in the hands of 
a number of the Indians, the brave Dc Olea, though mortally wound- 
ed, with his fword killed and beat off every one of thele who w'ere up- 
on Cortes, thus faving his gcncral*s life, and loling his own at the 
lame time. When the perfon of this valiant foldicr recurs to my mind, 
and the manner he uled to fight at our fidcs, the tears flow from my 
eyes, for he was my towns-man, and we were related to the fame 
families. 

G. Dominguez, and Lares, were foldicrs of high renown, and 
might be put in comparifon with Olca; the hrll died by the fall of his 
horle, the lecond at the battle of Otumba. 

A. dc Tapia was aged about twenty four years, of a pale com- 
plexion and grave countenance; he was a valiant captain, and died in 
Mexico, a natural death. 

J. de Efcalante was a captain; he died at Villa Rica. F. de 
Lugo, a brave officer, adted as captain occalionally; he was the natu- 
ral 
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rd ion of a wealthy gentleman at Medina del Campo t he died a natu* 
ral death. Gregorio de Monjaiaz; a good foldier; loft his hearing 
during the iicge, and died a natural death. Four brothers of Don P. dc 
Alvarado. J. Xaramillo was an officer of merit; he died a natural 
death. Chriftoval Flores, a worthy foldier. Chhftoval dc Gamboa, 
equerry to Cortes. One Calcedo, a wealthy man. Francifeo de Bona], 
a good foldier. Maldonado, furnamed **thc broad,** a good foldier. Fran< 
eifeo Alvarez Chico, a man of buiinefs. Francifeo dc Torrazas, ma- 
jor domo to Cortes, a perfon of merit. Chriftoval del Corral, our 
enfign; an officer of merit. Anthonio dc Villarocl, fomc time enftgn. 
Alonzo de Grado ; one fitter for bufinefs than war ; by his importunities 
he induced Cortes to give him the daughter of Montezuma in marriage. 
Francifeo Flores, a very noble peribn. Dc Solis. There were four of 
this name; one was fumamed, “cafquetc,** or “rattlc-lkull;’* another 
called himfelf “De la Huerta;” but* we called him “filk coat,’* be- 
caufc he prided himfelf on his drefs. Another was named ** Dc atras 
la Puerta,” bccaiifc he alw.ny.‘. hit behind the door of his houlc, oblcrv- 
ing the paftengers'in the.ftrect. Bernardino Vafqiiez de Tapia; a perfon 
of wealth and confcqucnce. Juan Lopez de Ximena, alcalde major of 
Vera Cruz. Juan dc Cuellar, a good hurfeman, married the handfome 
daughter of the Lord of Tezcuco, named Donna Anna. Another Cu- 
ellar related Lo F. Verdugo. Santos Hernandez, whom we ufed to call 
•* the good old ranger.” Pedro Moreno Medrano, alcalde in Vera 
Cruz, a good foldier, and an upright judge. Roman Lopez, a perfon 
of eminence. Juan de Limpias Caravajal, grew deaf during tire fitgc, 
where he was captain of a veflel. Mclehor dc Galvez. Villandrando, 
faid to have been related to the Count of Kibadeo. Oftbrio, a good 
foldier. Rodrigo dc Caftaneda, a good foldier. Juan de Naxara, a 
good foldier. Ojeda, who loft an eye during the fiege. Alonzo Her- 
nandez Pucrtocarrcro, coufin to the Count of Medellin. HemandO' 
Burgueno, a good foldier. Tirado dc la Puebla, a man of bufinefs. 
.Hcrnandcs de Alanis, a very brave foldier. Navarrctc. Juan Flamenco. 
Francifeo del Barco, promoted to be a captain. Juan Perez, who killed 
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his wife, the daughter of La Baguera. ^ Najara* **thc hump backed/* 
a moft valiant ibldier. Madrid, **the hump backed/* a very valiant fol- 
dicr. Juan de Inhielb. Dc Alamilla, a good crofsbow-man. Moron; 
« fine mulician. De Varela; a good foldier. De Villafuertc; a perfon 
of confequence, married to a relation of the firft wife of Cortes. Gu- 
tierrez. Pacheco; a perfon of diftin<^ion. Hernando dc Lcrma, or 
dc Lcma j a captain. Suarez the elder, who killed his wife with a 
blow of a hand-mill. Lados, who had a fuit about his diftridt. Garc: 
Caro. One Ximcncs. Amaya. Two Carmenos, brothers. One 
Vargas. Polanco. Juan, de Aragon. St. Eftevan. Bernardino dc 
Coria. Roiiorigo Rangel. Almodova, his fon, and nephew. A 
reverend father of the order of mercy, named Fra Bartholomc dc Olme- 
do; a great theologian, a fine linger, and a virtuous man. Two ne- 
phews of Alonzo Hernandez dc Palo. Chriftoval Diaz ; a good crofs- 
bow-man. Juan Siciliano. Diego dc Coria. Juan Sedeno. Sara- 
golla, father to the ferivener in Mexico. Diego Martin dc Agamante, 
a good foldier. Diego Hernandez, loR his light; he was an aHiRant 
Ihipwright. Alvaro Lopez. One Yanez who went toHigueras; du- 
ring his ablencc his wife took another hulband with whom he left her. 
Martin de Alpedrino, Juan Alvarez Rubazo, Gonzalez Sanchez, brave 
men, all Portugueze. One Avila. One Efpinola, furnamed **De la 
** buena benedicion,** from his often uling the word. Peron de Toledo. 
One San Juan. Aparicio Martin. Izguierdo; a good foldier. Mor- 
rales, an old man, lame of a leg, alcalde in ordinary at Villa Rica, and 
a Ih’iffc doer of juftice. Arevalo, Juan Leon, Madrigal ; inhabitants 
of Villa Rica ; never were on fervice. Navarro. Manzanilla, an In- 
dian of the illands. Benito Vejd, a drummer who had ferved in Italy. 
Alonzo Romero. Pedro Lopez ; a good foldier. Juan Garcia, Her- 
nan Martin, and another; fmiths. Alvaro Gallego. Pedro de Tapia. 
Lorenzo Ginoves. Ochoa; a rich and eminent perfon. Martin Vaf- 
quez, a man of eminence. Sebollian Rodriguez, a crofsbow-man and 
Trumpeter. Penalofa. Juan Perez Artiaga, furnamed **Nblintzin;** 
a rich man. Pedip Gonzalez Sabiote, a good foldier. Aguilar whon>>- 
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xvc foinui at the point of Cotoijic ; a good fuldicr. Pedro Valcnciano. 
OncTarifta. Another of that name called hy us “the nieritorimis," 
licraiife he was always bragging ol what he IkuI done, uiu! tlial he had 
not been properly rewarded ; a prating fellow. IVdro Sanchez Farfan ; 
a brave foldier; he aCled as captain, j'dcobar the bachelor, apothecary, 
furgeon, and phytician; he went niaJ. juan de C'aceres the rich. 
Conzalo Hurones. Ramirez the elder. Allorga. 'J'oftatlo. Pedro 
\’alencia. Fray juan dc las V^irillas, of the order of mercy; a good 
theologian, and a virtuous man. Thofc enumerated abin’c all died 
naturally. Franc i fco de Saucedo, called “the gallant.” Francifeo de 
Morla, a very brave foldier. De Lares, a good foldier and horfeman. 
Another of that name. De Solis, an old man. Benitez, a bra>c 
man. juan Ruano, a good foldier. Two nephews of CJonzales ilc* 
uNajara. (lonzalo Dominguez, very brave and an excellent horfeman. 
One De Mora, a good foldier. Juan Alvarez Chico. A good foldier 
who had loft one hand in Caftille by the courfc of juftice. One Tt>- 
billo, lame, as he laid by a wound received while I'erving under the 
great captain. Conzalo Lopez dc Ximena. One Pilar, a good linguill. 
.Alonzo Luis, a good foldier; being very tall he was called “the infant.’* 
Alonzo dc Monroy, a good foldier, fon of a commander of St. Stephen; 
he went under the name of Salamanca, juan Rico de Alanis, a good 
foldier. Martin de Vendabal. Pedro Gallego. Three foldiers of the 
name of Truxillo, brave men. Dc Valladolid. De Angulo. Fran- 
cifeo Gutierrez. Santa Clara. One Ximencs. '^I'wo brothers of the 
name of Florin. One Vargas. One De Cheza, remarkable for pitch- 
ing a bar. Bartholome Pardo. Arbolanche, a very br.ive foltlier. A 
nephew of one Almodovar. Two brothers by name Martinez ; brave 
men. Sancho dc Avila who is faid to have brought fix thouland crowns 
in gold to Caftille from St. Domingo, having had the luck to fall on 
fome very rich mines there; he loft the whole at play and then joined 
us. Alonzo Hernandez dc I’alo, Alonzo dc la Mefta, and Rabanal 
Montanez, good foldiers. Rct.imales: Gines Nortes, a brave foldier. 
Luis Alonzo, an excellent fwordf man. Alonzo Catalan, a gooil foldier. 
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Canillas, a drummer, and a good foldic^, having ferved in Italy. Her- 
nandez, fccrctary to Cortes. Juan Diaz, belonged to the general’s houfe- 
hold. Balnor. Cardenas, who faid he was ion to a commander. 
Arguello, a good foldier. Vafquez, a brave foldicr. Arroyuclo. Pizarro; 
a relation of Cortes, adlcd as captain ; his name was not then remarkable, 
nor had Peru been heard of. Magellanes, a brave foldicr, a Portugueze, 
as was another, a goldfmiih. One Avila. Two of the name of Efpi- 
nofa. One of the name of San Juan, called “the lofty,” from hit 
juefumptuoufncfs. Caccres, a good foldicr. Efcanola the younger. 
Alonzo de Talavcra, a good foldicr. An Indian of the iflands named 
Manzanilla. Galleguillo, a very little man. A fmith whofe name 1 
forget, Paredes. Gonzalo Mexia Rapapello, who faid he was dc- 
feended from the corfair of that name in the reign of King John. Lu- 
cas Ginoves. Cervantes, a buffoon. Plazuela. Alonzo Perez Maitc, 
a brave foldicr, married to a handfomc Indian of the iflands. Alonzo 
de Elcobar, a perfon of conflderation, formerly page to Vclafqucz. 
Ponce. Mendez. An old crofsbovv-man a great card player whofe 
name I forget. The page Orteguilla and his father. Gaona. Luis 
Farfan. Morillas. One of the Toftados. Porras, a fine finger, with 
a very fair complexion. Ortiz ; he played on the fiddle and taught 
dancing. Serrano, a good foldier. Quintero. Andres de Mola. 
Albcrza, a good foldier. Moft of thclc loll their lives at the bridge, were 
fiicrificed, or fell in battle. 


Simon de Cuenca was killed at Xicalonga, with ten more fbldiers. 
Francifeo de Medina died in the hands of the Indians with fifteen more. 
One De la Serna, who difeovered filver mines, I do not know what is 
become of him. Martin Lopez, the Ihip carpenter w’ho rendered fuch 
eminent ferviccs; he is now living in Mexico. One Granado is now 
living in Mexico. Villa Lobos returned rich to Caftillc. Juan del Rio 
returned to Caffillc. Juan Gomez returned rich to Caffille. Herman 
Lopez de Avila, a truftee of the effe<5ls of the dead, returned very rich 
to Caftillc. Pedrt) Efeudiro, Juan Cermeno, and his brother, all good 
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/oldicrs. Gonzalo ilc Dmbrid^a pilot. Fraticifco do Orozco; h.'id birn 
a foldicr in Italy, and adtcd as captain during the liege of Mc.\ico; I 
know nothing more of him. Mefa liad been a canonicr in Italy; was 
drowned in ertrffing a river, after the conqueft. Luis Velafquez, and 
Martin Valenciano, died in the expedition to Higucras. Alonzo dc 
Barrientos, Juan del Puerto a good foldicr, died of difeafe. Pedro de 
Guzman, a brave foldicr; it is laid that on his journey to Peru, he and 
his whole family, fervants and horfes, were frozen to death. Carde- 
nas; this was he w'ho talked of the two kings; he was very troublc- 
fomc to Cortes. The Emperor made him a grant of lands worth a 
thouiand crowns a year, with which he returned to Mexico, but Ihortly 
after, dietl. Los Villanuevas ; two brothers ; Portugueze ; J do not 
know what became of them. Villocinda, a brave foklier, put on the 
Francifean habit. Alonzo de Herrera, a good foldicr, he fought with 
Captain F'igucro, and to avoid the vengeance of the ircafurer, fled to the 
Indians of Maronon, by whom he was killed. Figucro was drowned 
going to Cadille. Maldonado dc Medellin, I do not know what be- 
came of him. 

Lencero, a good foldier, had an inn on the road to Vera Cruz, 
turned friar. Sindos de Portillo, poUefled large eftates, which he folil, 
giving the money to the poor, and taking orders, led a holy life. 
Quintero a good foldicr, attained great wealth, which he renounced for 
God’s fake, and taking the Francifean habit, led a holy life. Alonzo 
dc Aguilar owned the inn between Vera Cruz and La Puebla ; a rich 
man; he fold all his property for the Icrviceof God, and putting on the 
Dominican habit, led a holy life. Burguillos, a rich man, renounced 
his property, and entered the order of St. Francis, which he afterwards 
quitted. Efcalante, a good foldier, of a gay difpofition ; he put on tlic* 
Francifean habit, but afterwards quitted the monaftery, and entered 
again into the military fcrvice; but, in the courfe of a month, rcfumeii 
his friar’s habit, and led a holy life. Gafpar Diaz, a wealthy mai., 
renounced aU for God’s fake, and retired to the pine woods of f»’uaxo- 
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cinp,o, where, in the moft retired part, -[ic made a hermitage for him- 
JtU; in tliis coiiric of life he reduced his body to a very w’cak (late, by 
fading and penance, and the fame of his aiifteritics reaching the Bifliop 
Juan de Zumarraga, he entreatcil him not to carry them to luch an ex- 
treme. Several otlicr perfons alfo joined him, being induced by Ins 
example to lead holy lives; at the end of about four years, it was God’s 
w^ill to take them all from this world, to his heavenly glory. Lc'rma; 
a very valiant foldier ; it was he who rendered fuch eflential fervice to 
Cortes, in once laving his life; l^rma was afterwards obliged to fly, 
and leek refuge among the Indians from this very Cortes whom he had 
preferved, and who was exafperated againft him, for reafons which, 
from regartl to his honour, 1 will not mention; we never knew what 
became of him, but our fufpicions were very bad, Pinedo, a good 
foldier, hiul been educated in tlic houfc of Velafqucz ; on the arrival of 
Narvaez, quitting Mexico to join him, he was way-laid and killed on 
the road by Indians; Cortes was fufpeiled of having a hand in his 
death. 

One Lopez, returned to Hifpaniola. Ahuninos and his fon, Ca- 
macho dc Triano, Alvarez dc Huelva, Sopuerto del Condado, Cardi- 
nas, Umbria, Galdin, and feveral others, all pilots; Sopuerto, only, 
remained in Mexico; the reft being in dread of Cortes, becaufc they 
had oflered their fcrvices to Garray. Enreque, drow’ncd himfelf, from 
defpair and fatigue on a march. Zemudio, a very brave foldier, re- 
turned to Old Spain, on account of having wounded feveral perfons in 
frays ; he was there given the command of a company ; he died in 
LocafliU with many other Spanilh cavaliers. Tariffa, the third of that 
name, called by us “of the white hands,” bccaufe he was not fit cither for 
war or labour; or any thing elfc except to prate about what had hap- 
pened to him in Seville; he and his horfe were drowned on the march 
to Higucras, Eicobar, a brave man but very turbulent ; he was hang- 
ed for fedition and for violating a married woman. St. jago, returned 
i^ich to Caiblie. Alonzo de Efcobar, a perfon of eftimation, formerly 
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pnp^c to Vclalqucz. Saldanl^ and two more whole luimc-. 1 
Wfic killed in labafeo. Do Rojas, went to IVru. Chiillen tie l.i I.oa, 
Andrez Nunez, Maifle Pedro d de la Ilarp.i, and three more; the firil 
died by a cannon (hot, the otlurs by the enemv, or courle of nature . 
Alonzo Rodriguez, left good mines in Cuba; was killed at the rocks, 
together with Gafpar Sanchez, a brave man, nephew to tlu treafun r 
of Cuba, and fix of the foldiers of Narvaez. Pedro de Palma, firll 
hulhand of Klviia Lopez “the tall," was hanged togctlur with a lol- 
dier named Trebejo, and a priell, for fedition, by Avila or La^ ('afa^, 
alter the death of De Oli, under whom they ferved; 1 was Ihewn tin 
tree w' hereon they were executed, when returning from Higueras wttb 
Captain Marin. Many fla- faring men al lb came with its, aiul bdi.i- 
ved very braVdy in the war.->, but not iccolleiiling their names I lio nor 
put them down; I Ihould run indeed into too great pri>li\it) if I were 
enumerate and deferibe all the valiant foldiers who palled over with Coi- 
tes j but they were worthy to be recorded in letters of gold. 

Lall of all I put down myfclf, having been in thi^ country ante- 
cedent to the coming of Cortes tw'icc, and the third time with him, aj 
1 have related; and I give thanks and praile to our I ,ord (lod, and hi: 
Holy Mother the Virgin Mary, who preferved me from being facri/iceti 
like the inofl ol my companions, that 1 might now relate and make 
maniled: our heroic atlions, and enumerate by name our valiant captains 
and foldiers, who conquered this new world, thereby to prevent all 
the honour and merit from being unjuftly aferibed to one perlon. 

Of thofe who came with Narvaez, although fevcral were very va- 
liant men, I will fay nothing, becaufc' my intention in writing this 
hillory, was but to record the heroic adtions of the foldiers of Cortes. 
I will therefore only deferibe Narvaez himfelf. 

Narvaez was about forty two years of age, of tall flature and large 
iimbs, a full face, and red beard, and agreeable prcfencc; very fbnorous 
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ami lofty in his fpctcli, as if the fuunci runu* out or u \auh; u 
huiTcinun, and faicl to Iv v.iliant. He was a native of VallaUolitl, or 
Tudela dc Ducr«j, and married to a lady named Maria dc Vaienzucia, 
He had a eonlldcTaluo property in the Idand of Cuba, where he wa- a 
captain. One of his eyes was beaten t>ut in the attack, which we made 
upon him. This gentleman was faiel to l>e very clofe in his difpofition. 
I le went to Caftille to lay his complaints agamll us before his Majelly, 
and obtained a royal grant of a government in Floriiia, where he was 
lofl and all his property. Thofe W'ho read ihc particulars of fo many 
gallant oflicers and Ibldiers, i’uch as 1 have now deferibed them, fre- 
(juently aflv me how it happened that I Ihould remember them per- 
fe^lly, alter the lap/e of fo many years. To which 1 reply, that it is 
natural enough that I Ihould reeolleCt the names of five hundred and 
fifty companions who w'ere always together, in expeditions, in watches, 
in battles, and in fkirmiflies, and converfing with each other how Inch 
a one had iKcn killeil at Inch a place, and how others w ere carried off’ 
fo be facrificed. h'or tliis wa.s the manner in which wc communicated 
with each otiicr, cfpecially after we had come out of a bloody and 
doubtful battle. And there have been generals who knew the I'oldiers 
of their annics pcrfonally, even when there w'crc as many as thirty 
thoufand men; lb lays hiftory' of Mithridates king of Pontus, and 
another king of the Kpirots, and of Alexander, and Hannibal of Car- 
thage, and in our times of the valiant Gonzalo de Cordova called the 
great captain, and many others. I fay farther, that I have their figures 
lo pcrfedlly pourtrayed in my imagination, that I could draw them as 
it w'cre to the life, caeli of them in the manner he entered into battle, 
like the great Ajjelles, and theft famous modern painters Michael An- 
gelo, or the far celebrated Burgalcs, who is faid to be another Apelles. 
Glory be to God, and the Holy Virgin, who faved me from being 
facrificed to idols, to make thofe things known ! 

Having enumerated the foldiers who palled with Cortes, and rela- 
ted in what manner tht> died, 1 liavc now' to obferve, that w’c were for 
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the moft part hidalgos, alihcvi'gh fome ucrc not of fikli v.lt.ir hneagt 
•as others, for all cannot be alike in this woiKl, either in rank or in 
virtues. But whatever may h.ivc been the dignity of our birth, we 
made ourfelves much more iiUdhious by our heroic aCl:i<ais in the con- 
queft of this country, at our own proper toll, and without any fupport 
fave that of our Lord Jefus Chrifl who is the true aitl and fuccour. If 
we look into the antient hiflory of our own country, we fltall then fee 
that many cavaliers arofL- to tiignity and honours, by valiant and faith- 
ful fervjccs to their king ; and I have obferved that thofe who thin, 
obtained thefe titles and dignities, did not go into the field without 
receiving pay and falaries for their fervice; and yet they were nwardeil 
with houfes and cafllc.s, and lands, and privileges, to them and their 
defeendents in perpetuity. AKo when his Majefly Don Jayme won 
p&rts of his kingilom from the Moors, he made grants thereof to thofe 
cavaliers who had aflifted him in the conqncft, from which pericKi they 
derive their honours and blazon^. Thofe al fo who ferved under the 
great captain and the Prince of Orange were rewarded in like manner, 
and we, even without his Majcfiy’s knowledge, by our valour gained 
him this great country. 1 have here recalled this to rccolledlion, that 
the world may confidcr and fee our manifold, and gtxxi, and notable, 
and loyal ferviccs, to God and the King, and all Chriflendom, and 
let them be put in a ballance anti weighed, anil let it be decided if we 
arc not as worthy of rewards and remunerations, as thofe cavaliers 
whom I have mentioned above. And as amongft thofe whom I have 
enumerated there were many valiant companions, 1 was lield in in' 
inconfidcrable degree of cllimation in my day as a fbldier. 

Now curious reader reflc£l on my life, and in liow many battles 
and dangers I have been, fince I firft came to this country, and how I 
was twice in the hands of the enemy who were carrying me off to facri- 
fice, and God gave me force to cfcapc out of their clutches ; bcfidcs the 
diflreflcs by hunger, thirfl, and fatigue, which occur to all who under- 
take difcoverics in unknown countries. 
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It is now proper tlmt I fliould rcLitc^he good eflltfls of our exer- 
tions for the fcrvicc ol (Jo I and his M.ijefty, hy our illuftrious c(>nquefts, 
in which mod of our companions loft their lives, being lacrificeil to the 
idols Huitzilopochth and Tezcatepuc'a. In the firft place, we purged 
the laml of its wickeilnefs and evil cuftorns, as for inftance that of hu- 
man facrificc. By the accotints taken hy certain reverend Francilcan 
fathers, the firft who came here after Fray Bartliolomc dc OJmedo, it 
.ippcars, that in the city of Mexico, and fome adjacent towns in the lake, 
they facrifictxl every year above two thoiifand five hundred human beings, 
young ami old. Of courfc in the whole extent of the countiy' the num- 
ber thus put to death annually, muft have been much greater. Their 
various horriil pr.idtices of this nature exceed the powers of my pen to 
liefcribe. Their curl'eil adorauiries were fo many that 1 beftow on all of 
them a hearty malcdi<ition; it i’eems to me that they refembled what 
we have in Caftille, lor as we Ice there in every city, holy churches, 
and hermitages, ami chapels, fo they had in this country their houfes 
of idols, devils, and diabolical figures. Befidcs tbefe, each native, 
male or female, hail two altars, one hy the place where he or fhc flept, 
the other at the door of the houfc, with i hcfts containing idols large 
and fmall, ftoncs, and ftonc knives, with h(x>ks made of the baik of 
tra*:, in which were noted dofvn their records of paft times. They 
were much adJitled to abominable pradliccs, efpecially upon the coaft, 
and in the fultry provinces, where boys wore female attire. They eat 
liunv.m flelli, as we do beef which we buy in the market, and in every 
town they had wcxjdcn cages, wlierein they kept and fattened thofc 
men, women, and children, who were deftined for that purpofc, as 
was the cafe with all thole whom they took in their wars. Inceft was 
common amongft them ; and they were drunkards in an extreme. In 
the province of Panuco in particular, they took the wine into their 
bodies ill the manner a medicine is adminiftcred, by means of a hollow 
cane; an unheard-of bc.iftlinels ! They had as many wives as they 
plealed, and all thefe, and other abominations, it w'as the will of our 
Lord jefus Chrift that we Ihould be the inftruments to fweep from the 
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land, fubilituting in their places a good policy and the holy dodrinc. 
It is true that after the lap/L of* two years, when the country was fiib- 
jugated and civilized, certain worthy fathers Francifeans, of good ex- 
ample and doctrine came here, and wxrc followed in three or four} cars 
by fathers of the order of St. Dominic, who completed what others 
had begun, but if it is duly conlidcrcd it will appear that the meed and 
honour of deAroying the evil cuAoms of the land, in juAice belongs to 
us the true conquerors, in preference- to any other perfons, even though 
they Aiould be of the holy profeAion. 

Since the deAru€tion of idolatry, by the will of God, and with 
his holy aid, and the good fortune and /acred chriAianity of the moA 
chriAian Emperor Don Carlos of glorious memory, and of our monarch 
and moA fortunate fovcrcign, the invincible King of Spain, our lord 
Don Philip his dear and much beloved fon, to whom may God grant 
years, and much increafe of dominion, to be enjoyed by him during 
his fortunate and holy life, and to be tranfmitted from him to his pol- 
terity, there have been baptized in this country, all tlie natives, whofe 
fouls formerly were lank and loA in the infernal pit. At prefent alfo 
as there are here many reverend fathers of the diAerent orders, they go 
through the country preaching and baptizing, whereby the holy Evan- 
gcliAs are firmly planted in the hearts of the natives, w ho confe/s every 
year, and thofe fufficiently advanced in the knowledge of the faith co- 
inulgate. The churches alfo and their altars are richly adorncA, with 
all requifites for holy worAiip, as, croAes, and candleAicks, wax can- 
dles, chalices, cups, plates, and veAcls for inccn/e, nil of filver. The 
ornaments of the altars and croAes are of velvet and damaAc, and other 
rich materials of various colours and workmanOiip, aud embroidered 
w'ith gold, filk, and pearls. The funerals alfo arc diAinguiAied by their 
emblematic reprefentations of flculls and bones, and wdth their palls, 
fomc good, and others not f<x Each town alfo has its bells, according 
to its ability. There arc chmrs alfo in the chapels, of good voices 
wliich fing in concert, tenors, anil trebles, and coiintcr-altos. In fome 
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places arc organs, and mod have flutes^, hautbois, fackbuts, dulcimers, 
with trumpets bafe and treble, more in this one province of Guatimala 
than there are in my native country, which is Old Cadillc. It is a thing 
worthy to thank God on to fee the devotion which the natives exhibit 
when at holy mafs, cfpecially if it is faid by fathers of the orders of St. • 
Francis, or of Mercy, who are appointed to the cures of pariHics. All 
the natives alfo, men, women, and children, arc taught the holy ora- 
tions in their mother tongue, and when they pafs a crofs, crucifix, or 
altar, they bow, and falling on their knees fay a Pater Noftcr or Ave 
Maria. We, the conquerors alfo taught them to keep wax candles 
lighted before the holy altars and croffes, for before our arrival they did 
not know the ufe of wax in making candles. We alfo taught them to 
behave with rcrpc<fl to the reverend fathers, and when they came to 
their towns, to go out to meet and receive them with lighted wax can- 
dles, ringing the bells, and giving them plentifully to cat ; and thus 
they do. They have alfo other holy and good cuftoms, for on the day 
of our Lady, or of Corpus Chrifli, and other folcmn feafts, when we 
make proceflions, moft of the neighbours of this city of Cruatimala go 
in proceflion with crofles and lighted candles, bearing the image of the 
‘ faint who is their patron or patronefs, as richly dreffed as they can 
afford; and they go finging the litanies, and other holy orations, and 
found their flutes and trumpets. 

The natives of thefe countries have alfo learned the trades ufed 
amongft us in Cafldlc, and have their ihops, manufa<florics, and jour- 
neymen, and gain their livelihood thereby. The gold and filvcrfmiths 
work both in call metal, and by the hammer, and excel, as do the lapi- 
daries and painters. The engravers execute firft rate works, with their 
fine inflruments of iron, efpecially upon emeralds, whereon they repre- 
ient all the a^ls of the holy pailion of oUr redeemer and Saviour Jefus 
Chrifi, in fuch a manner that thofe wl^ had not fecn them execute it, 
would not believe that fuch works coiUcrbc done by Indians; infomuch 
that according to my judgment, tlut famous painter of ancient times 
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the renowned Apelles, or thc.TnoJern oiks named MIehael Angelo and 
Berrugucte, and another a native of Burgos wlio is in great fame, being 
as they fay a fccond Apelles, could not with their fubtlc pcr|f;i1s equal 
the works which are done by three Mexican artifts nanu\l Andres de 
Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and El Crefpillo. In addition to all thefe 
things, the fons of the chiefs ufed to be grammarians, and were learn- 
ing very well, until they were forbidden by the holy fynod, under an 
order of the moft reverend archbifliop of Mexico, but many of them 
arc now, notwithftanding, literate. They arc alfo weavers of filk, 
ftuffs, and cloths, and manufacturers thereof, through all the various 
ftages. They have alfo learned to be hatters and fbap boilers. Two 
trades only could never be acquired by them ; one is, that of making 
glals, the other that of the apothecary ; but this is not owing to any 
defect of natural genius, for they are furgeons, and herbalifts, jugglers, 
and makers of puppets, and of violins. Tillers of land tliey were be- 
fore our arrival; and now they rear flock, and break bullocks, and 
plow, low \\hcat, manure, reap, fell, and make bread and bifeuit. 
They have planted their lands and inheritances with the fruit trees of 
Old Spain, and fell the fruit, cutting down the unwholefome pciich 
trees, and ovcrfliading plantains, to make room for quince, apple, and 
pear trees, which they hold in high cflirmtiun. We have taught them 
alfo laws and jufticc, and in confcquencc, they every yi-ar clcCl their 
ordinary alcaldes, regidors, notaries, alguazils, hfcals, and major do- 
mes. They have their halls of common council, with bailiffs, where 
they met't two days in the week, judging, and fcnteiicing, and for 
fomc offences punifhing and whipping ; but for . murder and higher 
crimes, they refer them to the governors, if there is no court of royal 
audience. 

I have further been told by perfons well informed upon the fubjeCt, 
that in Tlafcala, Tczcuco, Cholula, Cuaxocingo, Tcpcaca, and otlicr 
great cities, when the natives go to council, gilt maces arc borne before 
the governors and alcaldes, as is done before the viceroys, and they do 
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7 u/lice with as much zeal and activity is ufed among us, priding 
theml'clvcs thereon, and being vciy anxious to obtain a knowledge of 
our laws«f 

All the caciques have horfes and arc rich, and ride, handfomdy 
caparilbncd and attended by their pages, through and about their rc- 
fpc<5tivc towns. In feme towns alfo they cxercifc with the lance on 
horfcback, run at the ring, and have bull fights^ efpccially on the 
ilays of Corpus Chrifti, St. John, St. James, our Lady in Atigull, or 
the patron or patronefs of the town. Many alfo of them will face 
the bulls be they ever fo fierce, and axe excellent horfemen, efpccially 
thole of a place named Chiapa dc los Indios. Thofo who are caciques 
now breed horfos, and ufo tlicm and mules fur ordinary purpofes, con- 
veying by their means, wood, maiz, and lime for falc. Many of the 
natives have likewife taken up the trade of arricros or carriers, as is 
in pradice in Caftillc. To conclude, they excel in all manufadlurcs, 
not excepting that of tapeflry. 

Other advantages and profits are alfo derived from our illuflrious 
forviccs. By them our mother country lias obtained gold, filver, pre- 
cious ftones, grain, wool, farfaparilla, and hides; all which are annu- 
ally tranfmitted thithor to the benefit of his Majefty’s revenue. I do 
not include the prefents we at various times font, and that wliich is 
exported by merchants and paflengers, for fince the time that the wife 
King Solomon built the holy temple of Jerufalcm with the gold and 
filver whicli he caufed to be brought from the Iflands of Tarfis, Ofir, 
and Saba, ancient or modem hiflory do not record fuch treafures to have 
been derived from any countr}% as what have been fent from New 
Spain; and this I fay, becaufo although it is notorious that from Peru 
many millions in gold and filver have been obtained, yet at the time of 
the conqucfl of this country Pern was unknown, nor wus it gained un- 
til ten years after. We alfo from the firft continued to fend to his Ma- 
jefty mofl rie'h prefents, for which and other reafons, I rate tliis 
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country higher in eflimatiop, bccaufc we well know that Peru 
been intoived in cruel civil wars* whereas we have remained, and will 
continue to do fb* our breads proflratc on the earth in fubiniiTion and 
allegiance to our lord the King, and ready to expofe and devote our lives 
and fortunes in his fcrvice. 

Let the curious reader conHder the numlx:r of cities of New Spun:, 
which from their being fo many, I will not detail; our ten biflioprics, 
not including the archbilhopric of the noble city of Mexico, the thrar 
courts of royal audience, together with the fucccniun of governors, 
archbiihops, rad bifhops, our holy cathedrals and nionailerics, Dumi. 
nican, Francin|m, Mercenarian, and Augudin, our Iiofpitals with the 
extend VC remilhons ami pardons attached to them, and the Santa Cafi 
of our Lady of Guadeloupe with the holy miracles there performed every 
day, and let us give thanks to God, and to his blelTed mother our Lady, 
for giving us grace and fupport to conquer thefe countries, \v here di 
much chriflianity is now eflahliflicd. 

Let it be alfo remembered, that in Mexio) theye is a univerfity 
wherein arc ftudied and learned grammar, theology, rhetoric, logit , 
philofophy, and othcj fcicncxs. I'hcre ib alfo a printing prefs for books 
both in Latin and Romance, and in this college they graduate as licen- 
tiates and do<5tors; to which I might add many other inftanccs to en- 
hance the value of thefe countries, luch as the mines of diver, and other 
difcoverics, whereby profperity and grandeur redound to the mother 
country. If all which 1 have now fuid docs not fudicc, let the wile 
and learned read my hiftory from beginning to end, and they will then 
confefs, that there never cxifted in the world men who by bold atchicvc- 
ment have gained more for their than we the brave 

conquerors ; amongft the moft valiant of whom 1 was conddered as one, 
and am the moft ancient of all. 1 fay again that I, — I myfclf,— I, an>. 
a true conqueror: and the moft ancient of ail. 
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I will now propofc a few qucftions’by way of dialogue, with the 
immortal and illudrious goddefs of Fame, who has feen, andl^jjkroclafms 
through the world, our manifold, great, and remarkable fcrvices, to 
God, hTS-‘Maje%r and all Chriftendom, and cries with a loud voice, 
faying, that it is in juflice and in reafon, that we fhould have better 
eftates and fituations than others who have not ferved his Majefty here 
or elfewhere. The goddefs alfo enquires where arc our palaces, and 
manfions, adorned with diitinguifhing blazons, with fculptures of our 
coats of arms, and monumental trophies of our heroic adlions, in the 
fame manner as thofc cavaliers have who ferved their king in Spain, 
our atchievements being no way inferior to theirs, bi^y|p the contrary 
of moll eminent merit, and not exceeded by any. ^thc goddefs of 
Fame alfb enquires for thofc conquerors who efcaped from cruel deaths, 
and for the tombs and monuments of thofc who fell. 

To thclc qucllions I reply as follows, with much brevity. Oh 
excellent and illullrious Fame ! defired and fought for by the good and 
virtuous, but (hunned and hatai by the malicious, why do you not 
exalt us as our merits dcferv'c? know, goddefs, that of five hundred 
and fifty foldicrs who left the liland of Cuba with Cortes, at the mo- 
ment that I am writing this liillory in the year one thoufand five hun- 
dred and fixty eight no more than five arc living, the reft having been 
killed in the wars, facrificed to idols, or died naturally. In anfwer to 
your queftion conwrning their tombs and monuments, I tell you that 
their tombs are the maws of cannibal Indians, who devoured their 
limbs, and of tigers, ferpents, and birds of prey, which fcafted on 
their mangled bodies. Such were their lepulchres, and fuch their mo- 
numents 1 but to me it appears that the names of thofe ought to be 
written in letters of gold, who died fo cruel a death, for the fervice of 
Gqd and hsr^lkf^Efi^, to .give light to thofc who were in darknefs, and 
to procure wealth which all men defire, 

The illullrious "goddefs next alks me for an account of thofe who 
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came with Narvaez, and vjwh Garray; to which I reply, that the 
number of the foldicrs who came with tlie former was one thoufand 
three hundred excluiivc of the mariners, of wliom not more than ten 
or eleven furvivc, tlic reft having flillcn in the wars, and Ix-’ing facri- 
ficed and devoured. Thole who came with Garray, according t«i my 
account, including the three companies which landed at St. Juan de 
Ulua previous to the arrival of Garray himfelf, were in all one thoufand 
two hundred foldicrs, moft of whom were i'acriftcal and devoured in 
the province of Panuco. Fame alfo alks for the fifteen frddiers who 
accompanied Lucas Vafqucz de Aiilon who loft his life on the coaft of 
Florida; to which 1 reply that they are all dead. 1 alfo inform you Oh 
excellent I'amel that there only remain alive at this moment Hve of the 
companions of Cortes, and w’c arc very old, and bowed down with 
infirmities, and very poor, and with a heavy charge of fons to provide 
for, and of daughters to marry off, and grandchildren to maintain, and 
little rent to do it withall ! and thus we pafs our lives, in pain, in 
labour, and in forrow. 

Having now anfwcred your queftions illuftrious Fame relative to 
our monuments, blazons, and palaces, I requeft of you that hencefor- 
ward you exalt to more effect your moll virtuous and excellent voice, in 
order that our high proweftes may be made known to the univerfe, and 
not be obfeured as they are by the (landers of the malignant. To this my 
requeft moft virtuous Fame replies, that flic will do fo moft willingly; 
and alfo, that flic is aftoniflied to find that we have not the bell proper- 
ties allotted to us in that country which we conquered, and which it 
was his Majefty’s orders fhould be given to us, in like manner as the 
Marquis Cortes was rewarded, not indeed to the fame extent, but mo- 
derately. Tile goddefs alio fays that the adtions of the valiant and 
magnanimous Cortes are alw'ays to be moft highly eftimated, and con- 
fldercd amongft tbofe moft celebrated in hiftory. She alfo at the fame 
time obferves, that in the hiftories of Gomara and the Dodlor lllcfcas 
and others, no mention is made of any of us, but they only fay, “Cortes 
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clifcovcred,” and “Cortes conquered;** thet^jptains and foldicrs remaining 
unnoticed ; but flic has liccn very happy to find that all which I liavc 
narrated in my hiftory is ftridny conformable to the truth, and that 1 
follow matter of flidl clofc-ly and literally, without running into lcr\’ilc 
praifes, and that I do not depreciate many valiant captains and foldicrs 
to exalt one, as is the cafe with Gomara and the other biflorians. The 
good goddefs alfo promifes me, that (he will proclaim thefc truths 
wherever (he (hall be, and further, that if this my hiftory is publifhed, 
it ftiall be credited, and its authenticity acknowledged wherever it is 
feen or heard, and that it ftiall obfeure and annuli all others. 

Befides what I have here propofed by way of dialogue, a certain 
doctor, an oydor of the court of royal audience of Guatimala, afked me 
how it happened that when Cortes wrote to his Majefty, and alfo when 
he went the firft time to Caftillc, he did not folicit for us, flnee we 
were, under God, the means whereby he acquired his marquifatc and 
government. To this 1 tlien replied, and now fay, that when his 
Majefty gave him the government, he therewith rtxcived the better part 
of this whole country, believing that he was to remain abfolute maftcr 
thereof, and to have unlimited liberty to beftow or ueprivaas he thought 
pix^r j and this, it is fuppufed, was the reafon why he would not and 
did not write on the fubje<5t. Alfo, at the time liis Majefty gave liim 
his marquifatc, he folicited the government in the fame manner that 
he had held it before ; but it was then refufed him, and he did not 
think of afking any thing that might be fcrv'iceable to us, but only to 
himfl’lf. 

Further, the vecdor and faeftor, together with other cavaliers of 
Mexico had reprefented to his Majeft)', that the Marquis had taken for 
himfelf the beft provinces and towns of New Spain, and had afllgned 
Others to his friends and relations newly come from Caftillc, leaving 
very little for the royal patrimony ; whereupon, as we afterVvards learned, 
Majefty was plccri'c.i to order that all the overplus fliouid he divided 
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amongft us, the companioiisjJf Cortes, but the iMuperor was at that 
time in Barcelona, preparing to embark I'or blunders. Had Cortes im- 
mediately after the conqiicft divided this country into five parts, and 
afiigned one of the richeft and bell of tije filths for his Majillv; allot- 
ted one fliarc and a half for hinilelf, for churches, nionailcries, and 
municipal properties, as alfo for a fund wherefrom his Majefiy could 
reward cuvalicrs who ferved him in Italy or ag.iiijft the 'ruiks and 
Moors; and divided the other two fifths and a half, by grants in per- 
petuity to us, we (hould have been all fatisfadlorily provided for. As 
our Caefar was fo chriflian a monarch, and as the conqucil of this coun- 
try coft him nothing, he would have readily granted us thefe iavouvs 
But we at that time did not know how to apply for julliu*, nor to 
whom to reprefent our fcrviccs or our injuric.s, except to Cortes himfelf, 
who did in the buiinefs as he thought fit. We therefore remained with 
the little which had been afiigned us, until we faw that Oon Krancileo 
tie Montejo who went to wait upon his Majelly in Europe obtained the 
appointments ot adclantado and governor ot Yucatan, efiates in Wlcxico, 
and other rewards. Diego de Ordas alfo, who went to court, obtained 
an cncomienda of St. Jago. and dillrids in New Spain. Then Don 
Pedro de Alvarado went to kifs his Majefiy*s feet and was madeadelan- 
tado and governor of Guatiinala and Cluapa, commander of tlie order 
of St. jago, and obtained difiridts of lands. l.aft went Cortes, who 
was created a marquis, and appointed captain general of the South Sea. 

When we the conquerors therefore faw, tliat thole who tlid not 
reach his Majefiy’s prcfcncc had no one to I|>eak in our favour, we 
fent to petition that whatever land-> thenceforward fell vacant, fiiould be 
diftributed in perpetuities umongB us, according as our claims wcie 
fubftantiated, as was the cafe Ixrforc the firfl court of royal audience 
held in Mexico, whereof Nuno de Guzman was prefident. His Ma- 
jefty*s exprefs diretlions to Nuno de CJuzman were, to throw the whole 
property of New Spain into a mafs, and then to make the divifions 
more equal, dedutfling in due proportion from the immotleratc grants of 
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Cortes. Alfo, that to us, the true conqiccrorR fliould be given thclxril 
diftri<5ls and of moft rent, leaving the cities and great towns for his Ma- 
jcfty*s property. The Emperor alfo ordered that the vafTals of Cortes 
fliould Ik counted, leaving no more with him than his patent fpccifietl; 
but what was to be done with the furplus I do not recolledt. The rca- 
fon why Nuno dc Guzman and the oydors did hot make this repartition 
in jKrpetuity was, that they were mifled by bad advifers, whom, not 
to difhonour, I will not name, but the perfons I have alluded to told 
them, that if the conquerors once found themfelves provided for, they 
would ccafc to rcfpc<51; and be dependent on them, as was the cafe \vhile 
they were compelled to fupplicate for a fubfiftcnce. As alfo, by retain- 
ing, they kept the power of beftowing the vacant lands at thtir plea- 
fure, and to the advaritage of their own private intcreft. It is true that 
as diftridis fell vacant, Guzman and the oydors conftantly afligned them 
to conquerors, and colonifls, to their fatisfadion; and if that court was 
fupcrceded, it was on account of the difputes with Cortes, and of mark- 
ing free Indians for flaves. 

In tlic year one tboufand five hundred and fifty, I being in Old 
Spain, the licentiate Dc. la Gafea came from Peni, and with him D. 
Martin cl Regentc a Dominican friar; and repairing to the court which 
Was then at Valladolid, his Majefty promotal the aforefaid father to the 
bifhopric of Las Charcas. At this period a council was formed, com- 
pofed of D. Fray B. dc las Cafas bifhop of Chiapa, D. Vafeo deQui- 
roga bifhop of Mechoacan, and other cavaliers who came as agents from 
New Spain and Peru, together with feme hidalgos who were brought 
by bufinefs to the court, and to this council 1 was alfo called, as being 
the mod ancient of the conquerors of New Spain. 

Dc la Gafea and the other Peruvians had brought with them great 
quantities of treafure, as well for their own ufc as for his Majefty, the 
latter being fent from Seville to Auguda in Germany where the Empe- 
ror then was, and in his company our mod happy Don Philip king of 
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the Spainb, our lord liib di.)!* nnd n'.iich beloved ion, whom Goil 
sruard. At that time certain of the Peruvian cavaliers waited on liis 
Majclly with the treafure, and to petition that he would caufc the 
allotment of lands in perpetuity to be made. It ILems alfo, that previ-^ 
ous to tins time a petition to the fame cffedl had been prefented from 
New Spain by Gonzalo Lopez, and Alonzo de Villanueva, who had 
l)een fent as procutadors or agents from ^^cxico. It ib happened that 
juA then the bifliopric of Palencia fell vacant, and was bcAowcil on the 
licentiate De la Galea who was alfo made Conde de Pernia, on account, 
as was faid at tlie court, of the fcrviccs* rendered in Peru, W'hich W'as 
♦hen at peace. 

H is Majefty was pleafed, in regard to the repartition of lands in 
pei'pctuity, to order, that the Marquis de Mondejar prefident of the 
royal council of the Indies, the licentiates Gutierre Velafqucz, Tello 
de Sandoval, (Gregorio J^opez and Brivicfca, and the Doiilor llernan 
Perez de la h'uente, oydors of that court, together with cavaliers of otlier 
royal councils Ihould aflemble, to conlidcr, and fee how the repartition 
lliould be made, as was beft for the lervice of God and for his Majefty s 
intcreft. 

When thcle cavaliers were met in the houlc of Pero Gonzalez de 
l..eon, where was cAablilheil the royal council of the Indies, it was 
propofed in that very illullnous aflembly, that the perpetual repartition 
ffiould rake place in New Spain and in Peru; I am not certain that 
Grenada and Bubotan were included, but am inciiiied to think that they 
were, and the rcalons oflered in fupport of the mcafurc were holy and 
good. It was argued that if the lands were granted in perpetuity, tlic 
proprietors would for their owm intcrclls treat the natives letter, and 
pay more attention to tlic convcrlion of them to our holy faith. That 
if they fuffered from lickncls or misfortune they would be attended to 
like their children, and the rents alleviated. The proprietors would 
alfo go into improvements, planting vines and breeding cattle; difputes 
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nniJ litigations about lands and boundariesi would ceafe, and the oflicc 
of viHtadors or infpe^fturs would Ik unncceflary. The minds alfo of 
the foldicrs would be tranquillized, in knowing that the prefijents ami 
governors had not the power of beftovving lands when they fell vacant, 
on their clients and favourites. His Majefty alfo in doing this w’oulJ 
exonerate his royal confcicncc, in rccompenling thofc who had ferved 
him faithfully. To thefe, many other gootl reafons were added. It 
was alfo propoled to deprive the turbulent and rebellious in IVrii of their 
diftri<fls. After all this had been well debated and conlldered in the 
itluflrious alTcmbly, we proceeded to give our opinions in favour of the 
perpetual repartition. 

It was then oppofed by the Bifhop of Clinpa, his allocjatc I'ray 
Rodrigo of the order of St. Dominic, the BiOiop of Palencia, the Mar- 
quis of Mondejar, and two oydors of the royal council of his Majefty. 
The Marquis of Mondcjai did not however fj)cak upon the occafion, 
but remained as it were on the look t'ut to fee which party w as liktdy to 
carr)' the queflion. The arguments iifcd by the others againfl the 
repartition were, that many in 1\tu havl now life eftates, wlio fo far 
from deferving perpetuities, merited confifeation, and that if peace was 
once efbiblifhed in that country, if the foldicrs who were unprovided 
for faw that there was no fund for that purpofe, they would become 
mutinous and caufc new troubles. The Bifliop of Mechoacan who was 
of our party hereupon alkcd the licentiate De la Gafea, how it had hap- 
pened that he did not chafVize ^hc mufinicn. as he very well kmw^ them; 
whereas on the contrary he had given them lands. To this the other 
replied, laughing, that he had hanged and quartered many of them, 
and thought it no fmall atchievement to have cfcaped from amongft 
4hem fdfc and found. More was alfo faid on this fubjed. 

It was propofed, and approved by many prefent, that the few of 
the real conquerors of New Spain who now remained, including thofc 
who came with Cortes, with Narvaez, and with Garray, Ihould re- 
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cvivc pcr|ictuiticf;, referring tine other matter to future conflderation. A . 
foon as this propofition was made, the otlicr party moved that all fur- 
ther prcKcedings Ihould lx* poftponed until tlte return of his Majdly t*) 
Caftillc, becaufc in an affiiir of fuch importance his prelencc was ncccl- 
l.iry. It was then urged by the Biihop of Mechoiican and other cava- 
liers, as well as rnyfclf, that the perpetuities might be granted in New 
Spain, lea\ ing the Peruvian prucuradors to adl as they thought fit, this 
being confc.rmablc to his Majclly’s declarations and inllru^^ions in oui 
favour. Tills now brought on much debate; for we infificil that what- 
ever rt-afons might be againft the granting perpetuities in Peru, could 
W: of no avail againll us in New Spain, confidering our gmaf fcrvices 
r<‘ I.: M.iielli ;iiul .lil C'hnltcnJom. But all we laul was t>f no ertei‘l 
with tlif niemhers of the royal council of the Indies, the Bifhop Kray 
Bartholonie ile las Calas, Fniy Rodrigo his affociate, and the Bifliopol’ 
l/asCharcas. They laid that on the return ol hi* Majclly from Au- 
gufla in (iermany every thing fliould Ik- ariangcil t’> the lali.sfaction oi 
the conquerors, and thus the alKiir ilropped for tlie prcfl'iii. 

Intelligence of thefe matters being convcycil i)y cxprels to Mexico, 
the CvMivpicrors there prupofed to leiul prov iiravior* , to apply to bis Ma- 
jefly for t>ur intcreft, exclulively. In confciiuence, after my return 
from the court I was written to, here, in this city of (iuatnnala, by 
Captain Andres de Tupia, P. Moreno Medrano, and J. dc Lirnpia^t 
Caravajal “the deaf,” giving me an account oi ilieii intention, and oi 
thofc lonquerors concerned with them, amongfl whom I was put down 
as one of tlic moft ancient, I accordingly wem round with the letter to 
the other conquerors fettled in this city, to raife a linn by lubfeription 
for the piirpofe. This project failed from want of money. It was 
then determined that the conquerors in Mexico, conjointly with the 
whole of the community, fhouid fend procuradors to Caflille; but nei- 
ther was this carried into cfftdl. At a fubfequent period, our iincon- 
quered king and lord Don Philip, whom God prelcrvc, and may he 
live many years in augmentation of power, was plcafed to comnwnd by 
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his royal ordinanccin that the conquerors their poilcrity Hiould be 
provided for, attending in the hrH inihincc to thole who were married, 
.IS may be fecn in the royal cedulcs. 

Wlicn I had written out fairly this my hidory, two licentiates re- 
queued me to lend it to them for their pcrul'al, in order that they might 
know in detail the occurrences which happened in the conqueftof New 
Spain, and alfo that they might fee what difkrence cxided between my 
account, and tliofc of Gomara and the Dodkor Illefcas, relative to the 
heroic adtions of the Marquis Del Valle. I accordingly prefented this 
book to them for their jXTufal, with the rcfj>cdl which is due to Icho- 
lars from n poor illitciatc pc j ton like niy'felf, dehiing them at the fanii" 
time to make no alteration whatever herein, as what 1 had written wa^ 
the flridl truth. As fcx)n as the) had read it, one of them who was a 
great rhetorician, and vain of his knowledge, began to praife the book, 
and exprcITed his furprile at my memory, and at my being able to carry- 
in it fuch a ferics of matter, from the time I firll came to thefc coun- 
tries. 


Tlic Ikx'ntiatcs aifo obferved, that in regard to rny flile or language. 
It was conformable to that in ordinary ufc in Old Caflillc, and that as 
fuch it was the more agreeable, not Ixring cmbarrafltd with flower)' 
adedked phrafes, fuch as arc made ufc of by hiftorians in general. 
They alfo obferved that it feemed to them as if 1 praifed myfelf greatly, 
in the battles which 1 give an account of, whereas 1 ought to have left 
that to be done by others; and that I Ihould have given my witnelles, 
tedimonies, and quotations, as authorities for what 1 wrote, and not 
have faid drily, “tlrat I did; this 1 faw;*’ it not being conformable to the 
cuflom of hidorical w'riting ; for I ani not a witnefs for myfelf. To 
thefc obfervations I then replied, as I do now, that in the year one 
thoufand five hundred and forty the Marquis Del Valle wrote a letter to 
his Majedy giving an account of me and my ferviccs, how I had come 
twice to this country on voyages of difeovery' previous to his expedition, 

how 
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Iiow lie had often been ;in cy? witnefs of mv tonJudl as a brave foldicr 
in battle as well in Mexico as in other places, how I accompanied him 
in his expedition to Honduras and Higuer.i>, and many other particu- 
lars which to avoid prolixity I will not relate. The moft illuftrious 
viceroy alfo, Don Alonzo dc Mendoza wrote to his Majclly informing 
him of what he had learned relative to me f rom the capt.tins by w'hofe 
fide I fought, and his account was in all refpedts conformable to that of 
the Marquis Del Valle. Proofs to the fiimc purport wore alfo prefented 
on my part to the royal council pf the Indies in the year one thoufand 
five hundred and forty. 

Now, laid I, gentlemen licentiates, are not the Manjuis Del Valle, 
the viceroy D. A. dc Mendoza, and my proofs, good witnclT'es ? but 
if they will not fuflicc, 1 will produce you the limpcror our lord Don 
Carlos the fifth, who by his royal letter, fcalcd with his royal fcal, 
commanded all viceroys and prefidents, that rcfpc(fling the many and 
good ferviccs which I had rendered, iK^ncfits Ihould be conferred upon 
me and mine. The original letters arc now in my poflclTion, and the 
copies depofited at court in the archives of the fecretary (X'hoa dc Luy- 
ado. Such was my anfwcr to the obfervation of the licentiates. 

But to return to my fubjedt, if more tcAimony is wanting look at 
New Spain which is three times larger than our CaAillc, and more 
thickly inhabited by Spaniards, and the great wealth which it fends to 
Cafiille. But I have oblcrved tliat the hifiorians Gomara and lllc/cas 
never chofe to relate our heroic actions, leaving all our value and ho* 
nours in the dark, where they would have remained were it not for this 
my true hiftory, and alfigning fuch great merit to Cortes ; in which, 
although they were right to a certain degree, yet they ought not at the 
fame time to have forgotten us. 

Of the achievements of Cortes a part alfo of the honour falls to 
me, for I was one of the moA forward in every battle by his fide, as I 
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was in many otl^rs wltcn lie (cut me un^^rdiilcrcnt captains to conquer 
provinces, as is found written in my hiftor)', how, wh^n, and where. 

AI fo when Cortes returned to Europe the firft time, to kifs his 
Majefty’s feet, he informed him tliat he had many valiant captains and 
companions in the Mexican wars, and who he lielievctl did not yield to 
the moft famous in ancient liiftory. Of this praife a proportionate fliare 
falls to me. Further, at Algiers, he faid much in praife of his com- 
panions the conquerors. ('>f this I come in for my portion, as I was 
one of them. 

A' to w hat the licvn* Kites faid, that I praife myfelf fo much, an»f 
that I ought to leave it to be done by others, I fay, in common life it is 
rhe cuflom ol neighbours to fpeak of each other as- each deferves ; but 
lie who never was in the war^ with us, nor faw them, nor bc'ard of 
.'^licm, how can he fpcak of u.s? were the birds which flew over oui 
heads wliile in battle to gi\e accounts of us? or the clouds.^ who then 
was to Ipeak our praifes but we ourfelves? Indeed gentlemen licentiates 
laid 1 had you found that I dctra<51cd from the honour due to one of our 
valiant captains or foldier-, and aferibed it to myfelf, then you might 
juftly blame me. But tlic fa<5l is that I do not praife myfelf fo mucli 
as I ought. 

1 will now make a comparifon, although on one fide the fubjccl 
iii it is very liigh, and on the other a poor foldier like myfelf. Hiflo- 
rians lay that the great emperor and warrior Julius Caefar was in fifty 
three .pitched battles. I fay that I was in many more battles than Julius 
Caefar, as may be %n in this my hiflory. Hiflorians alfo fay that Ju- 
lius Caefar was brave and a(5tive in battle, and that whoi he had time, 
he at night committed to writing with his own hand, his heroic a(f!tions, 
although he had many hiflorians, not chufing to entrufl the office to 
them. Truly this happened many years ago, and may or may not be 
the cafe; whereas what I relate occurred yeflerday as it may be faid. 

It 
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It is therefore not extraordinary if I relate the battles in \vlncl> I toni;iii, 
that in future ages it flioulJ be iiiiil, “thus did IkrnalDiaz delCallillo,” in 
order that my fons and their pidUrity Ihould enjoy the praifes of th -ir 
anceftor, in the manner that many eavaliers and lords of vaflal^ in flu- 
prefent day, do the fames and blazons of*thcir predcccfl'ors. 1 will 
however djop this fubjcdl left the detrading malicious, to ^^l^omtlK•le 
things arc odious, (hould charge me with digrefting too much. 'J'heiv 
are alfo conquerors now living to contradid me if I were in error, and 
the world is fo malevolent that any fuch thing could hardly puls ujfli- 
out animadverfion; but the narrative it/elf is the bell teftinioiiy ol it 
veracity. 

I will now enulherale and particularife the various buttks and other 
matters of w'arfare in which I was prelc-nt. 'I'iiey arc as follows. At 
the point of Corot'he, with Captain K. I I. d-* Coriiova. At C'hampo- 
ton, a battle, wherein half our companions were killed. In I'loridu, 
where vve landed to procure water. Under Captain J. ilc Crijalva, a 
fccoiid battle in C'lnmpoton. In my thirtl voyage under Cortes, at 
Tabalco, two pitelicd battles. On our arrival in New Spain, the 
battle of Cingapacinga. Shortly after, three pitched battles with the 
Tlafcalans. The aftair of Ciiolula. On our entry into Mexico I w'as 
at the fei'/ure of Montezuma; I do not mention it as an aftair of war, 
but on account of its great boldncfs. In four months after, the attack 
upon NarvMez whom w'c under Cortes defeated with two hundred and 
feventy fix men, he having one thoufand three liundred. 'J'hc relief of 
Alvarado who was befieged by the Me.xicans, when they made war 
upon us during eight days and nights, and killed alxive eight hundred 
and feventy foldicrs; I confider ftx battles as having happened during 
this period, at which I was prefent. I'he battle of Ohliimba. A battle 
at Tepeaca. Under Cortes a battle at Tczcuco. Tw'o field battles, in 
one of which I was wounded in the throat by a lance. Two adlions 
concerning the fields of maize. In the expedition round the lake when 
we made that rafli and inconlidcratc attack upon the fortreffes named the 

^ V V V rocki,. 
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rocks of the marquis. Tlie battle of Cuernavaca. Three battles at 
Suchimillco. The fiegc of Mexico which laded ninety three days, du- 
ring which 1 was engaged, as I find by my account, in above eighty 
battles and (kirmiihes. After the conqued when 1 was fent to pacify 
the provinces of Guacacualco, Chiapa, and the Zapotccans. In Cha- 
mula and Cuitlan, two engagements. In Teapa and Ch^atan two 
engagements ; here 1 was wounded badly in the throat. I forgot to 
mention in its place, how, after our flight from Mexico we were pur- 
fued for nine days, and fought four battles. In the Expedition to Hi- 
gucras .and Honduras, an adlion at Culacotu, where my horfe which 
cod me fix hundred crow'ns was killed. After my return to Mexico I 
went ^gaind the Zapotccans and Mu^xes in the mountains. 1 do not 
mention, nutnbcrlefs other engagements and dangeft in which 1 have 
been, as it would be cndlcfs to detail them all. Nor do I chufc to iay 
how I was one of the fird who came to lay fiege to Mexico, three or 
four days at Icad beforie Cortes. 

I have therefore according to this account been prefent in one hun- 
dred and nineteen battles and engagements ; and it is .not extraordinary 
if I praife myfclf, as what 1 fay is the mere truth. Nor are thefe 
old dories or hidories of Romans, of many ages pad; for evident 
and true are the many and notable ierviccs which 1 liavc rendered ; fird 
to God, then to his Miijcdy, and all Chridendom ; and I give thanks 
and praifes to our Lord Jefus Chrid, that 1 efcaped from all dangers, to 
make thefe things manifed; and I alfo fay, and praife myielf thereon, 
that 1 have been in as many battles and engagements as, according to 
hidojy, the Emperor Henry the fourth. 


FINIS. 



Notes and Errata/ 


The amhoi frequently miflakcs dates; it has been therefore judged neceffary 
t > uifeit them in flic heads of i liaptcis according to the niuli coircil accounts. 

Page 2;,. chapter q. although the appointment of Corfe s took place before^ the 
M'/rt did not fail for the continent until 1519. 

fVge 31. Line i<j»Jnflcad «;/‘*who took Guaiimotziu" r.M / vvlioiii Gnatiinntain 

took. 

74, 18. inflead of **goi** read gone. 

3. from t lie bottom, tuflead of *^his** read 

14*3, — - 7, ht’fw^een •‘to*’ cinrf “which” inferf^ the H it fummit of 

14^. 2* from the lottom •‘invalids” note, fuHeriug by the difeafe 

aferibed to IliTpaniola. 

7,7,7. — — 3. ©/“hundred” read thouraiid. 

■' 243. — 17# after “fiiends” iufert fo whom they wrve given by us. 

2';3. 16. in/Jeflrf ©/■“Guatiniotziii now” read Cojdiavacj, Iitc. 

4*10. 2. inftead of ^*ouT^* read their. 

ibid. 4. injiead o/“we” read they. 

4''iO. — — 14. “Figucro” read flTrera- 


FMsINTEP for I- WRIGHT, FICCAPtLLY, DV J. DEAN, CONGLETOK. 







